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education R. G. Sanyal Bengal Celebrates (Rddhi Edition 1976) p. 148
93 H. Shakespeare President of the College, Report for the General
Committee for Anglo lndian College, 1832.
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No doubt, in the meetings of the Academic Association and
in the social circle that gathered round his hospitable table
in the old house in Circular Road, subjects were broached
and discussed with freedom, which could not have been appro-
ached in the class-room. Free-will, freé-ordination, fate, faith
the sacredness of truth, the highduty of cultivating virtue, and
the meanness of vice, the nobility of patriotism_the attributes
-of God, and the arguments for and against existence of deity
as these have been set forth by Hume on the one side, and
Reid ..., Stewart and Brown on the other the hollowness of
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idolatry and the shams of the priesthood, were subjects which
stirred to the very depth the young feerless, hopeful hearts of
the leading Hindoo youths of Calcutta® 4% ‘young feerless’ 7
A GIFH AR *0RG'W T Tgalaen AAAT 2SRy AT IS
saYom FaceR, ‘Of all the teachers Mr. H.L.V. Derozio gave the
greatest impetus to free discussion on all subjects, social,
moral and religious. He was himself a free thinker, and poss-
essed aftable manners. He encouraged students to come and
open their minds to him. The advanced students of the'Hindu
College frequently sought for his company during tiffin time,
after school hours and at his house, He encouraged everyone
to speak out. This led to free exchange of thought and reading
of books which otherwise would not have been read.  These
books were chiefly poetical, metaphysical and religious. - smiz7a
7Y ©# FAAAT PHIT PA WA MGE R AR, TGP, TS
AP, CACRG TG FU 1 9% ASA ARCAMNA arA Torran ST
S Q3R IFDWART I (FA—3 '3 THIAA At oS 3T
*Ta5e @caiga | @B ATA WA WD IEA—AANS 930S
T usla) iiea wsm Boigs wicea | Sivars foiR e toorls e
TREAF | 07 TRTAA SRAIRCIA AT © (—Sp¢a) IWET WL B
wies;s geam 3, Amie fscaiares ATRIMTOR FMAMNNEAT 7K S
A SE AP AR |

ACTIIHACR FNCAIA ISR QYR AR TR R AT ATF
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focames, “a3in’ Afaws wraen e Ao wemert s
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aH1 " SR AP TS Fad SRS MSH MATHACY At 2
FmmeA 1 ] Siwes feraifere wienm swen; LAuiewam | 78 STt
TN @it et SRR woH FTAEAR | TR 25T T wrnen il
i@ faa;st—‘Locke has written his conduct of the understan-
ding with the head of an old man, but with the tongue of a child®.
Tocaftoracs fgw, waw oacw cars wien Fsrio codaes Gy Tadtive
IWI A TIRA Ny TeEiwme wam omwe ol wwem ohe
frm facs sncaaia 1 @9l am woegm Some T Twl S UA

Tecaiore-a 51 310w 7w sy Sew;avowers l AT I 836 (XF
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o3~ w'gm1 ormiae gaowm W@ @ivw Al fas; o'm
A siq T5vS1 (A5 280 Xae (3N IXI—Derozio is dead, Long
Live Derozio.

s Thomas Edwards, Heary ‘Derozio’, 1884. P. 32, [(I'™FE AT
18 AT BT

& Pearychand Mittra, A Biograpical Sketch of Darvid Hare (Jijnasa
Edition, 1979), P. 161
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Wi 53 T General Committee of Public Instruction-«id Rt
51 svea ¢t fofx Council of India-3 77 29 @I SYBO € Y8R
aoTs W qiema el SR M T ER | sk ¥%TM Council of
Education-93 t2A15% 77 @ 5370 NS 2w8s ¥IGIT IRy wfzens
L
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¢ & Kiilwshchandra Bosc, A Lecture on the Life of Ramgopal Ghosh,
1868. .
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ot CNCSE (HCABA QLS TN HOW (3 T'RF WY A W
AP PR QTS 3T JAAG) TS A TAH (S IR ) TyeaErw)
AMMAANT GRTA N0 | TR € FEgenener @3k Truth
was a synonym for a student’ (of Hindoo College) | »ma T3aws
ameenner ora facam oA A3 mifaw aa Sfeasz fewaom wor 0P0-
#iaE™Al B0 HICAS TP KA AT ACSA o3 3,Rw wen [ivpes
MR FIAA AE AF S I Towacga ( Tz mivas )—Ramgopal
fully justified his masters choice, he conducted business with
care and prodeni:e and showed good profits on his return tp
India @& FANSFACE LTS ZLAR AFSTaF T )

fraety '

THICAT S o6 <« I3I0HT M SIACS TH/d ACAT 93 Q7 TeoPLars L4
o3 AIACA A 9FFI WAIA1F, Tz 1§ @7 (Fawa, @ WA FAER |
MRS *ranie wa 1 Tl u 38 IRATH RiFRR ( Teoriw )
w BETS AR | ANCMANAR 2RI 390 TWAG7 Onfe e
WO ) SRMA A RLA ALF | O AN B AN N 5P
faza' trar o1 1+ Sin T W, TS wAren Sofes TA 1 aerice
et fea @wi] w3, A Ao Tolx iaw sace macen M1 WA
Reiaa R 72 MR AUISTI [P IS AR PAER |
T[5F T AMAINCAT | FRT WAL TET (ORA TACHRR FWCIATAZ
Slted aF YR W5 1| W% MBI PWS FMAR | FAMANE PR
fowan 43 @wAreR =reifzs s Toiv orm Ixam 9% A
wa Qi e (e s, 7@ MT"A YAV ATS R TARHS | a;f-ﬁm
ANEA HNT 76 WA S BRI WCAAAP 7 I onfAcw
T 5RAT 1 vwn’ pRER A7E® Colvin & Co.-eq  Rears
Afreor are @3t R qemY wgwewas sres Colvin & Co-g3
Mr. Colvin @3z Mr. Ainster 3owem. cagsr @1 73, T. S. Kelsall-g
I TREE 26 | 9IR 23T AT AR WEeTAR @R ST
PN | SRI TTH1FO IS 2R AT | LTS BB W wm
TS FALS TS AR A (S w5 caed Tavwa amemeian Kelsall-
AT QA IR @4wA ol fawe qoR L g oy
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AR 1 GNR NRAR I (vemme w10 WA ANTS T Few
awmEm afes 5ERl P Fewm AIC avRe @R WO«
swfAs wm fen Clerm . o FL TEMIE G} WLV 2 CwIk
fxowra ©en N8R walweR 1 Niewme  whem oAt om o
BAmAT 1@ CAICA TH JAIN FAG! A WIS WA T3 e
(ze@Y T3 wotes xz Torw oge FmI A 2)0 ;v wawee T. S.
Kelsall e &' 58 W. S. Kelsall-zgg Kelsall & Co. S HMEas
s wwemenet ol faom wet Ifmm faodlwam . fola awvieem,
oy foia% %3 IR Ty & wer i wi s am3 o'm
forer cofarqpoeEa ARa( ACMeNCER  wawiaer orey fpem emen
g Wty 43 wte TR s3faw'a gam Tem we| saiwaR © 88 W
FIES WIGAV (IAAA GV [FR-GF WA IOV T S Sy v
T ( afre FEE IR Swaren AR weR sTAe
AMAMAT I,WGA I IANOR Y owageA #A2oiae on
g | 1afen AR IRAR FRINCTR S/ AT IRE A |
M. C. Vicesmith Ji3 qIaA T >[RCTR T (FATAR IE AR |
(FARA AMAAATAL AN IURST IS IACEHAR | 9% PAAST
97 Siemeligm Fewm oe farwea — “Mr. Smith  was
struck at the fund of information which Babu Ramgopal
possessed and on returning to his office he remarked to his
Banian, that he and others of his class were not bettér than
mere brokers, but the only man among them who was fit to
assist the English merchants was Babu Ramgopal Ghosh.”
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I aweR SofME wm T ( sysr Gl )1 ol zfedm e
Kelsall, ‘Ghose & Co.’ mza »fafss ga1 13> tn pown fog e 21a-
T AR TZe ST ey Toial winAn farens e wfaces |
CREALAA HLATA ISR HAG Ml 5o fwen Boor 1 farwd e WIS
o Fnam s g fwee fefx ame o G e TR seAIToRa
Boims zar | I ofadls cra fner wfmane fagocn ¢+ RS CaEmE
e & 7RIS AF LCWA FNCS MR | FRCATAE Y
AT N A1 O AN ANASIA IS Teiern AR (FAHeNE O
qg w Tow, stewa TaiES @ IR TAA TR0 »fres
forqme weaY focarea,  ‘of TAAOR WY FE (ILR SRS ACE | @AW
o OR 13, Tei fadn e Alre fwmd? Ffawm, Law ARce
i wmpirn olzm eme swwn Sema A ek fewn e mE
t@mom ( R. G. ‘Ghose & Co.) qm AR GG HGHIE] I
FPNrs emiacata | BRI TSAS: S8y AKAr sibmiee 1">° PYS AF
% T3 YA WA MY WE e |« wa R.G. Sanyal-
g7 Bengal Celebrities®8 arsz Suqs amesneona a1 fafas ~{4i5 ARY
vy FAced AT Taam v TR AN

To T.S.Kelsall, Esq.
SIR, Calcutta, July 17th, 1848.

The deep insult contained in your letter received on the
14th instant having been yet recalled, it is impossible for me
any longer to retain your presents. I cannot use them ; it’
would be painful even to keep them. They were valuable only
as tokens of regard and friendship. The gift is now off, the
charm is gone, and things are reduced to their money value.
It affords me therefore a great relief to return the worthless
pelf. One word of explanation I must add.

In sending back the diamond ring I have nor emark to
make for it is none the worse for wearing. I have had some
scruples in returning the same, since it has been worn for
several years. 1 would have readily, if permitted, handed
you the original cost of the shawl in Rupees. Aftersome
hesitation I return the horse and the Atlas as the former was
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gift made jointly with your brother, and the latter with your
wife. But as these presents were essentially yours, I hope
they will pardon my returaing you. '

When I closed my business connexion with you long ago,
you, sir, put a.diamond ring on my fiager as a token to friends-
hip. The day that I signed the deed of dissolution you shook
hands with me with tears in your eyes. It was you, sir, who
then declared your belief that you never ﬁopcd to be again
associated in partnership with one whose connexion should be
marked with as much natural good feeling and sympathy as
had ever subsisted between you and me. You requested me
to see you often as I could. You placed a room at my disposal
whenever 1 might choose to have a resting place in town. Was
it a rogue, Mr. Thomas Siddon Kelsall, that you did all this ?
And when several months afterwards at your own invitation,
Ramgopal Ghose sat at your board and partook of your hos-
pitality, was it a rogue, that you thus introduced to your family
and friends? Was it a rogue, sir, I ask, on whom you res-
pectfully called 6 or 8 months ago;asking advice and assistance
regarding your own business 7 Was it a rogue whom you
offered your best thanks for discovering fraud and irregulari-
ties in your establishment ?; Did you, sir, seek the mediation
of one who had robbed you to help you to make new arrange-
ments for a Banian ? Was it a rogue, sir.. whose services you
entreated not very many months ago to relieve you of your
pecuniary wants ; Was it a rogue, 1 emphatically ask, to
whom you said between 4 and 5 months ago, that he had
better come and resume his seat in office if he would but
promise work » Was it one who had repeatedly abused your
confidence that only three months ago you read extracts from
your English letters containing what you said to be the pith
of your home intelligence ? Did he, sir, rob you who, at your
solicitation, has repeatedly renewed your promissory notes,
knowing as he did from your own statement, you are in
difficulties 7 Was it only because you had a purpose 'to gain
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that you condescended to address a hardened robber only six
weeks ago “My dear Ram Gopal ”; This is the man, sir. whom
you dared to write on the 14th July (alluding to sundry petty
accounts nmounung to less than Rs. 5000) that you were
perfectly satisfied that this was only another case of robbery
to add to those you had before instanced. Shame | Shame ten
thousand times repeated shame ...

' Yours Sincerely

Ramgopal Ghose

—~T5f5 fa'ay e A murgmA AT WmAl IWE AMMAT) AN-
TMOITCoT LK @f TOoRrd ST F9 (FARALT (BN IS iﬂ-—zw
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TBAOET WIGRHAN SYR AT | CANA P VLS PR
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Coa ' ST ANNAXAS AZLTINOT [NACS ©l IRHA 901
MYl CECS | CRAS O o aFwq REpea) R0aw Wa OEA
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alvw R aRAEt ofr arwm owlv TR A WA e IGRd
Taror afodwa faca sars o | wrslrw aRt oS LT
TF IR WA o@e agw fegim awn, feg, s g feia
WIAACE ACX o) TN FNAN) R WMWY LS e R wow
QIR % CATAER, TR 9T IR AR et e 3
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TS A AT NWS AR ATwNR 5114TS fum fx0's 1 Sawrowem
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maciver Flie’ Pamiyem T TEla A, amEm woweE iR
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@ A T Sl ST ARCST, STAT SRYI WF 1N A MG 1 AMCAA
‘had drawn bills to a large extent on Houses in England, and
was doubtful whether they would honoured at maturity. If
dishonoured, he would be ruined man, gz @3 *EwEer Hweas,
T WSl G Y NG AT BIeNE | «YHe IAINY T wie, IR
TS 518 | WA ASIAS AWONIONCAT Fwes sy, Tamgt zem B3
wie: foin wwem, ok fowg aq oge ok nemvmom usfs
fewme ST *MWIA A GHR TINIMCET AR | XN, S1qA  AWS
fofq SPie BN WS A A ; TR W v 33 oy A7 oren oy e
TIRA | BLe0 IR ISFIAN IARQ S A 2SAS  ZJ S It
o'rn bill wiM TG X WS IAS AR | TIENCS 2>y Srapra
faoterier O P AT HPACS ARTS FAH AR AF-WNS AT IS
TOqC AT T Lo | TADT @ ASET oA 7
—treres ety Snzaeie W AT FW 1 @ @ AfE Tw-
* CATTVTCOTS T L CRICRT Jneror Al TAews O o7 % Ol e = |
T3 AT IS COCH 4t BTN wUArwEm Wi s Tiow  aewes, W
o, 9l Tieiode wa WefR 1 aw; w1 I IO, FWCMAB
o I vwe Tren tont o conE enG ATt sAer 3 s g
amememan ofew «Ive Sara w-rewar cerdm ot fiefafe 1 o
HREHA WA 71— T ruth was a synonym for students.
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Yoy —*...1 find by papers just received from England that Mr.
sullivan had presented an address to the court of Proprietors regar-
ding the employment of natives in the Civil Administration of the
country. No decision has yet taken- place.’
AN 2 ATy e E1% tyn Ymtas o W ae afelTs
fammen Sofge arrew am Tefq e swes @ we woies ramm
Wi e Fetyem | '
fermi 3%, SR ANCHAW AR, am-: tane yoxq, Tl gan |
sitg wfami Yare Feaom arliat e Teaasr 93 ?mm—-k G. Sanyal
fairergR ( Bengal Celebrities, 1976 Ed, pp 150 )—¢became a  writer
under Mr. Joseph on the salary perhaps of Rs. 40 per mensems”
Yertie T2 TAZWER, 6o, BT 1 ASYE STwonaE Teeaew WEEA 8o
(607 )| A B8 Tos" miiem I3 &1 ¢S] AIEFIE R |
% AN Owen Potter AT GLaF TGP (FePE QITRTLN 949 FWEH |
Tary v 3w M Do e faaw Teibes o ek T o e IRA
TS ALFA | '
HE Y A1, 73 3TorE 31 @ A, 2w ( 3280 ) AHT -y |
R ¢ A AT 210 9% HTH GFAPIINS TN |
o, smTSasa #1323 A |
Fireis gror Feta e, 3ngR ok Fet Rfen ammae s
N IETEA | 9% AT I ol IMIE o «eTe Tl Semw
a2 T3 A |
8 miles to the North of Calcutta
16th June, 1839, Sunday.
MY DEAR GOBIND,

Here I am at a beautiful plaicc on the banks of the River in the
Company of sweet Tonoo (Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry and ‘removed
from busy life’s bewildcred ways.” Turtons Dr. Bromby and Mr.
Smith of the Sudder Court and other bigwigs have occupied this
garden before, and it is well-known under the name of the Kamar-
hatty Groves. Since the beginning of the last month I have had a
bad health though not actually laid up and | came down here last
night in the hope of improving my health by a fortnights stay, though
1 must arrange to attend my office from to-morrow... .

Eversyour affectionately

RAMGOPAL GHOSE.

Themanie g, Y stoemrmilr SeTy, dad Yoty | WIYT 2a8-ay |
G2 2N GTER BUIH IR QSR ST St Tera e wmeeR o
Car Tagore & Coy-t3 7 f2or1e Fnen3 WEien—ram e e R
TR WENNT MR srleew | eemaE fveem o et
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Fows o5 awivs 1R Yefvgewm ofc® @rmeeri Calcutta Review
(1868) « Taaea Torafere=— “In consequence of good connection made
in Englind the firm did business to a large extent and very succes-
fully. The sodowns always contained metals and piece goods worth
no less than Sixty Lakhs of Rupees. The rcal working man of the
house was Ram Gopal Ghose and it was then something novel to
see a native of Bengal occupying a high position in the firm ordering
his English assistants to carry out his directions in the different
stages of a ramified business in a large counting house. It was,
we repeat, a sight to see a Hindu Correcting drafts of letters prepared
by English assistants and giving those assistants clear directions as
to what they were required to do in the correspondence and other
departments®. IPeTIPE TATRGITT TR TAR NCST X 1

TG SY8O TIVHA 208 AINS T4 rem e 91 oF ©'R TR
s wfiay TCIeTERE MO W0 AT aAae ATOR AW AP
Y 20T IEH

fogmg wrat qmea; oifagt e ceEEN e (o AN 3264)
751 SR8 | ’
‘g ATIRT 3290 VT 96362 |

fusaiq 22 forwres «lemt Sy8Q WA, AR SIEG YORQ, 1T vOs.
WA TS 7T SYBY G *RE AT TOTT AP GA I | PSS
*TE ST o W avmw Tofx farwr « Yoxow Somw w3
2T TRAE VIGA A | }8 WEW wved Sifare am; entameEs
o @S omm ven et aemen foretges, *All our friends are
quite well. Babu Kalachand (Sett) Tara Chand ( Chakerbutty), Peary
(Chand Mitter), Rusik (Krishna Mullick), Madhab Chunder Mullick,
his nephew Bholanath have all turned their attention to trading. And
1 am very happy to say some if them have made very fair profits
am also thankful to say that my own trading operations with
England have been very successful. Should I be equally successful
for 2or * years more I will give up the business of my employer
and become an independant merchant—an honourable profession the
pospect of which thrills me with delight.’
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AN @A AFe, TTTWH, AN GAH IR GRS Ty
TRR 1| OREAF AT AW GG T X TRHS B0 SARITES
(3 GTIRNP TITGTAP SCTACTRAR AW TWCMSAM S LA
foae zalv aA IWIrTer wtwe Tofn wifwe wizice'd uRe
T MeE wafermm | os trre Tofa que’ ferzfermim 1+ tramace
aiwaa faion a7 awe Tofa eprea ey e Learoa ez,
wpre) Afzrer fafen smmbr ek o' fem seAizER—mGI-fefaw )
QAL AT TS INGLTA ACHG O T TG TS | (oA
ABPEAAT e BT BeANZA TN A A—IRIIICA  BHICY NG
zerta UM Ao S wITiE FWRR | BLA ATHS GANES AR
Ci& H7 FJ-AMGITT FAWLT AACAGA INCSA | 4, SR 77 a3z
wigena faaeaa At weza faoom o for, wewen Twtwaln -
AR ACK TG TFS A1 2R AW SMIGCST WA IACSA— TG
i R WrAw W WA AWCMONA IR I AT ATBSR TR
f&mfae As am e e feam oo Wy Tofee afere
fa: zfamw e W sle q@a Twwaean IMCMTECY STET SiA-
Fced 1 far swle wmE TwwAln T an ARAR it e
TR AT A4S ATAATT DI IJAGA | TSR WS ‘93 W3
aeper Ty v A Afrereae Aizees wAnie 250S M ©© ATAR ATACAA
Tz isa fox, e Teiq fas @ amm oram @@ @m Fmsa—Ta sstoa
FICA 0K QIR ACHT QAR A |

FgAy @ATentE T et

wWiLAa & a3 Twd ohF Agaey  «awigy ASwIR Brmat @
AR | WBCGHE TATACA'T AL WiFe 7[5 7 qcmoner e
'@ PG YR IAWMA 1 @wd am z@ Epistolary Association®
w3t Circulating Library. #ew,5 #fastiae 2o sumes amwmam o3
FmeR, migela sERYR 1 Terg o wevrle wlom WA wam w
TS e W AN ARe aF AANTA ASERAT I @



frwraian aarea 6

SRIEAR 1 ANITSHS SRATACIR W qwRe *MAS | fwrmieren
'SR *a Lefon (WA @& 7GR AoiefS g 1 Ty B et aw
wAS [T TR WWE, G MR @3 610 v e
snia—The last meeting of the A.A. (Academic Association), was
held yesterday night, and we fortunately had a discussion
which took place after three successive meetings having failed,
The attendance was thin and the speaking very ordinary.
I have little hope of the revival of the palmy days of this
Association®. uaq @3B sfafgie o SRR ANCTNRT e o
TOE QTG JAIJSA ASI—AYRT WCPNTE P A8 ( Weratw I Societys
for the "Acquisition of - General Knowledge) wi*R wsafea
a8 Greeen @3l Tamignn ofaAlcas wemenwim, MECMMW 091N,
TN, aMigel, SHIE'™M 5FIST AR JGFP -7 " FIAWAG TN
SeBEANR AT - IF 43R AT (R TR AT WHINTR
wry fastas aonies
AN’ Taras WA X fawiy smide aena e fwemt
" Country men,
Though humilating be the confession, yet we cannot for a
moment deny the truth of the remark so often made by many
able and intelligent Buropeans, who were by no means
.inimical to the cause of native improvement, that in no one
department of learning are our acquirements otherwise than
extremely superficial. We need only, examine ourselves in
order to be convinced of the justice of the, remark. After the
ground-work of our mental improvement has been laid in
the school, and the school tution seldom does more, we
enter in to the world and never think of building a solid
super, structure. The fate of our Debating Associations,
most of which are now extinct, while not one is in flourishing
condition, as well as the puerile character of thie native prod-
uctions that appear in the periodical publications are lamen-
table proofs of this 'sad neglect. If a tree is to be known by
its fruits, where, with but one of two solitary exceptions,
are the fruits, to which we can point with pride and satisfac.
tion, as manifesting any degree of intellectual energy or extent
s
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learing. We have never sincerely regretted the want of an ins-
titution which should be the means of promoting frequent
mutual intercourse among the educated Hindoos, and ol
exciting an emulation for mental exellence. There is at present
no occasion whereby we ever called upon to congregate on an
extensive scale, for the purpose of mutual improvement and
whence we may receive on impetus for applying ourselves to
useful studies. Is it not then desirable to unite in such
a laudable pursuit by which the bonds of fellowship may be
strengthened, the acquisition of knowledge promoted and the
-sphere of our usefulness extended ?

With a view therefore to create in ourselves a determined and
well regulated love of study, which will lead us to dive deepe:
than the mere surface of learning and enable us to acquire
a respectable knowledge on matters of general and more spc:i-
ally of local interest, we have thought it expedient to invite
you to meet in order to consider the proposal of establishing
an institution which in our humble opinion is eminently
calculated not only to effect this great end, but likely to pro-
mote mutual good feeling and union-an object of no less
impgrtance. We can not, of course, within the limits of a
circular give a detailed account of the plan we propose to lay
before you, but allow us to state the following briefoutline,
Such members of the proposed society as may be willing
should undertake to deliver at the meetings written - or verbal
discourse on subjects suited to their respective tastes at such
times as may be previously fixed by them with a view to their
eonvenience and to the degree of research and atténtion which
the subject may require, and if they should fail without satis-
factory reason to fulfill their pledges, they will be liable to pay
a pecuniary ﬁne. The purpose of this circular is to calla
general meeting to consider of the propriety of establishing
the proposed institution.and to arrange the details. '

‘It is at this General Meeting, Gentlemen, that we most
earnestly solicit your attendance. We must be well aware that
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the success of a public object like the one we propose must
depend on the degree of cordial cooperation we may receive
from the members of our community. We can not believe
that in such a cause coldness will b¢ marifested by any person
that entertains the least regard for his own improvement or
breaths any love for his own country, and we flatter ourselves
with the hope that we shall meet with your hearty suppert in
a proposal, which none can look upon with indifference unless
lost to all sense of duty or sunk in apathy. Those who may
from circumstances ‘be unable to take an active share in our
proceedings can at least counterance the object by their pres-
ence, for which they may be assured ot our thanks.

We have through the kindness of Baboo Ramcomul Sen,
Secretary to the Sanskrit College, obtained permission to use
the Sanskrit College Hall for our meeting where precisely at
7 O’clock p.m. on Monrday the 12th March next we earnestly
introat and hope that 'everyoné of you, Geatlemen, will have
the goodness to try your best to be present. '

Tariney Churn Banerjee

Ramgopaul Ghose,

Ramtonoo ‘Lahiry,
Catcutta A Tara Chand Chuckerbuttee
January 20,1838. Rajkrishna Day

9% SLSAET SN TR S W6 Spoy wiiated TS fwm wam

foren wiwa Seiglere o ‘Awma swavieR A’ wivs zn @

G H(LIMA FNAPWAA IS INR I ea; Tave; o'@ a3fe Torer-

LI Q] TP 27 A Tolx ASw Soige ws eaRin L gy
Ao 7 31532} Afafe afds 77 e folx swwat seinie fagifss za

( AEefe—omm' T 5338l ; QW @ 9Faw IR AET IR

5 ; AT —ANeR, Miget ut *nalsly e ; winTew ey f=aiice

TA—FRAZA ICMWNGH, AAIMA OW, SHR91539 WA, 53T~
TAIZR 37, 3 AR5 BT | RN I o S5 wainfe e

TSI I | T (T AR feied fReg gR 1 ok Avw zew

ST A DY T Doy TiAey ) 1
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MR @ Sy TeAEY AR Gmenv fwan 1 (e s
et o G @R e wmvme A TR SOW—a e foew
FACH A 5581 ©IFEA AINS T A} AEW AHW Mg WA S8
WS R 1> vy Reaceg e orRl FafE awoeMerd AW 9m Now
R 1 ees foln R vaaa (TR SCRIANAT 39S T 150

@8 7S] (IR AEe W el 2MAS: MELAITT WM ATA FAR &N
feTeys g, Am—"c3sner faivw 2rom cArndid’ 1+ v wals aans sifasr
TR UIIE0T 0T WA AT WIS T 77 1 97 I AR AN-
TSI AT SCETBAT FATR

s TR @3 s By TRere wemtrs wa 11 fAre aRem iR

Bomoy 39R Toiq faeme Colvin & Co. iz siex Totyom suws @M

A I QAT QR AR TS IR AT T F G

2AM L3 T T A TR oA T wdferam @ Teeme Ben anfwbia

T AR | eI Tenierma, ©F W @A Al | S| IRARR &R

eeonzeR At v TFgEer, u!a?«zﬂsh e fgam A axe

IR of7 o1 Siew 2reer fem |

s 2 fermw 3 g o'i sfeor oo aniales wies |

e G Gl AT AWMUANH FY, (MIIFPWT S8 T A sves Sy
ferafer—"The Epistolary Association may, I thinks be revived, if
a few of our friends will exert themselves. When 1 have more leisure
on hand I shall sec what can be done. At present I am very busy,
having just taken up the business of another Liverpool House that
was offered to me’...s%.v o wire fofore folx Torymgr— Well then
1 will tell you that we formed an Epistolary Association i.e, writing
letters tp each other, and circulating them among the members. Sev-
eral good letters have already appeared and the uumost frcedem
of discussion is allowed upon the merits of these epistles.’

8 onfzwpg amaes fofas oy a5 sves wifmwa % 1

¢ 33 % o svov ©ifzryz uafi it waze wex wwe —‘The Acad-
emic is getting on very miserably, and I should not be surprised if
in one of these days it be systemetically abolished. Whata pity it
is that this old and cherised institution of our school-days should be
thus suffered to die through the indifference of the miscalled ~du-
cated patives.’

& @ *Selection of Discourses Delivered at the Meetings of Society for
tbe Acquisition of General Koowledge,. Vol. 1. (1840) sz v

~
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»0r%" 7 T % 2w TATNTER, “On the 12th March 1838, in compli-
ance with the requisition of Ramgopaul Ghose, Tarachand Chucker-
burtee, Ramtonoo Lahiree and others a meeting of the Hindu Gent-
lemen was held at the Sanscrit College, and the Society of the Acqui-
sition of General Knowledge established with the object of promo-
ting mutual improvement® .. g A Biographical Sketch of David Hare
(Jijyansa edn 1979) pp 61-62.

IR T dyev Ty onfewer s o B6iE  sTREsToT ToemE—
° ..At the last meeting of our society one discourse on Commerce
by Guru Churn Dutt was read. It did not display much ability .
1 am glad at the prospect of having your account of Chittagong at an
early date. The kind of commuications ‘will above all make our society
interesting in the eyes of Europeans...

Ithink you will be very much disappointed, if you suppose that
more time the leading members of our Society take, the better will,
their productien. They are very idle and apathetic (myself included),
and I do not know if they will ever mend. Peary Mitter has beeu
preparing himself, and will perhaps make his appearence before long
You wish to koow if the Secretary wrote in the Daily Intelligencer
under the signature of a member of the S.A.G.K. The first letter
was mine, and the second 1 do not know whose." @% #wgE '@
iz @313 247w yvoa wifarw 5f5 wRarws 5T swroe gday

wferT BeG38 AT TP 1T OR |

TR @ TR R} 6 o3 Wp' snommmmwﬁ#anmvmm
T I 4 GE I TS R IRDAR TR 2w Zafen war wew
= Efrn el Fwlea—anitem @ Amme ( 43N ) W07 IET I
eEm e faveeew TAaR qrse wies 3w eiw --ur iz 5
o, wfBiIW ( $8Ee ) 3 ve |
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Tiaw vz goin v S3aener’ vmeta My fona Aafyz wfafes
gt Sodfea ‘@R’ winst 1° cmiairen seaatons 2ems sEcairem
FAME R TLNNNEA ("7 wipamas ) @2 «fnem seFeiy
Entonler TR (A WA I AR | o AR afns
@ g5 Sims @ sifasi wifaeemm iy ofa axa TR 1 ANCAOA
tme u? #fap Ary farmEend TE feea 1 sy & Sydy iGiew
oos 2T a8 Afa 2R XA IRESE 56573 IZA TR ATEET )
SO0 GINTHA A MW R «3 »fa3 aeies gn
MG WA FrArled Fe Eve o WS e e
(TN TP IRR AENARTOA T8 AR AN « ¥ wfaw ANAn
QPR FA ) @R AR qaemene ‘e ( Civis ) emmie aratics
a3 arrtn RA-AleEn Fofes e fmiss sranin 26w zacew
‘SRATATT AF AW (WP SNAM  WevmIS FAniva seween Iace
Bt ©xd aduF@ Tax 1 wrd fqrs 2%© 1’ @7 wa af viag e
WIFF TAJUIY TS | IR @R JRTT 2@ T IATAGR G
TN WA 27 TS ALFR 1 AR G Ty 7 GEBLEA S
T O AT TTF AR A A O3 @ IP 2ACNZTT IR R |
ST BAYI 7, @ ATGIIH AIM NIFRARETS AT e ©'F SrAaa
TRIGNE T A Srod> GV AT GIFD 5% IN,% 9% ~ATaFT FEewar
Ata oS AR | R} ToEics O InATER v fez g 2,
FAANAA @? AP SiIER AME T AW A 39w Tlvee g
SLEA | RS TABIA dyee SIALY LMIIWEHE INWT A 93is f5locs
W% opion Br|e T WA AmrmoE fewcgd, ‘Rusik ( Kristo
Mullick) is coming to Calcutta. Ram Tonoo (Lahiry) is gone
home. Taruck, the Principal Editor of Gy..nanashun has been
lucky enongh to get a Deputy Collectorship of Hooghly. 1
wonder who will carry on the paper now. 3% %, FiRaed
w2 AW LD WA SIF UG WA @ IR ANCNNA S FFE
syoa siacya gl Tiore fecaen,
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MY DEAR GOBIND,

I am glad to hear you are come. [ shall try to see you before
long. Will you have to go back to Hooghly before you are
finally -settled here. I have a great deal to tell you asbout the
Gynanashun which after this week will go into the hands of
Babu.Dukhina (Runjan Mukherjee).

This being the last time that I shall have to ask you to write
in the Gynanashun, pray send me something good. You may
pen a small article giving the particulars of Martin’s conduct at
Hooghly.” =#rs3®: » G#iZ-43 *RATT FIIWRT Wk Afage
TR TAFIT S IWA AIHNINR AT 215 e
RATAS(X 28 AT Syoy GG 79T 97 TATFS] A1 G
TRE; I WWE FATRLANY S0P O ©1F SN IS T 93X WAL
TR Gl ST AMCMMEAT %@ @t *G ) . &% wiiyg A-s'
AMAAT 8 TS SHod Siaad @3l BT 5NN R ASRAN
oS g panieero s 1aacga—1 should mention to you before
I conclude that a8 meeting of a few so select friends lately held
in my house at the request of Babu Ram Chunder Mitter and
Horo Mohun Chatterjee the present conductors of the “‘Gyin-
anasun, to take into consideration different, points connected
with the manégcn;gnt of that paper. 1 was requested to take
up the editorial management of it. I have not yet acceded
to the proposal, and I think there are weighty reasons for
declining it. 1 have little leisure apd less ability to conduct
it, and the consequence is, 1 will feel it to be a great bore. And
unless it can be better managed than it is at present, it is not
worthwhile to take it up. But after all should the paper
devolve upon my hands. you may be sure to be constantly
bothe-ed by me for contributions. Infact it is the hop'e of
being largely " supplied with news .by you that sometimes
induces me to thange my mind. And I am quite sure that I
have no mofusil correspondent who will more abl'y and more
cheerfully respond to my call’ amwensnat eFesrs Wd wfww
oo FATerA T ot oo o S ees « o @R fela
fxw womrstn foradfera] om emm SR 1 Skeo CIHIHA SO WA
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fgidm &fena SnemiacmA 1. s vicsimam ( Charles Trevelyan )
@F 2AMRA WA (3 APIR UZT I, (IR O AWCMAE 2P AR
rw, Tofq wae ara? ‘@@ sfaem Awaey sqien T s
D3CSTANLAT 2L JH TMF M A6 FAEAR ....Baboo Ramgopaul
Ghosh observed that he seconded Sir Charles in a small way
by writing editorials in the Guyananashun newspaper on the
subject.® amronona ¥ sfawida AT miww azq Feem v fooma
Syoy ity Tarfes olx tiinafatsne® (3 Ars* fewares, ‘The year
is now drawing to close, and I am purporting to review the
journal which I have kept during the greater part of the presen
vear. I find that it is pretty regularly kept up from 1st April
1839. On the 1st January 1839, the social meeting of some of
my nearest and dearest friends took place at my house, and after
dinner we got up and made speeches, I recollect, Hury, and
Ram Tonoo Lahiry spoke on the occasion. This speechi-
fying propensity infected me, and 1 knew, one thing that I
urged in my speech was the importance of keeping a journal.
I have subsequ:ntly been confirmed in this opinion by obser-
ving this system of watching time producing on the charac.er
of two of England’s best men, I allude to William Roscoe of
Liverpool, and William Wilberforce, the emancipator of West
Indian slaves, whose life is written by their respective sons,
I have lately been reading....’

AT, ANAACAT AMPPLF 7S ewifas . ‘@WACRIT  Syso
4 WGCRA ACEQF NCAR ACY 2AF TP A Y) I3 WA AW ¢

AW TeoTdea

WACILTT 2R ATS LA AWM *maty'w fna oY ATme
ALHSIE AVA QI ofEw FFR ewEs IR | Tulx ITRAE WIS
fosm WARA I A AR (R WG FT, ANET WA=
safwra Ael, «irdEfa iR aEier 13s ok 2@im
QAT FA AAEAR | TSR LS CATRAR, AGA (T FOWWE WA
iR A CWR, O 0T (e @R T li—Sun  anfen um
LA W AFS HCAEA | GNR Gk 333N LRI TS Wygw, T FeAWE |
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AT 4R 3G EU | TR afice sGusem o Tola eetve
i S s Walee | T, o afw 1 s o, W v 9 offew
2Ta e Toia SRy | @ wenE S0 wma sysr wiimy fofa
Ty, oo Toreter,—
My Dear Gobind,

Calcutta, 10th January, 1842,
... The necessity of establishing a paper I had long been
convinced of, and 1 have never failed to agitate the subject on
all suitable occasions, and when I heard of the extinction of
the Durpan, I have viewed it in the same light as you have
done, and after much discussion, we have now cometo a
satisfactory conclusion. On the last Tuesday evening the
7th, Tara Chand, Peary, myself met at Krishna’s® and we
resolved apon establishing a monthly Magazine in Bengalee
and English, and also the Durpan in case the receipts on
account of the latiter will enable us to employ a competent
person versed in English and Bengalee to undertake the trans-
lations of both the papers. This important duty no one seems
willing to undertake and unless we can secure an intelligent
young man to devote all his time which would perhaps cost us
Rs. 100, we can not venture to take up a spirit of enquiry
amongst the educated natives, to revive their dying instituti-
ons such as the library, the Society for A.G.K.q to arouse
them from their lethergic state, to discuss such subjects as
female education. the remarraige of Hindoo widows. It is
in short to be our peculiar organ, The Durpan on the other
hand is for the native community in general, to be easy and
simple in its style not to run into any lengthened discussion
on any subject—to avoid abstract questions, to be extremely
cautious of awakening the prejudices of the orthodox, to give
items of news likely to be interesting to the native community
and gradually to extend their information, quietly to purge
them of their prejudices, and open their minds to the enlight-
ment of knowledge and civilization. It should make the

¢
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extinct Durpan its model. , The two objects of the two papers
are quite distinct, and though I have very inadequately expre-
ssed myself, you will perceive the difference, and 1 think you
will concur with me as to the wisdom of the plan I have
proposed. The Magazine is to appear, if possible, on the 1st
proximo. Krishna, Tara Chand, and Peary are to be regular
contributors, They are pledged each of them to -give one
article, each number. Tara Chand will also look over the
articlés generally, and I am to be the puppet show of an Editor,
and probably an occasional scribbler, I do not think we
could make a better arrangement. But unimportant as my
share is in a literary point of view, it must occupy a good deal
of my time and attention, and I feel that unless I am relieved
in the course of 5 or 6 months by Rusikv coming here as he
talked of doing it, I will have to give it upa....

AW TZAICT ANCHEICAT ST SR 5701 @} *10n RS 7w | SN
AWMCMNCAT BT @} ATA ofaw om emFiE awtes gnivg
‘e o337 ( THE BENGAL SPECTATOR ) am f&en @2
*ATIPA AAAP Sy GO QAN | 2 YR AATI IS
e ga—

LTI AANCAT WA @ FLHR T4 ALTCS A SILS 2718 ot
@ wem amiveoa s fFfek SEAER FETY A OB
2T FAC AT TZATE @R LT 2F T BeES ZFAE IIAS AW~
frena Boaeom WRPIAR AERA, TS, AWAAAPTAA 2AAA Fone
faaca 22 TCor AN A5S LRCTEA S SATITE @ RITELTE RAAXHT
WL SRR WA ANATTen Tecow e ¥R wom QST
wjuiws afetraze sacwraa e i e3¢ otgan Rom @
A Swiecan s G Soem wiMTS e | WA OFER SAT
FfeTHCora »3 38 Seoa TAa ™ P =AY 04 N OEH B ZASE || WS
OB AT MW AN AIOIE, TR LT T TS & o
T @3t CTCHR JIEA BepeST] TN SR 2N, @k AR i
farach AR wRAY Searaiecas wAaga ¥4 1 wE TGIwS gl
AT WY AE, AFCA AW IS 2 2, 4 pwrererin
A wAnEe w = frelire Sunaey farasan arm Songrers-ryy
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qifwa Tred Z80S aPITEWA »neIR —Eeniy wraeTEs Saeae T
IR LT PRRSTn S grwiem 102

st SEwan, (M peitran wonel ‘uiws syfts emts
XSS’ 2o Y BORG AW FA M AW IEAMS  AWCAA
3 aeWOIRATE WASY 2w fwem ) «f GoAR o ot
fafdwr Bivom crnida wagrl TSR ¥ NI ITY AR
2 wro R v Sserar wiR e 303 o 13

s  -eun Yt Taamoer & Be34T, ACOPERIY QCAIOTOTE, Aiem ARiNS 0w,
o G Pwtn efmeg? | Suresh Chandra Moftra, Selections from
Joanannesan ( Prajaa, 1979 )

R ORI RN 2R WNTE e bisye wEew A seews e
et oo Yoy 37 SR SRIPE TA AW TR R feom
tooaten, — Yenmio 2, NN CNY | AR, ATWG 2014, . qaY.

o «-fw wive S 143 ‘Public Speeches of R.G. Ghose and his
remarks on Black Acts, together writh a brief sketch of his life’ o™
W 2y oRe fereetg—*He found time also to write in  Gyananeshan,
a then existing diglot. a series of articles signed *Civis® on the Indian
Transit duties. Subsequently he took on himself the Bditorship of
the paper,—and when it ceased to live, he started another called
the Spectator’

8 R.G. Sanyal, Beagal Colebrities (Rddhi edn, 1976) pp. 169-70. @ &k
ereva Tofdvram erReY wen @1 )

TAOTRG CF 17 Yoz wer's quar srsrmvner ‘Infand Transit Duties’
T w0l 2Ry 357 ST
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R. G. Sanyal, Bengal Celebrities ( 1976 ) pp. 165- 67.
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5739 B4 AdRY @RIATTF® AR AN @3 AT WER FA
BAART ATSAHR FACAR AN AT CICIT ASLY | GASHLLA  ACHLATSS
Iy OWT-0 9% AW WMIIBR 1 a7 @ Npwineza a0 o
BT SN AT WA I AP | YAXFN arrewm inmw oaelord
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*That a society be now formed and denominated *The Bengal
British India Seciety’, the object of which shall be thé collec-
tion and dissemenation of information relating to the actual
condition of the people of British India, and the m Ins-
titutions, and the resources of the country ; and to emplqymch
other means of a peaceable and lawful character, as may appear
calculated to secure the welfare, extend the just rights and
advance the interests of all cluaes of our fellow subjects.’
ORI YR JAT FECNGA AL wo o T R orendi
AIBMSS g1 =3B wow ANCMON (WS B AT WS A |
Toiq azers 8

“That the society shall adopt and recommend such measures
only, as are consistent with pure loyalty to the person and
Government of the reigning Sovereign of the British Gover-
ment and the laws of the counti'y.

‘He had himself within the last day or two been reported
to have said, that the Mahamedan Government was superior
to the English. So far this being the sentiment of his mind,
or the meaning of his words, he desired nothing more sincerely
than the perpetuity of the British sway of this country. He
bad referred to the comparative liberality of the Mahamedans
in the distribation <f the higher offices connected with the civil
administration of the country. It was, therefore proper, once
for all, and especially at the commencement of their operations,
to decla-e that they were attatched to the British Government
aad ‘would strictly observe the Iaws and regulations of the
country’, '
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el wme foawa Lwaw AS@ AP0 XM NLIS 1 W
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‘iAo anaqat Fa-mme T @ RS gaten owT ‘WA (wE
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RIS’ P47 27 (7 "IN GFAA IS QETRIER FiAS AFE |
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FErR 3 TR RiE aam o wafewas—1It will not be
necessary tn fire a gun for seven years' nR® giocay @me
aFoT ATl #TA5rEA Aex arHenR TS sz #false zwe ronaterem—
1 ol mwizmms nm A1 o'm syss «MSwwa Education
Resolution +% wlrs sasiy mwrgE Biozen st 202 awe

OTIG! IRACHCTR e A Tomem—aziimemin sied e'w #iie-
AATZT AT |

@37 FRPMI S BT ATIAFRT AFCA SuF AAE-SieTwa
TWARA &0 8 (AR Sy8a IBTW JI&} A FABCIAN 194 IF
sxetiew Mias 231 TENA @ AlSMasE o FA1 503 O §7GI
BT TAIR AV FCA (AATCAR TSR fz®w ( Hume ), varam; SRform
aariser ( James William Colville ), am7 6=éa ( Thomas Turton )
A5;(S ARy ASIA N, 20AF Bon@ind | o [E, aX §AEis s
fz¥ma A T 1w cstafwaR, Send FO o v w'En
A AW FIAK (AN P9 T ACAR (ATTARG FHCAZR JCATIVOGTE |
QFFCA ZITTR SHCP AT AAT o 2B coen MeaTemA s fofn &
YA GG MG ATT WS FNAR SRGIAT7 Prwwnes aanien fwm
gietan fabed Swewa su wAgitees fogam Shmive or I ; w
CECYA OIS AR T8N ¢ TXF SATSIACY AU W S
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AW BT AT O T 2redd e ereRil Fientre wa
»3%wra w2 Ta sora Sebgs Foiam BuaenTa (38 A (38 «dies Sy
gafors a3m ¥d WS smIR—Some one among the crowd of
Englishmen would be ready to clothe the idea in proper
English’, fg8% 2t (AR AW @i WSl | «ag cornn SR
Fofeer ( *Ca 757, TNOCELPS LGN ) OUIR (W6 CIgis CATA
T wcn TR e Y T @R iAW oW SRgaeis R
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0% poRW 0 FEnona fed Yoy frrs emees W, w1 Aw
aPgq Leasd TR o fafecn faem srom fefq faestram aferne
TR | LA Fra Fwcmener Pt mises ofs srree:
oRe I PFOR AT (0T FAEAIMEF M SBTRT @I e¥SIIA
f*t5 1+ 313} 39w ‘proposed the resolution of obtaining a service
of plate for Lord Hardinge himself, and a portrait of him for
the Town Hall’, s« anrsn~it *Lx6 &5 11graq @3t Ioeaa—ieix
qRA GFA B woNAR IR TCTAR LSTR SRAT IPAT (IS ATAAR
TS @I fofa Fews 6R M, o3 Tica @ WP BLA AGACII
A T6R  AIR IFA FAIA R TG S’ 91 FLTOATS ieag
Tra S *ry 23 — ‘And surely a mere piece of plate and a
picture are not enough’. 3 TJaCT ASIF AP VAR THE G
a3t Fzo'A qiacd ( Colonel Ramsay ) a#sRfS sug'y daca J@ Tt -
R eFORTS TS T4 |

YIS AMACAT @2 S awed As gifetad el s
wii7s 27 13 ofes  xaeam Wi Fewae Tofa emm S ferem
( @ fagm o3 @caww Feafe )1 giferan saiewasm  q@omemad
s, fnans A% #798 ~rfrq #3 A (John Bull ) @a s aAssepier
AW 71998 o) AN ‘A Demosthenes has appeared on the
Indian Platform, A young Bengalee has floored three such
Barristers as Turton, Dickens and Hume.’ 7% r23% 3w zw-
rotera =2eae @ favien srretn femtgian Ao wfafcs 2ta v

Tio'e sTTe ASW IMCMAMAT WS TS IZR F|F ARXAAE Moo
oIS Charter Meeting-a 2v@ otz a5e1 ok srTears o fomnex
fag Tige == 1 WA 6orA 86 (2 ©IRS-AT6R A1 Secretary of
State @3z SeFA (AT G, I HS#(1G ) @y @i WGl ey
AR 1« A SRSimed AgeR Aot 31 Afen ATl ST
@3¢ qerrtw Tasmesas wiLA T AFeS IR Srpa? Tga A1 Fma
SRS @ SR @B LWMAHP QG ATSIM N 4F | Spad G ITH
1> TR SidAza FfereR™Y et TS graieraR ek afeaoy
GRS HEF 130 ANY S8zer SWY ©NE AWIFIIR | AW PR TMCTFT
a2 A5M ATy AT TIPS 7T ATWA ( SArS-Syda ) | 2R
Ty fafow STonm seentieeas oA S SNt ANCAITE | IEST
qrS ASHE NPT FSHIR ANCAPLD SIGEA AR L3 TU |
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TP LM ©'[3 AAYLR I AR | GRS Tt
#foF AWCMONAR  TESH PRARD TNF Wi+ M. P, wws agg
T3 FA e 9} AT WOAI  MARCT QNN
AT AR A ~@ifre WA IrafwaAs

T el faews vwite w-ek sfaw Smvermm  Sowgw
AmTiwe ¥aTs faary amransier Wi Tev fegeta o 7w ©w TeE
ZWe syus Gl FaFer WORAAmIARN fRvew sawmanite
HAiaen T TR eI WA | TRIEAT WS (2) IR W RGEGHA
SWGl WARRY AF,T6F ; () WL oW WowN wwarged e ()
T ARG ewm W oy Gormy wm wem Wi cwrey -
Taly seorfa's, tARmS amemsna ] Tig Awmer] AR favg faweem
*RPTATIGCE GZIAMA [ TR A1} 1,130 Tofa ager snwfa anamcer
ola a3 ABARATA 93T RSy Py TS 7 T 7 fawen s
TGl TAMZT FIZFCA (AR TG ;2 Azen 1o gowezd afs s
2P FIEN N 7 OIRQl e TRivoees wEw awa afe wgAAer
JFABTST P IR WERIE (e oF faveg 1 folq wmcms—Persona-
Uly I have the highest respect for the present Licutendnt Gover-
nor and I believed if he were aware how objcetionable is the
proposed order in a Hindu point of view, how wounding and
exasperating it must be to all who believe in the sanctity of
the holy river he would be for from wishing to enforce that or-
der...’ ) zvrm WA TH7 A% wwew ew fola wme  aaintma—
*Sir I care not where my body may be burned after death
but I consider it my duty to stand up here on behalf of the
vast majority of my countrymen who would feel it to be a dire
calamity if the prospect so reverentially contemplated of their
bodies, being disposed of on the banks of the Hooghly were lost
to them.’ 2yRd: 'R @? WOR WX (wwean wpraw fxawem
*iaero@l 7O T | PENEe fowa waee RIS Fam erena
S veR Jwa Calcutta Justice (7a 09 A®T WA IIA SUS I9Y
s w0 Teermmces afeiAly fA1fes R amrweter 1 R B W
< A1 e AT TAT—"TW, TN 4RSS Wi MmNy LW e ¥
AT SYR (7 2ATSINH 93 WA I OA |
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9:5[ Y s Licutentant-Governor Sir Frederick Haliday sg's3
a3 Tag¥ a3 (433 anrataraa faagey Acer ok afeaw wq
. (SN SEAEy Smesadl o ferdfamm  aenage
FATAFS ASE S'@ ITS1 1 CUAY 3,1 Afawers ScmarEim @ wacer
1 G% IWOW AWK GIPS ICWE Syea AWHR AL INAENETT 27K
qeyq qE @ WA Aegfrms WS syea GlSwwa ey
SiAcTa 2ad SANIRSA TPy, Ty SePerly AATatEs qeEls WR of
2 TORR AL A ¥R e wmala 1 wwg oAy el
o} % 08 SRIEAR AIPASF AR AGAT | G AR, 3G FA
A wAFE, (AT3N AAPRAN COW/LANTA TN 74, SIACSA S_AT ARAMCS  *F
WA LS TN | PG AP T R walerAw, CHA (PRR
fqun LS LA J 1 A IR Le-es foide e avems 'm
aras (A WAAR | Swel TSR om acoa agaet Tevdiama
ATNTEERI-TAT TFPAAFI ASH INCAGNA A% LFae 13T AT WA
sfieiainy A’ oe2 et 28 o srea Sifmy Flawom Swios
AHFAS COTEE Seaagd FA'eAA fafreE TR, Irtemm o
o s afelaiums Fx | 7T Teln ewnga 5153 ¢ amemw
IR ATCAT ABS Qe IFITAT A IWa Awm N I

FratewEa . >

@ A[CNACAT  @FIIAT WOR @ Al @I gy fang
o' 3w 9anks fae AFA LI AN JTY FATEA a3t e
AW S A i W wWa A Talvveny vw afeIm

szpm FECER 9X RS e “A Few Remarks on
certain Draft Acts, commonly called Black Acts’ st #fafs® 1

sy8y-60 WA WA ainwd fgreadm IGR IPMCET wEw niEwA
§raTs WALRT AT LA FAA N 2 7T A 0 WFIA Srsd @
oot @ 5P 1IN ;15 FU kb WAHITE Speo @R Sy rFa A Sreo
STy OO0 WAR | AT WA 39 Tem—Taem avgwm RSrmew e
S slad 9o 22a A A1e AR ATPET IABERAT WRA ANTENR
carra BT AERS (NP AAFT | (ICAR X AW s-REE
HETA AR O AR IACEA WA AT 2w WRA ATy Sa™
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w34 fa7ay sam 1 Syag B8 o Sldwe ‘FaEA a1 Black
Acts AW 731 ITHR (WIS (AUTAN PETAS GHGIIA N WA
FramE arrntn 2Brmetaere @ odAcs Fen xR’ a1 Black Acts Jiew
WIANS FAAR | AWCMAE 18 IR VIYW 9 2T AWSHP FA]
33 o' B vl o rewis 251 waw

A% A FTH AT (T FAT AWACA AIPAE SR ALFSIA TN
WAEA, S SYAH | (A 2R TR syiem wem fedlon I
S AP AISIAT CMCHCFT 0> WHAA Sy8d @k ‘An Act for
protection of Judicial Officers’ ams sY«THa Fu 3> WS YW
axfs ga 1 a7 aAfsImaces araerta EBcarerlaae Syed CIGHWMA I
forraa Siage A g afeam a1 «@X oY RAKS 4T
eorten o3, RSceTancod SeMIoad TAAeY AMCMONIAT (ASY I A
©asn ;47 T BryEA | AWCMor aF ATAd Srery FRE @R oM
#6AT B3 | Toix Tawarea ‘while the British public in Calcutta was
thus excited and agitated, a report got abroad the natives were
getting up a counter memorial in support of the *Black Acts”.
My humble name was signed out as chief instigator of this
movement, and as might have been expected under such cir-
cumstances, improper and unworthy motives were recklessly
sttributed to me” taTY TANCED LAY TWMCMACAS TSWS SRR A,
7% 123 foln @8 . roam o' qome o IS IR | TafémeaR
qrrATe FIlNs IR (A Aioym '@ gA A S (AR
@%q @95 Ay feaca ola o fawda FwAoren Tome @A
a3 oifare Tola a@y alwom | waq <@ ww fafow-vias
Qi R 3R Ay e Serr afe ol srmeie waend
He ! 13y ‘So long as that cause does not interfare with
the happiness and prosperity of my own brethren of the soil’>¢
Black Act (3 staw'q @3¢ ‘Own brethren of the soil’-uz samrasr
SIE OB ATY AT ATSS; TCH FACMMOND ST IO BKAP
Ba'ts o gonlemr | ACMoMAT A Lo WRE GFTS swROTEM
Bz APRY (4OAA  Afe o'W AW w1 e amens
et woam o ageen e e fafow e wmenn S SR
O 2P W (Y M TR (N M MBS W v
WAL APy TR0 S toracs 1R PR 2POR 2ONTR  WA |
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xR «3® WA ¢z Agri-Horticultural Society®? «z g wefoF
- tur3 TaeTee 7rs zo1 1 Aty fafafer lon vt BaEeE e
ST AR |

AT 20E T IFBIANT 90T aPirs 619 TR WA TH
stare vy ezl 1| win Ifxmem Awe IR fmeyleme— sz
AINCNTTA FICEA I QTGN H DRCNNA (N1 € TG NI PIUNECS
FUHIAT AT TPMACTAEA S CAS] T FACS +wd O e WM. WA
eafgraa—He was the first Bengalee to systematically advocate
and pursue public agitation for the redress of public
grievances’.
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Raij Jogneswar Mitra Ed. Speeches by George Thomson (1835) P. 1.
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@ Thundering at Fouzdari Balakhana

b THOMER IR, VTER FUIA SIS, (TSR T, Y004q) T, SY

q s g% Star ofgem HGigtaieeaw The mighty Ramgoral 3m; @l

Yo omioes TR onet #x;TepRen IwiewR— Balakharas Hall, where

used to be galhered the flower of Indian youths, resounded with his
eloquence ..°
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90 Report of the prozadiag: of a Public Mzating of the Native Comm-
unity hel.i in the Town Hall on Friday, the 28th July, 1853,

3% 1. K. Mijjumlder (ed) Indian speeches and Documents on British
Rule, 1821-1918 ¢ pp 76-78
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S8y GIGrwa aiad WA (AR SRS GEH SR rEaesny -
o a3Ea ata wR fgwa . afier am fofa wurem
FBioman Heviioe g1 e e 3w Fon Tewam ameemonet o
@R FIAFCE Grig AeeE fafee goom ol w1 U Iuw oo
CRCHCTR TR IO (RNTAR WATS BN (AW AN AR |
ANCANS (AR 2PV AT AR A POIAPEATR 10K TG B
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FIPCAA AR AWM T ATEST Brmy A Acxm—The three
natives to whom I desire especially to record my gratitude for
their assistance are Baboo Ram Gopal Ghose, the well-known
merchant who was my principal adviser in the first instance
and who procured me my first pupils...’
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Faae T 3adla ) 1 Fewsaree® Dr. Mouat ¢9 stle waeA
a¥ {mwifar, aaa Fwe—‘In fact, 1can look upon no part of
my early career in connection with education which is not
associated with him ( Ramgopal ).’
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POAR QWA ANCATNS N 1 FeenAtoln o ota epei sATEIIAA
AR WA [AT—"Among the formidable obstacles which oppose
themselves to the progress of education in our country, the
absence of all connection between education and pecuniary
success in the world is on the principal. I hail therefore the
resolution’.»o
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97 AN FHAFG] TEO }PA * W] — *The time miy come, and that
at no distant period, when all rescwve of this kind may be laid
aside when the Calcutta Female School, by whatever other and more
illustrious name it may be known ..> Zenlw )
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RN et fe “Only education could solve India’s manifold
problems’. - .

It was in Hooghly ..that the seeds of English education were
first sown. They germinated freely, and this metropolitan zilla
proved adaptability of thc s0il of this country toc thc growth of what
has now become a stately tree shooting out magnificient foliage
and Dbearing- golden fruits. Mr. Robert May, a dissenting
missiopary residing in Chinsurah, opened in his dwelling-house
in July 1814, a school on the Lanacasterian plan’—Transaction of
the Bengal Social Science Association, Vol 1, part 1 (1867) p. 53.
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Ramgopal Ghose, retained some trace of the original vigour
of Hinda mind.”?
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29th October, 1833
0 My Dear Rusik,

Mr. Anderson complained, on Sunday last, of your and his
native friends in general visiting him very scarcely. He told me
he had often written chits and torn them away, fearing that he
might be considered to press invitation too often. Will you
therefore go to him tomorrow cvening, and ask Gobind Basak
to go with us, as Mr. Andcrson wishes td see him and askcd me
to take Gobind to his house one evening.

Mr. Joseph and Mr. Burgess will be invited by Mr. Anderson
to meet you there.

Ever yours affectionately,
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 17th May, 1834
u My Dear Gobind,

I have had the pleasure of receiving two or three letters from
you, and as none of them have been acknowledged, you will be
disposcd, I am afiaid, to charge mc with negicct and inattention.
This, however, is not the case. Bc assured that I am fully
sensible of your extreme kindness towards me, which I have no
«claim upon for anything that I possess. The attachments of
generous mind are always spontaneous and warm, till something
positively offensive appears, which at once seps the foundation
of friendship. You will find, I trust, ample cxplanation when
I tell you that the lamented loss of my only child, my mother’s
continucd illness, and my own indifferent health have combined
to draw away my attention from the aggreable and proﬁtable
-correspondence of my valued friends. But let me potice few
particulars, which I have no doubt will be interesting to you.

You have, I presume, been already apprised of the progress
that the new Society is making, yet I can not forbear giving you
-a brief account of this. Isend you one of our circulars. The
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circular was issued to the senior students of all principal semi-
naries as well as to the young students of the same. I under-
stand that about 300 young men were assembled (on the 12th
March). What a gratifing sight this must have been to all true
friends of India ! What a circumstance of congratulation to us
who were desirous of making a propitious begining. But the
proceedings were not quite so gratifying as one might wish.
There were more talking than oratorical speaking. Two other
good speeches were, nevertheless, made, which are so essential in
attaching a due degree of importance to proceedings of this
nature. The following officers werc chosen on this occasion.
President Tarachand, vice-president Kalachand Sett and myself,
Secr etaries Ram Tonoo Lahiry and Peary Chand Mitra, Treasurer
Raj Kristo Mitter, Committec Members are Krishna Mohun
Banerjee and Raj Krishna Dey. Madhub has since resigned his
post. Many important points were overlooked at this general
meeting owing to the want of previous arrangement. Another
observation that has been made to me by several is, that the
leading few did all themselves without endeavouring to get all
classes to take an active part in the matter. The result
of this has been, as T gather from the report that a disaffection
towards several is general amongst the members of the Society.
This, however, I hope and trust, will be healed up before long.
In one of the mectirg of the committee, I spoke rather warmly
and perhaps harshiy about the mismanagement of affairs. On
this account, 2 or 3 mcmbers of the committee have, I suspect,
been so seriously offended that I do not know, if it would not be
for the interest of the Society for me to resign.  But I shall take
no such step without consulting some friends. ULet me drop this
unpleasent affair and proceed on.

We have sccured the use of Sanscrit College Hall for our
monthly meetings, but they have placed no furniture, and lights
at our disposal. We shall therefore have to provide oursrives
with these, We have imposed no compulsory coatribution
of any kind. But a voluntary subscription has been opend to
raise funds. Let us have from you and other Roy Bahadoor
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friends liberal remittances, The Rev. Mr. Norgate has given us
Rs 50 through Krishna Mohun and another European calling
himself a Friend to the Society has sent through me a donation
of Rs. 50. 1 should have told you that Mr. Hare has been made
the Honorary Visitor of our Society. The first meeting took
place last night and on the whole it was a gratifying one. It
was a very dark night, and had been stormy and rainy in the
evening, not withstanding which a 100 young men were
present—and heard with the utmost attention the discourse of
the Rev. Krishna “On the advantages of the study of history.”
Tt was as remarkable for its chaste and elegant language as well
for the varied information with which it was replete. The illus-
trations were apt and striking, and were cheifly drawn from
ancient history.

Iam very busy, otherwisc I intended to send you a long
account of the Culna massacre, The soidisant Protap Chand
has proceeded up to Culna and created some disturbance. The
Magistrate Mr. Ogilby on this applied to government for orders,
and he was instructed to apprehend the Rajah. So, down he
proceeded to Culna at night on the Ist instant with a treasure
escort that he met under the command of Captain Little. On the
morning following, the troops were drawn up in a line on the
bank, and as Protap Chand attempted to get away from his
back in a Pancy the troops fired, and wounded several men,
two of whom have since died. Protap is now in the Hooghly
jail. His followers and friends .amounting to 300 people
including some respectable men are in Burdwan jail. Mr. Shaw,
the attorncy, who accompanied him was also imprisoned, but
he has been released on bail.

There is the greatest sensation created about this affair. The
natives say that at the instigation of Poran Babu backed by
his rupees, the Magistrate attempted to shoot poor Protap
«Chand and thus make an end of his dispute with the reigning
power.

Yours Affectionately

Babu Gobind Chunder Basak Ramrgopal Ghose
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Calcutta, 21st September, 1835
8 My Dear Gobind,

From the tenor of your letter, it appears to me that you lay
too much stress on agitation. Too many cooks will spoil the broth
( wta3 EINTS e w2 ).  If you speak to a great number of
people, you would have too much talk, too much fuss, and too
many proposals, and the result would be “great cry and no wool.

I am happy to find that your contribution to our Society is
coming before long. Huro Chunder Ghosc’s topographical
and statistical account of Bankura was read at the last mecting
by Peary. It contained a great deal of useful information,,
and indeed a- interesting and instructive essay. May we be
favoured with similar productions by all our educated young
men now in the country ? T perfectly agree with you in thinking
that the main spring of all institutions in preservance, a very
small share of which unfortunately falls to my lot.

Rusik is coming to Calcutta. Ramtonoo is gone home,
Taruck, the Principal Editor of Gyananashun has been lucky
enough to get a Deputy Collectorship of Hooghly. T wonder
who will carry on the paper now.

Yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 9th July, 1837
o My Decar Gobind, .

I am glad to hear you arc comc. I shall try to sce you
before long. Will you have to go back to Hooghly before you
are finally settled here. 1 have a great deal to tell you about
the Gyananashun which after this week will go into the hands
of Babu Dukhina.

This being the last time that I shall have to ask you to write
in the Gyananashun, pray send me something gecod. You may
pen a small article giving the particulars of Martins conduct at
Hooghly.

Yours &c.
Ramgopal Ghose
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Calcutta, 12th August, 1838
O My Dear Gobind,

...At the last meeting of our Society one discourse on com-
meroe by Guru Churn Dutt was read. It did not display much
ability, though it certainly was creditable. Our friend Huro,
the Sudder Ameen (who has lately been transferred to
Hooghly ) will favour us with an account of Bankura. Nothing
can be more useful than collection of local information in this
manner,

I am glad at the prospect of having your account of Chitta-
gong at an early date. These kinds of communications will
above all make our society interesting in the cyes of Europeans.

While upon this subject 1 may as well tell you of the plans,
which I have lately been maturing in conjuction with Mr. Adam,
or rather under his direction and advicc. This gentleman, you
are perhaps aware, has gone to America with a view to join his
family at Boston, and then go to England where he will pro-
bably be settled in London in conncction with a press. I had
several interviews with him previous to his dcparture, and his
earnest proposal was that we might set about collecting informa-
tion which should guide the public and public measures. This
can be placed in the mofusil. And our government being so
apathetic here, the best plan would be to transit this information
to Mr. Adam in England, who would bring it prominently for-
ward in the London press, and arouse the attention of the
England public to Indian subjects. When this is once effected,
Mr. Adam seems determined to do all {if we but do our duty and
keep him supplied with the necessary information ) whether by
writing in the papers, or by publishing pamplets,or giving public
discourses. When we bear in mind Mr, Adam’s superior abili-
ties, we can have little doubt about the result. I will mention
a few of the subjects on which it was thought desirable to collect
new or more detailed information. The real state of the Police,
and the means of improving it, the Akbari system—its use and
abuses, the causes of the absence of a spirit of enterprize in Ben-
gal, and the means of reviving them, is population increasing or
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diminishing and what are the causes operating to produce
cither effect 7 Is wealth increasing or decreasing ¢ Are the
comforts of the great body of the people increasing or decreas-
ing and what are the causes ? Isthe morality of the great
body of the people improving or deteriorating in towns and in
the country, amongst the Hindoos and the Mahomedans, and
how far do the policy and msasures of Government and the
character and institutions of thc people contribute to improve-
ment or deterioration ? What arc the real effects of Missionary
labours and in what light are they regarded by the people ? This
will be sufficient to give you an idea of what is meant to be done.
Can the educated natives employ their liesure hours better than
carrying into effect this proposal ? Mr. Adam will not lay the
information before the English public as his own, but he will
distinctly tell how and in what manner it comes to his hand.
Petitions and public mecctings do not produce their desired
effects, only because it is known to be the doings of a few English
agitators, but when they will sce that the natives themselves are
at work, sceking to be relicved from the grievances under which
they labour, depend upon it, the attention of the British public
and consequently of the Parliament will be awakened in such a
manner that the reaction upon the local government will be irre-
sistable. We will then and not till then see active measures of
amelioration put into operation. Need I say to convince you of
the usefulness, nay the necessity of what is proposed to be done
&c. &c.

I think you will be very much disappointed, if you suppose
that more time the leading members of our Society take, the
better will be their productions. They are very idle and apathe-
tic ( myself included ), and I do not know if they will ever mend.
Peary Mitter has been preparing himself, and will perhaps make
his appearence before long. You wish to know if the Szcretary
wrote in the Daily Intelligencer under the signature of a member
of the S. A. G.K. The first letter was mine, and the second I do
not know whose. The Academic is getting on very miserably
and I should not be surprised if in one of these days it be syste-
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matically abolished. What a pity it Is that this old and cheris-
ed institution of our school days should .be thus suffered to
-die through the indifference of the miscalied educated natives.

Well then I will tell you that we formed an Epistolary
Association, i.e., writing letters to each other, and circulating
them among the members. There is no limit to the nature of
our subjects. Several good letters have already appeared, and
the utmost freedom of discussion is allowed upon the merits of
these epistles. May God bless you, my dear friend.

Ever yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 16th December, 1838
o My Dear Gobind,

-+-I have just received a letter from home communicating to
me the news of my wife having safely delivered a male child.
‘When is your good lady going to bless you with a fruit as they

‘say ? Are you getting fat upon Chittagong fowls and turkeys ?...

Yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 14th January, 1839
o My Dear Gobind,

The Epistolary Association mav, I think, be revived, if a few
-of our friends will exert themselves. When I have more liesure
.on hand I shall see what can be done. At present I am very busy,
having just taken up the business of another Liverpool House
that was offered to me. You are right in saying that one of the
pupils of Medical College is destined for Chittagong. I must
have misinformed you. The following 4 students have been
-examined and a very favourable report has been sent by the
-examines to Lord Auckland. -
Raj Kristo Dey, and Nobin Chunder Mitra (both my neigh-
bours whom you may have seen at my house), Dwarakanath
«Gupta, and Uma Churan Sett (pupils of Rusik Kristo Mullick)
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are to bo stationed at the 4 districts viz. Pubnia, Moorshidabad,
Dacoa ssd- Chittdgong. But I am sorry to have a report that
these are not likely to take place as the Governor, Colonel
Morrison is opposed to the interest of the Medical College and'
will thwart this plan if he can... ‘
Execuse me for this short and stupid letter. I am busy and’
not very well either. Be generous to,
Yours ever affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 31st March, 1839
o My Dear Gobind,

The last meeting of the A.A. was hcld yesterday night, and’
we fortunately had a discussion which took place after three
successive meetings having failed. The attendancc was thin,
and the speaking very ordinary. I have little hope of the revival
of the palmy days of this Association.

The first anniversary meeting of the S.A.G.K. was held
this month and the proceedings altogether were satisfactory and
encouraging...

In about two months, another examination of the Medical
College pupils is likely to takc place, when a number of them
will no doubt be declared qualified to practise. Of the 5 young
men who have passed through the pordeal, 2 or 3 are about to go
to the uppper Provinces, where they will await the orders of
the Governor-General.

The private examination of the Hindu College is not yet quite
concluded. This is a great drawback to the progress of this very
interesting instuitution. The day of the public examination will
be one of considerable amusement. In the morning the Town
hall will be thronged by hundreds of young lads with gay dresses,
and the senior classes will be examined on general subjects ; and
in the evening the frontage of the College will exhibit a brilliant
display of fire-works. Here then is to be a new feature in
the Coliege examination, viz., there is to be no recitations of

agting a¢ the former years. .
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I do not krow if I informed youw in my last that I have given
order for building an iron steam-boat. It is now being built at
Kashipore by an experienced Europesn. I expect it will be
completed in 3 or 4 months. I will of course let it, when I do
not want it for my use. After this I may probably some day
take a trip in Chittagong to do myself the pleasure of squeezing
you by the hand...

Yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

o My Dear Gobind,

Here 1 am at a beautiful place on the banks of the River in
the company of sweet Tonoo and “removed from busy life’s
bewildered ways”. Turton, Dr Bromby, and Mr. Smith of the
Sudder Court and othcr bigwigs have occupied this garden
before, and it is well known under the name of the Kamarhatty
Groves. Since the beginning of the last month I have had bad
health, though not actually laid up, and I came down here last
night in the hope of improving my health by a fortnights’ stay,
though I must arrange to attend my office from to-morrow...

Ever yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 24th November, 1839
o My Dear Gobind,

Last night I had the pleasure to receive your few lines of the
11th instant, in which you very justly complain of my prolong-
ed silence. 1 do not know how to excuse myself. [have
certainly been over with business, and have not been very well
either for the last 2 months, having been troubled with that very ’
obstinate disease, the pile. I have also had the misfortune lately
to loose & younger sister of mine. But notwithstanding all these
palliative circumstances I should have found time to reply to
the letters of one whose correspondence and friendship are, I can
sincerely assure you, highly esteemed. But I hope to be more
regular in future and make amends for the past...
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In the last meeting of the S.A.G.K., our friend Peary Chand
Mitter produced the first portion of his History of India. It
was a very admirable paper. It was well written and showed
that he had been at great pains to collect information. 1In the
November meeting, the second portion was read which sustained
the reputation he had already own. He will continue to favour
the Society with a great many more members before his subject
comes to a conclusion. I am sorry to say that the attendance is
not quite so full as it used to bc. 1 am afraid we may have
another instance of the temporary zeal of the so-called educated
natives in the approaching decline of the Society.

All our friends are quite well. Babu Kalachand, Tara Chand,
Peary, Rusik, Madhub Chunder Mullick, his nephew Bhola Nath
have all turned their attention to trading. And I am very happy
to say, some of them have made very fair profits. I am also
thankful to say that my own trading operations with England
have been very successful.  Should I be c¢qually successful for 2
or 3 years more, I will give up the business of my employer and
become an independent merchant—an honourable profession the
prospect of which thrills me with delight.

T have lately received a kind letter from Mr. W, Adam who
is now living at Boston with his family. He sent me a United
States periodical containing a characteristic article from his
pen, defending the character and labours of Rammohon Roy
from the attacks of a missionary traveller Mr Malcom. I hope
to carry a regular correspondence with him.

T should mention to you before I conclude that at a meeting
.of a few so select friends lately held in my house at the request
of Babu Ram Chunder Mitter, and Horo Mohun Chatterjee the
present conductors of the Gyananashun, to take into considera-
tion different points connected with the management of that
paper. 1 was requested to take up the editorial management
of it. T have not yet acceded to the proposal, and I think,
there are weighty reasons for declining it. T have little leisurc
and less ability to conduct it, and the consequence is, T will
feel it to be a great bore. And unless it can be better managed
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than it is at present, it is not worthwhile to take it up. But
after all, should the paper devolve upon my hands, you may
be sure to be constantly bothered by me for contributions. In.
fact it is the hope of being largely supplied with news by you
that sometimes iduces me to change my mind. And lam
quite sure that I have no mofusil correspondent who will more
ably and more cheerfully respond to my call.

Babu Gobind Chunder Basak Ever yours affectionately
Deputy Collector Ramgopal Ghose
Sultanpore, Chittagong. -.

Calcutta, 10th January, 1842
o My Dear Gobind,

...The necessity of establishing a paper T had long been
convinced of, and I have never failed to agitate the subject on
all suitable occasions, and when I heard of the extinction of
the Durpan, 1 have viewed it in the same light as you have
done, and after much discussion, we have now come to a satis-
factory conclusion. On last Tuesday evening the 7th,
Tara Chand, Peary, myself met at Krishna’s and we resolved
upon establishing a monthly magazine in Bengalee and English,
and also the Durpan in case the receipts on account of the latter
will enable us to ¢cmploy a competent person versed in English
and Bengalee to undertake the translations of both the papers.
This important duty no one seems willing to undertake and un-
less we can secure an intelligent young man to devote all his
time which would perhaps cost us Ks 100, we can not venture to
take up two papers. And in my humble opinion they are both,
under present circumstances, equally necessary. The Magazine
is to keep up a spirit of enquiry, amongst the educated natives,
to revive their dying institutions such as the Library, the Society
for A.G.K., to aropse them from their lethargic state, to discuss
such subjects as female education, the remarraige of Hindoo
widows &c. It is in short to be our peculiar organ., The
Durpan on the otherhand is for the native community in general,
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to be easy and simple in its style not to run into any lengethened
-discussion of any subject—to avoid abstract questions, tobe
extremely cautious of awaking the prejudices of the orthodox, to
give items of news likely to be interesting to the native com-
munity, and gradually to extend their information, quietly to
purge them of their prejudices, and open their minds to the
enlightment of knowledge and civilization. It should make
the extinct Durpan its model. The two objects of the two
papers are quite distinct, and though I have very inadequately
expressed myself, you will perceive the difference, and I think
you will concur with me as to the wisdom of the plan I have
proposed. The Magazine is to appear, if possible, on the 1st
proximo. Krishna, Tara Chand and Peary are to be regular
-contributors, They are pledged cach of them to give one article,
each number. Tara Chand will also look over the articles
generally, and I am to be the puppet show of an Editor, and
probably an occasional scribbler. T do not think we could make
a better arrangement. But unimportant as my share is ina
literary point of view, it must occupy a good deal of my time and
attention, and I feel assurcd that unless I am relieved in the
course of 5 or 6 months by Rusik coming here as he has talked
of doing it, I will have to give it up. With this conviction you
will think it strange and perphaps wrong in me to undertake
what I have done. Be assured I have been compelled to do so,
as no one clse would catch the mows, and T have thought it
worth our while to have some discussion or agitation among, our
class, even though it should be for a short period. It will be a
shame indeed to have to give it up after a short carcer, and this

crisis may infuse some decision into Rusik’s mind. Would to
God it may.

For some days past T have been thinking of another public
object. A Town Hall in the native part of the town, where
we might hold our meetings, and placc our libraries, our pictures
and statues. We are yearly growing to be an important class.
‘We shall, we hope, have subjccis peculiarly nalive to discuss

. frequently in public. Such, for instunce, as petitioning govern-
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ment. I have made an estimate, and find the cost to be nearly
20,000. The question is how are we to get up so large an
amount. What do you think of this projeet ?
Yours afiectionately
Ramgopal -Ghose

Calcutta, 26th July, 1843
o My Dear Gobind,

I have been encouraged by our mutual friend Shyama Churn,
to write to you, I know how much I am to blame, and I shrink
from meeting you again on the field of correspondence, but
I am assured of forgiveness, and have therefore determined to
make a new opening with you, without, however, promising to
be a regular customer in the exchange of epistles.

I enclose to you a printed scries of questions by our Society,
to which we shall all expect ample replies from you. The
Society howevcr, is almost dying. Two of the committee men
have seceded, Mr. Remfrey and Mr. Crow ; and there isa
fecling that it will not and can not work—the worst symptom of
a fatal disease in such public institutions.

For the first time I saw Lord Ellenborough the night before
last at Barrackpore when a grand ball and supper was given by
the officers of the station in his honor. Iwas on the whole
isappointed. There is nothing characteristically noble, great or
good in his features. He looks like a chafed lion, hampered
and worn out.

Though more slovently dressed than any gentleman in the
Hall, yet you couid discern in his suits and gestures that, he was
once a voluptuary. There may be intellect and brilliancy about
him, but there is neither dignity nor the impressiveness of high
principles. His speeches were good,—very good as far as flucncy
.and choice of words went, but there was bad taste and worse
principles. There was a degrec of egotism, and inflated vanity
that would not go down with any class except the Army over
which he puts forth his protected wings. Therc was a stir
amongst the company which was not becoming in their
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servant, (7) but worst of all was: the principle he advocated in
these words—“By the sword we have won it (India), and by the
sword we shall keep it”. At the conclusion of every sentence,
there was tremendous cheering, but remember three-fourths of
the company present were military officers...

You might have heard tkat my senior partner goes to
England on the 10th proximo, and I shall then have a good
deal more to do, and the whole responsibility will rest on my
shoulders.

Babu Gobind Chunder Basak, Yours affectionately
Midnapore. Ramgopal Ghose

Calcutta, 20th May, 1844
D My Dedr Gobind,

...I find by the papers just received from England that Mr.
Sullivan had presented an address to the Court of Proprietors
regarding the employment of natives in the Civil administration
of the country. No decision has yet taken place.

Yours affectionately
Ramgopal Ghose’

Calcutta, 22nd Junc, 1844
o My Dcar Gobind,

«..You will be glad to thecr there a subscription on foot
called “The Hare Prize Fund”. The plan is, if we get at least
Rs. 4,000, we invest the amount in Government Security, or
some other nearly as safe investment and more profitable. The
proceeds to be applied as prize for thc best vernacular essays
or works. The subjects to be chosen by a committee, and the
merits of the production to be decided by them, If the amount
does not reach Rs, 4,000, the thing will be droppcd, as any
thing that is not permanent, should not be mixed with the same
of David Hare...Much talk of Ellenborough’s recall.

Yours sincerely, in haste,
Ramgopal Ghose



fagifes A 8t
COPIES FROM HIS DIARY

Calcutta, 28th December, 1839

The ycar is now drawing to a close, and I am purporting to
review thc journal which I have kept during the greater part
of the present ycar. I find that it is pretly regularly kept up
from 1st April, 1839, On the 1st January 1839, the social
mecting of some of my nearest and dcarest friends took place
at my house, and aftcr dinner we got up and made spceches. 1
recollect, Hury, and Ramtonoo Lahiry spoke on the occassion.
This specchifying propensity infected me, and [ knew, one thing
that I urged in my speec™ was the importance of keeping a jour-
nal . I have subsequently been confirmed in this opinion by
observing this system of watching time producing on the charac-
ter of two of England’s best men, 1 allude to William Roscos of
Liverpool, and William Wilb:rforce, the emancipator of West
Indian slaves, whosc lifc is written by their respective sons,
I have lately been reading. May God enable me to profit by the
example of these two illustrious individuals.

January 26th...Rose at half past scven.  Read newspaper,
refusing Sowgad from a Durwan and Jamuder who expected
cmployment.

February 3td...Talked with Mohesh with whom 1 had a
pleasent drive. Grish, Hury, Raj Krishna, Shyam, Ram Tonoo,
Gobind, Doorgadas, Mohesh came. It was a pleasant party
till mid-night. Reud Chatham’s celcbrated speech about the
American war.

April 3rd---T read some ¢ rrespondence between Dr. Robert-
son, Hum: and Gibbon, the illustrious Triumvirate of contem-
porancous historians The former scems to be held in the highest
admiration. 1 fclt strong response to Gibbon’s love of retired
life.

April 27th, 1839...The establishment of a pathsala near the
Hindoo Collcge upon Europcan principles. Mr. Hare shewad
us a plan, and a list of subscription to which 1T had made up

10
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my mind to put down Rs. 50 which Mr. Hare did not seem to
like.

4th June, 1839...Rcad an eloquent, learned and interesting
article from Blackwood’s Magazine. It was the review of Dr.
Arnold’s History of Rome. Some idea might be derived from
the review in qucstion as to the importance of the study of the
History of Rome.

14th June, 1839.. At 5 O’clock came down to the College to
see the foundation stone of the Puthsala laid by David Hare.
one stone was made fast on the ground by masonary in which
a hide hole was bascd. In it a glass bottle, stoppered and sealed,
was deposited containing the newspaper of the day, and, as I was
told, thc modern coins. Above were two copper plates one of
which was inscribed in English and other in Bengalee, giving the
date and particulars of the Pathsala with the namcs of those who
formed the College committce, and it was further added that the
stone was laid by David Hare Esq., an old and respcctable citizen
of the Metropolis, with a few lines of well-deserved eulogium
on this philanthropic individual. After the ceremony of laying
the stone was over, Mr. Harc addressed those who were assemb-
led around him, congratulating the public on the formation of
this useful institution, but he was not audible, his voicc being
choked by the feeling that was uppermost in him.  He was
follow: d by Sir Edward Ryan who explained the object of the
institution, laying great stress on the value of vernacular educa-
tion, and concluding by a tribute of applause to David Hare.
Prasanna Kumar Tagore spoke in Bengalec, and explainning the
object of the Puthsala and dwelling on the public good
which was likely to result from it. Hc spoke gocd Bengalec,
and acquitted himself very creditably, considering he was quite
unprepared for {he task. [ was strongly reminded the whole
of this evening, of Mr Adam’s views of education, and of his
enthusiastic advocacy of the vernacular system. I wish he had
heen here to witness the change is comming round.
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Ranchece—Chota Nagpur
12th February, 1868
My dear Friend,

Your note of the 8th reached me on my arrival here this
morning, and I lose no time in replying to it in the hope that it
may reach in time to make known to your mecting my cstimate
of the late Ramgopal Ghose with whom I was associated for so
many ycars, from my intcrcourse with whom I always derived
pleasurc and advantage, and whose loss [ mourn sincercly as
that of onc of my carliest and most esteenicd native friends. My
acquaintance with him began more than a quarter of a century
ago, [ scarcely could remember how long. On all the great
questions of that time I uscd to consult him freely and  frequent-
ly—and always with benefit. His judgement was sound, his
views were large, and his simpathics were always enlisted in
every matter leading to the advancement of education.

As a speaker and writer he had a singular command of pure
and idiomatic Engiish, and so thoroughly he identified himscelf
with the subject he was discussing or advocating as to render it
difficult to believe that Lnglish thought and expression were
foreign to him, and that he had not been brought up in our
English Household.

When I first thought that education in India had advanced
far enough to nced and warrant the establishment of universitics,
he was onc of the first whom I consultcd and to him, and to
some other honourcd native friends—onc at least of whom is
still alive —I submitted my plan sometime beforc it was seen by
the Council of Education.

When I established the Bethun Society, he was one of those
who met in my house and assistcd me heart and solc in its early
working.In fact I can look back upon to part my carly
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carreer in connection with education which is not associated

with him.
As a citizen his worth and intelligence are as well known to

you as they are to me. As a public man he was upright, disin-
terested and singularly free from prejudices |, in private life he
was charitable, hospitable to fault, and ever-ready to contribute
to any good cffccts whether for the benefit of his own country-
men or of minc.  He was in the highest sense of the word a just
and upright man, and T know a few whose cxample T would
more stiongly recommend for immitation by his younger country-
men in the bright side of his character.

Hc was not without faults—which of us are—but his virtues
so far outwcigh his foibles that T can remember naught but good
of him.

This is but a feeble expression of my estimate of Ramgopal
Ghose, so long Bengal produccs such sons shc need have no
misgivings as to her future place among nations.

Belicve me my dcear friend, ever your most truely.

F. J. Mouat



SPEECHES

A meeting of native gentlemen was held on the 25th November 1844 at the
Hall of the Free Church Institution for the purpose of testfying gratitude to Sir
Henry Hardinge, Governor General of India, relative to the appointment of edu-
cated in pref to uned d natives in Government offices.

Babu Ram G:pal Ghose in moving the first Resrtuticn which ren to the effect,
that in the opinion of that-meeting its most grateful acknowledg ments were due
to Sir Henry Hacdinge for his zealous interest in the cause of native education

said @

Gentlemen,

T um very happy in proposing the first Resolutionjwhich I
am quite surc will meet with the cordial approbation of cvery
one present. I fecl it therefore needless to say much in recomm-
ending it, but I cannot lct this opportunity pass without bearing
my testimony to the claims of the Governor General upon the
gratitudc of the Educated natives. His Resolution of the 10th
October last, relative to the appointment of the Educated’natives
has imparted a valuc to the cause of Education which it long
wanted. However others may have been surprised in sceing so
liberal a Resolutior: on the hitherto neglected subject of Edu-
cation issucd from the fountain-hcad of power in India. 1 was
not in the least surpriscd when [ saw it in the Gazette, [ was
present when the Governor Generai ‘presided at the last distribu
tion of mudals in the Hindu College and heard his specch with
aticntion. Ncver did words nicre fercibly convince me of the
ardent sincerity of the spzaker than did the unaffected but stirr-
ing language of Sir Henry Hardinge on that occasion. 1 was
preparcd thercfore to sce the Governor General act as he has
done. The practical results of this resolution will doubtlcss be
perficted in due course of time, but its moral influcnce must
operate immediately, and I look upon that as of the utmost im-
portance. The simple fact of the Governor Gencral taking the
deep interest he has manifested in the cause of Education is cal-
suiated to render this great cause fashionable, and when a gene-
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ral interest in behalf of Education is excited in the bosoms of
our cnlightend rulers, what moral and intellectual bencfits may
not be expected ! Education is the great and unfailing remedy
for all the evils and disadvantages which the people of this
land suffer.

Political, social and moral degradation is inconsistent with
an cnlightened cducation. Let us therefore hail the man who
secks to promotc so good and great a causc—who, with his
powcr and rank gives it the impress of authority, with our
most gratcful acknowledgnent and cordial good wishes.

II

A large meeting of the Inhabitants of Calcutta assembled at the Town Hall
on the 24th December 1847 to take into consideration the propriety of presenting
an address to the Governor General upon the occasion of his departure from
India, and alao for the purpose of obtaining some personal memorial to comme-
morate his eminent services to the empire.

The address being read, the Reverend K. M. Bunnerjea proposed to add to it
a few more lines distinctly indicative of the gratitude of the native community for
the interest which the Governor General had ever taken in the cause of their
education. The proposed amendment elicited a warm discussion in which Messrs.
Turton, Hume and Colvile on one side and Revd. K. M. Bannerjea and Babu
Ram Gopa! Ghose on the other, took the most prominent part.

Babu Ram Gopal said :

Gentlemen, T regret that there should be a discussion upon
the merits of the address. T for onc think that in an address
from the inhabitants of Calcutta, the want of any prominent
allusion to the conduct of Lord Hardinge as the fricnd of
native Education is an omission which I carnot but rcgret. This
difference of opinion might have been avoided if the heads of
the native community— by far the larger portion of the inhabit-
ants—had been consulted in an address of this description. T am
however willing to admit that thc time has been too limited
for taking the proper steps. If the addition proposed cannot be
appended as it stands—at all events some plan may be adopted
whereby we shall be cnabled tc put matters in their true
light, so that Lord Hardinge may sece that the character he
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maintained as the friend of education endears him in the cyes
of the nation as the best friend of their interests. We all feel
that in extending the blessings of the British Government, the
prosperity and the happiness of the people are greatly enhanced.
It is all very well to say that in the comprehensive word ‘‘peace
making” every thing is included. but is it meant to asscrt that the
great causcs of the advancoment of civilization, the education of
the people, the improvement of roads, and the opening of canals
arc to sink into insignificance 7 Brevity may be the soul of
wit, but you attempt to screw it down in this instance ;—it
will not do. ( Hear, hear. ) Lord Hardinge expressed a glowing
desirc for the advancement of education among the native
population, and the feclings he cxpressed made a deep impre-
ssion upon me. From that moment T have felt a decp-rooted
esteem for the Governor General, and would be very sorry if no
allusion be madc to Lord Hardinge as the friend and patron of
native education,

The proposal was carrried.

Then with regard to the versonal memorial to commwemorate the services of
Lord Hardinge, Sir Thomas Turton propored the Resolution of obtaining a
service of plate for Lord Hardinge himsef and a portrait of him for the Town

Hall.
Babu Ram Gopal rose and said :

Gentlemen, once more I come forward to objcct to the
Resolution proposed. Tt is not for me to say that a better
Governor General than Lord Hardinge never came 1o India,
but upon this we arc all agreed, that he was a good Governor
Gencral, and thercfore we cannot come forward with anything
less than a statue. If therc is anything clse, surcly thc munifi-
cent example of the Bishop of Calcuttas should embolden us to
come forward with a statue. And surely a mere picce of plate
and a picture not enough.

Mr, Turton.—A scrvice of plate.

* Bishop Wilson had subscribed a large sum for the commemoration of the
services of Lord Hardinge.
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R. G. Ghose.—Be it so—a serviec of plate is not sufficient.
Would that I had a purse as long as that of the Raja of
Burdwan, I would certainly not be backward in putting down a
good rourd sum towards the erection of a statue. Gentlemen,
Sir Thomas Turton has alluded to the Sutlej Column, but I
cannot scc that therc is any connection between that and the
memorial under discussion, The Sutlej Column is a tribute of
estcem paid lo the Governor General by his Honourable
Masters, but what has that to do with the aflection, the respect
and the gratitude of the Community— feelings which it would be
paltry to attempt to express by anything lces thun a statue to
the memory of our benefactor.

Colonel Ramsay seconded the motion ond it wus carried.

To this speech is attributed the beautiful Equestrian Statue of Lcrd Hardinge
which geraces the mnidan of Fort Wiliam.

I

A large meeting of the natives of India was held on Friday the 29th day of
July 1853 for the purpose of taking 1nto consideration the propriety of petitioning
Patliament on the subject of Sir Charles Wood's ministerial scheme of 3rd june
1853 for the better Guvernment of India,

Babu Ram Gopal Ghose in seconding the resolution which ran to the effect,—
**That this meeting having deliberately consi‘ered the Ministerial Scheme as
developed in the speech delivered by the Prewdent ¢f the Board of Control in the
House of Commons on rd June last, is of opinion that tire Schemeis not
satisfactory, and will greatly d sappceint the just and reesinable expectations of
the Native Community,”  said $

Gentlemen, T have come preparcd to offer some remarks
upon several poicis in the Ministerial Scheme for the Govern-
ment of Irdia, and on the specch of Sic Charles Wood in
support of it in the Hous: of Commons ; but I fear, denscly
crowdcd as the Hall is, it would be impossibie for me to deal
with the subjcct at that length at which it was my intention to
discuss it. A few of the more salient points, howcver, which
appear to me to disfigure the Ministerial Scheme, it is importaut
1 should not rass unnoticed. We all know that in the Charter
Act passcd by the Parliament twenty years ago, it is expressly
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provided that no native of India, whether Hindu or Maho-
medan, shall, by reason of his creed, color, or birth, be excluded
from appointments in the Covenanted Service. We also know
that this provision has in reality becn made a dead letter, and
that the exclusiveness of the Civil Service has becn preserved
intact. (Hear, hcar.) To arrive at a just knowledge of the
wrongs and wants of India, the House of Commons appointcd a
Committec 1o ecxamine witnesses upon the administration of
the country and the condition of its people. The evidence
so taken must be admittcd to be one-sided ; for of the forty-
four witncsses cxamincd, only two were natives ; and of the
remaining forty-two, nearly all were cither scrvants of the
existing Government, or in some way or other cunnectcd
with it. (Hear, hear.) In dealing with this onc-sided evidence,
the President of the Board of Control was cautious to sclect a
foew morsels which tended to condemn the character of natives,
but studiousiy to keep out of sight the many proofs, contained
in that evidence, of their claim to political advantages trom
which they are now debarred. (Hear, hear) Yt biasced as
this testimony was, and ingwniously construcd as it has been to
the prejudice of the people of this country, I can clearly shew
that privileges to which we have an undcniable right, have been
most obstinately withheld from us,

Gentlemen, the plan proposed by Sir Charles Wood with
reference to appointinents in the Covenanted Civil Service is
this—that, under certain regulations, to be framed by the Board
of Control, subjcct to the approval of Parliament, the admission
to Haileybury shall be thrown open to “unlimited competition”
— that, with regard to the scicntific scction of the Indian Army,
the admission to Addiscombe shall, in like manner be thrown
open to public competition : and that a similar course shall be
pursued as to the appointement of Assistant Surgcons. The
plain meaning of this is, that the institutions of Haileybury and
Addiscombe are to be preserved. To throw them open to
unlimited competition will doubtless be to yicld an important
concession to, and confer a great boon upon the public of
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England ; but so long as they are kept up —so long as they are
maintained as the only mcdia through which candidates can enter
the Covenantcd Service, so long will the whole one hundred and
fifty millions of this country be shut out from the advantages to
which they open the way, (Loud cries of hear, hcar.) True it
may be said that as the compctition is to be “unlimitcd,” the
natives may scnd their children to Engiand to pass through
Huailcybury or Addiscombe to qualify them for one or other of
the branches of the Scrvice, but am 1 to be told that with the
mere chance of obtaining appointments, natives are to send their
children to England without their familics around them, without
their friends to guide them, to be left there in the midst of
strangers ?  (Heur, hear.) Gentlemen, I will not on the present
occusion wait to consider the objection urged by my countrymen
to the crossing of the ocean on the score of caste ; it will be
cnough to say that it is impossible for any native parent or
guardinn, with any natural or kindly feclings of affection, to
trust his child or ward to the care of strangers who cannot
sympathize with his feclings, and in a clime which is not con-
genial to his constitution. But this is not all. A belicf prevails
that cven if the children of natives were sent to England for
cducation, they wouid still be exciuded from the Covenanted
Service : and this beliet scems to me to be confirmed by the
intelligence brought out to TIndia by the Steamer which has
arrived this morning. T kave read it in a ncwspaper-extra only
this moment, and found from it that the competition for ad-
mission into Haileybury and Addiscombe are to be thrown
open only to the “natural born subjects of the Crown.” Now,
T am not a lawyer, and caunnot undertake authoritatively to
definc the meaning of that phrase ; but I fear, it means only
those subjects of the Crown who are born in Great Britain. I
say this undcr correction ; but if that be the meaning of the
cxpression, there is an cnd even of the hope of a single Hiuudu
or Mahomedan family sending their children across the ocean
to compcte for the prizes of the Covenanted Service. (Loud
cries of hear, hear.)
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Another feature in Sir Charles Wood’s scheme calls for
remark. The constitution of the Legislative Council is to be
such that native views, native feclings, and nativc talents, are
not to be represented in it at all. ( Loud cries of hear, hear.)
I do not pretend to say, nor have I ever pretended 1o say, that
the natives should have a preponderance of votes in that
Council. But I contend that no one can sufficiently understand
the customs, sentiments and prcjudices of the natives of this
country without being a native himswif. ( Hear, hear.) To a
foreigner, howcver intelligent and however observant, this
will be the study of a life-time. And yet, the Ministcrial
Scheme provides in effcct that no native of India shall be a
member of the ncw Legislative Council. The grounds and
reasonings upon which this cxclusion is founded, scem to be
various., [ am prepared to cnter into all of them, but the
overwhelming crowd and heat, and the growing darkness will
prevent me. T must call attention, however, 10 one fact. Tt
has becn declarcd by <ome half-a-dozen witnesses before the
Commons’ Committec, that the natives of this country arc not
universally incompetent to held the highest appointments in
India. Sir Erskine Perry, Sir George Clerk, Mr. Malcom
Lewin, were among the number. Not ouly, however, huve
these gentlemen borne their testimony to native talent and
ability, but even Mr. John Clark Marshman—that veritable
“Fricnd of India® (Laughter, and’ hear, hear ;) has said thay, as
far as native talent has been employed in aid of the administra-
tion of thc country, it has worked most beneficially—(Hear,
hcar.) and that he has known of Moonsiifs passing decisions as
good as (nothing can be better 1) those of the Sudder Judges
themselves. (Hcar, hear.) Mr., Halliday, again, who contends
most obstinately against the arpointment of natives to the
Legislative Council, still admits that there are natives as fully
qualified as any Englishman to sit in it. His words are,

“I do know persons [meaning natives] who are quite as fit or nearly so, to sit

in the Legislative Council as any Englishman of my acquaintance.®

After this, Mr. Halliday goes on to say that, with a very
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few exceptions, the cducated natives of this country break down
after a certain agc—that they have the utmost distrust in their
own countrymen—that they have the most implicit confidence
in the incorruptibility, integrity, and competency of the
European Judges ; but that though he himself bears testimony
to the character of native judicial officers, the natives as a body,
do not do so. (Loud cries of “no—no”) How far this is true,
Tlcave it 1o the mecting to judge. Mr. Halliday in illustration of
this statement that the natives have no confidence in their own
countrymen, gives the following cxample :

“I am sorry to say that there is a very strong tendency amongst the natives to
regard with unappeasable Jealousy, amounting to animosity, any member of their
own class raised above the nselves, especially among the natives of Bengal, with
whom I am most familiar. I will give a recent instance of it, which was very well
known in Calcutta at the time I left. Lord Daltousie took what was considered
one of the boldest steps towards the advancement of the natives which had been
taken for many years, viz, the careful selection and appointment of oae of the very
best of them ~a man against whom his fellows could not possibly uttet one word
of accusation or teproach  He was a Hindu of high caste and high family, who
had borne an irreproachable and unteproached name in the public service fcr many
years. This man, Lord Dalhousie. very much to the annoyance of a great
number of English claimants and patticularly to the anncyance of the Eonglish
bar { cries of * *no. no, no,” from some Fnglish gentlemen present | who were
candidates at the same time for the oftice of which I am about to speak,
appointed as stipendiary Magistrate of ( lacutta. He had on that occasion to
sustain, not unly the very loudly expressed anger of the English claimants, but the
still more louddly expressed annoyance of the natives; and the natives exhibited in

© many ways their jealousy and disvsatisfaction with this appointment, arising
stmply sut of th- fact of this «min beg placed over their heads, that he repeatedly
came to me, and to other friends ro complain of the bitterness of his position, and
the pain and misery which had been brought upon him by the constant attacks,
vablic and private, and the annoying pewy Jealousy which he had experienced
from his countrymen in cinsequence of his elevation

Gentlemen, 1 am extremiely sorry to inform the meeting.
that this is entircly incorrect. ( Cheers ) I do not presume to
call motives into question. I wish that others should judge of
me with charity—with libcrality, and I can have no right to
cxpect that they will do so unless T judge of them in the same
spirit. { Loud cries of hear, hear. ) I wish it to be clearly under-
stood that [do not impute any improper motive to Mr.
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Halliday : I believe Mr. Halliday has heard somcthing about
jealousy and that without wishing to misrepresent, he has invol-
untarily worked up this something, from stcp to step to the
statement he has made before thc Committee, which is as
groundless as it is sweeping. When I first saw the statcment in
the Blue Book, I knew, from conversations which T had had with
Mr. Halliday himself, that it was a mistake ; for Mr. Halliday
had told me personally somcthing to this ciict—“Well, our-
friecnd Hurro Chunder scems to be very thin-shinned. lle is
making himself very uncomfortable about some newspaper
paragraphs which he knows well, proceed from a certain quarter
only.” To this, I replicd—*“Oh ! this scusitivencss will soon
wear away : his skin will soon get tougher,” ( Laughter. ) “and
he wiil then begin to laugh at these attacks.” It will be scen from
this that when Mr Halliday spoke to me about these attacks,
he spoke of them, not as coming irom the natives generally, but
“from a certain quarter only.” ( Hcor, hear. ) Still not satisficd
that I might not have misunderstood Mr. Halliday, and not
knowing for certain that Babu Hurro Chunder Ghose might
not have said unknown to me what was imputcd to him, [ thou-
ght it fair, and just, and prudent to call upon the Babu, point
out to him the passage rcferring to him in the Blue Book, and
ask Lim if it was a correct representation of what T had stated.
Babu Hurroc Cnunder Ghose’s reply was that he very much re-
gretied to say it was not— Loud cries of hcar, hear ) and that
Mr. Hailiday, when he made it, must have been labouring urder
a mistake. T give importance to this passage in Mr. Halliday’s
testimony, because Sir Charles Wood has quotcd ity or rather
garbled it, in his speech ; for it the rcport in the Times is an
accurate one, Sir Charles’ is a garblcd quotation, as it differs
from Mr. Halliday’s words in the Blue Book ; ( Hear, hear, )—
and I am the more anxious to give this open contradiction to
the misstatement Icst ( should I or Babu Hurro Chunder Ghose
happen to dic without noticing it ) the stigma which it conveys
will adhere to the whole nation. ( Hear, hear. )

Now, let the mceting mark and wonder at the inference



94 TIATAISATE (L ¢ &I 8 YA

which is drawn from Mr. Halliday’s statement by the high
statesman who is to rulc over the destinies of India :

“That is the very reason for not appuinting a native to the office. I am anxious
that natives should be employed as extensively as possible in situations for which
they are fitted ; but it cannot be agreeable to a native to be placed in an employ-
ment in which he becomes an object, not of envy but jealousy, to those arcund
him, who, had they our feelings under such circumstances, would be proud of
their countryman’s elevation.,”

The insinuation here is broad that the natives in India will
not be proud of the clevation of there countrymen. This is
not the fact; for, to speak of the particular case in question, I
have hcard from the lips of scveral of the unsuccessful native
applicants, with whom I am acquainted, expressions of the high-
est satisfaction at the appointment of the successful candidate—
their feeling in the case was that of the Spartan—they rcjoiced to
sec one of their countrymen found worthicr than they were.
( Loud crisc of hear, hear. ) T state this at the present mecting
in order that the actual truth may not rest with me and Babu
Hurro Chunder Ghosc alone ; and for this purpose, to strength-
en the contradiction, T wrote to Babu Hurro Chunder Ghose a
letter on the subject, and have received his reply, which, if the
meeting desires it, I will not object to produce. ( loud and repea-
ted cries of “produce them—produce them.” )

Herc then is the Ictter which I addressed to Babu Hurro
Chunder Ghose

My Dear lHurrochunder,—I have read with very great pan the evidence given
by Mr. Halliday before the Commuttee of the House of Commons on the 18th
March last. You will see from his answer to question No. 2019, that in his
opinion, the nauves of Bengal regard the elevation to official position of any
member of their own class with unappeasable jealousy amcunting to animosity.
And in proof of this statement Mr, Halliday avers that in consequence of ycur
being appoiuted a stipendiary Magistrate of the Calcutta Police, you had to
sustain the loudly expressed annoyance ot the natices, and that theit jealousy and
disappointment with your appointment were exhibited in so many ways that you
went to him repeatedly and to other friends, to complain of the bitterness of your
position and the pain and misery which had been brought upon you by the
constaot attacks, public and private, and the annoying perty jealousy which you
had experienced from your countrymen in conseq of your elevation,

As I have never heard from you or from any of your friends, whether native
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or Buropean, that you ever made such a complaint, or that vou had any cause to
make it, I would beg you to reply to me in writing whether the statement made
by Mr Halliday is cotrect or otherwise.

Yours &c.

(Sd) Ramgopal Ghose,
Calcutta, 22nd July, 1852.

And now I wil] submit the reply of the stipendiary Magistra-
te, the envied man, poor fellow ! ( Much laughter. )

“My Dear Ramgnpal,—1I am very sorry to nouce Mr Halliday's statement,
and I regret to say that he must have evidently misunderstood me. I never
<omplained of my countrymen generally ; for Ireally bad no cause whatever
for doing so When 1 did speak to lim, to you and my other friends of
annovance, I alluded, not t> my countrymen gencrally or as a body, butto a
certain quarter whence 1 believed for socal reasons ail those annoyances,
proceeded

1 remain, yours, &e.
(Sd ) Hurrochunder Ghose

July 23, 1852,

It is not necessary for me to say on this point, more than
this—that, not only is Mr. Halliday’s statement as must now be
seen, cntirely unfounded, but that the annoyances to which Babu
Hurro Chunder Ghose was subjected, originated in a certain co-
ntemptible quartcer. ( Hear, hear. ) Ninety-nine out of a hundred
among those who arc near me are aware of this fact. It is not
right and proper that, in this place, I should enter into particu-
lars concerning the miserable clique from which the attacks
really emanated ; but since from tho:e attacks has originated—
however unreasonubly—an unjust imputation on the national
character—and since Sir Charles Wood has made use of that
imputation as a peg upon which to hang a rope for the necks of
the children of India, I cannot forbear alluding to them in so
pointed a manner. ( renewed cheering. )

If I go on speaking trom this time until day-dawn, I shall
not even then be able to exhaust all that may be said in con-
demnation of the Ministerial Scheme. But the evening is adva-
ncing, and other speakers are to follow, I must, therefore, be
brief.

I beg to refer to the important subject of education.
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The Earl of Albemarle, Lord Monteagle, and other peers
in the Upper House, have expressed the noblest sentiments upon
the question. They have contended that, without any reference
to ulterior effects—without any reference as to whether improv-
ed education would so qualify and strengthen the natives, as ulti-
matcly to supersede the necessity of British rule and British
supremacy in the East—the Government of the country were
bound to impart to the natives highost order of education in
their power. ( Loud ciies of hear, hear. ) After the rcmarks,
I have madc about Mr. Halliday, it gives peculiar pleasure to
add that that gentleman fully sharcs in these dignified and noble
sentiments. He has boldly declared “I go the full length of
saying that I believe our mission in India is to quahty them ( the
natives ) for governing themsclves.”

Now I arguc—whcther reasonably or not, let the public of
India and of England judge—that the system which proposes to
educate the inhabitants of this country in as high a degree as
they can be educated, and at the same time to slap the door of
exclusion in their faces from the higher prizes of the public
service, is an anomaly in itself, and a cruclty to them. (Hcar,
hecar.) It is to impart a propelling impetus to the mind of a
nation, and then raisc an adamantine wall to stay its progress—-
it is to communicatc an upward spring to the cnergics of a
people and then hold over them a ponderous weight—a
mountain of lcad to crush tham down. (Cheers)) Such a <ystem
is absurd and inconsistent in the extreme. It will be tantalizing
the cducated youths of this country-—it will be trifling with the
hopes and aspirations of a nation. Better far to declare .openly
that India shall be governed, not for the benefit of the
governed, but for the sole advantage of the governors. Better
to do away ai once with the freedom of the press and at one
fell, swoop abolish all wvestiges of any political rights and
privileges—prohibit all public mectings, and proclaim through
the length and breadth of the land, that the hand that writes a
petition be lopped off on the block | But God be thauked, that
such a course of conduct is utterly impossible in the present day,
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and under the Government under which the natives have the
good fortune to live. Even if educational institutions be not
extended and improved, the progress of knowledge must now be
irrcpressible. With a free press around them, and the growing
intcrcourse of natives with Europeans, it is impossiblc to stay
the rolling tide of improvement, What then is the obvious
policy which Great Britain should adopt towards this empire
Certainly, to give to the natives an cnlightened English cduca-
tion. When so educated, let them be tried here by the same
test as is proposed to be applied to English candidates in
England. And, if any one of the native candidates be found
successful, let him no longer be thrust aside from entering the
pale of the privileged service. [ feel assured, that this simple
act of justice will entitle Great Britain to the lasting gratitude
of a nation, and she will build her supremacy upon a rock
guarded by the bulwark of millions of faithful hcarts. (Loud
and repeated cheers.)

v
A public meeting convened by the Sheriff of Calcutta for the purpose of
considering the propriety of p ing an add to Her Majesty the Queen on
her assuming the Government of British India, expressive of their dovoted loyalty,
took place on the 3rd of November 1858.
Babu Ram Goral Ghose spoke on the occasion to the following effect :

B

G- ntlemen,

Since T came into the room, I have been requested to second
the Resolution which you have just heard read. I considcr ita
privilege and an honour to have been requested to do so. T feel
that I am somewhat in a false position, inasmuch as I see
around me many of higher rank and of greater influence among
my countrymen who would have more worthily and ably repre-
sented the native community on this important occasion that [
can pretend to do. But, at the same time, my intercourse in life
has been so much with Englishmen and I know so much of the
vast resources, the great power and the great goodness of the

English people, that I do not feel myself altogether incompetent
it
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to offer an opinion on these points. If I had power and influence,’
I could proclaim throughout the length and breadth of this lard,
from the Himalayah to Cape Comorin, from the Bermhaputra
to the Bay of Cambay, that never were the natives more grievo-

usly mistaken than they have been, in adopting the notion thrust

upon them by designing and ambitious men, that their religion

was at stake ; for that notion I believe to be at the root of the

rebellion. (Cheers.) They do not understand the English charac-

ter—they do not understand the generosity and benevolence of
the Governing Power, the even-handed Justice with which that

Power is willing and anxious always to do that which is right

between man and man without any reference to the fact whether

the man belong to the governing or the governed class. ( Hear,

hear. ) IF all this were known, where could be rebellion in this

land ? Certainly, there would have been no such outbreak as

that which recently shook the foundation of the Empirc. The

only remedy is education. Nothing has distressed me more among

the late acts of the Government than the positive prohibition of
incurring expense on the score of education. (Hear, hear.) Lord

William Bentinck, a name which must ever be remembered with

reverence, in reply to the address which was presented to him

on the occasion of his departure from India, said, after enumera-
ting all the cvils, all the oppressions, all the grievances under

which India labours, that the first remedy was—Education, that

the sccond remedy was—cducation, and that the third remedy

was—Education. (Cheers.)

But to comc round to the point—]1 have read the procla-
mation of Her Majesty with great pleasure, with awakened
feeling—with tears when I come to the last paragraph. (Cheers.)
A nobler production it has not been my lot ever to have,met with
in my life. The justcst, the broadest principles are enumerated
therein. Humanity—Mercy—Justice breathe through every
line, and we ought all to welcome it with the highest hope and
the liveliest gratitude. Depend upon it when our Sovereign Queen
tells us—*In your prosperity is our strength, in your content-
ment our security, and in your gratitude our best reward”—the
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future of India is full of encouragement and hope to her child-
ren. What could have been nobler or more besutiful—what
could more have dignificd even the tongue of a Queen than
language such as that! Let us kneel down before her with
every feeling of loyalty. Let us welcome the new reign with the
warmest sentiments of gratitude—the deepest feeling of devotion.
( Cheers. ) Gentlemen—TI came perfectly unpreparcd to address
you, and will detain you no longer, but conclude by saying
that I fecl no small pleasure in having had the opportunity
of scconding thc Resolution.

V.

At a public meeting held at the Hall of the British Indian Association on the
12th July 1860, to commemorate the memoty of the late Babu Hurtish Chunder
Mookerjea, the first Resolution was moved by Babu Ram Gopal Ghose,

He said, unfortunately, owing to the absence of Rajah
Protap Chunder Sing, who was to have moved the first Reso-
lution, the duty had devolved on him. He had accepted the
duty with some hesitation as hc felt that there werc others who
could have done better justice than he could, to the memory of
their late lamented friend. He felt a kind of melancholy
pleasure in addressing the meeting, but however sad and
sorrowful the occasion might be, therc was some pleasurcable
sensation which arose in his mind to do honour to him to whom
honour was due. [t had been a custom fron time immecmorial
in this country that the memory of the dead should be remcem-
bered and respccted. Whatever might be the failings of the
character of our countrymen, they had never becn open to the
charge that they were wanting in that duty. He had the honour
of the acquaintance of Hurrish Chunder Mookerjea for the last
ten years. The first time he met him it struck him that he was
a man of latent genius which was just developing itself. And
his genius did develope itself most remarkably. His connection
with the British Indian Association did it an immense deal
of good. The resignation of Babu Prosonno Coomar Tagore
left a gap which was ably filled by Hurrish Chunder. He
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(the speaker) had been a good deal accustomed to commiitee
work, and had noticed that members of a committec were usually
divided into two sections, one of which did the work and
the other merely concurred, and Hurrish belonged to the
former. He never complained of work, candle light, or no
candle light. Even after office hours, he laboured arduously
and became a great prop of the British Indian Association, the
only native political body on this sidec of India. Thus he
bccame entitled to the gratitude of his fellow-countrymen, but
it was not only in that capacity : in many others he was so
cntitled. As the cditor of the Hindoo Patriot he rendered in-
valuable scrvices to the causc of native amelioration and native
advancement. When that paper was first started, a great
question came under discussion, namcly, the Charter Act. In
the elucidation of that measure he took an active and prominent
part. Subsequently when the Mutiny broke out, the Patriot
proved at once a source of strength both to the country and to
the State. They were all aware, and they could not shut their
eyes to the fact, that that enormous evil had created a great
antagonistic fecling between the two nations. He would say as
little as possiole on tlat irritating subject, but he could not help
saying, that herc their friend stemmcd the tide with a bold front,
and at the same time endeavoured in every possibie way to
promote allegiance to the Crown tlnoughoui the land.  Those
services should not be forgotten, und when alluding to him, he
ought to remark, that he was not defending all the views taken
by Hurrish Chunder or that he coincided in all the opinions
expresscd by him, Tn certain points he cntirely differed from
him, bit what he admircd in ihc man was the singleness of the
purpose to which he was devoted-—a singleniess which he believed
was deepseated and unwavering. It was not only on these
grounds that he urged them to pay & tribute to his memory, but
he would put it on still higber grounds. Hurrish was not simply
a minute writer or a committce man or a public writer. He
gave the entire energy, the little time he could spare, not only"
in writing for his own paper but in assisting others. Whenever:
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a man was in distress and wanted help, he had only to go to
Bhowanipore ; there Hurrish was ready to assist him, no matter
how humble an individual he was. T1f he could but impress
Hurrish with the idea that his cause was a just one, he was sure
to receive support. All his time was taken up in writing peti-
tions and calling upon his wealthy friends to advocate the causc
of the poor. That was a bright trait in his character. Now that
he was gone, it behoved them to do something to perpctuate
his memory. In a country like this, and under a Government
such as they had, it was impossible to expeet native talent and
native genius to be appreciated and promoted. They werec not
fiving in a free country ; or under a representative government.
He did not find fault with the existing rule ; perhaps it was
the best they could have under present circumstances ; but with
an exclusive Civil Service and no outlet for carcer there was no
stimulus to cxertion. It was thercfore extraordinary, that a man
of Huarrish Chunder’s circumstances, could have done so much
as he did. On one occasion it was proposed that they should
depute a special native agent to England. Hurrish was consulted,
and they all thought he was the best person whom they could
depute. He did make up his mind and he would have gone, had
not, as they were all aware, social ties and social customs pre-
vented his doing so. That ponderous machincry—caste—has un-
fortunately been a bar to their improvement and advanccment,
and owing to that mischievous clcg he was obliged to forego a
career which would have led him on to fame and fortune. The
good government of his country was always uppermost in his
thoughts, and he made the promotion of it his life-work. Hc
could not find words to describe how thoroughly devoted was
Hurrish to make himself useful to his country. His pecuniary
circumstances were not of a very cheering character. Though an
unprofessional man and not a Regulation lawyer, his intelli-
gence and his remarkable penetration would have made him a
first rate pleader in the Sudder Court. He (the speaker) had
once urged him to become one, and he had also urged him to
follow the line of business, he himself had been engaged in for
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the last thirty years. In réply Hurrish had said that his master
(he did not know the name of the gentleman) had been kind to
him, (the speaker was informed that it was Major Champneys)
and that if he were to follow thc business of a lawyer or
merchant, he would have to devote all his time to his desk. “I
have,” added he, “no money to give ; only my time and my
labour.” The reply was characteristic ; it at once spoke the
man. As thcre were. other speakers to follow he wold not
detain the meeting any longer, but would move the Resolution,
which was as follows :

““That this meeting desires to record its deep sense of the grievous loss which
the native community has suffered by the untimely and lamented death of the late
Babu Hurrish Chunder Mooketjea, who devoted, with untiring enecgy, his rare
abilities in promoting the best interests of his countrymen.”

VL

A public meeting of the native inhabitants of Calcutta to take into considera-
tion the official conduct of Sir Mordaunt Wells, a puisne judge of Her Majesty's
Supreme Court in Bengal, who from the bench called the natives a nation of
petjurers and forgerers was held at the mansion of Sir Raja Radhakant Deb
Bahadur, K. C. S. I. on the 26th August 1861.

Babu Ram Gopal Ghose in seconding the thitd Resolution, which ran to the
effect : That the managing committee of the British Indian Association be
requested to carry out the Resolution of adopting the memorial (which was read
out in the meeting) for transmission to the Secretaty of State with a view to
represent to Her Mojesty’s Government the following circumstance, viz., that this
meeting desires to record, not without feeling of regret, that its confidencein
Justice Wells has been impaired in conseguence of his frequent and indiscriminate
attacks on the character of the natives of this country, with an intemperance
inconsistent with the calm dignity of the bench as well as his repeated and indis-
creet exhibition of strong political bias and race prejudices which are not com-
patible with the impartia! administration of justice, said ¢

Gentlemen, being requested to move the third Resolution
I have the honour to submit it for your approval. On this occa-
sion I appcar before you with no small degree of reluctance,
not becausc [ disapprove the step you have taken—not in the
Icast—1 go the whole length with the requisitionists in the
important object for which they have assembled—but hccause
it is a painful task to condemn a man’s acts. You have met to
condemn and not to do honour.
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Gentlemen, you have often met in crowded assemblies—but
the object was a far different one from the present,—it was to do
honour to a man for his great public acts. Certainly 1 do not
think that within the last quarter of a century you cver met to
find fault with the official conduct of one holding the high and
eminent position of a judge of Her Majesty’s Supreme Court.
It is impossible to say you have not reasonable grounds for the
step you have taken. You have felt it a duty you owe to your-
selves to represent to higher authority the conduct of a man who
has stigmatized you as perjurers and forgerers, and you have
taken such a step reluctantly and sorrowfully. It may be said,
and in fact I have heard it said that you sympathize with crime
and criminals and that you wish to oppose those whose duty it
s to repress crime. T can lay my right hand upon my brcast,
and I have no doub’t the whole mccting can do the same and
declare that I have no sympathy with perjures or forgerers, and
T would go along with any man to suppress such crimes. No
one can deny that such crintes do exist in India or in Bengal, -
do they not exist in greater or less degree in every part of the
world ? But surely because one or two cases have been found,
it is not to be tolerated that a whole people should be condem-
ned and charged with being perjurers and forgercrs—nor is to
be said, that it is a trait in the native character to commit either
perjury or forgery. It is high time that you should meet, and
in a respectful manner represent 1o Her Majesty’s Government
the insult that has been offered you, and you ought by constitu-
tional means to suppress those attacks by appealing to the
highest authority in the land. I am glad to see the meeting s
well attended. In fact T have never seen so crowded a mecting
—and am I to be told that hundreds and thousands of natives
have rushed into this magnificent Hall of the leader of their
society for the purpose of showing their vindictive feelings ? If
their feelings had not been roused by the conduct of the learned
judge why should they be here? Those feelings however are
not vindictive but the most honourable, for they arc actuated by
them to defend their own national character by the most cons-
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titutional means. 1 will not detain the meeting longer, but
move the Resolution.

VII

A public meeting of the inhabitants of Calcutta was held at the Town Hall,
on Tuesday, the 26th February 1862, for the purpose of testifying public respect
and gratitude to Lord Canning on the occasion of his departure from India.

Babu Ram Gopal Ghose in seconding the Resolution which ran to the
effect : That the meeting desires to record its high sense of the eminent public
services of the Right Honourable Ea.l Canning during his ad ministration of British
India, marked as his career has been by consummate ability and rare judgment, by
unswerving rectitude of putpose and by a large, liberal and enlightened spirit of
justice and mercy which have secured for him the gratitude of the teeming
millions of this country, said ¢

Mr. Sheriff,

I have been asked to sccond the resolution which has just
been proposed. I rise to do so reluctantly, not because [ do
not fcel a warm intcrest in the cause that has brought us
together to-day, but because I feel I shall be unable to do just-
ice to the subject of the Resolution, in consequence of having
been suffering from an ailment for some days past. I am how-
ever persuaded that to such an audicnce as T see before me, little
need be said to commend the Resolution for their adoption, as [
know the feeling is universal among native gentleman of all
classes, that our most cordial acknowledgments are pre cminent-
ly duc to the departing Governor General. Sir, T cannot pre-
tend to pass in review all that has transpired during the six
eventful years of Lord Canning’s administration. [ will however
bricfly allude to the leading fcatures of the policy, which has
guidcd him in the government of these vast territories.  You will
rcmember, gentlemen, that a little more than twelve months
after he landed in India, the mutiny of the native army broke
out, and the terrible misdeeds und horrors to which it led, shook
the Empire to its very base. In those perilous and momentous
times, the Head of the Government had a most onerous duty to
perform. In the midst of those dangers and difficulties, it was
impossible to have re-established pezce, good order and pros per-
ity, without being guided by consummate wisdom ang, (ore-
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thought, without a courage truly heroic, without an adamantine
firmness of purpose to deal out even-handed justice—retributive
justice where retribution was called for, justice tempered with
mercy, where considerations of a contrary nature evoked into
exercise that divine attribute of the human heart. Lord Canning
has lived to witness the complete success of his policy.
‘Where confusion reigned, order has been established. Where
rebcllion reared its gory head, contentment has becn restored.
Peace and plenty now shine forth where bloodshed and disorder
were rampant. Lord Canning’s policy was to punish the wicked,
to cncourage the faithful, and to win over by conciliation the
wavering subjects of the British Crown. ‘True it is, that Lord
‘Canning has past through the greatest crisis in the history of
British India, and “Time the corrector where our judgments err”
has now proved the exccllence of the policy. Following upon
the Mutiny, came the embarrassing financial difficultics of the
country, very much aggravated as they were by the Mutiny
itself. The various measurcs taken to overcome them were
subjects of thc most anxious attention to the Governor General.
The success which has attended them prove how well they were
generally adapted to the end in view. True, he had been ably
aidcd in these measures by his talented colleagucs, but as every
act iequired his imprimatur, we may not unfairly identify them
with the Viceregal policy. The measures adopted were on the
one hand that of retrenchment, and on the other of new taxation.
Nonc will quarrel with the former, but there will always be
a difference of opinion as regards the latter. T however for one
have always considercd the Income tax a just one in principle.
Tt has doubtless been felt by many a personal hardship, but
it cannot be denied that if we wish to enjoy the blessings of
peace, it is our duty to contribute our quota towards the
expenses of maintaining it. I believe, Sir, the Government
sincerely desires to make the burden as light as possible, as
has just been proved by the crowning act of Lord Canning’s
administration. Need I say I allude to the abolition of the
License tax, which is an earnest that whenever taxation can be
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safely dispensed with, the government will not be backward in:
relieving us. Depend upon it that if the present flourishing state-
of the finances goes on prospering, the time is not distant when-
the Income tax as well will be repealed.

Hitherto whether intentionally or otherwise, we have szen
each successive Governor General bent upon an aggressive
and agrandizing policy ; that of Lord Canning has been one of
consolidation, placing the affairs of the Empire on a sound and’
broad basis so as to bring forth the fruits of peace and content-
ment. In confirmation of whatI say I necd only allude to
the scttlement of Oude and of the Punjab, to the consolidation
of the Nagpore Provinces and, last not least, to the amal-
gamalion of British Burmah. All these are proofs of Lord
Canning’s anxiety to place the affairs of the State on that
consolidated basis, upon which depends the safety of the
Empire.

During Lord Canning’s administration great advances have
been made in the material improvement of the country. The
progress of railways has been latterly satisfactory—great
improvements are taking place in stcam communication betwecn
the different portions of this vast Empire. Great efforts are
making for encouraging the growth and export of cotton from
India. Considerable expenses have been sanctioned for the
construction of what may be called cotton roads. The redem-
ption of Land tax and the salc of Wastc lands in fee-simple are
two large measures of the greatest importance which have lately
been passed. They arc fraught with future benefit which will
prove alike advantageous to the people and the State. The unres-
irictcd right of adoption which has been conceded to the Chiefs
and Princes cannot fail to be grateful to them. It has indeed’
been already hailed with the warmest feelings of grateful admi-
ration. Such are some of the bencfits which the departing
Governor General has conferred upon the country. Can we then
remain silent on the occasion of his departure ?

There is one point and I believe one point only in Lord
Canning’s policy on which I have heard a difference of opinion.
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It has been said that at the time of the Mutiny, he leand too
much towards clemency and conciliation. I do not desire to
reopen this sore subject, but this much I might safely say, that,
speaking from a native point of view, the more I think of his
Lordship’s conduct during that dangerous period, the stronger
is my sense of gratefulness. When the cry was vengeance,
ruthless vengeance, who stepped in between the hangman and
his victim ? Who saved the innocent from being embroiled with
the wicked ? Who infused into the heart of the avenger a sense
of justice ? In the midst of sccnes of devastaion and massacre,
Lord Canning appeared indced as if he were the protecting Angel
from Heaven. It would thercfore ill become the native commu-
nity if they did not cheerfully tender to him their most grateful
acknowledgments for the good that he has done to them. Thanks
to that education, which has been so rapidly extending under
the fostering care of Lord Canning, there are now thousands,
ayc, tens of thousands throughout thc length and breadth of
thesc vast territorics who do understand, nnd, understanding,
appreciate the policy of Government. And amongst these thous
ands, Sir, [ am certain there is not a pulse that will not throb
the quicker as they pronounce a benediction upon the departing
Governor General, there is not a tongue that will not ' raise its
voice of commendation, there is not a heart that will not glow
the warmer, and glowing, bless him who has showered so many
blessings upon them !

YIII

At an ordinary meeting of the Calcutta Justices of the Peace, held on Monday,
the 7th March 1864, Mr. V. H. Schalch, Chairman of the Corporation laid the
following letter on the table:

From F. R. Cockerell, Esq.,
Offg. Becretary to the Government of Bengal.

To the chairman of the Justices of the peace, Calcutta.
Fort William, the 26th Fedruary, 1864,
Judicial.
Sir, I am directed to forward a copy of s letter addressed this day to the
Commissioner of Police, and to request that the Justices will give their immediate
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attention to the absolute necessity of putting an entire stop to the practice of
butning dead bodies within the limits of the Town, ot on the banks of the river,
and of skinning animals at the Nimtollah ghat, or elsewhere, where the practice
is a nuisance to a populous neighbourhood.

2. The practice of burning the dead and skinning animals at the Nimtollah
and the adjoining burning ghat, besides being a disgusting nuisance in itself, leads
directly to the still more disgusting practice of throwing the bodies of men and
animals into the river, and cannot be permitted to continue any longer. Itis
a reproach to a civilized Government that, in 4 dity like Calcutta, the practice of
butning the dead ata public ghat, though sanctioned by long custom and
possibly by religious scntiment, should have been allowed to prevail so long, to
the detriment of the general health of the community and of public decency.

3. The Commissioner of the Nuddea Division will be directed to give
petsonally, and through the Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, every assistance to
the Justices in obtaining and setting apart some suitable place outside the Town
and the suburbs, for the cremation of the dead ; and the Justices are requested 10
make early arrangements for providing such a place (or more than one if necessary),
and for enabling the public to make use of it, so that all burning grounds within
the Town may be closed as soon as possible.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
F R. Cockerell,
Offg. Secretary to the Govermment of Bengal.

The Chairman also submilted with a few introductory
remarks the Report of the Conservancy Committee on the
subject. The following paragraph gives the Committee’s opinion
‘on the point at issue.

After some discussion the members of the committee were of opinion that the
burning ground should remain where itis. It creates, they state, no nuisance
either to the European or native inhabitants of the Town : the immediate
neighbours do not complzin ; and its removal to Cassy Mitter's ghat would cause
great inconvenience, it being the practice among Hindus, that deceased petsons
should be carried to the burning ground by their nearest relatives, who have to
walk barefooted ro the place of cremation. The Committee, at the same time,
are of opinion, that, but for the grounds stated, the removal of the burning ghat
to Cassy Mitter’s ghat would br an improvement on the existing plan; but as
this is a subject of very great importance to the native community, they would
recommend that it receive the fullest consideration of the Justices at their next
ordinary meeting.

.Babu Ram Gopal Ghose rose and said :
Mr. Chairman, T rise to support the Report of the



faifos statgs 109

Conservancy Cominittee and to propose that it be adopted by
this meeting.

The Government has desired three things to be done. First,
that the skinning of animals should be discontinued at the
Nimtollah ghat, which should be done at some other locality
where there is no populous neighbourhood. The natives are
not only willing that this should be dome, but they would
esteem it as a boon. Steps should be taken at once 10 effect
this most desirble change. The next subject is the practice of
throwing dead bodics both of men and animals into the river. |
admit at once that the practice is most objcctionable, and I
quite concur with the Government that means should be imme-
diately adopted to discontinue it. To suffer it 10 rcmain would
really be contrary to the laws of decency and of hygiene. I do
not therefore in the least object to stringent measures being
taken to stop this pernicious practice. Punish it as severely as
you Jike. The Lieutenant Governor has already pointed out to
the Commissioner of Police how it is punishable under a certain
Scction of the Penal Code. Thus far, Sir, I checrfully go with
the Government, but no further. f stop here ; for I am firmly
opposed to any interference on the part of the executive
Government in regard to thc removal of the burning ghats.
We have been created by legislative enactment a body corporate
for the purpose of managing the municipal affairs of the town,
and the management of the burning ghats is a part of our duty.
I deny that the nccessity has arisen for removing them, but
should such necessity ecver amrse Section CCX defines what
ought to be done. It runs thus ;

If, upon the evidence of competent persons, the Justices with the sanction of
the Government of Bengal, shall certify, in manner herein-after provided, that
any burisl gtound or place of burial or any places used for the burning of corpaes,
isin such a state as to be dangerous tothe health of persons living in the
aeighbouthood thereof, or that any church or other place of public worship is
dangerous to the hsalth of persons frequenting the same, by reason of the state
of the vaults or graves within the walls of, or underneath, the same, orin any
churchyird of burial ground adjacent thereto, and shall also certify that a fitting
place fot intesment or burning (as the case may be) exists within a conventent
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distance and is available, it shall not be lawful, after & time not less thaa two
months, to be named in such certificate to bury or burn or permit oc suffer
to be buried and burned, any corpses, in, upon, within, or under the ground
church or place of worship to which the certificate relates, except in so far
asmay be allowed by such certificate ; and whoever, after due application of
such certificate as hereinafter provided, buries or butns or causes, permits or
suffers to be buried or burned, any corpse contrary to this enactment, shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding two hundred rupees. Provided always that
every such certificate shall be published in the Government Gazette and
that a translation thereof in Bengallee shall in case of a burning ground be affixed
conspicuously on some part of the said ground.

Knowing that such were the provisions of the Act, I
dismisscd anxious enquirers with the assurance that the report
they had heard of the Government having ordered the removal
of the ghats must be untruc, adding that I felt quite sure the
Government would not pass so extraordinary an order
without at any rate due investigation and deliberation. Conceive
then my surprise, when a few days ago the letter addressed by
Government to our worthy Chairman was placed in my hands.
I could not at first believe my eyes, so arbitrary appeared to me
the proceeding of Government in ordcring the closing of the
ghats. ¥ ask, Sir, who are the competent persons whose evidence
has been taken ? The people of the ncighbourhood have not
complained ; who then have proved that these ghats are
dangerous to their health ?—but above all, what I desire to
know is where is the available place within a convenient
distance 7 The Government letter not only does not throw any
light on these essential points, as required by law, but it does
not even allude to them—indeed it ignores them altogether and
orders pecremptorily that no corpse shall be burnt within the
town or even in the suburbs. I must say, Sir, that this
procceding is irregular, if not illegal.

Personally 1 have the highest respect for the present
Licutenant Governor, and I believe if he were aware how very
objectionable is the proposed order in a Hindu point of view,
how wounding and exasperating it must be to all who belisve in
the sanctity of the holy river, he would be far from wishing to
enforce that order. As for myself, Sir, I carc not where my
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body may be burned after death, but I consider it my duty to
‘stand up here on behalf of the vast majority of my countrymen
who would feelitto be a dire calamity, if the prospect, so
reverentially contemplated, of their bodies being dispnsed of on
the banks of the Hoogly were lost to them.

It was only this morning, Sir, that two aged Brahmins came
to me and asked me if it were really true that Government were
about to prohibit the burning of the dead on the banks of the

‘Gunga. 1told them in reply that the Government had passcd
such an order, and you English gentlemen, can searccly realize
the effect which this, to them astounding announcement,
produced. One of them shook from head to foot, breathing
heavily ; the other fell tottering on a chair, and his eycs were
bedimmed with tears. Such, Gentlemen, are the feclings which
the natives have on this subject, a subject which 1o them has an
interest beyond this world. Is it just I ask to wound those feclings ?
Is it right to sow the seeds of discontent among a vast body of
uncffending peaceful subjecis ? Is it policy, is it toleration to
pursue such a course ? And yet this is proposcd to be donc
without even making out a casc. As to the argument that the
burning of dead bodics on the banks of the river directly leads
to the throwing of corpses into the Hoogly, it is illogical. You
might as wcll prevent people from fetching drinking water from a
tank on the plea that it leads directly to the disgusting practice
of washing. Stop the washing, but Ici the people use the water.
Stop the throwing of dead bodies into the river, but let the
people perform the ceremony of cremation on its banks, a
.ceremony which they so dearly, so religiously prize—a ceremony
that has been sanctified by ages untold—a ceremony that is sur.
rounded in the eyes of the Hindu with the halo of etcrmal peace
and happiness. Step not rudely forward with your bludgeon and
tell the dying man “thy faith is false—away from the banks of
the river—this is no holy ground.” No one who has witnessed
the affecting scene of a dying Hindu, as has been my unfortunate
lot too often to witness, would for a moment wish to persevere
;in carrying out the measure proposed. Sir, I have seen when a
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man is in the last stage of existence, when the pulse no longer
beats at his wrist, when the eyes are sunk and bedimmed, when
the cheeks are blanchcd, when the tonguc is scarcely able to do
its duty, even then, Sir, the one dying request which the good
Hindu invariably makes with clasped and shivering hands to his
wceping relatives around him, with that anxious solicitude which
words cannot describe, is—‘“take me, Oh !—take me to the
Gunga—assurc me that the last rites to my body will be perfor-
med there.”  Such assurance being given and reiterated, anxiety
flics from the face, and it assumes a calm and peaceful serenity.
O! deny not that soothing solace to your fellow-men

Now if the Government on the score of a populous neigh-
bourhood can stop the burning of the dead on the banks of the
Hoogly in Calcutta, where is this interference to stop ? At any
populous place throughout the course of the Ganges the same
arbitrary measurc may be enforced. The cremation of the
Hindu may thus be prevented at the holy cities of Benares,
Allahabad, and Huridwar. You cannot conceive, Gentlemen,
the dissatisfaction that will be arouscd throughout the Gangetic
valley by the adoption of the measure proposed. When the
intention of Government becomes generally known I feel sure an
amount of agitation, of cxcitement, and of alarm will be created,
which none can conceive but those who know how dearly the
Hindu prizes, and how tcnaciously he adheres to, this ancient
custom of his religion. The Government says it may possibly be
sanctioned by rteligious sentiment.  Allow me respectfully to
submit that it is our province to declare what is our religious
custom and usage. And I can assure this meetting that the
inhabitants of the borders of the Ganges from its sources in the
Himalaya to its mouth in the Indian Occan, from Huridwar to
Gunga Sagore, have but one feeling, one sentiment, as to the
religious custom of the cremation of their dead on its banks.
But call it custom or call it usage, or if you prefer, call ii &
superstitious prejudice, I submit you are equally bound to respect
it. The British Government in India, to its honour be it said,
has always respected the religious usages of the people. At all
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times and under all circumstances it has decmand it its para-
mount duty to hold the even scale of justice between race and
race, and between creed and creed. In the comparatively recent
enactment of the Penal Code, the Government have wisely
provided against any insult to religion, especially guarding against
indignity to any . human corpse or any disturbance of funcrat
ceremonies. Permit me to read out the Section T allude to.
Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of any person, orof
insulting the religion of any person, or with the knowledge that the feelings of any
person are likely to be wounded, or that the religion of any person is likely to be
insulted thereby, commits any trespass in any place of worship or on any place of
sepulture, or any place set apart for the performance:of funeral rites, or as a
depository for the remains of the dead, or offers any indignity to any human
corpse, ot causes disturbance to any persons assembled for the performance of

funeral ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment of eicher description for
a term which may extend to one year, or with fines, or with both.

And this is not all that I rely upon. In the very Act which
enables us to mect here to-day 1o discuss this important question
of the burning ghats, provision is made in Section CCXIIL,
that in the regulation i burning grounds and gencrally in all
matters connccted with ther good oder “due regard being had
to the religious usages of the several classes of the community.”
Is it consistent, T ask, with due regard to our usages to tcll us to
resort to other than the localities so long used for the cremation
of our dead ? On this subject of toleration T cannot forego the
pleasure of alluding to that cver memorable Proclamation of our
Beloved Quecn, Her Most Gracious Majesty says in that inva-
luable document :

“We declare it to be our Royal will and pleasure that nonc
be any wise favoured, none molested or disquieted by reason of
their religious faith or observance.”

After this declaration by the august Sovercign of these
realms, would it be meet and becoming to molest the Hindus
by reason of their religious observance, and to cause disquietude
which is sure to be evoked if the obnexious order is carried in
to effect. Our righteous Queen has further told us that, *in our

prosperity will be her strength, in our contentment her security,
12
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and in our gratitude her best reward.” Beware how in the
place of that contentment you spread discontent far and wide,
beware how in the place of that gratitude you sow the seeds of
ingratitude in the hearts of a vast population. In conclusion I
beseech you, Gentlemen, for God’s sake to pause ere you
commit yourselves to 2 measurc that you will have to lament.
One word more before I resyme my seat. It was only late
on Saturday afternoon thai [ was entrusted t0 move the resolu-
tion which [ have now laid beforc you. | felt much delicacy in
accepting the charge, for considering not merely my official co-
nnection with the respecied head of the Bengal Government, but
remembering also his personal kindness to me, I should have
eonsidered it my duty to have waited upon him in the first ins-
tance before making a public demonstration against a measure
that had emanated from him. 1 am sorry I had no time to

do this.



A
FEW REMARKS
On
‘CERTAIN DRAFT ACTS
Of The
‘GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
COMMONLY CALLED
THE

“BLACK ACTS”






He, who will not reason, is a bigot ; he, who cannot, is a fool ; and he, who

dares not, is a slave.

8ir William Drummond,

The four Darft Acts, with the titles specified in the margin,

An Act for abolish.
ing exemption from the
jurisdiction "of the East
India Company's Cri-
minal Courts.

An Act declaring the
Law as to the privilege of
Her Majesty’s European
subjects.

An Act for Trial by
Jury,

commonly called the *Black Acts,” which
will be found in the Appendix, were
published for general information in the
Government Gazette, the three first on
the 31st October last and thc last named
on 21st November 1849.

These Acts have excited much publie
attention and  strenuous efforts are
making to opposc their passing into law.
A gencral mecting of British inhabitants

An Act for the pro-
tection of Judicial Offi-

cers.

was held in the Town Hall of Calcutia on
the 29th Deccmber 1849, to memoralize
the Government against the above named
Acts. A memorial was adopted on this occasion. A vigorous
opposition has been organised, committees have been formed and
subscriptions opened with a view to carry out the objects of the
memorialists.

While the British public in Calcutta was thus excited and
agitated, a report got abroad that the natives were getting up a
counter memorial in support of the ‘Black Acts’. My humble
name was singled out as chief instigator of this movement, and
as might have been expected under such circumstances, improper
and unworthy motives were recklessly attributed to me.

I believe the opinions 1 hold regarding the merits and
demerits of the so called ‘Black Acts’ arc unknown to the writers
in the newspapers. [ wish publicly to statc these opinions, and
to give reasons for the faith thatis in me. I am induced to
take this step—not from any vain idea of turning what appears
to be the current of public opinion among the indcpendent
British community—nor from any feelings of defiance against
the energetic dzmonstrations of Englishmen—m ich less from any
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desire of notoriety, but from a sincere anxiety to place in theit

“true light the opinions T hold, that no misunderstanding may exist
among my FEuropean friends as to what those opinions are,.
serving, as it will do at the same time, to lay before the enlighte-
ned portion of my own countrymen my humble views on an
important subject.

There are few among my counirymen, who have been more
intimately connectcd with Europeans than I have been, both by
busincss and by private intercourse. Personally I owe much to
them, but T owe more to the lawyers and merchants of Calcutta
for their advocacy of liberal measurces calculatcd to benefit my
countrymen. Let me not be told therefore that [ desire to
offend them ; cn the contrary I seek and value their support and’
co-operation. | shall never be wanting in sympathy with them
in any just cause of their own, so long as that cause does not
interfere with the happiness ard prosperity of my own brethren
of the soil. The claims of the latter to my sympathy T consider
to be superior and paramount. Their interests I conceive to be
my first duty to guard with jcalous care when these demand that
3 should stand forward in their defence.

These are the principles by which I profess to be guided in
forming my humble judgment of the public measures of
Government,

Without further commcnt I shall procecd at ovce to state
my views regarding the so called ¢ Black Acts.’

There are some points in which I generally concur with
thosc from whom I am obliged to dissent in more important
matters. I shall go over those with as much brevity as possible.

In the first place then, J do not by any means approve
of the Act eutitled “An Act for the protection of judicial
officer s, because 1n my humble judgmeni it is calculated to
weaken the check against a wanton abuse of power. This Act
has besides a greater scope than its title indicates. The protection
not only extends to the judicial officers thcmselves, but to all
those who serve under their orders. T can understand the objection
‘to bring up a Magistrate to the bar of the Supreme Court to-
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answer for his failure in fulfilling the requirements of English
law, though he may have strictly and faithfully followed “the
Company’s Regulations. It would be worse than absurd to
punish a man for not doing that which he is not required to do.
But whenever, and whenever, judicial officer does that which he
is not warranted to do by the Regulations, he should be dircetly
liable to merited punishment for exceeding his powers. This
salutary responsibility I conceive is proposed to bc removed,
or at least lightencd, and T strongly objcct therefore to the
passing of the proposed Draft Act.

Next as to “An Act for trial by Jury,” it is objected to, and
not unrcasonably, as not an Act for trial by Jury according
to the meaning and spirit of the Criminal Law of England. But
by the proposcd Act it is optional with the prisoner to be tried
by a Jury or not as he pleases. The Act cannot thercfore be
complained of as an absolute hardship or a positive evil. A more
matured system of trial by Jury may be demanded as a
safeguard for the due administration of justice. The system
proposed by Government docs appear 1o me to leave more to
the control of the Judge than is consistent with the independence
of the Jury. I am not howcver prepared to offer any practical
suggestions to amend the proposed Act. Let any one more
conversant with the subjecct than Tam bring forward some
improved plan and I am sure that my countrymen would
gratefully support it. But whatevcs these suggestions may be,
save us from that glaring absurdity of the English Jury system
which makes it necessary that twelve men shall always be of
one mind in every question submitted to their consideration.

Although I conceive thc system of trial by Jury, as proposed
in the Draft Act, as susceptible of improvement, it is but just
to commend the spirit which prompts Government to introduce
in their judicial system trial by Jury. It is of the utmost
importance for the judicial training of the natives of this country
that they should be accustomed to sit and act as jurors. Such
a system would teach them the nature and responsibility of
public duties, it would gradually benefit them to take a greater
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share in the administration of justice. The natives cannot but
feel the utmost gratitude for the general introductionof some
well digested and judicious plan of trial by Jury. If cautiously
and gradually introduccd, there need be little apprehension
of its not working well, since it would be but the revival of the
time-honoured institution of the Punchayet,

T come now to the consideration of “The act for abolishing
exemption from the jurisdiciion of the East India Company’s
Criminal Courts,” and “The Act declaring the Law as to the
privilcge of Her Majesty’s European subjects.” The principle
involved in both thesc Acts being so far the same that their
object is 1o place the Europcans under the control of the
Mofussil Courts, T shall not make any separate observations
on the latter Act,

The objections of the British memorialists to these Acts are
bascd upon three diflerent grounds, namcly, their illegality, injus-
tice, and impoilcy.

With refcrence to the first point the memorialists allege that
almost from the very beginning of British settlement in India
the laws of England have been firmly established and that the
British-born subjects residsng in India have never bcen amenable
to any other laws. This is not the fact. British-born subjccts
may be tricd and punished in the Mofussil Courts in casses of
misdemeanour by other than English laws, and it is notorious
that Act No. XI of 1836 deprived Englishmen in the interior
of their laws and their courts in civil actions. I presume that
the inference desired to be drawn from the above statcment of
the memorialists is that the proposed Acts are an innovation
without a precedent. As a matter of fact the statement is not
corrcet, and the inference consequently falls to the ground.

The mcmorialists assert that the laws of England are their
birth-right, and that it is not in the constitutional power of
Parliament itself o deprive them of those laws. Mr. Dickens,
who drew up the memorialis a distinguished lawyer and his view
of the constitution of England may be correct. It is however to
me quite a novel argument, for when Parliamcnt deliberated on
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the subject of empowering the Indian. Government to make
laws for Europeans, as it did on the occasion of the last Charter
«discussion, nosuch argument as that of Mr. Dickens was brought
to bear on the subject. And yet some of those who spoke upon
that occasion were themselves distinguished lawyers.

But it is uscless spending words upon this argument, for there
is no denying the fact that Parliament has undoubtedly (whetler
constitutionally or otherwise I have lawyers to decide ) depri-
ved Englishmen under peculiar circumstances of the privilege of
being judged by English laws. Not to travel further, I shall con-
tent myself with giving one instance which is recorded by the
British memorialists themselves. They state inthe 18th paragraph
of their memorial that Act 4 Geo. 1V c. 81 “provides for the
trial of British Military offenders against English Criminal Law
by a General Court Martial.” Here we have an instance where
Parliament in its wisdom thought fit to deprive a most influen-
tial and large body of her Majesty’s British subjccts in these
territories of the privilege, as it is called, of being tricd by the
English Criminal Law in-one of Her Majesty’s Courts.  If any
offiicer, when arraigned before a Court Martial, attecmpted to
urge its constitutional illegality, hc would saon be taught a
lesson by Sir Charles Napier which he would not easily forget.

The British memorialists not content with questioning the
-constitutional right of Parliament to subject them to the jurisdic-
tion of the Mofussil Courts procced to deny that Parliament
ever intended so to subject them.

They deny in the first instance that the Legislature in Eng-
land intended to subject them to Mahomedan Law. This objec-
tion is groundless, since that Law is not applicable to other than
persons of the Moslem faith. The 5th Ssction of Regulation VI,
1832 declares that “any person not professing the Mahomedan
faith, when brought to trial on a commitment for an offence

.cognizable under the gencral Regulations, may claim to be
exempted from trial under the provisions of the Mahomedan
«Criminal Code.”

. The memorial of the British Inhabitants further argues tha t
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Parliament did not even intend to subject them to the Acts and’
Regulations of thc local Government. I maintain that the im-
perial Legislature most cartainly intended by Section 43rd of 3rd:
and 4th Wm. c. 85 to empower the Governor General in Council
to make laws for natives as well as Britons. Let me quote the
Scction in full.

XLIIL. And be it enacted, that the said Governor General in Council shall
have power to make laws and regulations for repealing, amending or altering any
laws or regulations whatever now in force or hereafter to be in force in the said
territories or any part thereof, or to make laws or regulationsfor all persons, whether
British or native, foreigners or others, and for all Courts of Justice, whether estab-
lished by his Majesty’s charters or otherwise, and the jurisdiction thereof, and for all
place and things whatsoever within and throughout the whole and every part of
the said territories, and for all servants of the said Company within the dominions
of Princes and states in alliance with the said Compiny; save and ‘except that the
said Governor General in Council shall not have the power of making any laws
or regulation which shall any way repeal, vary, suspend, or affect any of the
provisions of this Act, or any of the provisions of the Acts for punishing mutiny
and desertion of Officers and Soldiers, whether in the service of His Majesty or the
said Company, or any provisions of any Act hereafter to be passed in anywise
affecting the said Company or the said territories, or the inhabitanta thereof, or
any laws or regulations which shall in any way affect any prerogative of the
Crown, or the authority of Parliament, or the constitution or rights of the said
Company, or any part of the unwritten laws or constitution of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland wheteon may depend in any degree the
allegiance of any person to the Crown of the United Kingdom, or the sovereignty
or dominion of the said Crown over any part of the said territories.

Previous to the renewal of the last Charter the plan for the
Government of India under that Act was explained by members
of the Ministry, when they brought forward certain Resolutions
for the sanction of Parliament upon which the subsequent Bill
was founded. Let us see what remarks were made relative to
the subject under discussion by the Right Hon’ble Charles.
Garnt, then President of the Board of Control. After quoting
the opinions of a number of cminent Indian statesmen he goes
on to say “All authorities, then, were in favour of admitting
Furopeans, provided they were subject to the same laws and
institutions and were placcd on the same footing as the natives. .
With authorities to overiook Europeans, they might freely enter
the country. Tt was equally just in principlc and warranted by -
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practice, that the system of judicature to place the natives and
Europeans on the same footing; and unless they were placed
on the same footing, it would not be possible to allow Europeans
free access to India. In the meantime, he trusted that the
Legislature would arm the Government in India with power to
make such regulations for the control of the natives and
Europeans as would have the effect of gradually approximating
the two people and the laws of the countries, and pave the way
for ultimate assimilation. The principle which he thought
indispensable to lay down was, that no Furopean should enter
India but upon the express condition of being subjcct to the
local Iaws and regulations.” Mr. Grant continues to say that
“for this purpose he proposed to strengthen the legislative power
of the Governor General and Council.” Further on, the
Hon’ble Speaker remarks—Whatever might be the immediate
regulations of thc Governor General, he thought the House
would agree with lLim, that ultimately it should be laid down as.
an inflexible rule that no European should enter into that
country unless on the condition of being placed under the same
laws and tribunals as the natives. Without such a rule he
insisted it was impossible to obtain that complete identification:
of interest and feeling which was of paramount importance.”
That no mis-apprehension might exist thc Hon’ble Mr.
Grant repeats that “He (the Englishman) was under a
Government, arbitrary if they pleascd—dcspotic if they pleased ;
but still it was a Government of laws—laws which he knew, und
which, if he obeyed, hec had nothing to fear. But this hc had
adopted for a maxim, that no persons should go to India but in
connection with the interests of the natives, may, in subscrviency
to their interests, for he looked upon a regard to the intcrests of
the natives as their fiirst duty, and as of the first importance.”
These opinions were founded as alluded to above, upon the
recomendations of men conversant with the affairs of India. I will
only quote one sentence from an authority which ought to have
someweight with the British memorialists themselves. Sir Charles
Grey, formerly Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, had
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recorded that “If the provinces are to be opened to British
settlers, let it be universally understood so, that no doubt may
remain nor any ground of subsequent reproach that they go to
live under a despotic and imperfect, but strong Government ;
they carry with them no rights but such as are possessed there
by the natives themselves, and that it is impossible at present
to give them either that sccurity and easy enjoyment of landed
property or those ready remedies for private wrongs, which more
regularly constituted governments afford.”

After the preparatory Resolutions were passed in the House
of Commons, they were submitted for the approbation of the
Upper House by the Marquis of Lansdown who remarked that
“It would be nccessary, as Europeans were to be admitted to the
old settlements without licenscs, that they should be liable to
some restrictions ; and it was for that reason that more power
was to be invested in the Government. All those that went to
India could not expect to be as little liable to control as in their
own country ; they could not expect to live with the indigenous
inhabitants of that country as they lived with those of their own
country ; they could not cxpect that the native population
would conform to their habits ; and they should expect to be
obliged to conform to the laws that Government should think
proper to frame for the control of Europeans as well as of
-other nations.”

Tt may be desirable perhaps to sec if the views propounded
by the Ministry were understood by the opposition. Here then
what Lord Ellenborough who opposed their Resolutions, said.
Hc remarked that the power of legislation in the hands of the
Governor General in Council, was to be more extensive than had
ever yet been cexercised. WNow, the Governor General could
legislate for the natives; hereafter he was to legislate for Euro-
peans. Another part of the plan was, to place all persons in
India under the “same laws.”

The Duke of Woellington after alluding to the cxtensive
legislative power with which it was proposed to invest the Gover-
nor General 1emarked that “The object for which that power
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was to be entrusted had reference, he belicved, to the expected
increasc in the resort of British subjects to india.”

Few men will doubt after the extracts I have given that
Parliment did intend in passing the Charter Act to subject Euro-
peans in the Mofussil to the operations of the Rcgulations and
Acts of the local Government. But since this has been stoutly
denied and such denial put forth in a grave document which
purports to be a “Petition of Right,” I will procecd witha
few more extracts in the hope of convincing the most sceptic
that the view I maintain of the intentions of Parliament is per-
fectly correct.

The Earl of Ripon said, *“It was a neccssary consequence of
the admission of Europeans to place them on the same footing
as the natives, and under the same laws with a view to prevent
injustic.”

Mr. Macaulay, who was then Secretary to the Board of Con-
trol, after stating that the Government desired to remove restric-
tion to the admission of Europeans, goes on to say, “Unless,
therefore we mean to leave the natives exposed to the tyranny
and insolence of every profligate adventurer who may visit the
East, we must placc the Europcans under the samce power
which legislates for the Hindu. No man loves political freedom
more than I. But a privilege ¢njoycd by a few individuals in
the midst of a vast population who do not enjoy it, ought not
to be called freedom. It is tyrarny.” After dilating on this
point Mr. Macaulay concludes’ that “with a view to the preven-
tion of this evil, we propose to give to the Supreme Govern-
ment the power of legislating for Europcans as well as for
natives.”

Mr. W. C, Wynn spoke as follows in reference to the point
under consideration. “He could not approvc either of the
unprecedented and unlimited power vested in the Governor
General and Council to set aside, at their pleasure, every
right or privilege therefore granted, whether by law or charter,.
to the European inhabitants of the three Presidencies.”

Iwill now quote from the speech of Mr. Buckingham,
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member for Sheffield, who vehemently opposed the rencwal
of the charter.

*“Let the House look” said he “upon the enormous powers
which the Bill gave to the Supreme Legislative Council in India.
Hitherto it had been the consolation of the British inhabitants
of India, that the arbitrary power of the Governor General was
under some degree of restraint form .the control of the king’s
Court, for though the Governor General in Council might
make any regulations he pleasd, binding on the natives of India,
beyond the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Courts, yet for the
British inhabitants he could make no regulations that should
have ihe force of law unless they were registered in the King’s
Coutrs ; and that would not be done if they were repugnant
to the spirit of the British Constitution. Now however, by the
unlimited power given to the Legislative Council of India,
composed only of five persons, and these neither elective nor
responsible in any degree to the British or Indian community,
any regulation might be passed without the sanction of the
King’s Court ; the Trial by Jury, the Liberty of the Press, the
Habeas Corpus and every other constitutional safeguard of
liberty might be suspended or abolished without appeal or
without redress.”

Mr. Cutlar Fergusson, formerly one of the most distin-
guished lawyers of the Calcutta bar, odserved that “by the
power given to the Governor General the benefits of these
Courts ( meaning King’s Courts) wmight be taken away and
the Trial by Jury and the Liberty of the Press, in fact, every
protection the British inhabitants of India had hitherto enjoyed,
might be abrogated,—the law of inheritance might be
changed,”

Such was the construction put upon the 43rd clause by
some of the members of Parliament. If it were overstrained,
syrely some of the framers of the Act would have risen in their
place to disabuse the minds of Mr. Buckingham and Mr.
Fergusson, But let us see what follows next. Da the oppositio-
pists propose an amendment based upon the asgument that
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the clause under question is subversive of the constitutional
rights of Englishmen? No. Do they propose its entire
abrogation on any other grounds ? \No. They were too sensible
of the feelings and views of the House to risk a division upon
such an untenable ground. Distrustingly Mr. Cutlar Fergusson
brings on an amendment which even if it had been adopted
would not have interfered with the passing “of the so called
“Black Acts.” The object of this amendment according to
Handsard’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. 19th puge 664, “was to
secure to the British and other residents of the Town of Bombay,
Madras, and Calcutta, all the rights and privileges of British
Law; as now administered by the king’s Courts in those Presi-
dencies respectively.” A division on this amendment took place
on the 15th July 1833, and it was lost by a majority of 81, there
being 33 yes for the amendment and 114 noes.

lLet me examine the question further. When the Act No.
XI of 1836 was passed into law, the British inhabitants of
this place prescnted a Petition to Parliament, which was drawn
up by the same learned individual who has penned the present
memorial. In that Petition the same arguments were used as
.are now urged.

The petitioners stated—‘‘that by successive charters of His
Majesty’s predecessors and numerous Acts of Parliament, all
the British-born subjects of His Majesty have had confirmed to
them the indisputable right of biing governed by the laws of
England throughout His Majesty’s Indian territories.”

In another part of this Petition occurs the passage, “that
those among your Petitioners (alluding to British-born subjects)
‘who have the right to be governed by the laws of Bngland,
maintain that they cannot lawfully be deprived of a right of
.appeal to His Majesty's Supreme Court.”

Mr. (now Sir Thomas) Turton was deputed to England as
the bearer of this Petition. Previous to its presentation to the
House of Commons, the learned advocatc of the Indian
amemorialists issued an able pamphlet on the subject in which the
question of “inalienable rights” was discussed with his usuel
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ability. The subject of the Petition was considered in the House
of Commons on the 22nd March 1838 or the motion of Mr.
Ward, member for Sheflield. The motion specially indicated the
very same grounds of objection to the first so called ‘‘Black
Acts”, which are now brought forward. It was framed in these
words. A select Commitiec to inquire into the allegations con-
tained in the Petitions from Madras and Calcutia, and to
report to the House in what manner and to what extent the Act
of the Indian Legislative Council entitled ‘Act XTI of 1836" affects
the constitutional rights of the British-born subjects of India, the
prerogatives of the Crown, and the interests of the United
Empire.”

Mr, Ward opened the debate with an able speech. Sir
John Hobhouse, the President of the Board of Control, replied.
He quoted numerous passages from the debate on the Charter
Bill to show that Parliament distinctly ment that the power of
the Legislature in India should be superior to the pretended
privileges of Englishmen, He concluded these extracts by citing
a strong opinion of Sir Edward Ryan, advocating the abolition
of the exemption of his countrymen from the jurisdiction of the
Mofussil Courts. Then comes the following remarkable passage
in the speech of the Hon’ble President. ‘“‘Yet this is the
system in favour of which Mr. Turton promised to agitate until
he saw it ecxtended over all India. In the Mauritius, a
man is tried by the Code Napolcon, in Demerara by the
Dutch law, but there is not one law for one man and another
for the other; and yet the Honourable Gentleman comes
forward and says, that it is the privilege of Engiishmen to carry
their laws with them wherever they go. Now, such a statement
is entirely without foundation. They never do, nor did they
ever carry their laws with them to other countries. To a certain
extent I admit that Englishmen may, in British India, appeal
to English law ; that is, they have the protection of the
Supreme Courts in all cases that are fairly brought before those
Courts, But when the Honourable Gentleman asserts thas
Englishmen carry out with them to India English laws, he might as.
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well have said that they carried out Westminster H il with th-m te
that empire. There ncver was a greater fallacy. Englishmen
wherever they go, mus! be governcd by the luws of the phices
they visit. In Trinidad, Mluuritivs, and Berbice, Englishmen
submit to the different Juws which are in ,force in those
countries, and I frust that they will still be obl'ged to submit, in
India, to the law which is laid down as well for them as
for othcr subjects of Her Majesty, in that part of Her domi
nions.”

Sir John Hobhouse was followcd by seviral ather spcak-rs.
Some supporting his views and others opposing them. Mr.
Wynn spoke on the opposite sidc and ably supported Mr., Ward,
but cven he disallowed the idea of an Englishman’s privileges
travelling with him. He justly rcmarked that “the idea must neot
be entertained,—which, however, every Englishinan se:ms te
carry out with him,—that to whatever part of India he muy
resort, thither all the privileges and protection of the English
law are to follow him, thathe is totake out with him, as it were,
all thosc privileges which he had and enjoyed in England as an
Englishman. He is to understand, on the contrary, that he
must be subject to all the regulations of the Empire he is enter
ing. that he must conform to all the laws and regulations which
may have been instituted and established there, that he must
be ( for T am quite ready to go to that lemgth ) subjected to the
jurisdiction of the local Courts, w0 such an extent as may be
necessary for the sccurity and protcction of the natives.”

At the conclusion of the debate the prayer of the Calcutta
Petitioners was thought so entirely hopeless that Mr. Ward
unwilling to expose the weakness of the cause he had undur-
taken to advocate, withdrew his motion without a division.

After this debate it appears to me quiet absurd to deny that
Parliament cver intended to place British-born subjects under
the operation of the Acts and Regulations of the Govirnment,
We have seen that this very question of brith-rights was deli-
berated upon in 1833, we have seen that it was specially urged
without any effect in 1838. And 1 confess-I cannot conccive

13
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how sensible men after such unmistakable proofs of the views of
Parliament should still persist in misrepresenting them. :
" But perhaps I have left the most cogent argument as to the
intcntions of Parliament untouched. 1 call it cogent, because 1
exrect it will be convincing—for who among the European
de- zens of Calcutta or of the Mofussil will question the autho-
ritv that T shall now bring forward ? I shall quote the exposition
of the views of Parliament given by the leader of the British
m.n: rialists themselves—I allude to Mr. Theodore Dickens.

At a public meeting in the Town Hall on the 5th January
1835, which was held partly for the purpose of “petitioning the
British Parliament upon the subject of the late Act passed
for renewing the Company’s Charter,” he spoke as follows with
reference to the powers which he conceived the Charter Act
gave to the Governor General in Council.

“Lastly lct us come to what I may call the constitutional
pari of the question—the state of the law. What was it before ?
What is it now ? The class to which I belong, in common with
the inhabitants of Calcutta of every class, had this security,
that we could be subject to no local regulation which was
repugnant to the laws of England—that security we have lost.
Will any man tell me who has gained by our loss ? Not
‘one. If to ut us all upon a footing means to leave us all upon
the same deed level of insecurity, then certainly I do admit we
arc all ucke on the same footingy ( Loud cheers) By this
reckicss act of the Legislature a torrent of arbitrary power has
been passcd over us, levelling all distinctions, all institutions,
and leaving nothing upright but a Colossus of despotism ( Loud
cheers ). Tt leaves the Governor General in possession of more
powcr than any Tudor ever swayed, of more perhaps than any
man ever held, save a Dictator of old Rome !”

Such were the words uttered 15 years ago by the identical
Theodore Dickens Esq: who now tells the Governor General--~
his “‘Colossus of despotism”—you have no power to subject us
to your Mofussil Courts. Mark the words of his memorial.

“Your memorialists deny that Parliam:n1 meant to confer
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©n a body so appointed and so controlled as the Governor
‘General of India in Council, a lawful power to pass any of the
three Acts of which your memorialists complain.”

This is not all, for the memorialists add that, “If such
power had been meant to be confered, it would not have been
left to inference and buried in generalities but openly expressed,
that your memorialists might have been heard to contend
against it.”

I have aiready shown what was Mr. Dickens, notion of the
extent of power conferred by the Charter Act on the Governor
General and 1 have now to show that so understanding it, he
with his compatriots did contend, with what success I know not,
against the delegation of such immense power to the local
government. At the general meeting of the inhabitants of
Calcutta held on the 5th January, 1835, to which I have already
alluded, Mr. Dickens opened the discussion on the §Charter Act
in an eloquent speech in which he animadverted upon several of
its clauses. At that meeting a Petition to Parliament was
adopted, which containcd the following words. ‘“That the
inhabitants of Calcutta and every Englishman throughout the
Presidency have becn deprived of the security they before
possessed, that no local law repugnant to the law of England
should be imposed upon them.” The Petitioners further stated,
“That by the 43rd section of Act an absolute power of legislating
is given to the Governor General jn Council with no proviso
that saves the rights of any man or class of men, butonly a
proviso (dcemed neccessary as it would seem by Parliament) to
save the prerogative of the Crown and supremacy of Parliament
itself from destruction or diminution by the legislative Power of
the Governor General in Council !’

Several other points were alluded to in this Petition and it
concluded with the prayer that they may be taken into delibarate
.consideration, and that remedies may be applicd by amendments
of the Act and new enactments as may be calculated to remove
the evils complained of by the Petitioners “and io retain the

securities of their rights &c.”
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I beg respectfully to ask that when such speeches were spoken
and' such Petition adopted, as I have instanced above, is it
consistent, is it honest in the British inhabitants solemnly to
declare to the Government that they believe Parliament never
intended to confer on it, the power of making laws affecting
them, and that if they had been aware to such an intention they
would have been heard 1o contend against it 7

It is lamentablc to obscrve how some of the most intelligent
men are subject ‘to strange fits of obliviousness when acting
under the impulse of cxcited feelings.

An attempt has been made by some of the British inhabitants
of thic Bombay Presidency, who have joined their countrymen in
these parts, in memorializing against the passing of the so called
“Black Acts”, to show that Parliament did not intend to subjecct
them when passing the last Charter Act to the jurisdiction of
the Bast India Company’s Criminal Courts as they then existed,
and this position they flatter themselves they prove decisively by
quoting the 53rd Section of that Act, the Section which provides
for the appointment of alaw Commission and prescribes their
duties. It is truc that this Scction directs that, as early as
circumstances shall permit, a general system of judicial cstablish-
ments and of such laws as may be applicable to all classes should
be framed ; but there is not a word that until this is done thc
Europcan inhabitants in the interior should be exempted from
the jurisdiction of the Mofussil Courts. The Parliamentary
dcbates do not warrant such an inference. On the contray
throughout the discussion it was ncver denied on the part of the
framers of the Act that it was intended to place Europeans in
the Mofussil on the same footing as natives, and it has been also
shown that the oppositionists clearly understood that such
was the intention of tha Supremc Legislature. The inference
now attempted to be drawn is therefore in my humble opinion
entirely gratuitous. If it were argued that no law should be
passed which would outrage the rellglous feelings or even the
maunners and custorith of the Europeans, I'’should most willingly
subscribe to the doctrine. But the memorialists have yet to show
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‘that the proposed Draft Acts would have such an effect. There
are other clauses in the Charter Act which taken in conjunction
with the 43rd will clear up any doubt which may be created
by the ingenious reasoning of the Bombay memorialists. 1 allude
to the 46th and 85th clauscs. The former directs that the Gover-
nor General in Council shall not make laws without the previous
sanction of the Court of Directors whereby European subjects
may be punished with death by other than Her Majesty’s Courts
and the latter declares that the free admission of European
“will render it necessary to provide against cny mischiefs or dangers
that may arise therefrom, be it therefore enacted, that the Governor
General in Council shall, and he is hereby required by laws or
regulations to, provide with all convenient spee! for the protection
of the natives from insult and outrage.”

So early as the 10th December 1834, the Court of Directors,
in a despatch to the Governnent of India, wrote with reg iid o
British-born subjects as follows ;—“When the Act says you shall
not pass laws making thcm capitally punishable otherwise
than by the King’s court, it does, by irresistible implication,
authorize you to subject thcm in all other criminal respects and
in all civil respects whatever, to the ordinary tribunals of the
country.”

“We are decidedly of opinion, ( they said ) that all British
subjecis throughout India should forthwith be subjected to
the same tribunals with the native. It is of course implicd in
this proposition that in the interior they shall be subjected to
the Mofussil courts.”

“In our view,” the Court added “you cannot possibly fulfil
the obligation of protecting the natives of India from insult and
outrage according to the direction in clause 85 of the Ac,
unless you render both natives and Europcans responsible to
the same judicial control. There can be no equality of protection
where justice is mot equally and on equal terms accessible
to all.”

Referring to these extracts of the Law Commissioners

M essrs. C. H. Cameron, F. Millet, D. Eilliot and H, Borradsile
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remarked in a letter to government dated 4th November 1843%
as follows.—

““There has never been a doubt, we believe, of the expediency
—indeed the necessity of rendering British subjects amenable
to the authority of the criminal as well as of the civil courts
within whose jurisdiction they reside in the interior for the
reasons stated by the court of Directors.”

Such was the unanimous opinion of these four good and
distinguished men, who I presume will not be suspeccted of
designing to inflict unnecessarily an injustice upon their
countrymen. Ttis true that they thought it desirable, ( and
who would deny it } that a general penal code should be passed’
in the first instance, but they added that “Apprehending that
the enactment of such a code, applicable alike to British-born
subjects and natives, is not an event that can confidently be
anticipated at an early period, and thinking lt advisable that
the intention of placing British subjects under the jurisdiction
of the local criminal courts should be carried into effect with
out further delay, we have had under consideration the means
by which this object may be accomplished.”

According to these views the Law Commissioners submitted
the draft of an Act to the President in council on the 27th
January 1844. But what occurred to prevent the passing of
that draft Aot into law I know nui.

1 have now to cnter into the discussion of the most impor-
tant featurc of the question, namely, the justice and necessity
of subjecting Europeans to the jurisdiction of the Mofussil
criminal courts.

Tt appears from an able paper drawn up by the Law
Commissioners dated the 20th June 1843 {hat the first difficulty
springing from the excmption of the British born subjects arose
from the Mofussii Magistrates being unable from want of
jurisdiction to enforce the penalties to which European land:
hoiders are liable under Act IV of 1837 in common with the
natives for the failure of duties incumbent upon them in the.
character of landholders. Is it fair and just that while the-
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vative Zemindar may be dragged into court, fined and
imprisoned for neglecting to perform thosc duties which the
white man belonging to the race of the governing body shall
leave updone, and laugh at the impotence of the Magistrate and
at his inability to deal out cven-handed justice while he lives
protected by class privileges and breathing an atmosphere
within the precincts of which the Magistrate dares not intrude.

A recent circumstance has transpired which illustrates in.a
strong point of view the superior and invidious distinction
which is made between the British and the.native land:oMcr.
The former dares do what the latter dares not. 1t was therefore
deemed prudent and economical by o native Zemindar, when
he found it difficult to come to a settlement of disputes with
his tenantry to employ an FEnglishman on a: handsome salary 1o
perform a duty for which, but for his colour and crued, a
competent native could be found. for a tenth of the remuncra
tion. No wonder then, that such disinterested men should,
stoutly contend for their exclusive privileges and rights.

In the late casc of forgery which was sent from Meciut, the
expense to Government has been estimated at Rs. 20,000, the
offence being tantamount to a theft of Rs. 36 by a European
boy. Such instances I allow are rare, but they are not ahugether .
singular. Apart from the force of sending down such <impie
cases for trial to a distance of 1000 or 1200 milcs, theicis an -
injustice commiticd upon the natives of India to which I desire
to allude. When such prosecutions are undertaken by Govern-,,
ment, the cxpenses are paid out of the revenues of the country,,
and it falls nccessarily on the mass of the people. Is it just ? Is;
it fair ? Is it honest,—that a hundred million of Hcr Majesty’s
native subjects should bc taxed that the European delinquent
from the most distant corners of thc cmpire may cnjoy the
benefit of being judged by English laws instead of the East
India Company’s regulations. )

Englishmen should blush to perpetuate such an qumtous
system till they are at least prcpared. to pay from their own
pock ets the cxpenses of keeping it up.
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‘Glarirg as this injustice may appear, it is but trivial when
we recall tec mird the insults and outrages which the European
ir flicts with inipunity upon his native neighbours whom he
emphatically calls the“Black” or the “Niggers.” To tell the hindu
ryot at any distance from the Presidency that if you want any
rcdress for the Sakeb havirng broken your back-bone, you must
go down to Calcutta as prosecutor or witness, and present your-
self beforc the Great Court where the language in use is English,
wheére the laws administercd are unknown to your Sudder
Cutchery,:is to tell kim he must bear and be content, that the
Englishman is a superior being, that he cannot be touched—he
cannet be polluted by the contamination of the same laws which
govern such animals as you. No, he belongs to the same race
that has conquered your country and sways it with an iron

ceptre from Lanka to the Himalaya. He is a privileged being.

T have never residcd lorg-in the Mofussil, but partly on
baisingss and partly on pleasure, T have travelled through most of
the districts of thisPresidency. I have seen and known instances
in which while the native was quitely negotiating for his bar-
gain, his Buropean competitoir has pounced upon it and carried
it off by brutal force of arms. T have constantly heard complaints
of the forcible seizure of crops, of the unauthorized ploughing
of dmr d cucortcd by bands of lartiels. 1 have heard of ryots with
thoir unofferding families being summoned and imprisoned at
the pleasure of the planter, [ have heard also of beating and
maltreatment even unto death, yca of houses erased—villages
burncd, ard lives taken in cold blood with bullet and shot.
Svch extecnne atrocities do not, I admit, frcqueatly occur, but
they are not often known beyond the localities where they are
perpoetratcd.  But the ordinary oppressicans of the European sett-
lers are a matter of daily occurrence. To a large extent the
cultivation of the indigo is forced upon the ryot. In innumerable
instances it would pay the poor cultivater far better to sow
muny ather crops than the indigo plant, but he is'bound hand
aid foot till he receives a money advance and signs a contract
10 cultivate the planter’s favourite crop. When once thus in
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«ebt he is never allowed, even though he is able, to get out of
it. Toil on he must to minister to the scrvice of his oppressive
lord, or he has to answer for it in the tyrant’s own Cutchery
where he would have little chance of escaping imprisonment in
the godowns of the factory. The uninitinted may starc at my
alluding to the court and the jail of the European planters, but
these are facts of cormmon notoriety to residents in the Mofussil.

It will be asked—is it possible that such oppressive acts
can be done in broad daylight with impunity » That they are
perpetrated is a matter of fact, of which I am persuadod, any
impartial enquirer can satisfy himself without much trouble,
And I am equally satisfied that due investigation will prove,
that to a large extent the impurity arises from the European
not being amenablc in serious offences to the jurisdiction of the
Mofussil courts. T feel warranted on my own experience /b
declare emphatically, that this circumstance has given risc to
a feeling in Bengal among the lower orders of the people, that
there is no practical remedy against the depredations and
crueltics of the Euroyean planter.

Can any rational man cxpect that the results of such an
exclusive system could be different ? The well abused Thomas
Babihgton Macaulay prophetically depicted in his speech on
the Charter Act in 1833, what the probable results of continuing
such a system would be. '

“The danger is’” he said, ‘“that tt ¢ new comers belonging to
the ruling nation, resembling in colour, in language, in manners,
those who hold supreme military and political power, and
differing in all these respects from the great mass of the popula-
tion, may consider thcmselves as a superior class, and may
trample on the indigenous race. Hitherto there have been
strong restraints on European residents in India. Licences were
not easily obtaincl. Those residents who were in the service of
the Company had obvious motives for conducting themselves
with propriety. If they incurred the seribus displeasure of the
‘Government, their hopes of promotion were blighted. Even
#hose who were not in the public servicé were subject to the
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formidable power which the Governmant possessed of banishing:
them at its plcasure.”

“The licence of the Government will now no longer be-
necessary to persons who desire to reside in the setiled provinces
of India. The power of arbitrary deportation is withdrawn.
Unless therefore we mean to leave the natives exposed to the
tyranny and insolence of cvery profligate adventurer who may
visit the East, we must place the European under the same
power which legislatcs for the Hindu. No man loves political.
frecdom more than 1. But a privilege enjoyed by a few individuals-
in the midst of a vast population who do not enjoy it, ought not
to be called freedom, it is tyranny. In the West Indies I have
not the least doubt that the existence of the Trial by Jury and of
Legislative Assemblies, has tended to make the condition of the
slaves worse than it would otherwise have been, or to go to
India itself for an instance, though I fully believe that a mild.
penal code is better than & scverc penal code, the worst of all
systems was surely that of having a mild code for the Brahmins.
who sprang from the head of the Creator, while therc was a
severe code for the Sudras who sprang from his feet. India
has suffered enough already from the distinction of castes, and
from the deeply rooted prejudices which those distinctions. have
engendered,  God forbid that we should inflict on her the curse
of a new caste, that we should send her a new breed of Brahmins,
authorized to treat all the nattve population as Parias.”

I am wcll aware that the name of Mr. Macaulay will carry
no weight with the Brtish Inhabitants of India, since their
taienied leader Mr. Dickens has ( I am constrained to add ).
with cxtreme bad taste denounced, that gifted statesman and
orator in the ncwspapers as a “Public Liar.” I nevertheless.
feel persuaded that the truthfulness of the picturc will be felt
and acknowledged by all unprejudiccd men who have any know-
ledge of the subject.

I shall now quote a passage from a minute by Sir Edward.
Ryan, formerly Chief Justice of the Calcutta Supreme Court
and now one of the Judges of Her Majesty’s Privy Council,,
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dated the 2nd ‘October, 1829. He declares -“that the great
extension of the British territories since the charter of 1774 has
given to the Court a range of jurisdictior which at places remote
from Calciitta, can only be considered 2 mockery of justice, if
it be not the means of fraud and oppression. Serious incon-
veniences must bz cxperienced unless the persons allowed to
seltle 1n the interior are ‘made subject, with the rest of the
inhabitants, to the authority of the local courts. To leave
the European owner or occupier of lands, or the manufacturer,
at grcat distances, subject to the Supreme Court or subject
only to the Mofussil Courts, with the limited powers which
they at present possess, would tent to such a system of
fraud and injustice, and leave the natives so entirely at the
mercy of the settlers, that T think it would be an insuperable
obstaclc to the allowing Europeans to settle in the interier,
&c. On cvery consideration it would seem desirable to place
all classes of his Majesty’s subjects in his Indian territories, as
far as possible, under the same laws, amenable to the same
tribunals and to the same forms of trial.”

Such was the opinion of a man whose judgment [ should
think ought to be respected. Nor was this opinion altered or
modified after the passing of the Charter Act, for Sir Edward
Ryan subsequently said —*“If Parliament clearly understood, and
werc prepared to adhere 1o the Law of 1833, they would place
all the subjects of His Majesty in india on an equal footing.

“The principle> wrote the Law Commissioners nearly seven
years ago “is that the persons and properties of all the in-
habitants of the country shall be under the same protection ;
that every onc injurcd in his person or his property shall be
equally able to obtain redress ; that cvery one having a demand
or comuplaint, civil or criminal, against another, shall be equally
able to bring it to a judicial determination.”

This is the irrefutable principle which ought 1o guide the
Government in legislating for India. It cannot be denied that
the natives of India are not under the same protection as the
Europeans. They are not equally able as the privileged few in
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obtaining redress for injuries done to;their persons or properties.
How can that be possible while the European is amenable to
other laws than his neighbours, and those laws administered.
at a distance from the place where the offence may be committed.
It has been a wise doctrine with all good governments that
justice should be brought as near as possible to the poor man’s
door. Under present circumstances a felonious act committed
against the person or property of a native subject by one
belonging to the race of the gowerning bcdy, cannot be brought
to trial, much less punished, without the case being sent with
plaintiff and defendant and a string of witnesses, with perhaps
documents and papers, the removal of which to a distance, may
prove to be of the utmost public or private inconvenience and
injury which, if the offence occurred at a remote corner of the
Presidency would be equal to more than half the length of
Europe. Remember the difficulties and inconveniences of
travelling in India and in this respect throw back the condition
of Europe full two centuries from the present date, and then
conceive what would be the chance of justice if a case of assault
committed in Moscow had to be tried in Paris. Add to this,
the feeling of tenacity, with which a native clings to the home
.of his birth, and his fear, and his fear and dread of one who
belongs to the colour and creed of the governing body. I
have seen, when a single European has ridden through a village,
shopes deserted and locked up the bolts of huts and houses
close drawn, the inmates holding their breath in terrified silence,
the women sccreting themsclves in the most hidden places.
Remember these circumstances and then pronounce whether
the present systcm is not, as Sir Edward Ryan characterized it
«+g mockery of justice,” nay “the means of fraud and
oppression.”

It has been irequently observed that let a man, charged with
a heinous offence have time to prepare his defence, and you
may rest assured thata good and consistent story:- will be
fabricated to disprove the charges preferred. The ends of
justice demand that offenders should be brought to trial with as
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‘little loss of time as possible. The Eurcpeans are loudly
proclaiming the prevalence of forgery and perjury throughout
the length and breadth of this land. Will any man tell me
that every European delinquent would be above availing himself
of these nefurious practices, even when the officious services of
villainous servants are placed at their disposal, to escape from
the grasp of offended justice ? And is it possible to doubt that
in many instances the time which must necessarily elapse before
a European from any distant Zillah can be brought to stand
at the bar of the Supremc Court, would be thus profitably
employed by the offender 1o defcat the ends of justice ? To
abolish the exemption of British born subjects from the jurisdic-
tion of the Mofussil courts would ensurc the prompt investiga-
tion and punishment of any offence of which they may be found
guilty. It would thus tend to remove onc of the greatest
obstucles to the administration of justice, namcly the delay
which now necessarily occurs in bringing those cases to a judi-
cial determination in which Europeans are concerncd.

It will not be nec:ssary, I trust, to give specific cxamples
of oppression on the part of European settlers in the interior.
This is obviously not the place to enumerate names, dates and
localities. The evils complained of are inherent in the system,
and men of common sense who undcrstand human nature will
easily divine what advantages of an cxclusive privilege are likcly
to be’ taken by a class of half edutated persons, bent on the
keen pursuit of moncy, and who are naturally of an irritable and
dominecring temper.

Let it not be inferred that T hold under this category the
entire body of the BEuropean residents. Were Ito do so, I
should be guilty of knowingly doing injustice to some¢ honour-
able mien. I shall not follow the example of wholesale abuse
which nine men of Gorruckpore, civilized Christian gentlemen
as they are called, have 8¢t to me and my countrymen. These
men declare that no one can “find security against accusation
in the inoffensiveness of his own character in this country,
where the immorality of the population is extreme and uni-
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versal.”” Tt is a pity that such innocent and immaculate men
should have come to live in this country, exposed to the danger
of contamination and defilement in the midst of such universal
corruption. Their case is truly a hard one.

I turn with pleasure to bear tcstimony to the fact that, there
are some men among the British residents in the Mofussil, who
from superior cducation and cultivated feelings are far too
sensible of right and wrong to take advantage of their peculiar
position or of the ignorance of their fellowmen. I believe there
are English settlers who are real benefactors of the district
where they reside. I do not therefore sweepingly condemn the
whole body of European Mofussil residents. All I mdintain is,
that there are many of a violent and unruly character, and that
under the present system there is no effectual protection against
the insults and outrages committed by such men against the
natives of the land.

It has been argued that but a trifling inconvenience could
have been felt from the existing system of the law, since it is
said only 35 British subjects have been committed for trial to
the Supreme Court within the last 19 years. What does this
prove ? Does it show the inoffensiveness of British subjects or
the all but impossibility of bringing such offenders to justice ?
I shall be bound to say that not a week passess in any one
Zillah, where there are a number of European settlers, without
some instance of oppression and tyranny. These offenders
escape because of the difficulties of visiting them with punish-
ment, a point which T hope I have sufficiently discussed already.
If there were rcady remedies available to the injured, more
would be known of the injuries suffered, and they would be
gradually checked ard diminished.

It has been seriously urged that to remedy the evils
complained of, the Government has only to muliiply English
courts of law throughout the country and thus raise the natives
to the level of Englishmen. But if it is impossible, as the

_British memorialists argue, to degrad¢ them to the level of
natives, because, as they with Anglo-Saxor spitit express them-
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“selves, it is not in the power of man, “to make unequals equals,”

surely the same argument, if argument it can be called, must
apply that no device of man can raise the degraded native to
the exalted position of the Englishman. But to speak soberly,
it is so absurd to talk of the introduction of English criminal
laws bodily into the cdministration of this country that the idea
need not be entertained for a moment’s consideration. Even if
British laws were suited to the circumstances of this country,
which they are not, the enormous expense attending their
introduction would of itself be an insuperable objection.

The British memorialists have attempted to persuade the
Governor General in Council of the inexpediency of the
proposcd mecasures, by asserting that it is iheir solemn and
consciencious conviction that the Acts complained of will cause
“the, utter prevention of the future setilement of Englishmen in
the interior of India and gradual driving “out of all already
.there settled.”

Notwithstanding the strong remarks I have becn complled
to make regarding a portion of the British residents in the
interior, I would deeply lament the withdrawal of British capital,
skill and enterprise ; and could [ be brought to belicve that
:such would be the actual result of the proposed legislation, I
would pause ere I would venture to recommend its enactment.
But I do not for a moment entertain the idca that any such
events will follow as arc prognostica:ed. That false charges may
be made ard proved too, no one will deny—there is no country
-where it has not occurred—that such occurrences may be more
frequent here than in a highly civilized state of society, I freely
admit. But the chances of false accusations against a Europcan
are small indeed. His position and influcnce would be great
barriers to the exercise of any malpractices against him. His
caste and creed would prove to him towers of strength. Bad as
the administration of justice in this country may be, the English-
man is sure to get the best of it. With an almost endless system
of appeals, in all cases of an aggravated nature, what chance is
ihere of any grievous injury being done ? The tonguc of the
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aggrieved Englishman will not be silent, his pen will not be idle
—his countrymen in India will not remain careless, apathetic
speclators —he would have their active and energetic sympathy
— the powerful advocacy of the press would be enlisted in his
behalf, This is not all ; a voice would be raised in his native
land, which the powers that be, could not disregard with
impunity. Nor would it end’'here. Any act of glaring oppression
on the person of an Englishman, if not proinptly remedied and
punished here, would form the subject of enquiry in the House
of Commons, a prospect which the authorities here, as well
as clsewherc must dread. Add to these the fact that the
European resident in 99 cases out of a 100 does not go into the
Mofussil from merc choice or for pleasure, but he goes there
to make money—to gct his a living. Such a pursuit is not
casily given up. There is a kecnness and tenacity attending it,
which would be proof against any petty annoyances to which
he may be liable. Serious injurics to person or property do not
secm to be at all likely to happen.

On turning back to the petition presented to Parlioment
against the first or Macaulay’s “Black Act” it will be found that
the Petitioners then stated, ‘‘the East India Company were
opposed to the frec trade and settlement of their countrymen in
India, and they were confident that if the power they (the East
India Company) now possessed were exercised in conformity
with this policy, they could altogether prevent the extension of
British settlemcnts and in the end diminish or destroy those
already foundcd. Indeed for this end, the Act No. XI of 1836
would alone be amply sufficient, if administered in conformity
to such a policy &c.”

Tt will be scen the leaders of the first “Bluck Act” agitation
then spoke as they have now spoken, that the passing of that
Act would have the cffect of driving the English out of this.
country. Onc learned speaker said that “formerly the schicaic
of the Court of Dircctors was to keep us from the country ;
but by perseverance we have won every point from them, and
we may now trade, sctile and reside where we please.  Instantly
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' they change the workings of their conspiracy, and by subjecting
us without redress to the abominations of their Mofuseil courts,
they would drive us from the country.”

On the same memorable occasion. Mr. (now Sir Thomas)
Turton, after referring in terms of commendation to the Govern-
ment of Ceylon, where English law was administered by the
King’s judges said “Again T will say that I consider English
law to be my birthright ; but if we must have a pure despotism,
let it be so declared. Let Turkish law be the law of the land,
and let a Turkish cazi administer it ; but if so, let us be made

- acquainted with the fact in order that we may know that this
has ceased to be the land in which Englishmen can live. (Hcar,
hear.) It is na longer the country for us. I would nat consent
to live in it on such terms whatever were the emoluments or
whatever prospect of advantage a rgsidence here could hold
forth. (Here, hear.) No temptation of profit should induge
me to remain here on such copditions. I would leave it with
disgust to be enjoyed by those who are content to hug the
chains that bind them, and kiss the rod by which they are

-scourged.” ( Much applause.)

And yet Sir Thomas Turton has not left us to this day, nor
have his learned coadjutors deserted the land. Not one of the
Petitioners of 1836 have turned their backs upon .ndia because
of the operation of Act No. XI of that year. On the contrary,
it cannot be denied that the number o European merchants and
tradesmen have greatly increased. The most casual observer
must be awarc that the British planters and manufacturers of
the present day greatly outnumber those of 1836.

When we thus find the prophets of 1836 have proved false,
is it an unpardonable scepticism in one to distrust the predie-
tions now volunteered that the proposed “Black Acts” will
drive the English out of India.

It will probably be asked whether I mean to assert that the
whole body of the Company’s Penal Regulations and Acts are
applicable without exccption to British-born supjects. I main-
tain po such position. There may be certain enactments to

14



146 FAATATAT CqY 3 I 8 HAYar

which an Englishman may with justice object on the score of
religious belief or national custom and feeling. If the British
memorialists, instead of dealing in sweeping assertions and
denials without foundation, had confined their objection to be
placed under the Mofussil Courts on the ground of certain
specific Regulations being inapplicable to them, I could have
appreciated their opposition. If on such definite grounds they
had denounced the Draft Acts as crude and hasty, I could have
readily borne with them. But when they talk of their Petition
of Rights, to preserve in tact their class privileges, how can
they expect that the natives, should even remain silent when
their silence would probably be construed into acquiesccnce.

I have endeavoured to show that it is an utterly groundless
objection to urge that the Government have not ‘the power to
pass the proposed Draft Acts into law. I have endeavoured to
prove, that not only on principle but to obviate practical
injustice it is necessary to subject the European to the same
tribunal as the native. I have further endeavoured to illustrate
that the alleged inexpediency is a delusion. Now since it has
been argued that the “Black Act” should not be passed because
the Mofussil Courts are imperfect and their inferior officers cor-
rupt, it may be enquired if I am prepared to deny either the
imperfection of the one, or the corruption of the other. T freely
admit at once that there is much to complain of, much to amend
in the judicial administration of the country. The whole
system requires rcvision and reformation. Iam prepared to
denounce the exclusivencss of the Civil Service and its rotten
system of promotion by seniority. I acknowledge that the
constitution of the Mofussil Courts is defective, that their
presiding officers are often found deficient in judicial education
and training, that their knowlcdge of the vernacular languages
is in many instances inadequate and insufficient. I will further
allow that corruption to a large extent prevails among ihe
Amlahs of the Zilla Couris, and I will add without reserve, the
government is *much {o blame in indirectly fostering such
corruption by the cruel system of underpaying its native officers
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into whose hands they arc obliged to place the most responsible
and executive dutics. All these admissions T freely make, and
am delighted to see the eflorts now making to direct attention
to the subject.

May these cfforts be crowned with success by the reforma-
tion of the abuses complained of ! But while I admit all these
defects, I cannot acknowledge the justice or the propricty of
exempting from their operation a small body of dominant men,
while countless millions of Her Majesty’s native snbjects are
doomed to suffer under them. They are not only liable to suffer
from these defects, but they have the misfortune of bearing the
additional injury of insults and outrages from their Enropzan
neighbours, against which they have at  present no adequate
remcdy. The proposed legislation is calcuiated 1o protect them
against such injurics, and I cannot but hall it, on that account,
with satisfaction.

It has becn urged as a most powerful argument in favour of
subjecting Europeans to the jurisdiction of Mofussil Courts,
that it will be thc most ¢ffectual means of creating a reform of
these Courts. T have no doub: that much of this anticipation
will prove to be correct, cspecially as it is proposed by another
Draft Act, lately published for general information, that English
barristers shall be permitted to plead in the Mofussil Courts.
It is impossible that the high order of talentand the stern
independence which characterise .the gentlemen of the bar
should be brought io bear upon the administration of justice in
the interior without producing the rnost saluary cffects. Much
good, we may rest assured must ensue. Ilook forward with
confidence to the stubborn resistance of the Englishman, and to
the vigilence of his character, as powerful clements for cffecting
the reform, of the Mofussil Courts to that extent which may be
consistent with the present state of civilization in this country,
But although this is a subject of the very highest importance,
I confess I look upon this anticipated reformation merely as a
collateral advantage. 1f therc was nothing else to justify the opi-
pions I have ventured to cxpress, I should not have advocated
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the adoption of what would then have been a questionable
means for the attainment of a given end.

In conclusion I have only this to réemark, that I have noticed
with pain, not unmixed with surprise, that men who are
confessedly reformers and radicals in politics, are now attempting,
in order to serve their own party purposes, to throw ridicule
upon the sacred and indisputable principle of equality before
the law. What will Christian men in England of their own
political creed, uninfluenced by local prejudices, say of their
apostate brethren in the East » Will they admire the spirit of
determination which so many British residents have manifested
of preserving unimpaired the advantages which they now enjoy
over the helpless and ignorant native? Will they approve of
the exclusive feeling which prompts the Englishman to refuse to
make common causc with the natives of the land for the reforma-
tion of abuses ? Will they read with complacency the sentiment
which dictates the proud assertion that unequals shall not be equal.
On the contrary, will not the gencrous and the noble sons of
Britain feel ashamed of their countrymen  in India, who are
anxious to perpetuate an invidious distinction, and preserve
their exalted position at the expense of their native fellow
subjects. Public men in England, T feel persuaded, would rather
sce the British residents generously cast in their lot with the
natives of the land, striving with one united cffort te obtain .
remedies against wrong and oppression.
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