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afeqt +fAdw @13 wifiw SfERitd =iiE (pagan) 9k SR
SN @3TF “NfFE™ (paganism) Y WX Irawed | Fafw
Encyclopaedia Britannica ¥ pagan *THd URIT I AR,
Pagan means a heathen, one who worships a false god or false

gods, or one who belongs to a race or nation which practices
idolatrous rites and professes polytheism ... it was in the rural
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districts that the old faith ligered .... (Encyclopaedla Britannica.
Vol xvii p. 26)

Encyclopaedia of religion and Ethics-@ #sifae™
(Paganism) T3 I ZTACZ 8

Paganism ....... Represents the primitive period of human
history. This period has assumed different forms in different
places and at verious times. Hence, Paganism too has assumed
numerous and varied forms. The Pagan has worshipped every
conceivable objects : right from vegetation, animals and human
beings in verious forms to spirits, earth, heaven, and so many
other things which are too numerous to be counted. So
paganism as it has existed in the past and as it exists today has
had too many forms to be enumerated. (Encyclopaedia of
religions and Ethics. vol x p. 113)

'Living religions of the world' ¥ AT (¥F Ahmad
Abdullah al Masdoosi BA. LLB %R &U%9 'Primitive
Paganism' ¥z fats fomaves ¢

Religion in the elementary stage of its evolution is termed
as 'Paganism'. An analysis of the religious beliefs and practices
which go along with Paganism reveals that religion, which in
reality is the expression of the inner voice of untarnished
human nature, as manifested in the belief of the oneness of
god, got mutilated in course of time and came to signify no
more than the worship of supematural beings and supematural
forces. '

The Period of Paganism represents the most primitive stage
of man's cultural growth. This is a period when human life was
enormously simple .... . Due to the immaturity of the primitive
human mind, the diversity of the phenomena of nature led man
to believe in paganism.

.... In all its primitive and pagan forms religion merely
consists of belief in a set of dogmas and observance of a few
religious rituals which are not very deeply or directly
connected with man's collective life. Hence primitive paganism
had the narrowest possible conception of religion and had no
impact on man's social conduct.
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"Hence Paganism too has assumed numerous and veried
form. The Pagan has worshipped every conceivable objects :
right from vegetation, animals and human beings in verious
forms, to spirits, earth, heaven and so many other things which
are too numerous to be counted. So Paganism as it has existed
in the past and as it exists to-day, has had too many forms to be
enumerated.” ~Living religions of the world P. 114.
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"The development of polytheism in each religion was determind
by so many veried and verying factors that no simple uniformity, but
a bewildering veriety appeared. Physical conditions, racial
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characteristics, political circumstances all affected the forms
assumed by the belief and worship of many gods."
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"Good-bye, good-bye! do not forgot us. See, we have given
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interchangable in myth with the toad and with the dragon, is a
universal emblem of water and the moon. Among the pueblos,
the frog clans are the rain making clans, and the great goddess
of Mexico, who is the moon and the rullers of the waters, was
represented by a huge emerald frog.

The North American Indians see the moon the 'Primeval
toad' which contained all the waters of the world and caused
the flood by discharging them. Many races e. g; the Chines, see
a frog in the moon. The toad is also regarded as an emblem of
the womb, and in Germany women suffering from uterine
troubles present imagse to toads to the Virgin Mary.’
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