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‘Missed the appointment a 10:30 am with DP... and arrived
Hotel Hindustan at 11:45 am when he was already in session
with the Acting President and the PM... | met DP at past
12:30. He wanted an overall political appreciation of the
current situation. As the political leadership was still suffering
from lack of cohesion and frittering its energy on matters of
secondary interest, the sector war was progressively faltering
and FFs facing enormous political pressure inside the country,
| suggested the need/possibility of a fresh bold move to inject
some efficiency in the insurgency management by inducting
middle level politicos belonging to AL and non-Al streams
including some civil servants, without disturbing the formal
structure of the Government. This middle level task force
could work under the PM and its operational structure could
be the proposed national united front. But the front itself was




still facing covert opposition from within the cabinet and
would require GOI’s (Government or India’s) strong support
to overcome the opposition.

‘DP’s reply appeared to be well-formulated: (1) cabinet’s
functioning must be improved and unity strengthened and he
wanted to find out its modalities; (2) multi-party alliance was
a must also for the external reasons and he was keen to know
the details of actual progress made so far....

‘I briefed him about the situation... DP wanted a second
meeting with me in the evening after his scheduled meeting
with the cabinet later in the afternoon.

‘In the evening DP told me that the proposal for the united
front was supported by all the members of the cabinet except
Tajuddin who remained silent. DP was puzzled, unhappy. |
assured him once again about Tajuddin’s view about unity and
suggested that two of them should have an exclusive meeting
next day. Went to brief Tajuddin about both the sessions.’
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‘Met DP briefly during the evening. He was apparently happy
after having a discussion with Tajuddin but seemed a little
worried about his ability to understand Bengali politicians’
mind....

O IS

‘DP met the cabinet again and requested for a specific date,
modality etc. for the formation of a united forum, when they
(the ministers) persisted in being vague about every thing on
the ground that it would take time to remould the views of the
party leaders since the move itself was unpopular with (the
rank and file of) the AL. DP was nearly blunt in telling them
that as the GOI was rendering all possible help to the BD
Govt. since the crackdown without expecting anything in
return and as India was facing a massive threat to its security



due to BD problem, the time has come when the GOl must
request BD Govt. to form a broad national alliance so that
GOl can persuade the friendly powers to support the BD
cause, even if tacitly and (make them) agree to resolve India’s
security problem. Otherwise the whole episode was fast
becoming untenable for India, he mentioned.

‘I met Taj and DP separately during the evening. Taj said that
finally it was going to work.

Y&l (ATHTA

‘Met DP at 3:45pm at his hotel and pressed for lifting the
restriction against the left elements from being recruited and
trained as FF. DP saw no difficulty in removing such
restrictions from GOI’s side after the formation of the multi-
party alliance, but it would require endorsement from the BD
Govt. atleast from its PM, before such recruitment was
(actually) started.

‘As | mentioned the need for putting “Mujib Bahini’ under BD
command, after narrating the instances of their-disruptive
activities, he agreed that these should be effectively stopped
and hinted the difficulties of *bringing it out” of the control of
the Indian agency. He suggested that Taj should sent an
emissary with relevant facts to Kao and, after having this
ground work done, the problem could be taken up ‘at the
highest level’, if required.

‘In the absence of unity in outlook and common approach
within in the cabinet, (DP said), he had made it known that
(from then onwards) GOI would entertain only those requests
which would atleast be agreed jointly be the PM and the
President; and Mr. Abdus Samad Azad had been entrusted
with the special responsibility for developing Taj-Nazrul
relationship....

‘He said that he was impressed by the clarity of thought and
sincerity of Tajuddin but hinted that he (Tajuddin) should try
to resolve his political isolation fast.
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"Met DP at 8:30 am. Now that a consultative committee has
been formed, restrictions against recruiting NAP-CPB
workers as FF can be waived, if the PM (Bangladesh) gives
the clearance, said DP. As | mentioned that such clearance
would be readily available, DP wanted to know how many of
left workers could be mobilised for recruitment and how fast.
Secondly, he wanted the clearance should be communicated to
him by Tajuddin himself and if possible by tomorrow before
he left Calcutta, so that necessary orders could be issued
speedily. With regard to the first point, | said that the total
number could... reach between 20,000 and 25,000, and the
mobilisation could be made at a rate of 5,000 per week.




“Met Tajuddin at 3:30 pm and told him about the clearance
required by DP.... He asked for Group Captain Khondkar’s
opinion, since the C-in-C was out of station. Khondkar
supported the move. He offered his transport for its use for
contacting NAP camps on western sectors. On my way back
to DP, I went to NAP and CPB offices, handed over the jeep
and gave necessary advice. Met DP at 5 pm as scheduled... DP
said that the recruitment and training would begin
immediately, usual 3 weeks training and induction under BD
command; but he remained silent about the actual size to be
recruited>>® He proposed another meeting with me next day
to discuss other matters.”

M3 (TCBFA

"Met Tajuddin at 8 am, and briefed him about the
development since previous afternoon. He wanted me to keep
the pressure on DP about bringing Mujib Bahini under BD
commnad....

“Met DP at 5 pm. He showed anxiety at the decline of FF
activity... | explained the difficulty of repoliticising the
occupied areas and its consequence on FF activity. He
emphasised the need for better co-ordination in selecting the
targets for FF ops and wanted to know if there was any
insurmountable difficulty in inducting base workers in a few
pre-selected areas for ops. He sounded so ad hoc....

“On Mujib Bahini, he felt that his PM’s intervention would be
required as it seemed to be a tricky matter....”
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"Till now the Soviet side was pre-
occupied with the need for avoiding war in the subcontinent.
In a long, remarkable presentation Mrs. Gandhi narrated the
difficulties with the refugees, Pakistan’s intransigence and
India’s very limited choice of building up military pressure
while keeping the door open for political solution.

“Both sides then had a discussion to assess the stamina of the
liberation struggle, its capacity to sustain itself inside
Bangladesh, commitment of the Awami League leadership for
independence and the extent of its break with West Pakistan.
Brezhnev observered that, “there is an element of national
liberation in the present situation,” to which Podgorny gave a
nod.

“Finally the Soviet leaders wanted to know what India
expected them to do. Flexible attitude was adopted by both the
sides for both political solution based on Mujib’s release and
building up India’s armed preparedness, should she be
embroiled in a military conflagration. Soviet arms assistance
was assured to be quickened, but not more than normal
supplies except for some weapons for freedom fighters,
should the struggle prolongs.

“This meeting was the major turning point towards the
liberation war.”
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“The joint statement of Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi and Soviet leaders reflects a deep understanding of the
Bangladesh issue in the Kremlin. While suggesting a political
solution of the problem, the joint statement advocates ‘urgent
measures paying regard to the wishes, the inalienable rights



and lawful interests of the people of East Bengal.” These three
basic principles can only lead to the support of total
independence of Bangladesh for which the 75 million people
of Bangladesh are shedding blood every moment.

“Due importance has been given in this joint statement with
regard to ‘speediest return of refugees to their homes with
honour and dignity.” This can happen only if the refugees are
enabled to return in freedom, which is the avowed policy of
the Government of Bangladesh.

“At a time when the destiny of 75 million struggling people of
Bangladesh is being discussed all over the world and in the
UN, we wish to reiterate and re-emphasise that total
independence is our goal. We urge all the power of the world
to support this goal. People of Bangladesh and their elected
representatives have given irrevocable verdict on this issue.”
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“I have witnessed two operations, one at Baranpunji
and one at Balat. The complains are the same. Our boys were
not given adequate artillery cover. Indian artillery is inferior
(if the range of Pak artillery is 5 miles, Indian artillery goes
upto 3 miles). I do not know how far this is true but the
complains were uniform everywhere. The Indian sides were
found unprepared both at Baranpunji, where Pak army
actually entered Indian territory and encircled our boys 3
miles inside, and at balas. Indian response was late by 24
hours....

“At Melaghar our casualty is enormous and mostly due
to inadequate supply of ammunition.

“The borders are effectively sealed by Pak army. A few
miles of liberated areas are being recaptured particularly along
Balas to Bassara borders.



“I ventured to enquire from the Indian side. They said
our boys entered without planning and information to their
counterpart, so they were not ready for the offensive.

“Any way these problems are to be sorted out at local
levels to make them consistent with higher level agreement
before any optimism is indulged in our reliance on our host.”
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“Meeting took place at 9 pm at Grand Hotel. DP,
(Indian) Defence Secretary K. B. Lal and MH discussed
about: (1) the nature of the political problem after
liberation; (2) the arrangement for disarming the FF
(and other armed elements); (3) the minimum and
maximum time-frame for Indian Army to remain in
Bangladesh after liberation; and (4) the possibility of
intervention by US Seventh Fleet. Reasons given for
possible US intervention: (a) with the programme of
scaling down the (US) basing arrangements in S.E.
Asia,... and when the future of that region looked
uncertain, could the US afford the risk of breaking the
status-quo of South Asia? (b) particularly when it was
being initiated in the background of Indo-Soviet Treaty,
could the US accept the rise of Russian influence in



South Asia which was about to decapaciate its staunch
ally (Pakistan)?....”
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