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“The Emperor [Akbar] had ceased to believe in the Quran,
he did not believe in life after death, nor in the Day of
Judgement. He had gone further. He had determined publicly to
use the new formula : ‘there is no god but Allah and Akbar is
God's Representative’. But as this led to commotions, he
thought it wiser to restrict the use of this formula to a few
people within the precincts of the Haram. Sajdah or the form of
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prostration reserved by Islam for God alone, was made
compulsory before the Emperor.

Wine was declared lawful, and bacon was made an
ingredient of wine; Jizyah or the military tax was abolished and
beef was declared unlawful. Pigs and dogs were specially
reared and regarded as manifestations of God. The Salat or the
prescribed prayers, the Saum or the prescribed fasts and the
Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca were abolished. The islamic
calender was replaced by the new-fangled llahi months and
years. Indeed Islam after a thousand years was considered to
have played itself out; the study of Arabic was looked upon as
if it were something unlawful; the Law of Islam or Figh, Tafsir
or the exegesis of the Quran and Hadith or the traditions of the
Prophet were ridiculed; and those who prosecuted these

studies were looked down as deserving of contempt.

The ‘Adhan’ or call to the prayers, and the Namaz-I-Jamat
or congregational prayers which used to be, as prescribed by
Islam, offered five times a day in the state hall were stopped.
Such names as Ahmad, Muhammad and Mustafa, the various
names of the Prophet of God, had become offensive to the
Emperor, and to utter them was a crime. Mosques and prayer
rooms were changed into store-rooms and into Hindu guard-

rooms.

Islam was in great distress. Unbelievers could openly ridicule
and condemn Islam and the Muslims. The rites of Hinduism
were clebrated in every street and corner, while Muslims were
not permitted to carry out the injunctions of Islam. The Hindus
when they observed fast could compel the Muslims not to eat
and drink in public, while they themselves could eat and drink
publicly during Ramajan. At several places Muslims had to pay
with their lives for sacrificing the cow on ‘ld-ul-Adha’. A number
of mosques were destroyed by Hindus and temples erected in
their place.” [Mujaddid's Conception of Tawhid, P. 12-14, i
edition, 1943] ) '
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 QYIIAT WTE (MR ] v, ...Golam Ahmed Mortaza known
to us as a man well-versed in the history of Islam and re-
spected for his erudition and art of eloquency...”
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Reaeirv ISR WYH Q. AW I, “Undoubtedly he is a well-read
scholar specialising in the history of Muslim religion. The approach of the
author is non-communal and his efforts for preserving amity among people
of different religions are praiseworthy. In a problem-ridden coyntry like
ours, men like Golam Ahmed Mortaza should be encouraged by all for his
well thought out ideas about secularity showing respect to various reli-
gions including Islam.” |
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