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6, Dwarkanath Tagore Lane,
Calcutta, May 30, 1919.

YOUR EXCELLENCY,

The ecnormity of the measures taken by the
Government in the Punjab for quelling some local
disturbances has, with a rude shock, revealed to our
minds the helplessness of our position as British subjects
in India. The disproportionate severity of the punish-
ments infiicted upon the unfortunate people and the
methods of carrying them out, we are convinced, are
without parallel in the history of civilised governments,
barring some conspicuous exceptions, recent and remote.
Considering that such treatment has been meted out to
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a population, disarmed and resourceless, by a power
which has the most terribly efficient organisation for des-
truction of human lives, we must strongly assert that it
can claim no political expediency, far less moral justifi-
cation. The accounts of insults and sufferings undergone
by our brothers in the Punjab have trickled through the
gagged silence, reaching every corner of India, and the
universal agony of indignation roused in the hearts of
our people has been ignored by our rulers, possibly
congratulating themselves for imparting, what they
imagine as salutary lessons. This callousness ras been
praised by most of the Anglo-Indian papers, which have,
in some cases, gone to the brutal length of making fun
of our sufferings, without receiving the least check from
the same authority, relentlessly careful in smothering
every cry of pain and expression of judgement from the
organs representing the suffcrers. Knowing that our
appeals have been in vain, and that the passion of ven-
geance is blinding the noble vision of statesmanship in
our Government, which could so easily afford to be
magnanimous as befitting its physical strength and moral
tradition, the very least that I can do for my country is to
take all consequences upon myself in giving voice to the
protest of the millions of my countrymen surprised into
a dumb anguish of terror. The time has come when
badges of honour make our shame glaring in their in-
congruous context of humiliation, and I for my part wish
to stand, shorn of all special distinctions, by the side of

‘my countrymen, who, for their so-called insignificance,

are liable to suffer a degradation not fit for human beings.
And these are the reasons which have painfully com-
pelled me to ask Your Excellency to relieve me of my
title of my Knighthood, which I had the honour to accept
from His Majesty the King at the hands of your
predecessor, for whose nobleness of heart I still entertain
great admiration.
Yours Faithfully,
RABINDRANATH TAGORE
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‘““He tried to get up a public meeting of protest ; but
no one was willing to take the chair.”” [‘Rabindranath
Tagore’ by C. F. Andrews in ‘‘Voorslag,’”’ a quarterly
journal published from Durban, South Africa, May—

July, 1927].
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‘“Just before that letter [Rabindranath’s letter surrendering
his knighthood] was written [May 30, 1919], while I was with him
in Calcutta, I had been staying with Mahatma Gandhi in Bombay,
and I had seen with what agony he also had felt all that was
happening, and with what difficulty he was prevented from going
immediately into the Punjab in order to court arrest. Whether I
did right or wrong, I do not know ; but I myself joined in trying
to prevent him at that time from going into the Punjab. 1 felt
that the time had not yet come. What I want to point out is
this, that I saw, at that critical moment, the same independence of
spirit, the same fearless courage, the same passionate hatred of
tyrannical force, the same utter disregard of consequences, the
same willingness to sacrifice life itself for duty, the same love and
reverence for the fair name of India in both of them-—no whit less

strong in one than in the other. [‘Gandhi And Tagore’, ‘‘The
Hindu'’' Madras, April 10, 1924.]
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“It will not make a ha’porth worth of difference.
As if it mattered a brass farthing whether Sir
Rabindranath Tagore approved of the Government's

policy or not! As if it mattered to the reputation, the
honour and the security of British rule and justice whe-
ther this Bengalee Poet remained a knight or a

plain Babu!
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. . . and am sorry that I do not feel able to accept the
1nv1tatmn, which I have just received, to speak at the meeting in
Oxford on Friday . . ... ..

“I am writing, especially as I never sent any answer to your
several communications since the late disturbances in India. I
began a long letter but I feared that you might misunderstand it
even more than you could misinterpret my silence, and in England
we could not at first rely on the Press reports of events.”
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London, July 22nd, 1920.

““The result of the Dyer debates in both Houses of
Parliament makes painfully evident the attitude of mind
of the ruling classes of this country towards India. It
shows that no outrage, however monstrous, committed
against us by agents of their Government, can arouse
feelings of indignation in the hearts of those from whom
our governors are chosen.

““The unashamed condonation of brutality expressed
in their speeches and echoed in their newspapers is ugly in
its frightfulness. The feeling of humiliation about our
position under the Anglo-Indian domination had been
growing stronger every day for the last fifty years or
more ; but the one consolation we had was our faith in
the love of justice in the English people, whose soul had
not been poisoned by that fatal dose of power which
could only be available in a Dependency where the man-
hood of the entire population had been crushed down
into helplessness.

““Yet the poison has gone further than we expected,
and it has attacked the vital organs of the British nation.
I feel that our appeal to their higher nature will meet
with less and less response every day. I only hope that
our countrymen will not lose heart at this, but employ
all their energies in the service of their country with a
spirit of indomitable courage and determination.

““The late events have conclusively proved that our
true salvation lies in our own hands ; that a nation’s
greatness can never find its foundation on half-hearted
concessions of contemptuous niggardliness.

“It is the sign of a feeble character to seek for a
short-cut to fulfilment through the favour of those whose
interest lies in keeping it barred—the one path to fulfil-
ment is the difficult path of suffering and self-sacrifice.
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All great boons come to us through the power of the
immortal spirit we have within us, and that spirit only
proves itself by its defiance of danger and loss.”
[““Letters to a Friend.”” Edited by C. F. Andrews.
Allen & Unwin, London 1928.]
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“Our stay in England has been wasted. Your
Parliament debates about Dyerism in the Punjab and
other symptoms of an arrogant spirit of contempt and
callousness about India have deeply grieved me, and it
was with a feeling of relief that I left England.”
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““Let us forget the Punjab affairs—but never forget
that we shall go on deserving such humiliation over and
over again until we set our house in order. Do not mind
the waves of the sea, but mind the leaks in your
vessel.’’
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‘““A great crime has been done in the name of law in
the Punjab. Such terrible eruptions of evil leave their
legacy in the wreckage of ideals behind them. What
happened in Jallianwalla Bagh has itself a monstrous
progeny of a monstrous war, which for four years had
been defiing God’s world with fire and poison, physical
and moral. The immensity of the sin, through which
humanity had waded across its blood-red length of
agony, has bred callousness in the minds of those who
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have power in their hands, with no check of sympathy
within, or fear of resistance without. The cowardliness
of the powerful, who owned no shame in using their
machines of frightfulness upon the unarmed and un-
warned villagers, and inflicting unspeakable humiliations
on their fellow-beings behind the screen of an indecent
mockery of justice—not feeling for a moment that it was
the meanest form of insult to their own manhood—has
become only possible through the opportunity which the
late war had given to men for constantly outraging their
own higher natures, trampling truth and honour under
foot. This disruption of the basis of civilisation will
continue to produce a series of moral earthquakes, and
men will have to be ready for still further suiferings.
That the balance will take a long time to be restored
1s clearly seen by the suicidal ferocity of vengefulness
ominously tinging red the atmosphere of the peace
deliberations.

“But we have no place in these orgies of
triumphant powers, rending the world to bits according
to their own purposes. What most concerns us is to
know, that moral degradation not only pursues people
inflicting indignities upon the helpless, but also their
victims. The dastardliness of cruel injustice, confident
of its impunity, is ugly and mean. But the fear and
impotent anger, which are apt to breed upon the minds
of the weak, are no less abject.

‘““Brothers, when physical force, in its arrogant faith
in itself, tries to crush the spirit of man, then comes the
time for man to assert that his soul is indomitable. We
shall refuse to own moral defeat by cherishing in our
hearts 10ul dreams of retaliation. The time has come
for the victims to be the victors in the field of
righteousness.

““When brother spills the blood of brother on the
ground and exults in his sin, giving it a high-sounding
name ; when he tries to keep the bloodstain fresh on
the soil, as a memorial of his anger, then God in shame
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conceals it under His green grass and beneath the sweet
purity of his flowers. We who have witnessed the
wholesale slaughter of the innocent in our neighbour-
hood, let us accept God’s own office, and cover the
bloodstains of iniquity with our prayer:—

“Rudra yat te dakshinam wmukham tena mam
pahi nityam.”’
“With Thy graciousness, O Terrible, for ever save us.”

“For the true grace comes from the Terrible, who
can save our souls from the fear of suffering and death
in the midst of terror, and from vindictiveness in defiance
of injury. Let us take our lessons from His hand, even
when the smart of the pain and insult is still fresh—the
lesson that all meanness, cruelty and untruth are for
obscurity and oblivion, and only the Noble and True
are for Eternity. Let those who wish, try to burden
the minds of the future with stones, carrying the black
memory of their anger, but let us bequeath to the genera-
tions to come only those memorials which we can revere.
Let us be grateful to our forefathers. who left us the
image of our Buddha, who conquered self, preached

forgiveness, and spread his love far and wide in time
and space’’.
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Santiniketan
April 10, 1919
DEAR MAHATMAJI,

Power in all its forms is irrational, it is like the horse
that drags the carriage blindfolded. The moral element
in it is only represented in the man who drives the horse.
Passive resistance is a force which is not necessarily moral

_in itself ; it can be used against truth as well as for it.
The danger inherent in all force grows stronger when it
is likely to gain success, for then it becomes temptation.

I know your teaching is to fight against evil by the
help of the good. But such a fight is for heroes and not
for men led by impulses of the moment. Evil on one
side n~*.rally begets evil on the other, injustice leading
to violence and insult to vengefulness. Unfortunately
such a force has already been started, and either through
panic or through wrath our authorities have shown us
their claws whose sure effect is to drive some of us into
the secret path of resentment and others into utter
demoralisation.
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In this crisis you, as a great leader of men, have
stood among us to proclaim your faith in the ideal which
you know to be that of India, the ideal which is both
against the cowardliness of hidden revenge and the
cowed submissiveness of the terror-stricken. You have
said, as Lord Buddha has done in his time and for all time
to come,—

““akkodhena jine kodham asadhum sadhuna jine’’,—

Conquer anger by the power of non-anger and evil by
the power of good.

This power of good must prove its truth and strength
by its fearlessness, by its refusal to accept any imposi-
tion which depends for its success upon its power to
produce frightfulness and is not ashamed to use its
machines of destruction to terrorise a population com-
pletely disarmed. We must know that moral conquest
does not consist in success, that failure does not deprive
it of its dignity and worth. Those who believe in spiritual
life know that to stand against wrung which has over-
whelming material power behind it is victory itself ; it is
the victory of the active faith in the ideal in the teeth of
cvident defeat.

I have always felt, and said accordingly, that the
great gift of freedom can never come to a people through
charity. Wec must win it before we can own 1t. And
India’s opportunity for winning it will come to her when
she can prove that she is morally superior to the people
who rule her by their right of conquest. She must
willingly accept her penance of suffering,—the suffering
which is the crown of the great. Armed with her utter
faith in goodness she must stand unabashed before the
arrogance that scoffs at the power of spirit.

And you have come to your motherland in the time
of her need to remind her of her mission, to lead her in
the true path of conquest, to purge her present-day politics
of its feebleness which imagines that it has gained its
purpose when it struts in the borrowed feathers of diplo-
matic dishonesty.
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This 1s why I pray most fervently that nothing that
tends to weaken our spiritual freedom may intrude into
your marching line, that martyrdom for the cause of
truth may never degenerate into fanaticism for mere verbal
forms, descending into the self-deception that hides itself
behind sacred names. . .

Yours sincerely,
RABINDRANATH TAGORE

9% 5799 it niswia “Himalayan miscalculation”-93
qIFTC ARITIH € T YR |
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On August 1, Gandhi wrote to Viceroy surrendering
Kaiser-i-Hind gold medal and Boer War medal. Rabindra-
nath Tagore returned knighthood—Page 435.
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