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Who noble ends by noble means obtains,
Or failing, smiles in exile or in chains,
Like good Aurelius let him reign or bleed,
Like Socrates, that man is great indeed.

Pope’s Essay on Man.
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1. Hervey’s Meditations and Contemplations.

2. Meditations of Marcus Aurelius.

3. Consolations of Philosophy.

4. Sturm’s Reflections on the works of God.
5. Diary of golden thoughts.
6. Fenelon’s Ancient Philosophers.
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Professor Laing ICCTd—*“Such a body of teachers
distinguished by their acquirements and their character will
hardly be collected again, and as to the pupil we have not had
one like him since.”
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“To the gods I am indebted for having good grandfathers,
good parents, a good sister, good teachers, good associates,
good kinsmen and friends, nearly everything good.”
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“His end was like his life—deliberate, unflinching,
resolute. Six days of inability to eat or drink, through which
the habit of duty struggled against the failing body.”
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“Marcus, my father! Marcus, my brother! Marcus, my
son!” cried the bereaved citizens.

At his funeral the ordinary lamentations were omitted,
and men said to one another “He whom the gods lent us, has
rejoined the gods”.

His ashes were deposited in the tomb of Hadrian. His
death was lamented throughout the empire. The sculptured
pillar erected by M. Aurelius and the senate to his memory
“the Antonine Colum™ is still one grand ornament of Rome.
He was ranked amongst the gods and almost every person had
a statue of him in their houses.
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“Aurelius regarded himself as being, in fact, the servant
of all. It was his duty, like that, of the bull in the herd, or the
ram among the flocks; to confront every peril in his own
person, to be foremost in all the hardships of war; and most
deeply immersed in all the toils of peace. What gives the
sentences of Marcus Aurelius their enduring value and
fascination is that they are the gospel of his life. His practice
was in accordance with his precepts, or rather his precepts are
simply the records of his practice.—To the saintliness of the
cloister he added the wisdom of the man of the world.”

“In the whole range of Greek literature no work
(excepting the New Testament) has wider vogue and currency,
than these untutored meditations of the Imperial moralist.
Their spell lies in their sincerity; in them through endurance,
through isolation, and through self-restraint, soul speaks to
soul; sombre though they be, subdued and passionless, yet the
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words “have hands and feet”; and they become, as has been
said, a sort of “high-water mark of unassisted virtue.” They are
not congenial to all moods or temperaments—but in their own
province they possess a singular power of dignifying duty, of
shaming weakness, and of rebuking discontent. In the words of
Matthew Arnold, “He remains the especial friend and
comforter of all clear-headed and scrupulous, yet pure-hearted,
and upward-striving men, in those ages most especially that
walk by sight, not by faith, but yet have no open vision. He
cannot give such souls, perhaps, all they yearn for, but he
gives them much; and what he gives them they can receive.”
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