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Hindusthan Standard ( July 26, 1954 )
A USEFUL VOLUME ON SPORTS

Sports literaturo in Indian languages is still very scanty. The public
enthusiasm for the different games has tremendously increased in recent days
but true knowledge which is at the root of all cnjoyments has yet to be gained
and mastered by our sincere but occasionally overzcalous ‘funs’.

A recently published book in Bengali under the title of ‘‘Kheladhulay
Jnaner Katha'' or ‘“The treatise on knowledge in sports by Sri Khelowar”
published by Indian Associated Publishing Co., Lid. (93 Harrison Road,
Calcutta ), is an ambitious effort to make up this deficiency in the sporting
life. T'o cover almost all branches of modern games viz., Football, Cricket,
Hockey, Badminton, Tennis, Tabletennis, Volleyball, Basketball, Swimming,
Boxing, Wrestling, Cycling from their probable origin to the present dovelop-
ment in a book of two hundred pages was by itsclf a difficult task and the
author could not be expected to present them in minute details or in all
their aspects. What really surprises onc, however, is tho clever brevity with
which the author has marshalled his facts and figures and the homely
simplicity with which he has dwelt his subjects for an average young reader.
He has, indeed, rarcly missed any information about all major International
Tournament « with special reference to India’s performance and has also
included in his book forcign tours by or to India. A list of the Olympic
records in track and field events from 1896 to 1952 and another comparative
list of tho records set up in the Olympics and other world events including
the Asian Games and National Championships attached at the end of the
volume turn it almost as o ‘‘directory”” in sports.

It is true, this relatively small book has been too much stuffed with ‘facts’
and a few tales and anecdotes here and there might have made it more
interesting. DBut the author’s seriousness of purpose is quite unmistakable
and the publication is sure to be a forerunner of many more in futuro.

With an appropriate get-up representing various games with the Olympic
torch and fairly 1llustrated the book is priced rather cheaply at Rs. 2-8.

The Statesman ( July 1, 1954 )
SPORTS COMPENDIUM

Amid a scarcity of sports books in Bengali the recent publication of
Kheladhulay Jnaner Katha (Book of information on Sports and Games) by
Khelowar fulfils a genuine demand by young folk in this age of sports-
mindedness.

The book clearly outlines the history, development and the present
national organisation of all major games played in India. The contents
includo football, cricket, hockey, tennis, boxing, wrestling, swimming, cycling,
cte. Major tournaments in cach department are specifically dealt with.

A separate chapter is devoted to the Olvmpic Games, which, in addition to
other details, show a completo list of results in the major cvents since 1896.
Indian, Bengal, Olympic and world athletic records are given in an appendix.
Neatly printed and well illustrated the book has a pleasant make-up.
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Amrita Bazar Patrika (July 2, 1954)
SPORTS BOOK IN BENGALI

Sports lovers will be happy at the publication of Kheladhulay Jnaner Katha
by Sri Khelowar in Bengali. The book discusses in detail the origin and
dcvelopment of all major games of the world giving an inside picture of
national and international organisations. Of special interest is the chapter
of football. The history of the Olympics has been dealt with capably showing
a complete list of tho results in major cvents since 189G, Neatly printed and
well illustrated the book removes a long-felt want of a sports book in
Bengali.
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