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‘Krishna meaning ‘dark’ has led to his being
associated with the flute-playing Tamil God Mayon,
‘the dark one’, the herdsman who spent many hours
in the company of the milkmaid, which is what
the cowherd of Mathura is associated with—in the
northern tradition. It is believed that the Abhiras
a pastoral tribe of the peninsula, brought this god
with them when they travelled north and settled in

.central and western India.—Romila Thapar, A
History of India. Vol. I. P. 260.
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