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Adenauer is a prominent Catholic in the Rheinland, who
was Mayor of Cologne before Hitler came to power. It is
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now with a special personal emotion that he takes up the
restoration of that Cologne which was a broken trayload of
crokery when it was taken out of his hands. When he was
last Lord Mayor he was in his fifties, he is now a man of
seventy. He has an energetic, though some what insignificant
appearance ; a long lean oval face, almost no hair, small blue
active eyes, little button-nose and a reddish complexion. He
looks remarkably young and he has the quietly confident
manner of a successful and attentive young man.

‘There are two aspects of reconstruction which we con-
sider of equal importance,’ he said, ‘one, the material rebuil-
ding of the city. But just as important is the creation of a
new spiritual life. You can’t have failed to notice that the
Nazis have laid German culture just as flat as the ruins of
the Rheinland and the Ruhr. Fifteen years of Nazi rule
have left Germany a spiritual desert, and perhaps it is
more necessary to draw attention to this than to the physical
ruins, for the spiritual devastation is not so apparent. There
is hunger and thirst now for spiritual values in Germany.
This is especially true of Cologne because here, in the past,
we have had such a significant spiritual life and activity.
Here it is possible to-day to do a great deal. Only the best
should be our aim. We should have in Cologne the best
education, the best books, the best newspapers, the best
music.’

The point that Adenauer came back to again and again
—his whole position rested on it—was that the Germans
were really starving spiritually, and that it was therefore of
the utmost importance to give their minds and souls some
food. .
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