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The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam &% 331# I :

Islam as a polity, is only a practical means of making this principle
(of Tawhid) a living factor in the intellectual and emotional life of
mankind. It demands loyalty to God and not to thrones. And since
God is the ultimate spiritual basis of all life, loyalty to God actually
"am_cy)unts to man’s loyalty to his own ideal nature.
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jihad-Islamic term, Arabic for 'battle; struggle; holy war for the

religion'. The word is used in two ways, a spriritual struggle, and as
holy war. It is mentioned in the Koran as a verb:
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Koran sura9: Repentance*’ March ye then, light and heavy, and
fight [jahidd] strenuously with your wealth and persons in God’s
way; that is better for you if ye did but know!

"Jihad is not confined to the carrying of arms and the confrontation
of the enemy. The effective word, the good article, the useful book,
support and solidarity - together with the presence of sincere purpose
for the hoisting of Allah's banner higher and higher - all these are
elements of the Jihad for Allah's sake."
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O SRATST SIS WY B SRR FAwrSIW (AR |
SV ©. Y W& IEAR@ I AL : To strive endeavour, Try
hard, Make every effort, to fight (for), To struggle (against), Contend
(against) (, Battle (against) ; To wage holy ware or jehad (against)’
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BRITANNICA (5 ¥ e Jihad In Islam, the central doctrine that
calls on believers to combat the enemies of their religion. According
to the QURAN and the HADITH, jihad is a duty that may be
fulfilled in four ways: by the heart, the tongue, the hand, or the
sword. The ways of the tongue and hand call for verbal defense and
right actions. The jihad of the sword involves waging was against
enemies of Islam. Believers contend that those who die in combat
become martyrs and guaranteed a place in paradise. In the4 20" and
21* centuries the concept of jihad has sometimes been used as an
ideological weapon in the effort to combat Western influences and
secular governments and to establish an ideal Islamic society.
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Imam Hasan al-Banna, sayed-The Muslim world today is faced
with tyranny and injustice. Indeed oppression and hardship is not just
limited to the Muslim world, rather many non-Muslim states are
subject to oppression at the hands of the world’s leading military and
economic powers. Anyone who cares can oniy be saddened and hurt
by the pain and suffering that accompanies so many faces. Islam has
allowed jihad as a means to prevent oppression, yet the Muslims
have forgotten this for too long.
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Though jihad may be a part of the answer to the problems of the
ummabh, it is an extremely important part. Jihad is to offer ourselves
to Allah for His Cause. Indeed, every person should according to
Islam prepare himself/herself for jihad and every person should
eagerly and patiently wait for the day when Allah will call them to
show their willingness to sacrifice their lives. We should all ask
ourselves if there is a quicker way to heaven. It is with this in mind
that this booklet is being published.

It may be asked of ourselves and others here as to why we remain in
this country while there is so much opportunity for reward. It is our
understanding that today’s problems does not require the one
solution whether this be jihad, working for the khilafah, purifying
ourselves etc. but rather our situation today requires action on all
fronts. Everybody has a role to play in today’s great jigsaw, those
who are attempting to establish the Islamic state have to continue
doing so focusing their minds onto such a project, those who are
faced with tyranny at the hands of neighbouring armies have to
defend themselves with their lives and those that have the
opportunity of giving Islam to the world should do so..
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All Muslims Must Make Jihad-Jihad is an obligation from Allah on
every Muslim and cannot be ignored nor evaded. Allah has ascribed
great importance to jihad and has made the reward of the martyrs and

the fighters in His way a splendid one. Only those who have acted
similarly and who have modeled themselves upon the martyrs in

-
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their performance of jihad can join them in this reward. Furthermore,
Allah has specifically honored the Mujahideen with certain
exceptional qualities, both spiritual and practical, to benefit them in
this world and the next. Their pure blood is a symbol of victory in
this world and the mark of success and felicity in.the world to come.
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Spiritual struggle
Spiritual struggle is often called the greater jihad. It denotes the spiritual
struggle of each man, against vice, passion and ignorance. This
understanding of jihad has been presented by Western apologetics of
modern times, but until recent times, it has rarely been used by Muslims
themselves.

Today, many Muslims make a claim that this is the only meaning of
jihad, but that is a falsification promoted by Islamists, ignoring easily
available historical facts.
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Holy war- The lesser jihad is simplified to cover holy war against infidels
and infidel countries, aiming at spreading Islam.

Muslim theology makes clear distinctions of the world, between the
Dar al-Islam, the abode of Islam, and Dar al-Herb, the abode of war.
Battling against the abode of war was a duty for a Muslim since the earliest
times, since the mere existence of a world not ruled by Muslims was a
constant threat to peace. By imposing Islam, an Islamic peace would replace
the warlike conditions of the infidel society. In this respect, jihad could be
defense, as well as unprovoked attack.
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“The crusaders penetrated like a wedge between the old wood and

the new and for a while seemed to cleave the trunk of Mhamadan
Empire into splinters.”
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“So terrible, it is Sid, was the carnage which followed that the horses
of the crusaders who rode up to the mosque of Omar were knee-deep
in the stream of blood. Infants were seized by their feet and deshed
against the wlls or whirled over the battlements, while the Jews were
all burnt alive in their synagogue.”
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The Holy War was over; the five years’ contest ended. Before the
great victory at Hittin in July, 1187, not an inch of Palestine west of
“the Jordan ws in the Muslim’s hands. After the peace of Ramla in
September, 1192, the whole land was theirs except an arrow strip of
coast from tyre to Jaffa. Sladin had no couse to be ashamed of the
treaty.
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“All the strength of Christendom concentrated in the third Crusade
had not shaken Saladin’s power. His soldiers may have murmured at
their long months of hard and perilous service year after year, but
they never refused to come to his summons and lay down their lives
in his cause....... '
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Kurds, Tukmans, Arabs and Egyptians, they ware all Moslem’s and
his servants when he called. In spite of their differences of race, their
national jealousies and tribal pride, he had kept tem together as one
host-not without difficulty and, twice or thrice, a critical wavers.
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“A single saracen was seen dragging some thirty Christians he had
taken prisoners and tied together with ropes. The dead lay in heaps,
like stones upon stones, whilst mutilated heads strewed the ground
like a plentiful crop of melons.”
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“If the taking of Jerusalem were the only fact known about Saladin,

it were enough to prove hi the most chivalrous and great-hearted
conqueror of his own and perhaps of any age.”
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