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“2 April 1952, Standing in the middle of Park Circus
Maidan, an awestruck youth sees Manik Banerji striding
over the Diagonal path to avast marquee. Subhash Mukherji
is giving an interview, brandishing some typed English
translations of the Turkish poet Nazim Hikmet. Mangala-
charan Chatterji in the press enclosure is preparing to write
his report. The names of the conveners are being announced
from the rostrum : Ustad Alauddin Khan, Uday Shankar,
Jamini Ray, Mama Wadekar, Sumitranandan Pant,
Vallathol, Mulk Raj Anand, Krishen Chander, Manik
Banerji, Manoranjan Bhattacharya, Saifuddin Kichlu,
Prithviraj Kapoor ..
Even the film star Prithviraj, in his spotless white 7 Yes,
for creative men of all sorts from all over the country have
gathered here for a week’s All-India Peace Conference.”
[“Towards a New Beginning : The Literary World of Mod;rn
Calcutta, 1941-1980” in Calcutta : The Living City, Vol. 1],
1990 ; Ed. Sukanta Chaudhuri (Translated from Bengali) ]
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The most beautiful sea
hasn’t been crossed yet.
The most beautiful child
hasn't grown up yet.
Our most beautiful days
we haven’t lived yet.
And the most beautiful words I wanted to tell you
I haven’t said yet...
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To all, to all,

to whomever I don’t know, to whomever never

heard this name, to those who dwell

all along our long rivers,

at the foot of the volcanoes, in the sulphuric

shadow of copper, to fishermen and farmhands,

to blue Indians on the shores

of lakes sparkling like glass,

to the shoemaker who at this very hour questions,
nailing leather with ancient hands,

to you, to the one who unknowingly has awaited me,
I belong and acknowledge and sing.
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“The old writers’ haunt at 46 Dharamtala Street had dis-
appeared ; but close by, another dilapidated house was set
up as a meeting-place for poets, actors and musicians from
East Pakistan. Here they rehearsed the songs which they
would then sing round the city to raise funds for the resistance
movement. They were looked after by the writers of Calcutta,
led ( to the detriment of his own health ) by Dipendranath
Baperji. In that house, Sanjeeda Khatun and Wahed-ul-
Haq taught their troupe songs ; the film director Zaheer
Raihan recounted his experience. Local writers would
gather in the evening. One day, trudging up the dark
stairs, Subhash Mukherji paused and recited to a junior
some lines from Pherai, his long poem then in progress.
‘It is turning out well ?” he asked. But the images evoked
by Pherai were those of another agony, the Naxalite move-
ment.”
[ 8w, 7. 183 ]
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