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South Asia Crisis, 1971 63

24, Memorandum for the Record!

Washington, April 9, 1971.

SUBJECT
40 Committec Meeting— Apnl 9

PARTICIPANTS

Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President

John Irwin, Under Sccretary of State

Thomas Moorer, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Robert Cushman, Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

Warren Nutter, Assistant Secretary of Defense

Joseph Sisco, Assistant Secretary of State

David Blee, CIA

Harold H. Saunders, NSC Staff

Following a Senior Review Group meeting on Ceylon and Pakistan,2 the meeting
moved into executive session at the request of the C1A member in order to consider
an item appropnate to the 40 Commuttee.

General Cushman began by summanzing a request that had been received (less
than | hine of source text not declassified] which had been circulated in a short memo
before the mecting (attached).3 This was a request for CIA provision of unmarked
small arms [less than | line of source text not declassified] 1o provide to the “freedom
fighters™ in East Pakistan. General Cushman remarked that the Agency had a secure
channel through which 1t could deliver such weapons but that his personal opimon
was that this operation would not remain sccret much beyond that. He noted that
Director Helms did not favor the project

In response to Dr. Kissinger's query, the following views were expressed:

—Mr. Irwin was “reluctant.™

—Admural Moorer felt that it would be “very wrong™ to be working on both sides
of the East Pakistani issue at once

—General Cushman felt that an affirmauve response would pre-judge the larger
policy 1ssue which the Scnior Review Group had been discussing

—Dr Kissinger summanzed by saying that he felt the President would never
approve this project

1 Source National Security Council Files, 40 Committee, Minutes— 1971, Secret;
Sensiuve

2 Sce Document 23

3 An Apnit 9 memorandum from Hetms to Kissinger was attached but not printed
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