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In a despatch from Bankok, published in the Daily
Telegraph on March 29, Mr Dring described Dacca as a
crushed and frightened city after 24 hours of ruthless
shelling by the Pakistan Army, saying that as many as 7000
people were dead and that large areas had been levelled.'
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‘I, Major Zia, Provisional Comander in Chief of the
Bangladesh Liberation Army, hereby proclaim, on behalf
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the independebce of
Bangladesh.

I also declare, we have already framed a sovereign, legal
government under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman which pledges /
to function as per law and constitution. The new democratic
government is committed to a policy of non-alignment in
international relations. It will seek friendship with all
nations and strive for international peace. I appeal to all
government to mobilize public opinion in their respective
countries against the brutal genocide in Bangladesh.

The government under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the
sovereign legal Government of Bangladesh and is entitled
to recognition from all democratic nations of the world.'
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"Do not let yourself be disconcerted by the worldwide
clamor that will now begin," he urged in a letter written to
his stepson just days before his death. "There will come a
day, when all the lies will collapse under their own weight,
and truth will again triumph.”
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THE GOVERNMENT OF USA

DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
DL-2

DIA REPORT

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

MAR 26 PM 3;55

Date : 26 March, 1971

Time : 1430 EST

SUBJECT : Civil War in Pakistan

Reference :

1. Pakistan was thrust into civil war today when Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman proclaimed the east wing of the two-
part country to be 'the soverign independent People's
Republic of Bangladesh'. Fighting is reported heavy in
Dhaka and other eastern cities where the 10,000-men
paramilitary East Pakistan Rifels has joined police and
private citizens in conflict with an estimated 23,000
West  Pakistani regular army troops. Continuing
reinforcements by sea and air combined with the
government's  stringest martial law regulations
illustrate Islamabad's commitment to preserve the
union by force. Because of logistical difficulties, the
attempt will probably fail, but not before heavy loss of
life results.

Indian officials have indicated that they would not be
drawn into a Pakistani civil war, even if the east should
ask for help. Their intentions might be overruled,
however, if the fever of Bengali nationalism spills
across the border.
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3. Seikh Mujibur Rahman is little interested in foriegn
affairs and would co-operate with the United States if
he could. The west's violent suppression, however, ‘
threatens to radicalize the east to the detriment of US :
interests. The crisis has exhibited anti-American facets '
from the begining and both sides will find the United
States a convinient scapegoat.

DISTRIBUTION

White House Sit Room (LDX)
Depertment of State RCI (LDX)
Director of CIA Opns Cen (LDX)
Released by Jhon J. Pavelle, JR

Captain, USN
DI-4/71564
Prepared by Jhon B Hunt
Major, USA
D1-4A3/25009

The above despatch entitled 'Civil war in East Pakistan' was
sent by US defence Intelligence Agency in Dhaka on 26
March, 1971 at 3:55 pm EST.

The document mentions about the proclamation of
independence by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in which he,
apart from declaring East Pakistan as sovereign and
independent state, named the state as People's Republic of
Bangladesh.
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"President Yahya Khan, broadcasting on the same day,
announced the outlawing of the Awami League, a ban on
political activity throughout Pakistan, and the imposition of
non-cooperation movement as "act of treason" desuaibed
Sheikh Mujibr Rahman and his party as "enimies of
Pakistan" who wished to break away completely from the

country and said that "this crime will not go unpunished".
(KCA, PP 24567)

Among political leaders in West Pakistan, Mr Bhutto
accused Sheikh Mujibur Rahman of wanting to establish an
independent facist and racist regime in East Pakistan while
Khan Abdul Wali Khan described the Awami League's six-
point programme as an act of secession and an open act of
treason.

(KCA, PP 24568)
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Hero of the East Pakistanis

Tiliman Durdin

The New York Times

16 March 1971

Dacca, Pakistan, March 14 :

Most busy officials display a certain amount of tension and
preoccupation, but not Sheik Mujibur Rahman, the Bengali
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nationalist who has emerged in recent months as the
undisputed leader of the people of East Pakistan.

In person-to-person dealings, Mujib, as he is familiarly
called by practically everyone, always seems relaxed and
cheerful. He even delivers denunciations with a twinkle in
his eyes.

The easy aplomb that makes Sheik Mujib a winning
personality in private doubtless also contributes to his
extraordinary crowd appeal. But before the masses his
diffidence disappears and he becomes a vehement orator
wit power to stir his pcople to cheering enthusiasm.

Sheik Mujib's position of leadership at the age of 50 is the
culmination of almost a lifetime of pol‘ilical struggle,
usually against vested interests and governments. Born
March 17, 1920, in the East Bengal village of Tongipara
into a modestly well-to-do Moslem family, Mujib grew up
as an extroverted open-handed, sports-loving country boy,
not especially good in school but fond of people and well-
liked by teachers and fellow students.

A student Activist

At 22, when he went to Calcutta to get a liberal-arts degree
at Islamia College, he was prominent student leader and an
activist in newly formed All India Moslem League.

After graduation from Islamia, Mujib returned to East
Bengal to enter Dacca University to become a lawyer.

By 1947 he discovered that his native East Bengal, now the
province of East Pakistan in a nation of two parts seperated
by 1,000 miles of Indian territory, was being kept in a
subordinate position.

He resigned from the Moslem League and became an
advocate of Bengali rights, a role that quickly got him in
trouble with the ruling authorities.

He went to jail briefly in 1948, and in 1949 was sentenced
to three years in prison for having participated in illegal
demonstrations and strikes.

By the time he left prison, he settled for a few years into a
less conspicuous role.

He became key member of the newly organized East
Pakistan Party, the Awami (People's) League. and was
elected to the Provincial Assembly.
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But when Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan
established a military dictatorship in 1958, Sheik Mujib
again assumed a prominent opposition role.

His new activity resulted in jail terms in 1958 and 1962.

Six-Point Program

In 1966, Sheikh Mujib and his associates advanced a six-
point program that would give the provinces internal self-
rule, control over their own foreign aid and leave to the
central Government only defense and some aspects of
foreign relations.

Marshal Ayub had Sheik Mujib arrested in May, 1966 on
charges of participation in a plot to make East Pakistan
independent. By 1968, East Pakistan was in a state of
virtual revolt.

Widespread opposition to the Ayub Government led to
termoil in the West, causing Marshal Ayub to release Sheik
Mujib and to resign.

Sheik Mujib's popularity was translated into an
overwhelming vote for candidates of the Awami League, of
which he had become head.

Today Sheikh Mujib is riding on wave of popularity that
amounts to mass worship. His word as literally become
law.

The 'Sheik’ in his name is not a title, but simply an
honorific meaning that his father is a land owner.

Tall for a Bengali, 5 feet 11 inches— he has a heavy shock
of graying hair, alert expressive black eyes, and a well-
groomed upturned mustache. He usually wears a loose
black vest over the billowing white cotton pantaloons and
long-sleeved pajama-style shirt that is traditional Moslem
dress here.

Sheik Mujib has weak eyes as a result of glaucoma that
kept him out of school for three years when he was a teen-
ager. An inveterate pipe-smoker, he likes foreign makes but
insists that his pipes are about the only non-Bengali thing
he uses. He lives in a fashionable quarter of Dacca with his
wife, Fojilatun, three sons and two daughters.

He thinks the proper political system for Pakistan at this
stage is democratic socialism. His program calls for
nationalization of major banks. and insurance companies. a
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procedure roughly along the lines now being persuaded by
the Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in India.

Friends do not rate him as an intellectual. He readily
concedes that he needs expert advice in many fields.

East Pakistan unveil New Flag

By Sydney H. Schanberg
Special in

The New York Times
Published on March 24, 1971

President Heavily Guarded,
Takes Ride in Hostile City

Dacca, Pakistan, March 23

The President of Pakistan, who has spent eight days in the
eastern wing of his country under heavy protection, came
out of his own compound for the first time today for a
heavy protected drive to the military cantonment on the
edge of the city.

Elsewhere in Dacca and the province of East Pakistan the
Bengali population celebrated 'resistance day'- resistance
to the martial law regime imposed by the West Pakistan
dominated central government and unveiled the new flag of
Bangla Desh, the socalled Bengal nation.

Those scenes— a president unable to travel in what is
supposed to be his own country without a cordon of
weapons, 70 million of his people virtually declaring
secession on their own— put into focus the strangeness of
the crisis that has threatened to split this Moslem country
into two.

The mood, the slogans and the talk in the streets are all for
independence, while at the bargaining table the three
participants are still talking about trying to hold the two
wings together, by however tenuous a link.

No Sings of Real Progress

The tortuous negotiations over East Pakistan's demand for
self-rule continued, and all sides kept repeating that some
progress was being made. What is going outside the talks
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makes it difficult to believe, however, that any compromise
agreement will alter what has already happened— the
takeover of the province, in effect by the Bengali people
lead by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his Awami League
party.

High Awami League sources said the talks were at a
delicate stage. The party will wait a few days more, they
added and if an agreement cannot be reached by then on its
demand for ending the Western wing's long domination of
the East, they will go their own way. The phrase was not
further explained.

The other participants in the talk are the President Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan representing the army, which has
ruled under martial law for two years, and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, dominant political leader in West Pakistan, who
heads the Pakistan People's Party.
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Goon Da,

I am a Probashi Bangalee in Sweden. I am reading your
autobiography of 1971. It reminds us of the golden era of
our great liberation war. It became another EKATTORER
DINGULI of Jahanara Imam. Unfortunately I missed first 10
parts. How can I get those?

I believe in the fundamental values of the creation of
Bangladesh. And that is democracy, socialism, nationalism
and secularism. Through these four points we have
achieved our MUKTI SANAD, the constitution of 72. I still
believe that BAKSAL is the only possible way to reach our
cherished goal the SONAR BANGLA.

I would love to get your reply. Joy Bangla. Regards

Mustafa Jamil

Banglar Mukh
Réda Portar 96
435 32 MoInlycke
Sweden

Dear Goon uncle,

My name is Omlan. I am a regular reader of your article in
2000 thou I am only 14 years old. 1 just love your article
because I am really interested in 1971, Muktijuddho. I
know a lot of true story of 1971. And I know the real story
and behind story of Muktijuddho. Because my parents (esp.
my dad) are very "Srijonshil". My moms choto chacha died
in 1971. My grandfather and my boro mama was almost
caught by the Pak hanadar army. etc.... 1 know the 7th
march historical speech of Bangabondhu. I know the
real 27th March's Ziaur Rahman's speech. (My father is
not an Awami Leager or BNP). | don't think you'll read this
mail besides so much big big writer but I am hoping a reply
from you.

Omlan
Mohommadpur, Dhaka.
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‘The House records its profound conviction that historic
upsurge of the 75 million of people of East Bengal will
triumph. The House wishes to assure them that their

struggle and sacrifices will receive the wholehearted
sympathy and support of the people of India.'
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In the distant past, a course of the Ganges river used to
reach the Bay of Bengal through the Dhaleshwari river.
This course gradually shifted and ultimately lost its link
with the main channel of the Ganges and was renamed as
the Buriganga. It is said that the water levels during high
and low tides in this river astonished the Mughals.

(from Wikipedia)
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'Ghaseti Begum, the former Nawab's hostile aunt, and his
mother Amina, were put in a boat, rowed out into the
Buriganga river and drowned.
(Clive, The life and death of a British Emperor. Page 229)
et TR oA eoiia TAI T SN W A GoAETS
T© W | ST AR BT AR F7ToTO! (AT WIS 74+ Fo
ﬁmﬁﬁf‘\i, wamm,aﬁaammem

29



SR (@3 | WAAT T AT FACR T JIS, O A9 | AR
OISl (AT W g0 Pieafeem gl 4wy zee | i oret (4w
T IR W R SR TGEeICt (iR SFe! Aced o | s
1 TR BT (RTE et BT BIt (AT AT QRS AR & 1 |

TR (AR WA RSS! qF6 (YT HITIR BT A I I
51-RFFB (e | @ I 51-R%G6 8 Fietieat 2ot wiw g2 feet a1
AT @ SR (F R sAref, w2 fkm ) iy e o
RN, W oF feem o 3 e 1 Ml A A REB

ROl IASER IR, G THTe A AT oA 7| AT
firmre o | =R fa A s Wi e edim (@
TR NS (FTOZETE (MRIRTER | @A (AT QN fFeg =
TESET PR (A TAR @ATd F AER, IO AT TRR
AP QTS (3 FT=AF I3 ffveea |

WM IICE (A AT frga I q@ (@2 | T (A A0S
o o W R I 4@ SR Afre A (e
Tt et ST G | G TR ST B (TS (ATO ™S
e | fof St Ti-ste eTTs (GrafeeE, g s qifE
23

TP SR (RECEA! X% S (6T A, WA FAMS T |
o O XAT G e [y @@ v ) v ekt
ABERT TG o=, IS BN AR e =9 i @0 |
3113 e B RfRreE 2T I | @ @AoAT 9¥
oA (72 | Tl R W@ (@At BT et ¢ qrseAfes
g, seaifis ¢ fosiwme vt | et fafire oR (@A b o,
Gr %% ¢ w5 wil (e [Tt (o | st frvare et
freT @ (FABTA ICT | SOAFIA A AT Tl | TP W | Ao
WEI AT TANE TON A ARCERL | AT {@t Ao o
T e qfrs | ©iz fof (@5 (itgw | e fiEe ok @ 71
(BT ? I BIfS wwel IO @ Fr-meafrerm I =9
far ferem oW {@ AT |

Sro



GIFR Y TPER 39 IS 21, =Rw fim frew wie gzl
AT | AR AR fort S Reiw 307 199 | Taabieed wiwe
T 3 =T A, IR A FAR T A A S (AR Mo |
TR TG BT @I o efStaiiet o fomt | @i
AT QEFIGCTI T ! | (PR T0r2R (57 (A, vt qerda
TGS AT ©IF AN TG (N1 AfSraifer =6t gremi |
1 MY (AT BT IR &y MM W30 A AiTeR, FofF wrmee S
AN @ 72ACS TG 40 AN PR IR T 9T TR I
“TrEM, ST G AT W17 o =t 4 17

e o ofSta ght gasitd Wiy Wi G ey |
(REN (T AW | ORI WSS, S 9 TFH— @O @2 |
CRTG IR AETCH (0% | WA (TR AN M @i ofid 3
MR | 671 FARRIE AT (20w QTR TS 5T (917 | e
*Rgarza s afYw a%s apie Awren @ @t | SRS
CffoTa oo | S ovew oy wite @iey | ged
ISR I IS IIBII A, TGP WNE IR (ACF 7wy
5T (T | AR WY Wk @@ ofre | R s, wiwa
SISO (I @R A 7 B FBICA! | Rgs 7t Aeics
R 2 | I8 9fErS A AN W W (R fPer wHiE
fFCT AUPCS AR | ATer g Rifva 9, SR SreFas eme
i SR @ ©w e | sheETEITR S Rt et Freie werdics
etfer e st ffbegen, 2q TMsT STl St fResid ©f efers
IR |

IS R e @ @t Rownzfor Bfesm @ R |
SITE G (UG RAR SR IR Bt (overw | fof Wit wieew
I3 TS 40 |

I, AMSL-ANGT Y ITARA? W MR (O WH R A
Arifve A6 g e ¢

SR I, AP oot A6 sow w7 fog A3 | S
P QA QTR 1 e fRRifar (e et et THiTe SHied |

(I (91 IACA, "SI FCACRA, SfS (ITH T 6T 7 (¥ 741
St |

Sbrd



AR IR (AT g T e fofF 3o, ‘eoiee a1 9o
wifst A1 G oy o

et o2 437 firarz 72 wifT s 512 |

TR @ @ E @ IeEE, F, G 316 | e, o
TR e (IIMtied  fSfgam  smemazaed Rftegermt

TEOFATE TR JAre frfer T zewwm 1

IS FECe foff O IFNET &t I | fFa a1 qee,
o STy, ST T SR S T A IR @O 7R, ©fF WIwEt oist
L (AT (TR | (1 AT | T RPN (AT YO T QO WEA |

o o farr Ml s e arite A f[few (e
11 @ fom iR oGy i Wiy, GiR Afd gfesie It
AT (ATF @@ @ A7 A (@ TR fSraees, S
Ol g% G M MR | FofF farares

Hello Goon

The other day Koushik Ahamed, the owner-editor of
Weekly Bangalee of NewYork surprised me at dead of
night with a rare phone-call just for the copies of the two
poems I wrote on Shamsur Rahman before and after his
death only because he came across an Internet message
where in you expressed some of your feelings for the
poems and for me. Goon, the pure poet, writing about me in
all his 62 years ! I just could not believe and I started
searching for the message. Finally last night I discovered
your message in my Junk-mail which I generally delete
without even looking. Now I have transfered you to my
mailing list. Thanks to Bill Gates and others who have done
what God or Gods could not do : re-unite friends and lovers
and the poets. Yes, you used to call me Belal Bhai
occasionaly but most of the times by the name albait with
Apni. Fact is [ am senior to you by at least 5 years. I first
saw you and Helal Hafiz as my neighbour. On my first
sight, you immidiately impressed me with your striking
personality. Our friendship started the day you and Helal
returned from Zinzira, where you escaped from the ongoing
manslaught at Dhaka during and after March 25.

You two were hungry like dogs and I felt you must be
given some food. We had a little left-over daal and nothing

SR



else to go with rice if it is cooked. Suddenly I remembered
we had one live Koi fish. Our lady-cook cooked it with
plenty of soup. Then I noticed how you gulped the food.
Our poor but motherly cook was almost in tears seeing your
plight. Then I remember how anxious I was to see you
escape Dhaka.

Your stories will never end with me because I was one of
the sincerest admirers of your poetic self. Well, now that
we are connected, once again together we can resume our
love and duty towards our country and the people .Yes,
Momin Bhai also lives in New York. He loves to keep
himself incognito. He is still the same arrogant goodself. |
will contact him soon and tell him about you.

This far today.
Keep well

Belal Beg
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Dear Goon Da

Sorry to take your time.

I want to share some words with you regarding your
comment on the decision taken by Bangabandhu at the
night of 25th March 1971. I totally agree with your view
that it was the right decision taken by Bangabandhu to get
arrested on that night. I want to differ about the reason of
taking that decision by him, that you mentioned in the
Shaptahik 2000, current issue.

For last many years I talk with my friends and near ones
about this incidence and feel so proud of our father of the
nation. It is very simple and clear decision, but hard to take
by any leader. But Bangabandhu took that boldly and I
should say he is the first person who took decision to
sacrifice himself, before the crackdown started. If he would
not take that decision at that time, what he could do? He
could escape and only that single decision could make the
total history of our freedom! different. That could turn the
liberation war into separatist movement, that the East
Pakistanis wanted that time.

Just compare the different historical events, Yasir Arafat
could not establish any free state as he was in exile (not in
jail of Israel), so the Palestinians are still on the streets,
Provakaran could not establish any Tamil state as he is
treated as separatist leader, Nelson Mendela could free his
country people only because he was in Jail for 40 yrs. So I
believe Bangabandhu took his decision to get arrested to
make sure that the new county Bangladesh can be
established without any controversy. Obviously that
happened.

I understand Bangabandhu had studied a lot about the
previous historical events and found this way to be the best
way to free the people. Obviously he took the risk of
getting killed, even then independence was a must. So what
was next scenario?

Bangladesh without Bangabandhu, yes, he was not looking
to become the President or Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
rather he wanted to make sure the people are free.

I will be happy if I just can understand that you find my
idea to be wrong. 1 am a PhD student in Kanazawa
University, Japan. I was born in 1969. 1 am a medical
graduate, passed from Sylhet Osmani Medical College.

With regards
Sufi Ahammad
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'‘Bangabandhu's recorded voice message of declaration of
Independence of Bangladesh ("This may be my last
message ....") were sent from Boldha Garden, Pilkhana
BDR (then EPR) communication centre and written
telegram messages (*JARURI GHOSHONA: ADDO RAT
BARO TA BORBOR PAK BAHINI DHAKAR PILKHANA &
RAZARBAG POLICE ..... : Joy Bangla"*) were sent through
T & T transmission Centre at Dhaka, just after the crack
down at late night of 25.03.71 (early hours of 26.03.07).

Chittagong District Awami League General Secretary, Mr.
M A Hannan, read the Bangabandhu's Message of
Declaration of Independence of Bangladesh at about 2.30
PM of 26.03.71 Chittagong City (Agrabad) Radio Station.
Mr. Abul Kashem Swandip, Mr. Abdullah Al Faruk, Mr.
Sulatanul Alam, Belal Mohammed & others read the
Bangabandhu's declaration of Independence of Bangladesh
at about 7.40 PM of 26.03.71 from "SHADIN BANGLA
BIPLOBI BETAR KENDRA" at Kalurghat (Chittagong)
Radio Station.

Major (then) Zia read the similar message of declaration of
Independence of Bangladesh by Bangabandhu (that was
drafted ,in English, by Zia & Mr. Belal Mohammed and in
Bengali translation by Prof Momtazuddin) on behalf of our
great national leader Bangabandhu about 7.30 PM of
27.03.71 from "SHADIN BANGLA BETAR BIPLOBI
KENDRA) Kalurghat (Chittagong) Radio Station
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'l was specially delighted with the touching story of Madina
which although only two centuries old is an antique beauty
and a purity of sentiment which art has rendered faithfully
without changing it. Chandravati is a very noble story and
Madina, Kanka and Lila are charming. '
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‘In these Mymensing ballads I found an instinct for original
thinking, countless instances of individual ... swaraj and a
high value attadched to deeds in contrast to passiveness...
all of which confirmed my conviction on reading history
that India could never have reached such age unless hearing
within it the roots of unweakening youth.

For an occidental to doubt the essential unity of East and
West is impossible if he has the pictures and emotions
awakened by these ballads in his mind. The same love of
nature, the same desire for freedom, the same exaltation of
the individual's right to live happily which we are proud to
discover in our literatures we find in these songs by and for
the simple peasants of Bengal.'

(Eastern Bengal Ballads : Vol 4, Part 1.
Calcutta University. Published in 1932.)
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Goon Babu

Here are some of the answers to your questions. My wife
recollects her meeting with you at Bangla Academy, when
you gave her a copy of one of your books. "Dukkho
Korona- Bacho" on 22 February 1989!! She sends her best
wishes. Same from me. Please acknowledge the reciept of
this email, so that I know you recieved my answers and
related observations.

First about myself. During 1971-1972, I acted as Deputy
Commissioner of Greater Mymensingh. Then I worked as
Deputy Secretary first in Relief and Rehabilitation (1972-
1974) then in Education (1974-1977). 1 was the first
Secretary of the reconstituted Bangladesh National
Commission for UNESCO. I graduated from Harvard
University, USA with a Master in Public Administration
(MPA) degree in 1978 (1977-1978) and from Syracuse
University, USA with a Ph.D degree in Economics in 1987
(1983-1987). I resigned from Govt. Service in 1980.

Here are answers to your questions. I do recollect you met
me in my residential office on April 5, 1971. Because
petrol was in shortage, 1 had to control it. I remember to
have given you some petrol. I do recollect the boy, but I do
not certainly recollect his name. I believe his name was
Babul. Yes, my brother-in-law Galib was with me. He
stayed with me throughout the Liberation war. Earlier, in
late March, I had sent off my wife Tahmina Zaman from
Kuliarchar in a passenger launch-off to a safer destination-
with my 8 month old Sal, Faisal (who is now a young man
and works as a Marketing Director in a USA company in
San Diego, California!!!) I thought their presence with me
restricted my ability to work harder, and free of extra
worries, for the war activities. To stop the advancement of
the Pakistan Army, I destroyed some important bridges in
and around Kishoreganj.
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What happened next was that Bhairab, under my
jurisdiction, fell to Pak Army although we had destroyed
part of the bridge. Captain Nasim (now retired Chief of
Staff) and others fought so hard at Bhairab but could not
save it! [ was constantly in touch with Bhairab when the
battles were going on there. Bhairab fell to Pak Army
probably in April 10, 1971. I got news that Pak Army was
advancing towards Kishoreganj-they had come upto
Sararchar, only about 20 miles from Kishoreganj!!
That was the big decision moment! I had to decide what to
do. I had assured the people of Kishoreganj that if I left, I
would let them know in advance. I must keep my promise.
Kishoreganj was not safe any more, and I could not protect
anyone any more!
I took decisions which my conscience dictated. I paid three
months advance salaries to all SDO's office employees,
violating all Govt rules!! I asked them to leave town and go
to safer places. Under my instruction, microphone
announcement was made all over the town that the SDO
(that is, me!) could no longer provide protection to anyone
and everyone should seek proper safer shelters! It was also
announced that I would also leave at the appropriate time.
The time finally arrived. Someone rushed from Sararchar to
warn me. I then left in the night of April 17. I left in my
official jeep, the SDO's jeep.
My companions were my brother-in-law Galib, my driver
Subodh and his family (wife and 2 children). I took them
with me because I feared for their lives!! We went to
Netrokona with great hardships. 1 was stopped several
times!! At one point, villagers were almost attacking us,
thinking that we were Pakistanis!!
I reached Netrokona the next day. My CSP batchmate
Abdul Hamid Chowdhry (Retired Secretary, Govt. of
Bangladesh) was then SDO, Netrokona. I urged him to
come with me to Meghalaya. Finally, my companion and I
reached Baghmara on Indian side after crossing the
treacherous Kongsho river,. We left our jeep behind and
walked into India. I was recieved by BSF who provided me
with a shelter! I heard later that Kishoreganj fell to the Pak
Army probably on April 22, 1971.
This is part of my story and part of history!! My wife and I
have written in Bangali (and some English)many episodes
o



on the Liberation war days and events: Next time we are in
Dhaka, we will contact you and share those moments. Poet
Shelley so rightly wrote:

"Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought"!!

Many people want to publish my book on the war. Maybe I
should write soon! (I have my diaries).
[ am very very busy. Yet I thought I must honor your
request. Waht I am sending you is in a rush- probably
somewhat disorganized.
I am in tears as | am writing you these lines. You threw me
into the past, a past which still haunts, and pleases me even
in my dreams. I love Kishoreganj and I love Bangladesh.
Bangladesh is in my blood- oi desher shonge amar narhir
shomporko!! I can never forget. I only pray for the country
and its real people!
Once again, | am grateful that I was lucky enough to be in
your thoughts. To me, this is a great pleasure; and also a
great treasure.
I am a professor now. I must thank my Ph.D. Student who is
kindly sending this email for me. (I cannot type long
emails!!)

Wishing you all the best.

Yours Sincerely,

Khashruzzaman Choudhury
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Gurujaneshu
Goon babu,

Namaskar.

In fact, I am in tears as well after reading your Kishoregonj
part-3, especially the email from Prof. Khashruzzaman
that you have put in it. So many thanks for giving me a
chance to get in a wonderful historical document. You take
the best care of yourself.

Shraddhabanata,
Gobinda Chakraborty.

Assistant Professor of Political Science
University of Dhaka
Now doing PhD at Concordia University, Montreal.
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