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“But the problem of life remains. High speculations
still confront the serious spirit—Its own high speculations,

its own moral bewilderments must have place in a poetic
experience that shall be adequate to its own potentiality.
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Those thoughts on Nature and on human life which
Matthew Arnold so carnestly desiderated are indeed to be
required of the poet who is to receive his guerdon, not
merely of poetic ‘purity’ but of poetic greatness also.”
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‘“Doctrine, theory, metaphysics, morals—how should
these help a man at the last encounter 2 All doetrines and
theories, concerning the place of man in the universe and
the origin of evil arc a poor and partial business compared
with that dazzling vision of the pitiful estate of humanity
whiclk iz 10vealed by tragedy ....... Herc we have to
do with an carthquake, and good conduct is of no avail.
Morality is denied : it is overwhelmed and tossed aside by
the inrush of the sca.” . ..

“They deal with greater tnings than man—with powers
and passions, clemental forces and dark abysses of suffering,
with the central fire, which breaks through the crust of
civilization and makes a splendour in the sky—above the
blackness of ruined houses.”

(Walter Raleigh : Shakespeare)
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“Othors abide our question—Thou art free !

We ask and ask—Thou smilest and art still,
Out-topping knowledge.”
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“And now, how stands the accoant of man with this
bard and berefactor, when in solitude, shutting our ears
to the reverberations of his fame, we seck to strike the
balance ? (Representative Men)
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‘““Shakespeare, Homer, Dante, Chaucer saw the splendour
of meaning that plays over the visible world. . ..

Shakespeare rested in their beauty and never took
the step which seemed inevitable to such genius, namely,
to explore the virtue which resides in these symbols.”
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““As long as the question is of talent, and mental power,
the world of men has not his equal to show. But when
the question is to lifo, and its materials and its auxiliaries,
how does he profit me? What does it signify ?
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“Our deeds are like children that are burn to us; they
live and act apart from our own will; nay, children may
be strangled, but deeds never.” (George Eliot: Romola)
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“The supreme artist is not he who reproduces
the commonplace and the trivial, but he who gives bodily
forms to the noblest capacities of man, to ‘the thought
which wanders through eternity’, to the will which breaks
the way through every obstacle to the love that triumphs
over death.”

(C. E. Vaughan : Types of Tragic Drama, pp. 9-10)
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