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“..He was born at Saketa in Oudh, his mother's name was
Suvarnaksi, He was a bhadanta, he was a philosopher, a poet, a
musician and a great preacher. His voice was so loud that he was
called Asvaghosa {(or neighing like a horse). Suzuki calls him a
Mahayanist and has translated his philosophical work, Mahayana-
Sraddhotpada-Sutra, or awakening of faith in Mahayana [Daisetz
Teitaro Suzuki, Asvaghosa’s Discourse on the Awakening of Faith in
the Mahayana, Chicago, 1900]. But Mahayana was not yet. It came
two generationts after Asvaghosa. The Awakening is a wonderful
work. Its original has not been yet found. Suzuki translated the
Chinese translation, which treats of the the great problems of
Mahayana. But there is nothing of Mahayana in Asvaghosa's great
epics. The Buddhacarita has been edited from very inferior materi-
als by the late E. B. Cowell who was for some years the Principal of
the Calcutta Sanskrit college. Better materials are now available as
I have shown in one of my papers in the J-A-S-B [“A new manuscript
of Buddha-Carita”, NS : V, 1909, pp. 47-49]. But Cowell had done
another thing, The Sanskiit Buddhacarita is only half the work, the
other half is yet unavailable. But Cowell has translated the Chinese
translation of Buddhacarita also which is complete in 28 cantos. His
other epic the Saundarananda was discovered by me and has been
edited by me from old and good materials. [Saundarananda Kavya
of Arya Bhadanta Asvaghosa, ed. by Haraprasad Sastri, Rev. and
ed. by Chintaharana Chakravarti, The Bibliotheca Indica Series,
Asiatic Society, Calcutta 1939]. Both are epics of great merit written
in Classical Sanskrit in which the majority of Buddhist works are
written. The Buddhacarita deals with the epic life of Buddha and the
Saundarananda with that of his step-brother Nanda. The doctrines
are those of N. Buddhism and not yet of Mahayana. Buddha speaks
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to Nanda, ‘You have done your duty, you are emancipated, now go
and preach and save others’, exactly what the Mahavastu speaks
of. Itis not S. Buddhism for no emphasis is laid on discipline and the
regulation of conduct. The poetry of both these works is of a very
high order. The characters are distinct and very well-drawn. The
images, the descriptions and the similes are all that can be desired.
Subsequent Sanskrit poets, even Kalidasa is indebted to
Asvaghose for many of his most admired similes. But | need not
expatiate on them here as | have done so is the preface to my edi-
tion of the Saundarananda.

“It is said that emperor Kaniska invested Pataliputra. The King

was not prepard to defend his capital and sued for peace but
Kaniska demanded nine crores of rupees which the king had not. It
was afterwards settled that the king should send Asvaghosa to
Kaniska and the Emperor would value him at three crores of rupees.
Buddha's alms-bowl was valued at three crores of rupees and some
other relic at the same price. From this it will be seen how greatly
Asvaghosa was appreciated by his contemporaries. Asvaghosa
seems to have been originally a brahmana. His knowledge of the
Vedas and the brahmanic law was deep and profound, he distinctly
lays down that Buddha's religion was an outcome of the Samkhya
doctrines of Kapila. Samkhya's aim was to become Kevala or
absolute but Buddha saw that no entity can be absolute and uncon-
ditioned, and he so modified Kapila’s doctrine as to destroy the enti-
ty of the soul.” (“The Nor-thern Buddhism”. I-H-Q, June 1925, pp.
209-11).
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“...His Cittavisuddhi-prakarana advocates Mahayana and says
that when a man girds up his loins to save the world his petty faults
should be overlooked by his contemporaries. He is very bitter
against brahmanas. He says if salvation can be gaind by a dip into
the Ganges then the fishermen are ail saved, not to speak of the fish
which are day and night immersed in it. The book has been revised
by another Aryadeva in later times, for at the end are mentioned
images not known in the great Aryadeva’s time and there was one
Aryadeva in Bengal who wrote also in Bengali.” (“The Northern
Buddhism”, I-H-Q, Sept. 1925, p. 464).
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ofera Ao 3l Aufen T | ‘FeRufaezad’ d78 T4 1 5. P. B.

Patel ed. Cittavisuddhiprakarana, Visva Bharati 1949, Introduction.
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HET W Fiedtes, “Two Yanas are well-known, the Maha-

and the Hina-yana. Of course, the Maha-yanists arrogate upon
themselves the title of ‘great’ and relegate all others as Hina-, or,
‘low’. The latter however, do not take this opprobrious epithet lying,
they call themselves as belonging to either Sravaka-yana or
Pratyeka-yana and return the abuse on the Maha-yanists by calling
them Kapalikas. The Sravakas hear from Buddha his upadesa, act
according to his directions and strictly follow his instructions. They
cannot get Nirvana (even the lowest form of Nirvana, which they
aspire to) without a Buddha. The Pratyeka Buddhas are those who
by. their own exertions at times, when there were no Buddhas in the
world, attain to Nirvana. They call the Maha-yanists not Maha- but
Bodhi-sattva-yana. That aslo, | believe, in derision, because accord-
ing to them there can be but one or two Bodhi-sattvas in the world
at a time; but every votary of Mahayana is a Bodhisattva.”
(Advayavajrasamgraha, G-O-S No. XL, Introduction, p. xxvi).
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last day of his stay in Calcutta, | showed this MS. to Professor
Schervetsky [Stcherbatskoi], and he was convinced of the genuine-
ness of the work. He pronounced it to be a great discovery. He said
that European scholars would be anxious to get it, and asked me to
go to press at once. ...Dr. Ross tells me that Professor Schervetsky
regarded the finding of this work as the greatest sensation during
his stay in India.” (“Notes on the newly found Manuscript of
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“The Smriti had its origin in the Vaidika Schools, Sakhas or
Parsads, each Sakha, to preserve the integrity of the Vedic tradi-
tions prevailing among its followers, wrote works on the six
Vedangas, namely (1) Phonetics; (2) Sacrificial and other Laws; (3)
Grammar; (4) Philology; (5) Prosody, and (6) Astronomy. Of the six
Vedangas the second called Kalpa is broadly divided into two
Sections, Srauta and Smarta. Srauta deals with sacrificial rules and
serves as a commentary and supplement to the Brahmanas, while
the Smarta deals with domestic and social regulations which derive
their authority from the memory of and tradition among the sages.
There are many schools which have preserved their Kalpas intact,
but the majority have left only fragments of their Kalpas; of the for-
mer class are the schools of Apastamba, Baudhyayana, Hiranya-
kesin, Asvalayana and Katyayana; of the later, i.e., those whose
Kalpas we get only in a fragmentary and incomplete condition are
Bharadvaja, Masaka, Gautama, Vasistha and so forth.” (Shastri.
Cat., Vol. Ill, Smriti Manuscripts, preface, pp. vi-vii).
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“There, however, came a split in the Buddhist camp, in the sec-
ond century after Buddhas Nirvana. The Maha vamsa ascribes this
split to ten points of conduct, such as storing a bit of salt in a horn,
taking some refreshment before going to an invitation to a distant
village, continuing to take cooked food some minutes after twelve,
and so on. The Maha-vamsa says, the younger generation of
monks wanted relaxation of the food, conduct and moral regulations
so rigidly enforced by Buddha himseif and his elderly disciples. But
the Elders would not yield and inch and there was a split, Modern
thinkers consider these points of difference to be too trivial to war-
rant an abiding and everiasting separation. A perusal of the Maha-
vastu-Avadana will convince the reader that there were deeper
causes of separation. The Primitive Buddhism thought Buddha to
be a human being who by exertion sustained through innumerabie
births attained to Buddhahood, or the position of the teacher and
guide of the world. He was, they thought, Laukika or human but the
new schoo! thought him to be Lokottara, super-human. It may be
noted here that from the colophons of the Maha-vastu some people
thought it to be a work on the Vinaya of the Lokottaravadins among
the Maha-sanghikas, or the new school. But this seems to be hard-
ly convincing; the word Lokottara-vadinam in these colophons is a
permanent adjective or Uddesya-visesana and not a predicative
adjective or Vidheya-visesana, and among the various schools
which arose in the new school, there is hardly any sect named
Lokottara-vadin. According to this school Buddha was exerting
through innumerable Kalpas. (Their idea of time and space is more
spacious and of longer duration than that of primitive Buddhism). In
one Kalpa it was pronounced by the Buddha of the time that this dis-
ciple of his would be a great man. In another Kalpa the Buddha of
the time pronounced that he should be a Buddha, another Buddha
of another Kalpa declared that his time was coming. Kasyapa of this
Kalpa, appointed him yuva-raja and so he was born at Kapila-vastu
and became Buddha. This is certainly, more than human. Primitive
Buddhism thought that there were six Buddhas before him and one
would follow him. These are called Manusi Buddhas. But the new
school enumerates at least three hundred Buddhas (though by
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counting | got only 297), and says that the number in infinite. In the
Maha-vastu which is the gospel of the new school, Buddha is given
the miraculous power of sending emanations from him exactly like
him and calling them Nirmitas which were perhaps in later times
called Nirmana-Kayas. (Advayavajrasamgraha, G-O-S, No. XL,
1927, Introduction, pp. xvii-xix.
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Patanjali in his Mahabhasya mentions the Samkhyas. The
Lankavatarasutra, one of the Pre-Mahayana sutras of the Buddhists,
mentions the Samkhya by name, and Asvaghosa, one of the precursors
of Mahayana, bases the whole Buddhist system of thought on the influ-
ence of the Samkhya. He says that both the teachers to whom Buddha
applied for the solution of the problem of life, were followers of Kapila.
The first teacher, Adara Kalama, explained to him the system of Kapila
and pointed out to him how the human soul in its upward march can
reach Infinity of space without losing individuality. The second teacher,
Uddaka Ramaputra, led him still further. But Buddha was not satisfied. He
contended that if Individuality remained, one cannot attain absolute
Nirvana. So he studied and meditated for six years under the Bo-tree at
Gaya and at last succeeded in destroying Individuality. He came to a
state in which there would be no Samjna and no Samjni. Thus he sup-
plied, as it were, the coping-stone to the arch of the Samkhya system,
and brought it to a transcendental hight never contemplated by the
founder of the system, Kapila himself. It may be argued that this is the
idea of Asvaghosa. But Asvaghosa was one of the patriarchs of
Buddhism. He was the Guru of Kaniska and as such flourished in the first
or second century A.D. His opinion on a matter like this carry a good deal
of weight.

It is a well-known fact that the original sutras of Kapila are lost with
their bhasyas, commentaries, nay the whole literature based on them.
What authentic literature remains, is confined to the seventy karikas of
Isvarakrsna, called in the Chinese Tripitaka, the Golden Seventy. The
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Chinese Tripitaka is mainly, nay exclusively, Buddhistic. But it contains a
few important Hindu works too, one of them is the ‘Golden Seventy'.
Gaudapada, the precursor of Sankara, writes a commentary on them,
and to these Sankara is indebted for ali his ideas and quotations of the
Samkhya system of philosophy. Sankara belonged to the early years of
the ninth century and Gaudapada one generation earlier. But what is the
age of Isvarakrsna?

The question has been solved in a Chinese work entitled the life of
Vasubandhu written by an Indian monk named Paramartha, who migrat-
ed to China at the end of the fifth century A.D. and there wrote the book.
He informs us that Isvarakrsna was a contemporary and rival of
Vasubandhu, a Buddhist monk born in Peshawar and lived at the city of
Oudh. He and his brother Asanga were the two pillars of the Mahayana
faith in that century. They found a tough antagonist in Isvarakrsna and it
is said that Isvarakrsna gained a reward of three lakhs of rupees by refut-
ing the Buddhists, from the then reigning king, Baladitya.

So the work, entitled Isvarakrsna-Karika is the sheet anchor of the
chronology of the Samkhya Literature. Isvarakrsna belonged to the fifth
century A.D. and we have to go backwards and forwards in our quest of
the dates of the Samkhya works. At the end of his work he gives us some
information about the previous history of his system. The history is very
meagre. But still it is authentic as coming from a man of Isvarkrsna’s
stamp. He says this system of philosophy was taught by the founder,
Paramarsi to Asuri and he gave it to Pancasikha who wrote many works.
The names of Asuri and Pancasikha are well known to every Brahmin,
who cares to perform his daily ablutions, for he has to pour water every-
day for the benefit of certain Rsis and these are,—Sanaka, Sananda,
Sanatana, Kapila, Asuri, Bodhu and Pancasikha. But are they really his-
torical persons? Sanaka, Sananda and Sanatana are mythical. Are the
rest also mythical? The historicity of Kapila is never doubted. He is the
founder of the Samkhya system and is called Paramarsi. Asuri and
Pancasikha are both mentioned in the Mahaoharata and in that part of it
which is really historical, commencing with such expressions as—

Tatrapyudaharantimam itihasam puratanam

There is a dialogue in the Santiparvan between Janaka and
Pancasikha. Asuri also is mentioned there. But we have more tangible
proofs of their existence as authors. Gunaratna, in his commentary, page
104, gives a quotation from Asuri on a vital question of the system and
Pancasikha has been several times quoted in the Vyasa Bhasya on the
Yogasutras.
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Isvarakrsna gives us another piece of information that with the
exception of the stories (in support of the Samkhya Theory) and with the
exception of the refutation of other systems his seventy Karikas will give
all that is to be found in the Sastitantra. So there was a work entitled
Sastitantra, in which, not only were the Samkhya doctrines elaborated,
but stories were given and refutations of other systems. But we know
nothing more about the Saslitantra except a quotation in Gaudapada’s
commentary from that work and a summary of its contents in the
Pancatantra work entitled Ahirbudhna-samhita. There is however a body
of sutras divided into six chapters entitied Samkhy4-Pravacana and com-
mented upon by a scholar named Vijnana Bhiksu in the eleventh centu-
ry, which contains a chapter of Akhyayikas (stories) and another on refu-
tations. Cannot this Samkhya-Pravacana be the Sastitantra? But we
know nothing of the Sastitantra beyond the only guotation and the enu-
meration of topics just referred to and the name which means ‘sixty top-
ics’ differently explained by different commentators. Was the Sastitantra
in a sutra form? We do not know. But the Pravacana s in sutras. That the
Pravacana is not the original Sastitantra is proved by its inclusion of a
good many modern ideas. For instance, it calls the Advaita System by the
name of Advaita, so it is not Sastitantra. It quotes the opinion of
Pancasikha, so it cannot be the original sutras of Kapila, All that can be
said about its authenticity is that it is based upon Sastitantra, but has
been altered and interpolated beyond recognition. But what is the author-
ity of Isvarakrsna? Does he follow an old tradition or does he give new
interpretation to the Samkhya doctrine prevailing in his time? He simply
says that all that is to be found in the Sastitantra is also to be found in his
seventy Karikas. This shows that he does not introduce any novelty but
only follows an old tradition, and from whom does that tradition derive its
anthority? The question is rather difficult to be solved for want of materi-
als. | found, however, after a good deal of search, a manuscript of the
Karikas at the Jaina Upasraya named Sripujya in the city of Bikaner in
which the Karikas are described as Mathara Bhasya. From that | inferred
that there was a body of Samkhya sutras on which Mathara wrote a
Bhasya and that Isvarakrsna simply followed him. Curiously enough,
Gunaratna in enumerating the works of Samkhya iiterature says—

Samkhyanam tarkagranthah Sastitantroddhararupam Mathara
bhasyam Samkhyasaptatinamakam,—which accords perfectly with the
ideas | imbibed at Bikaner. But before that | several times read that pas-
sage but could not understand it, as the ltalian editor of Gunaratna has
put commas after Sastitantroddharapm and after Mathara-bhasya. | was



@I 2308 A2 es

led to think that Gunaratna speaks of three works. But Matharabhasya is
not the seventy Karikas. It has a separate existence, as Gunaratna
quotes in page 96.
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Professor Sylvain Levi tells us from Chinese sources that there were

three learned men at the court of Kaniska at the end of the first century
A.D., (1) Asvaghosa was his Gury, (2) Mathara, his prime-minister and
(3) Caraka his chief physician. | am tempted to identify the Bhasyakara
Mathara with the prime-minister, because the other-two of his contempo-
raries were both experts in the Samkhya. He also presumably was an
expert too, and primeministers in ancient days were not averse to writing
exhausitive and comprehensive works. But the great difficulty is to fix the
individuality of the authors because Mathara and Caraka are Gotra
names. :
The question of the derivation of the word ‘Samkhya’ was a difficult
one. | did not understand why the system of Kapila should be named
Samkhya. When asked, the pandits generally give a couplet in explana-
tion which runs thus—

deal TG aER STERE SRR |
w9 9gtd o oo, wiemn s |

Evidently the word ‘Samkhya’ means number, enumeration. But the
pandits invariably explain it by Vivekakhyati, the differentation between
the spirit and the matter, Prakrti and Purusa. But Professor Garbe boldly
translated the word as Enumeration and called the Samkhya System as
the Enumerative System and not the Hylotheistic System as translated by
Hall. That gave me some food for though. It occured to me that Kaplila
tried to fix philosophical ideas by numbers and my readings in the later
Vedic literature confirmed me in my idea. | found that the Vedic writers
were not very definite at their numbers. In enumerating the organs of
sense they were not very definite about the number five. They would
often say, Caksu, Srotra, Ghrana, Prana, Vak, etc. So also in the case of
vital airs. They would sometimes say Prana and Apana; sometimes they
would include Vyana but rarely they would speak of the five vital airs. So
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1 began to think that Kapila did a great service to Indian thought by fixing
philosophical ideas by numbers. | found Buddha also did the same. He
also fixed his ideas by numbers, Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path to
Arhatship and so on, and Buddha was a follower of Kapila. Mahavira also
did the same and | am inclined to think that all the six heretical schools
also followed the same method. All the ancient writers of India were, in
this matter at least, the disciples of Kapila till Kanada introduced a high-
er method of philosophizing, namely that of finding Sadharmya and
Vaidharma, similarity and dissimilarity, and it took several centuries to rise
from enumeration to comparison, Comparison led to classification in
which the earlier writers were very deficient.

The chronology of the original works is very difficult to settle. | now
give my own ideas for whatever they are worth. | think that Kapila wrote
his sutras, 22 in number, for the benefit, either of Asuri, his brother and
disciple, or for an unknown Brahmin in the latter part of the Vedic period,
before the Svetasvataropanisad or the Kathopanisad were composed.
That the Enumerative School was adopted by all schools of thought,
orthodox Brahmins, Buddhists, Jainas, Ajivakas, Lokayatas and others.
As the sutras were perfecily unsectarian, the different schools put their
own interpretations on them and made them to serve their own purpose.
The Brahmins wrote a comprehensive body of the sutras based on these,
not only one body of sutras, but | believe, there were many such bodies
of sutras; for, Gaudapada in his commentary quotes a sutra which is not
to be found in the Samkhya-Pravacana, which consists of 553 sutras, but
he says it belonged to the Sastitantra. Buddhism and Jainism are simply
expansions of Kapila’s ideas but it is wonder of wonders that we still get
manuscripts of the original sutras of Kapila, though often in a modified
and mutilated form.

| believe that Kapila wrote the 22 sutras, giving the bare outline of his
system of primitive philosophy. He wrote before the Svetasvatara, the
Katha Upanisad and other later Vedic works embodying Samkhya ideas,
were composed. His ideas were accepted in the seventh and sixth cen-
turies B.C., a century or two later than the end of the Vedic period by all
classes of thinkers. But they modified his system according to their own
ideas and carried them to their logical conclusion by discarding
individuality. The Jainas kept to his last conclusion by making ‘Kaivalya’
or ‘individuality’ absolute. The orthodox Brahmins on the other hand,
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wrote a body of sutras embodying his ideas but incorporating is it such
peculiar ideas of their own as the authenticity of the Vedas, efficacy of
sacrifices and so on. This body of the sutras is lost. One single sutra only
is to be found in Gaudapada's commentary of the Golden Seventy.
Mathara wrote a commentary on this body of the sutras and some one
perhaps elaborated it into the form of Sastifantra or Sixty Topics.
Isvarakrsna epitomized Sastitanira and followed Matharabhaasya in the
fifth century, Gaudapada wrote a commentary on the seventy Karikas of
Isvarakrsna, but he knew of the existence of the work in the Brahmana
form, for he says, in the beginning of his work, that Kapiia was the son of
Brahma; with him were born jnana, Dharma, Vairagya and Aisvarya; and
he imparted his knowledge to a Brahmin of Asurigotra; (So Asuri was not
his brother, because Kapila belonged to Gautama gotra which contained
many eminent men known in the Vedas). The Samkhya-Pravacana was
based on the previous literature on the subject but modified by Sankara’s
ideas for Vijnanabhiksu, the earlier and Sesvara commentator, was a
downright follower of Sankara. His disciple, Bhava Ganesa however
comments on the 22 sutras and there were many commentaries on the
same later on. (J-B-O-R-§, Vol. IX, part Il, 1923, pp. 151-62).
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“So Buddha taught that man is simply an aggregate of five
Skandhas or bunches; (i) Rupa, matter; (ii) Vedana, feeling; (iii)
Samijna, conception; (iv) Samskara, activity and (v) Vijnana, con-
sciousness. They come together by force of their previous karma
and form a human being. At death the five separate and go their
own way as directed by their karma. So there is no Atma or soul.
The five Skandhas enjoy or suffer according to their karma....

“After the full development of the Mahayanic ideas of Tri-Kaya
[«ftm, sTomisteerm, fRsfia=ma), of Prajna, of Karuna, and of others there
was in the seventh century A.D. a craving among the Buddhists for
the representation of these subjective, etherial and metaphysical
ideas on canvas and in stones for the edification of those who are
not fit for such a hard study as the Mahayana required, and so the
five Skandhas were represented as the five Dhyani Buddhas. The
phrase Dhyani Buddha is a misnomer given fo those representa-
tions by people who did not understand their import. They were nei-
ther Buddhas nor were engaged in Dhyana or meditation. They are
simply the representations of the absolute form of the five
Skandhas.” ADVAYAVAJRASAMGRAHA, G-O-S, No. XL, 1927,
introduction pp. xxvii-xxviii.
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TOR *It Saaifiadl IWBeR @ ra WA (oIt | “They began to cast
their eyes for a military man to fight for them. And they found such
a man in Pusya Mittra, the Commander-in-Chief of the Maurya
empire.... He was a Brahminist to the core and hated the Buddhists.
At first he led the Maurya armies against the Greeks, who advanced
year after year to the very heart of the Maurya empire. After a suc-
cessful campaign, he returned to Pataliputra with his victorious
army, and the feeble representative of Asoka on the throne accord-
ed him a fitting reception. A camp was formed outside the city and
a review was held of a large army. In the midst of the festivities an
arrow struck the king on the forehead. The king expired instantly.
the Maurya empire was gone and Pusya Mittra became the master
of the situation, and we read in the Malavikagnimittra that he
remained with his army at Pataliputra and made his son king of
Vidisa. We clearly see the hands of Brahmanas in this great revolu-
tion. For, shortly after the revolution, Pusya Mittra planned a horse
sacrifice at Pataliputra, the very capital of Asoka, who prohibited the
slaughter of animals throughout his empire. Does not this show the
Brahmanas triumphant? Vasumittra, his grandson, was appointed to
guard the horse in its unrestrained career through his empire. His
mother, the queen of Agnimitira, invoked the blessings of
Brahmanas for her son, and she arranqed\for the distribution of 800
gold money a month to B o i e 1Eight hundred gold
money a month is a very respectable educational grant. In some
Buddhist books Pusya Mittra is regarded as a persecutor of
Buddhism. In fact, he was entirely in the hands of Brahmanas, and
in two generations, the Brahmanas not only made themselves actu-
al masters of the Maurya empire as it then stood, but spread their
influence far and wide, gave a new turn to Buddhist and Jaina reli-
gions, compiled and codified all branches of knowledge then known,
and gave a turn to Brahmanism which it has not lost ever since.” (J-
A-S-B, N-S, Vol. vi, May 1910, pp. 260-61).
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a paper contributed by me on the Dismemberment of the Maurya
Empire | advanced a theory that they were of Persian origin from the
fact that the names of the kings of this dynasty ended with the word
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‘Mitra’, a favourite deity of the Persians. | have now got some facts
for the identification of the family. In page 312 of the Lalyayana
Srauta Sutra there is a sutra in which the opinion of the Sungas are
cited in support of the author. A commentator, in explaining the word
‘Sunga’, says ‘Sungah Acaryya’, that is, the Sungas were Acaryyas
or teachers of the Sama Veda. (J-A-S-B, N-S, Vol, viii, July 1912,
pp. 287).
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pure.” [S-B-I-M, p. 261]

dwet-q



St @raad

gdie @3 I BT MR T $I @A-TEA TS AP FRATEA
@R (@-37F TR Tora Mt T© &9 Feidas W 38 A1
4, ©IF WAF ST ¢ Yl Te I fFsely Famie TR oma )
B AR gl SR T wore @fererae ey @-srwe ffa-AifE 1z
ﬁvwwﬁﬁﬁaaﬁmmmummﬁﬁ\mmﬁmam
g ©Te s IeTOTR—

“ZfENST TINSTR WAAISTR SIS |
SFEREFeILy vigg Rewme 1
‘R 1 Y A AL IS Ree, SRS O )
RrEemaem (ke JRegme 1
“TIACZEA IF JARIR(LTSIS |
TR © oW oHifime e TRIgee 1731
@3 (! (7 SRR I oghifE e Ffre o [ReY, @ FeaR
eyt HIR—ARe fPgres Fifeete 23 71 Sl Y IfFTs it
Tereln N Sfows 41 27, W (O PiNE @ giams «fdre 29 | v@
351 g 71 AT TR o T Treie—
“QIVpiifRieIR IR BSFPT TREAS |
CRTER et frepe Reag Redes 173y
TP 93 F—
“EAATCTSIgs RN raf® |
FRHFICHTSTS GRATHS Frafs 17
wdie 787 T A IR o e grel G @e @ w—
TEFia IS FEE AW G IRy 23 57 Ny Fifw e
Eeichl
@R ATH, THOW 8 RO Ofiel, WEEREEeAIT o,
TorTreRif@if o, arpfs FIR e A IR T, @I NIRIGR
FA—JARIG FEA—ICLRIGIF I | TSR 7 AfE 2
BT WFPF Y M WA AFTF 4B AR | T-TJEAES ©F,
‘RTeERE, CIRARE ARy, WIS, ‘@A,
TAfeeR” W ‘@RNeFE-TREe’, TgEile, IGerR, T,
‘ST, TN | TF TS TN IRR—TS TN IR AT 04yl sl
Q-3F ©F TRTC WY 2O GRS Sl 7 | ILH G2FA ¥S W



QYT WY 5

PTF ANT—C1-7F B 6 Ro—Fw fFnaf 23re—od =7
SY3HITed i e

Q-IF GYOF—TOF—INRANG I 771 1 FAAfoa HIoiTs «@a
T, “GI T *FONFA A SN HETIL (T [Fafe =,
et R, Rl =, w1l a@se i @I 2 fedfe 11" adie
wifil of i qoie SoRm RS T L@ PR QIR AL WA
G3F9 (IS RTIBTSTH | G2-7F4 T AP agefas @ o @,
TR A1 RS = AR I I TR O TR 0 W A |
PR [Tn @8 @—a3-59 oW BT IR Bist, Bamt, sifgst,
1A, R7ad, T2 awiieaieead witg | 751 I Reaifs AE—oi-
Banite o Siis *Ie 3 Wow | «FE TS @1¥S IR Pae—
SRSIHT Yo IR TS (T @2 www 33 WS 23[ |
SRACS (I TSOI #/fersa e @ ¢F Lot WieR ©r7 s i |
g @ et 7t ghitere e Tt WSH—as T 61 —@F @ TY3HTS
Co1E, SR ot T T 7l | ©IL FIRNPS-A-IIRNT G F TSI gires
W | g @ BT &7 797 FOjR OlRred GF61 T-SHP g Il
TRW@ | O W8S IFE—AY! @ AR} AW TS F—a A Wt
Fygew SRYIRS |”

Lad gl Tifated 711 WIgE Sive 2308 shasih i o
G TRMA (RS] IE SN SAFIS TH @ Hq0oAM-—-@ &M (N
-STI-NACIR B9 OF IRPTI A— @ A (T ASNER @ B> A
F—Q@ A CIE T2 e A IW—0R A Bhte AR S
it o T, wifen, @R, o, @fe, Pris, P, Fooret,
THIEN, (o7, 199 ePfon TP IR A TLEATS CoTeT—TTK
K (G RTR SYeAiTe e |

eyl s fm 23ce8 qd «Rmifm e e @&fm
Aenafre arw ffm e sfite o shmiftem—czie 23re3
SIRIE AL el T T WS IR Faw wfare 22Tife | {6 fog
¢ femifivm ¢ R Aifre fres 1) g oI Y77 <Av-28 *e I
1 2Zre o T IR shve Afa—am v xg % )
ORI ZIOR Y «F TS 23 | TS e g s wfts few
R Fogom wve we e w1 feg =g g am fem il | e
TEE e | @R JrEHeE TRk T wE oF 1% e | IR
CRItE SeH-Tefe Zo—wiRl Wiem-aiefy foF 23 %S | qIEA
§2% RN 2fea I g 22re AT —wrRIE aYw i’ aza FRre

3



o0 Sl

BO—SITF 7 “selfigemarse Rifkrs 22rs, AleanmEre Ffire =3,
‘IR @Z FRATS 23S, WA @z FRCS 2TO, TN oz IS
230, (IRES'R Y IS 20— F© Fl FRCS 20— 7AW
T%e | &g 73 oF @E—c1 gt o ¥ | @ fafm
TS I2FE RS 38, (7 G- qifreR e —st Smitia @
A AZS! TW—GFB! NFR TE—BYWRS & 359 Tzt o’ “ojeefa
&2Y’, 9F-GP! AFIIR Mol 22 I® | WNHE A0 @ WS-8’
e @3] wife 23AMR—ETFIEe ouly we-foy IEm 93 wfes
Tt 23N | TR T© weref2 230© T, ST OFma 977 ©©
2ZrS I | 2R fopa ifef she Qe fdiz sRe—fowre fe—
(F2 91 GG 239, (F2 1 A 239, (32 A oaed 239, (32 I ©iF
23, (F2 I ! 239, (I 91 TOR 235—99b o6 s, ¢ife 3fis,
sJEil-ise e | Al (et @ [ wifm it e
“f%a | @ FITE “Afw I3 IR 9 AW IR o A TS S
[ AT e @M, RZ-FOF GRS FiE IS | TSR SIRmE
f TR TINS ANFC—TT! AT SN F-51F T 468 FfATe NfF |
g @M @G I, GRYRT T, SRABE FIR IS YfFe T—
agfee Qe 7| By IR WG WLk @ @, @wetda crafkers
¢ i e A o | S fra Rew afdtey | Raes
TGN S 2300 (A M es@m e | T qent o [l
2 T | (m-oifes B @ AeeTEie SNREE oI Sem afkm W
ASIANS (FGT (T AT—ATR 2fes (oime I R @ [l
@a-oifes afeoem sRaw, SRt @ My & 9—Fere Sigme
sferea oI <fre fre Tt | oAk @ FFmR 2 sl Rt
SIF T DA 2T WITIZE | aN AN NI Sorers! 230
AT TR 40 RS 371 93 T «f 61 & (wa Jifeam
e iR SEd I SR SR THTAE S 9% (e ST
AT | JA PRITRET SR IR 94l TSR | 2R
SRR QTR W @ QP IR e e W =@ A ok R
(ol Gt Ae—fFg 0! AT T | W A 5 e S (=i
RITE! I RTEH | SRR (7R @R (w8 e | IR AN Iraewmd
G5! TR AST T 1 G AN ABT ¢ INTH WG =S 97 Jrwe e |
6 =S T3 I Topg g A A30S AR, (TR o5 T fFEm—
SR R (@7 | @S SQH & Y7 IS | oI T S
@5 (R OoiRR f%w ofe | S Qwend Rasfa e sifem
Tl | @3 eresARe R 12 ek wEE fop I¢ 334 e



Aaqsia T4z S0d

sifeat (et 333, MR fosf sifenl-gRal o= 2390, Gl %01l o
foree IpTR el mizm el 234, <Rl coneiRE ment =% |
Rerriee fRriame 3 iR 23fRe | Temike Seimer Jefs el TCe!
R @2 1 339 eredd Rz Bt femt new Frte—=e
fRaas Bl 4 snem faig | Rerriis ¢ GawmeeR 9 @i cdis
T 12 | T O @3 T 23003 G il 23ANE | MR ~IRTIRA
o @O, fewe, wemfmr sk e, sos w8 FieE
fornfee | o e Qe vpgfa, <f2-ifem «3 [« o)

GF-GFARA T W Fo7-51f *1o 3919 o Qe SqarTe, godifvs
8 POLETed ST 1 @ fites wygeite Prifes @k omioie &
43T ifee, TemivmR SeEwe o Qiafee | Ruret @R SR
MAT o Y IfAce A o oRyfere T Srwm dRAw @
TENAME QT NIRRT | SRR G2 gfre Soimil, R o
sfea Fifeeices (621, gotge o T TFS 2T (631 G2 T6
qariferes «f IFm T T 8 ORR MIEH—a3-THER AR
SR @ o oaenee & =ifere 33 R Mo aRA—FIfReN
RIS @ ORIMAR Tl | ELITS! Lo FweF 18 (@wems Wy
CFTI%1 ~I1% | 3ZR o 1 239 T I W3R |

e’
oifEe, S0 1

AT o

. @R IZEI 7. wo-v) (AFME ©U), I ¢ §.

R IR0 7. B (FIHT ©Y), @ SR .

o, AN A BF A ANMTS LT NG ToN-TFER OF W, T SvR
4 b &.

8. 4R AN MF 1 ¢o (AT Yoo THF AM© | TAT-4IN @ 5T A 77 |

“Just at this point it is necessary... to explain what the ardent

Maha-yanist philosopher did for the benefit of those who were either
unable or incapable of so much study and meditation as is required
to understand the subtle theories of Maha-yana. They invented
Dharanis for them. They are rather long Mantras and a philosopher
said to his disciples, ‘Read, recite and repeat’ this Dharani and you
will get all the benefit of studying such and such work and practising
such and such Dhyana. The Mantras will hold you fast to your creed
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and so they are called Dharanis. The Dharanis generally range from
fifty to hundred-syliable. In the fifth or sixth century A.D. all indians,
Hindus and Buddhists alike, had Hrdaya Mantras rather longish, cer-
tainly longer than Dharanis, giving the essence of certain creeds.
Thus Prabhakara-Vardhana repeated the Aditya Hrdaya Mantra, his
elder son, Rajya-Vardhana, repeated the Prajna-Paramita Hrdaya
Mantra and his younger son, Harsa-Vardhana, repeated the
Mahesvara Hrdaya Manatra. These Mantras are simply symbolic;
they symbolised particular creeds, particular schools and particular
works. If so, if it is all symbol, why not make the symbol as short as
possible. So they began to take the initial letter as the symbol of the
idea in the case of Buddhists, and of the deity in the case of the
Hindus. But after a certain time they gave up taking the initial letter.
They evolved out of the shapes of different characters of the alpha-
bet, the form of different deities. Thus @&¢ is visnu, 31 written with
a hook below is Ananta, the serpent God who often remains coiled
Kundalita, § usedtobe written with three dots and so that letter
represented Tri-vikrama, and so on, to the end of the alphabet.
These were called the Bijas and the Yogis used to evolve out of
these Bijas the form of the deities whom they worshipped.” Shastri,
Advayavajra-Samgraha, G-O-S, No. XL, pp. xxviii-xxix.
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The Gandavyuha Sutra, Tokyo 1949.
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A, @HYHE AT TTF BTN 2-43f6 T@HJ—The other dis-
covery | have made is not so much from books and MSS. as from
actual observation in Nepal. It was always a puzzle to me that the
pure metaphysical religion of Buddha could be made the medium of
practising immoral and obscene rites. The Buddhist Trinity Dharma
(Religion) Buddha and Sangha (Buddhist monastic congregation)
are merely abstract ideas personified. All the three words are in
masculine gender. How can there be the introduction of female
divinities and subsequent obscene rites? But on entering the Holiest
of the Great places of Pilgrimage in Nepal, the Svayambhu Ksetra,
I was struck with a female figure labelled or inscribed as Namo dhar-
maya. | at once enquired from the Residency Pandit, a Buddhist
high-priest himself and the descendant of the most learned of
Buddhist Pandits ever met with by the English in Nepal. He coolly
said Dharma is nothing else but Prajna. | had often read in
Buddhist works the phrase Prajnopayasvarupinim or svarupaya. |
know that Buddha is never an object of worship. His image is kept
in monasteries simply for the purpose of keeping his noble example
always present before the aspirers to Nirvana, and so he is the
Upaya or means to Nirvana. | also knew that Prajna or true knowl-
edge is the great goal of those who aspire to Nirvana. But none ever
suspected that Dharma and Prajna are identical. This identification
introduced a female deity into the Buddhist Trinity and she at once
became the mother of all Bodhisattvas, beings representing the
Sangha or the Buddhist congregation. In a MS. in the Durbar library
belonging to the Kalacakra School | subsequently saw illustrations
of Buddha and Prajna in the unspeakable situation begetting
Bodhisattvas. This information led to the explanation of many facts
and symbolisms unexplained before. Buddhism subsequently
became closely allied to Sakti worship and its latter development
ran in parallel lines that of Sakti cult."—“Antiquities of the Tantras
and the Introduction of Tantric rites in Buddhism”. Proceedings of
Asiatic Society of Bengal, August 1900, pp. 101-02.
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NETIE T TE T8 FWeHA, “He belongs to Radhiya
class of Brahmanas of Bengal, and belongs to Sahadi Gain and
Baradvaja gotra. His works are extensively studied in Bengal. He
has twelve works, with names ending with the word Viveka. His
Durgotsava-vivek seems to be the earliest work on the subject.”
Shastri-Cat, Vol. lil, pp. xxxiii-iv.
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1894, pt. I; Vidhusekhar Bhatta-charyya ed. Bodhicharyavatara of
Santidev, Asiatic Society, Calcutta 1960, Jféroguid [RINYH,
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“The Kalapa Vyakarana had its origin in Southern India in the 1st
century A.D. One of the kings of the Sata-Vahana dynasty took a wife
from Northern India; she spoke Sanskrit which he did not understand,
and often made curious, and ludicrous mistakes. At last unable to
bear the jeering of his wife, he made up his mind to study Sanskrit,
and asked his Pandita Sarva-Varma to write a treatise on grammar,
that would give him a workable knowledge of Sanskrit. Sarva-Varma
produced a grammar which in six months gave the king what he want-
ed... The work is called Katantra or a short work. “It is in fact a
Sanskrit grammar for beginners.’ Shastri-Cat. Vol. VI, p. xxxviii.
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“In November 1908, | was required to accompany the
Feudatory Chief of Mayurabhanja on an Archaeological tour in the
interior of his territories. We paid a visit to Khiching, which was once
an important seat of the Bhanja Rajas. | mixed with the humble peo-
ple of the neighbouring villages, and from this close contact with
them observed some curious customs and manners amongst them
which bear little affinity to those of the Hindus, At this stage a band
of merry lads of the Pan caste entartained me with their songs,
which were all upon the texts of the Dharmagita. The songs inter-
ested me very much, as in the texts | found distinct indications of the
tenents of Mahayana Buddhism. Shortly after this | met some old
men, who recited the songs of the Pala kings of Bengal. These also
belong to the period of the Buddhistic ascendancy. | was now con-
vinced that Buddhism was not altogether a lost religion in Orissa.
My curiosity being thus roused, | hunted after and soon laid my
hands upon some old Oriya MSS. which proved that Buddhism
flourished in this part of the century so late as the 16th and 17th
centuries. | now studied with care the sacred books of the Mahima-
dharmists and some other sects, who inhabit Khiching and various
parts of Keonjhar, Dhenkanal and other gadajats, and found that
these people unmistakably profess Buddhistic tenents inspite of
their not being recognised as Buddhists by the people. in compara-
tively recent times there has been a revival of this school of
Buddhism.” The Modemn Buddhism and its followers in Orissa,
Calcutta 1911, Preface.
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bed *rered 2w it 7 IR aifSPrer o 9w e T FEA | @
o PO *oL WIS (W1, Y. 7. 129-30Y) B AL T ASHF
e ST T | oY S S0 A To4E @iy ors Fhers
PR @3B =1 TICIIRIEA IR TV | IREFIR @R (s
T AR G ROR A IR T G0 OF FEATAR VoY S
FRfEgew | e @3ft e sfm wrs e Moafeem, s @
ferfaca R @ | Swafif-2efif ool ofe abia tom @5 | IEE %
T, e Ry e 1 AR e 3 folR sui-oes (Bwafafa-
46 o Tt & o tofd fat ficafyem | wfire tew TEe
RIS (A &S Wl (of1¥e FICOA | JHIA-CFIR Sl FOI61 wiwel-
AAF5 TCS! | SR AR SR, [eig 33 i orae % @3 7=
T | oIS AFO MIAST SIFA (531 WTZ— IS Boira
IAFTSR TR O e | J. ATriom e, “ofe”, “rea=”,
‘SerFE’; Debala Mitra, UDAYAGIRI and KHANDAGIRI,
Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi 1975.
(A GRR ENTTE 53, 3R, dO WF [ AT “Afice 9t weA
fiferm snem otz 1 @ g I vog MRE I @ s
A5 SRR 3¢ R Y M Y FReem Ieem 1 @ spit 753
) TRICK (A T S0l @2 FRPRI @ TIATET SSTIIANTR Srwent
G TCAFI TATSIA G2 ol [RTITSIT WA | ]I AT A
e o IEF 1 O] Tad ORI O WA AN O (W1 do MY
T fof g fags, Fdifere, 3fF % o Tiqeee 391 (o el
TP T TAE, o [Kod T IREEE O FW ) D¢ GRR D WD
ST fofa Sifacares, “sTtR YAt e W', TS% WigEs SN FS |
e TRMCR T @ fof 3T 8 RS 9 g Re ¢ Y
FE T, K WY AFE SR R @3 I SRfee e
TIPS O G2 TSI (O (7 SRy S XF | S RS ST
e (iR FR-IRTIT—IA! IR IS FYE—SiR Trware
fapras MOeT (Rem TR | IR P (@ 99 ZX A0S 16 Nes S
e TS AR | e H4, coriy, e, frget, swer, werT e
TS AT T IFoTeRAN B TR | HAGS WU @R rer 771
20 51 (AR ) A6 %3 IEH AINTES AIGINE I R FPIPTR SrEd
Ta AR | WEd e @ 7 T A, GINNPIR SEEPIa AR
fRere! W3 3 Wee] S (SIeNe T3 eI SR, SFFATSKI TN
PRATeY 3 RISl (el FEke @[ T (@l o
G37R W STl 7 AT |
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b LT TP G Brd T4 TAR, AfS g 2 wital FFe(T S
TR R 72 foraye e Ty s @ T Nk aFt-aie
TN | . ATTI6H A, AT AR, IFST dobrd; Romila Thapar,
Asoka And The Decline Of The Mauryas, Delhi 1973, pp. 169-71.
b, oiffe QeeeiR SreY SagA TR A Tebe A TEefe WRR
B (A AR | WIAMA WS TTH R (I SIRAR | AT
I, TEEE 8 IR A Fo-Ser | Rewrer A mes
RGN T A I | THP(S 6 TRE 7S W ([Rarery) Towed T
(Shendge) *o/iite ISTW frem | (oqraR oo Sogfer @1
‘Praagriamme, @affeEeia-iRer, SRatfa, gefe 0 AN
JBEI W AN W | THPS @ TRFA IGEAN-ANE &I I AFR
JIA | IWAFANEAR QR SLFE G o Todm e e e
TR TAtE ewged 33 | oM, e, TH-CTs 9T | FS-~A13-
N7 FRS! I TR ATATH 72 | ey TES 2w (Edd o $9| |
TRIFAR @R TSI TS [{a0eI® I, “... What Laksmimkara advo-
cates was quite out of the way and strange, even though since her
time this new teaching has gradually won for it many adherents who
are styled Sahajayanists, and who are still to be met with among
Nadha Nadhis of Bengal and especially among Bauls. S-M-1/, p. Iv.

Shendge ftatEs, “This short work [S%afifa’} has one unique
feature i.e., it is written by a woman who practised and preached
Tantraism. From this point of view | expected some unique doctrines
but in reality all her teachings in no way differ from those preached
by the male practicants of the doctrine e.g., those preached by
Indrabhuti or Anangavajra [‘atsiaRiroatifa’, e Sasfen o).
So naturally the question poses itself—whether there can at all be
any such difference in the Sadhana prescribed for man and for
woman?” (Miss. Malati J. Shendge ed. ADVAYASIDDHI, Oriental
Institute, Baroda, 1964, p. 11). &. B-L-T, p.197; S-M-ll, pp. xxxvii-
xxxix, xlii.
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Calcutta 1963; Mayadhar Mansinha, History of Oriya Literature,
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“Of the manuscripts presented by Hodgson to the Asiatic
Society of Bengal the biggest one was the Mahavastu Avadana
which occupies in Rajendra Lala’s Nep, Bud. Lit. pp. 116-160. At the
end of this abstract Rajendra Lala makes a note that Senart is
preparing an edition of this work. That edition appeared in 1888 and
in that year Senart came to Calcutita. | invited him to my place al
Naihati but at the last moment his wife fell ill and he had to leave
Calcutta without going to my place.

“When the edition appeared, it was found to be in a Sanskritic:
form of language the like of which is not to be found in any other
work yet published. The language of the poetical pieces resémbiea
that of the poetical pieces in Lalitavistara and also in
Saddharmapundarik. But the prose of the Mahavastu is also in a
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Sanskritic language but a bit different from that of the poetry. The
language problem of the Mahavastu is therefore a very important
one and it should be carefully studied and analysed and a system-
atic grammar written about it. Much has been done in this direction
by Oldenberg whose judgment and scholarship is admired by all
scholars, European and Indian, but much yet remains to be done.

“The poetical pieces are generally a bit more ancient and they
are given in support of the prose narration immediately after them;
for instance, in the early part of the work Mahavastu, there is a
description of the hells in prose put into the mouth of
Mahamaudgalayana who had the supernatural power of roaming all
over the world from the lowest hell to the highest heaven of the
Suddhavasa devas. After the short description in prose there is sim-
ilar description in poetry but put into the mouth of the Buddha him-
self and the latter is quoted as a voucher of the former. This is one
of the fruitful sources of repetition complained of by Berriedale Keith
in the note in the form of a foreward to Dr. B. C. Law’s study of the
Mahavastu. But should we take it as a repetition? If the poetry is not
repeated no one would believe the statements in prose. If these are
tedious repetitions, they are not only to be tolarated but also wel-
comed as an honest attempt to give the tradition of the work. There
are other repetitions, too, but a scholarly spirit should seek to justi-
fy them and not scare away students by decrying them.

“The name Mahavastu, means ‘the great thing’, ‘the great sub-
ject’ and the great subject is treated from the beginning to the end
in a systematic order. The order is indicated in the Nidana or intro-
ductory summary, ...The great thing is the Buddha’s spirit which
gradually developed in cycles after cycles of years beginning with
Aparajitadhvaja to the end of Buddha's ministry and the conversion
of his disciples.

“In the Vedic literature especially in the Yajurveda the mantras
are sometimes -separated from the Brahamanas as in the white
Yajurveda. But in the black Yajurveda they are so mixed up that
some of the Sakhas are likened to a vomit. The Mahavastu when
compared with other forms of Buddhist literature appeared to be so
mixed up as to resemble a vomit. It has jatakas, sutras, vinaya nar-
rations, udanas, all mixed up in one work while both in Sanskrit and
in Pali they are different subjects and treated of in differend works.
This mixed Mahavastu is rather a hard subject for study and though
Senart's edition appeared in 1888, few have ventured to study in
original Sanskrit.

“...1 believe there is a fundamental misconception about the
import of this work. The general idea is that it is the work of the
Lokottaravadins or those who thought Buddha to be a superhuman
and supernatural being, forming a branch of the Mahasanghikas.
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Not one sect only of the Mahasanghikas thought him to be lokottara
or superhuman but all the Mahasanghikas always thought him to be
so. The construction of the sentence, 'Aryamahasanghikanam
lokottaravadinam madhyadesikanam pathena vinayapitakasya
mahavastue adi’, does not justify us in thinking that Lokottaravadins
are a branch of the Mahasanghikas. It rather leads us to think that
all the Mahasanghikas were Lokottaravadins. There is a list of the
18 sects which arose shortly after the split in the 2nd century after
Buddha in the Mahavamsa but the Lokottaravadins do not appear
there. The Kathavatthu composed by monks assembled at the 3rd
Buddhist Council at Pataliputta in the 17th year of the reign of Asoka
contains the doctrines of all the various Buddhist sects which exist-
ed at that time but there is no mantion of any sect known at the
Lokottaravadins. So Lokottaravadinam is not the name of a sect but
it is an adjective of the Mahasanghikas. If this is true, the attempt of
bringing the Mahavattu down to the 3rd century A.D. falls to the
ground. The book was written at a period when supporting prose
narations by ancient poetical pieces held its ground, i.e., at a time
when books like the Lalitavistara the Saddharmapundarika, etc.,
were composed and the name of the Mahasanghikas shows that it
is at least earlier than these works, because these are pronounced
Mahayana works while the Mahavastu is not only not a Mahayana
work but also a book of the Mahasanghikas, and if we are to believe
in Suzuki, the Mahayana developed from the Mahasanghikas some
centuries after their formation.

“The Mahavastu is a great work not only because it is the histo-
ry of Buddha for several cycles of kalpas but also for the great ideas
of creation, of the origin of government and of other topics of supreme
importance in ancient India. In the matter of creation it commences
with the Suddhavasa Devas who are self-illumination, self-mobilised,
light, whose only food is priti or love and who do not require the help
of the sun or the moon to exhist in the world. This self-illuminating
being roamed ail over space and all over time at their own will with-
out any let or hindrance. How in several kalpas they became human
beings is a wonderful development and those who want to know the
steps of development are recommemded to read the section com-
mencing with the Rajavamsa. The Rajavamsa had its origin not in any
divine right but in a pure convention. The cultivators chose the
strongest man, appointed him to protect their harvest and compen-
sated him with a sixth of their produce. He is often called Gana-dasa
or the servant of the people. The first king is caliled Mahasammata or
‘the Great Elected’; this is a theory of state built upon a pure conven-
tion not to be found in any other Indian literature. The descriptions of
cities, gardens, palaces, processions, etc., are not only vivid and life-
like but true so far as ancient India is concerned. Some of the scenes
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are exceedingly beautiful. The scene of Rahula’s conversion is
pathetic in the extreme. The poor boy asked his mother, in the pres-
ence of the Buddha, ‘Where is my father? Who is this monk in whom
} am getting so much interested? Is he a relation of ours? Why is it
that when | sit under his shadow | feel so comfortable?’ Suddhodana
had given orders that no one should reveal the relation of Buddha to
Rahula on pain of death. The hesitation of Yasodhara to tell the truth
is beautifully expressed; on the one side the son is pathetically
appealing to her and on the other the order of her father-in-law is
imperative; but she yields to the importunities of her son and the son
at once goes to his father and asks for inheritance and that inheri-
tance in given by handing over the little boy to Sariputta, the chief dis-
ciple, for ordination.” (The Calcutta Review, Sept. 1930. pp. 439-43.)
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