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"Winter for a moment takes the mind; the snow

Falls past the archlight; icicles guard a wall;

The wind moans through a crack in the window

A keen sparkle of frost is no the sill”
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There are teliltale symptoms by which history
gives warning to a threatened or penishing society. Such
are, for instance, a decline of the arts or a2-lack of great
statesmen. Indeed, sometimes the wamings are quite
explicit and concrete. The center of your democracy
and of your culture is left without electric power for a
few hours only, and all of a sudden crowds of American
citizens start looting and creating hovoc. The smooth
surface film must be very thin, then, the social system
guite unstable and unhealthy.
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[POEM FOR HUMAYAUN]
Beside your wife's bed side awaiting the birth
Of your child you uttered the name of God
Many times
Allah-U-Akbar-
This was not your country
You were fare away but i1s one ever apart
For those gods who are so intimate
A part of your life?
You will nevr be alone here
Even in the snowy deserts of winter
Or when the trees shed all the leaves in Fall,
When you pray for the safety of mother Of child,
The gods have a way of following you
And you of taking them with you
Just as, over the oceans, you carry
A Latlle of the Desh, the earth of your
Country and when you are lonely, touch it
As you would its fields, its nivers and its trees
And feel that this i1s your home,
It i1s where you belong.
I also remember your words, friend,
"My mother told me, fill your palm
with some soil of the Desh
when my daughter was born
Or else, the baby will cry for the soil”

But those, tear won't they irrigate
The arid earth of our lives?
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I offen see flowers from a passing car

That are gone before 1 can tell what they are.
I want to get out of the train and go back
To see what they were beside the track...
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Heaven gives its glimses only to those
Not in position to look too close
(Robert Frost)
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STOPPING BY WOODS ON A SNOWY EVENING

Whose woods these are | think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farimhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
the darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask i there is some mistake.
The only other sound's the sweep
Of easy wind and downy {lake.

The Woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
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