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5 Age of reason (1794-95) Thomas Paine (1787-1809) English radical
writer, champion of American independence and sometime Deputy of
French National convention, whose trenchant polemical works include
The Rights of Man, a reply to Burke’s Reflections.
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Vedanta, his preaching of patrictism, and the love that embraced the
Mussalman equally with the llindu, For all these things, he claimed
himself to have taken up the tark that the breadth and Ioresignt of
Rammohon Roy had mapped out.”

Notes on some wanderings with the Swami V' ekananda,
Udbodhan office 1918. Chap II, P. I9.
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> Cranbrook, Gathorne Hardy 1st. Earl (1814-19068)., He was one of
the leading figures in the Disraeli government of 1874, being Secretary
of war (1874-78) and Secretary for India (1878-80). In the India
office he was a strong supporter of N. W. F poliey of Lytton.-
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y wazantar fafecsten, “He (Subhas ) did not approve of any step
being taken by the Congress which was anti-Japanese or anti-German or
anti-Italian...there was & big difference in outlook between him and others
in the Congress Executive, both in regard to foreign and internal matters,
and this led to a break early in 1989, He then attacked Congress policy
publicly and early in August 1989 the Congress Executive took the very
unusual step of taking disciplinary action againet him, who was an ex-
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buted articles to the Aligarh Institute Gazette denying the prelem-
sions of Sultan Abdul Hamid to the Khilafate and preaching loyalty to
the British rulers of India, even if they were compelléd to persue an
unfriendly policy towards Turkey.” ( W. O, Smith, ,Modern Islam
in India. P.17)
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adopted. The larger community would totally override the
interests of the smaller community, and the ignorant
public would hold Government responsible for introducing
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measures which might make the differences of race and
creed more violent than ever.” i3 ¢xgw Iz I ©igty
SHIENT PATATAAL Sob0 TECS 3289 ¥ FARIN ITIAT &T C58
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on the same throne and remain equal in power 3 Most
certainly not. It is necessary that one of them should
conquer the other and thrust it down. To hope that both
could remain equal is to desire the impossible and the
inconceivable.”?
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> The Making of Pakistan by Richard Symonds— Faber 1949, P. 81
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In taking up the cause of Khilafat Mr. Gandhi acheived a double
purpose, He carried the Congress plan of working over the Muslims
to its culmination. Secondly he made the Congress a power in the
country, which it would not have been, if the Muslims had not joined
it. The cause of the Khilafat to the Musalmans for more than politi-
cal safeguards, with the results that the Musalmans who were outside
it trooped in the Congress. The Hindus welcomed them. For, they
saw in this a commmon front against the British, which was their main
aim. The credit for this must of course go to Mr. Gandhi. For there
can be no doubt that this was an act of daring.”-:+-Pakistan or the
Partition of India. 1945. P. 142,
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* Ambedkar, Pakistan, P. 286.
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Your Excellency,

The enormity of the measures taken by the Government
in the Punjab for quelling some local disturbances has, with a
rude shock, revealed to our minds the helplessness oi our
position as British subjects in (ndia The disproportionate
severity of the punishments inflicted upon the un’ortunate
people and the methods of carrying them out, we are con-
vinced, are without parallel in the history o. civilized govern-
ments, barring some conspicuous exceptions, recent and remote
Considering that such treatment has been meted out to a
population, disarmed and resourceless, by a power which has
the most terribly eificient organization for destruction o:
human lives, we must strongly assert that it can claim no
political expediency, iar less moral justif{ication. ihe accounts
of insults and su:ierings undergone by our brothers in the
Punjab have trickled through the gagged silence, reaching
every corner o: India, and the universal agony o indignation
roused in the hearts o” our people has been 1gnored by our
rulers— possibly congratulating themselves Tor imparting what
they imagine as salutary lessons. This callousness has been
praised by most o the Anglo-indian papers, which have in
some cases gone to the brutal length o: making :un o. our
suiferings, without receiving the least check irom the same
authority, relentlessly careful in smothering every cry of pain
and expression of judgment irom the organs representing the
sufferers. Knowing that our appeals have been in vain and
that the passion o vengeance is blinding the noble vision o
statesmanship. in our Government, which could so easily afford
to be magnanimous as befitting its physical strength and moral

QY
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tradition, the very least that I can do for my country is to
take all conse juences upon myself in giving voice to the protest
of the millions of my countrymen, surprised into a dumb
anguish o terror. The time has come when hadges of honour
make our shame glaring in their incongruous contest of humi-
liation, and I for my part wish to stand, shorn of all special
distinctions, by the side of those of my countrymen who, {or
their so.called insignificance, are liable to sulfer a degradation
no: fit for human teings. And these are the reasons which
have painfully compelled me to ask your Excellency, with due
deference and regret, to relieve me of my title of Knighthood,
which I had the honour to accept from His Majesty the King
at the hands of your predecessor, for whose nobleness of heart
U still entertain great admiration

Yours {aith{ully,

RAB'NDRANATH TAGORE
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