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Fury of protest against genocide by so-called Shanti Bahini.
Tribals and non-tribals alike demand trial of the killers.
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Looking forward to bid farewell to disquiet in Chittagong Hill
Tracts are from the Left Mr. Shaching Prue Jeri, Babu Samiran
Dewan and Babu Gautam Dewan, Chairman of Bandarban,
Khagrachari and Rangamati Local Gout Council respectively. The
leaders are seen allending a two-day peace conference in
Rangamati (Nov. 4-5, 1991)
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Sk. Rajjak Ali, speaker of the Jatiyo Sangsad, speaking at the
inaugural ceremony of a photo-exhibition on mass killings of the
mother and children in Chittagong Hill Tracts.
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THE CHT

AN ANALYSIS ON THE
PRESENT SITUATION

BASIC FACTS ABOUT THE REGION

Configuration of land : The Chittagong Hill Tracts is situated
to the South-East of Bangladesh comprising 5,093 square
miles which is aboul one tenth of the total area of the
country. To the north westerm border is the Tripura state of
India, to the East is Mizoram, Burma to the east and south,
while district of Chittagong to the west. The region is
featured by rugged hills, the highest peak being 3000 feet.
In the north side of this hilly region there are major valleys
of the Chengi, Maini and Kasalong flowing southward.
Moreover, there are the narrow valleys of the Raikhaing,
Sangu and Madtamuhuri in the south. The famous Kaptai Lake
spread over 350 square miles is located in the middle of the
hilly region. Also there is the 1400 square miles reserve
forest.

Administrative : In the past, entire Chittagong Hill Tracts
Region [ormed only one districts. In 1983, the region was
divided was into there districts namely Rangamati,
Khargachari and Bandarban. These districts have 10,8 and 7
upazillas respectively. Traditionally the region is divided
into three circles namely Mong, Chakma and Bomang
headed by respective circle chiefs. The entire areas is
divided inlo 359 mouzas. Head of a mouza is known as
Headman while head of a para known as karbari.

The People and the Population : The tribals of Chittagong
Hill Tracts are not original inhabitants of the region. During
the period from 16 to 17 ceniury, various tribes migrated to
this area from northern area of present Mianmar (Burma)
through Arakan. The total population of the region is about
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7.9 lac including those of 13 tribes and the non-tribals. The
13 tribes are Chakama, Marma, Tripura, Murong,
Tanchainga. Bom, Pankhu, Khum, Ushal, Khiang, Chak,
Lushai and Riang. There are two types of non-tribals in
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Forefathers of one type settled there
in 17 country while the other setlled there during last
decade. The tribals are quite separate from the non-tribals
in respect of race and religion. The non-tribals (Bengalees)
are mostly muslims while most of the tribals belong to
Buddhism. There are some Hindus and Chritians also. Some
small tribes are Animists. As tradiltional characteristics, the
tribals prefer o live isolated life within the tribes. In
general, all the tribes like dance and song.

Economy : Joom or shifling cultivation in the traditioal way
of earnning bread by the inhabitants of this region. But at
present that is limited among the small tribals only of late
most of the tribals have taken to cullivation in the plain land
like the non-tribals. A small number of Tribals are engaged
in trade and commerce. Most of the traders are the
chakmas. A good number of (ribals are now serving in
Government and private organizations. But most of them
belong to chakma tribe.

Education : Before 60s, ratio, of literacy in Chittagong Hill
Tracts was very insignilicant. But ralio of literacy
considerably increased where aller the 60s and later after
171, the Government of Pakistan and the Government of
Bangladesh set up a good number of eduicational institutions
in the region. Till now, except the Chakmas, ratio of literacy
among other tribe is very low. The Chakmas are very much
advanced and ratio of literacy among them is about 52% l.e,
more than the people of the plain area. Each tribe has own
spoken language which is quite different from the other. But
excepl the Marmas, other tribes have no alphabet. Written
languages of all the tribes is Bengali.
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BACKGROUND OF INSURGENCY & ITS
GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT

Insurgency among elthnic groups of people is now a
common feature in modern world. It is generally prevalent
among people living in peripheral regions which enable
them gel support from across border. Insurgency in
Chittagong Hill Tracts is not, therefore, an isolated event. It
is a part of insurgency prevalent among tribes of Mongolian
origin in South-East Asia. Greater Chittagong Hill Tracts was
a backward area for long since. Break ofl tendency or
movement grew up in the area as a result of social
discrepancy, economic neglect and solitical difference of
opinion.

During the British occupation of the region, it was
administered as a non-regulated district as per section of
Chiltagong Hill Tracts Regulation 1900. This Regulation did
not provide any political right to the tribals though it
banned seitlement of outsiders in the area and also ensured
preservation of social economic and cultural rights of the
tribals.

Superintendent of 'Hill Tracts and later District
Administrator was the all powerful authority. Circle chiels
used to collect taxes and discharge socio-cultural
responsibilities under the districts administration. It was
only after the emergency of Pakistan that they started
enjoying political rights under the constitution. The Hill
Tracts Mannual was amended to some extent during
Pakistan time which aflected the status of the region as an’
excluded area and opportunily was created [or settlement of
outsiders there. Though setilement of Bangalees in the area
starlied before the Moghul period, it gained momeantum
after the emergency of Pakistan. That resulted in conflict
between the {(ribals and the non-tribals in respect of
ownership of land. The installation of Kaptai Hydro Electric
Project in 1962 caused inundation of 54000 acres of
cultivable land mostly belonging {o the Chalkmma Tribes and
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that also rendered one lac people of Chakma circle landless.
This is a major cause of 'their dissatisfaction.

Soon afler the emergence ol Bangladesh in 1971-72, M N
Larma and some other leaders ol the region raised the
demand for provincial autonomy. The then Prime Minister
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman refused to consider any such
demand and as a result they [ormed an armed cadre named
‘Shanti Bahini' as a preparation for armed struggle. The
citizen of the country was termed as 'Bangalee’ in the
constitution of 1972 which infuriated the tribals very much
as they considered it as an encrokchment on their ethinic
right. Aflter that they starled their armed activities by
ambushing a police patrol in the beginning of 1976.

Bangladesh Army was deployed in the region on and from
07 October 1976 to ensure security of the people and also
Lo help the civil administration. Since then the Army has
been there fighting the battlle against the {errorists.

Insurgency took a vilent turn in 1979 when about one lac
destitute tribals were settled in Chittagong Hill Tracts as a
‘fresh move. At that time Shanti Bahini enjoyed full support
from the tribals. Siluation aggravated to an alarming extent
during 1985-86 when Shanti Bahini conducted brutal attack
on non-tribal habitalions. As a result several hundred non-
tribals including women, infanits and aged people where
killed and over one thousand injured. That caused a riot
beilween tribals and non-tribals leading to exodus ol about
30 thousand tribals to tripura State of India. In 1987, non-
tribals were evacuated from their habilats and given shelter
in cluster villages wilth a view to providing security in the
backdrop of even-increasing attack of Shanti Bahini on the
non-tribals. Since then all the non-tribals have been living in
the cluster viliages depending on ration supplied by the
government. They are living inhuman life and are deprived
of normal economic aclivities. Situation is not yet favourable
to send them back to their places of habilation because of
insurgency and Inabilily to provide securily due to
inadequate number ol troops.
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Internationalization of the problem and malpropaganda
carried on by the insurgents: The Shanti Bahini has been
using the tribal refugees staying in Tripura of India in its
own interest. The insurgents have been trying to
internationalize the problem of Chittagong Hill Tracts with
the help of the refugees projecting the issue as a case of
human rights violation. Taking advantage of this situation,
they have been collecting a share of the relief, given to the
refugees, of course with the tacit consent to Indian
Intelligence Authority, besides recruiting people for their
organization from among the refugees. As such are not at all
interested to solve the refugee problem. On the contrary,
they are rather trying to creale new relugee problem
through continuously look before of non-tribals. It needs
mentioning here that their all such efforts are going in vain.
But they succeeded in compelling about 15 thousand tribals
to cross the border on the eve of Local Government Council
Election in June, 1989 of them about 26000 refugees have
already come back after the Local Government. Council
elections number of returnees is on increase very day.

GOVERNMENT STEPS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM

Since the beginning of the problem the Government of
Bangladesh took various consiructive steps through the
securily forces and the administralive machinery. At the
initial stage, those sieps, however, were o some extend
disorganized and piecemeal. Later, conceried and
intergrated steps were taken in the light of proper
indentification of ithe problems and practical experience
sleps taken are as follows in briel: Securily forces were
deployed in Chittagong Hill Tracls in Oclober 1974 to help
the Civil Administration in Maintaining Law and order and
there by to normalize the situation. To achieve that goal, the
Government placed all the paramilitary and Civil Artned
Forces deployed in Chittagong Hill Tracts at the command
of Army Division.
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The Government constituted council committee on
Chitltagong Hill Tracts in 1977 for high level decision-
making on the problem and to issue necessary directives. At
present this committee in known as cabinet committee on
Chitlagong Hill Tracts.

In 1980 the coordination committee for CHTs was
constituted with the GOC of the Army Division as the
Chairman and other senior officers of Army, paramilitary
and civil administration deployed in the region as members
to conduct counter insurgency and coordinate security and
development measures.

In order {o ensure socio-economic development in the
region, the Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Board was
set up in 1976 at the behest of the then President. Since
the inception of the Board and till June 1990, the
Government spent a sum of about Tk.402 crore against
various projects with a view (o improving development
infrastructure and better socio-economic condition of the
people living there. It needs mentioning there that the
tribals living in Chittagong Hill Tracts from only 45% of the
total population of the country. But the amount spent for
development of the area is many times more in comparison
with amount spent [or any other region of the country. For
that reason the hill districts are more developed than many
plain districts.

Age limit has been extended and academic qualification
relaxed one step down the facilitalied employment of tribals
in government posts. In addition to 5% quota of services
reserved for the tribals, as a special arrangement 1877
posts have been created for the tribals of Chittagong Hill
Tracls. Because of this arrangement, a good number of
unemployed tribal youths have already been employed in
various organizations. The Chalkmas, as a single tribe, have
reaped the maximum benefit of employment.

To ensure development in the fields of education seats have
been reserved [or tribal students in higher educational
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institutions, selection procedure for admission has been
relaxed or made easy besides establishing schools and
colleges here and there. It is only because of the relaxation
that many tribal student getting second divison are now
studying in Medical and Engineering Colleges whereas many
Bangalee students are not getling chance to study there
despile getlting even star marks. As a result, ratio of literacy
amouint the Chakmas now is 52/ which is more than the
overall ratio of the country. Non-tribals liring in the hill
districts are not, however, lucky enough to get such chance.
There litercy rate is only 17%.

Settlement of non-tribals in Chittagong Hill Tracts was
totally stopped by the government in 1984. Al present such
seltlement is possible only with the approval of the Local
Government Councils.

Representatives ol the Government held six meetings with
Parbatta Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity with a view 1o
achieving a polilical seltlement of the Hill Tracts problem.
But il was not possible to findout any solution because of
insistence of Jana Sanghati Samily for provincial and
regional autonomy. It needs mentioning here that such
demands can not be met without bringing basic
amendments in the constitution. It will be unwise to do that
in greater interest of the country.

In the backdrop of obduracy of Jana Sanghati Samity, the
Government embarked upon lengthy discussion with the
tribal leaders living in the hill districts of Bangladesh to
findout a political solution of the problem of Chittagong Hill
Tracts. On the basis of that a blue-print was prepared to
solve the problem and to that effect an agreement was
signed with the tribal leaders. The Hill District Local
Government Council bill was passed in the light of that
agreement, Local Government Election was held on 25
June, 1989 under the purview of that blue-print and the
councils took over charge [ollowing oath taking on July 2. As
per provision of the bill, only a tribal can be elected to the
post of Chairman of the council with two third seats
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reserved for the tribal members. The bill also provides for
raising a sparate police force besides transfer of 22 subjects
concerning socio economic development to the councils. A
number of important subject including primary education,
health & family planning and agriculture have already been
transfered in the meantime. Since the very beginning,
Shanti Bahini has been opposing the arrangement and all
elforts including armed terrorism and adverse propaganda
are being made to foil it. Recenily an organization named
Pahari Chatra Parishad has indulged in propaganda against
the system. Indeed, local government council is a practical
step aimed at meeling the demand of self-governence of the
tribals Bangladesh Government delegations so far visited
India a number of times 10 seek solution to refugee problem.
But everylime the insurgents failed the allempt by their
selected refugee leaders on various pretexts and imposing
pre-conditions. Bangladesh made the last attempt in that
regard on 18 February, 1991.

The Government announced general amnesly several times
lo encourage and [acilitate return of 'the insurgents to
nromal life. Taking advantage of general amnesly, a good
number of insurgents have returned to nromal life.

THE PRESENT SITUATION

The following is an overall picture of situation now obtaning
in Chittagong Hill Tracts:

The Government of Bangladesh have inded succeded in
[ulfilling most of the political and socio-economic helps and
aspriations of the tribals through introduction of district
local government council in the hill districts. Through this
system the tribals have become a part of political and
administrative structure of the region and in fact, they are
now all in all in Chiltagong Hill Tracls. Shanti Bahini lost
credibility to multitude after introduction of that system
because it could not deliver any worlthwhile benefit to the
tribals alter seventeen years ol armed struggle. The people
have every doubt whetlher Shanti Bahini will be able to give
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in future any things better than what has already been made
available through this system. This has resulted in decrease
in peoples support for Shanti Bahini on the one hand and on
the other hand public opinion in favour of the new system
and the Government is on gradual increase. Under present
circumstances the insurgents are now required to face two
fronts militarily the security fordces and politically the local
government councils.

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS

About sending back the non-tribals living in cluster villages
to their origional places of living: During 1977-78 in the
backdrop of insurgents ever increasing massacre of
Bangalees about two lac Banglaees (26,000 families)
gathered from [ar-flung areas were tempararilly settled in
cluster villages located near camps of security forces in
Rangamali and Khagrachari districts. Since then they have
been living there depending on weekly ration of 21 kg
foodgrains suplied by the government. The are not allowed
to move out of security belt in search for economic activities
and that has been causing inhuman misery to these people.
These Bangalees are demanding measures leading to their
return to place of origin. But to do that the Government
have to make security arrangement. It will be necessary to
deploy 204 VDP (Village Depence party) platoons to ensure
protection and that will entail an additonal yearly
expenditure of Tk.12 croré. In another sense this will make
a saving of Tk.15 erore a year because the Government is
now required to spend Tk.27 erore per year [or supplying
ration to the cluster villages. Moreover when set free, these
people will contribute to generation of economic activities
in their respective place. ‘

About rehabilitation of those returning {rom India and
allected by Shanti Bahini: Tribals returning [rom India or
affeared by Shanti Bahini have been rehabilitated near the
camps of Securily Forces for security reasons. These newly
created rehabilitation Zones are known as Baragram and
Santigram. The inhabitants of these rehabilitation Zopanes
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are given weekly ration of 21 kg [foodgrains and were
initially given shelter [or six months only. It was expected
that by that time they would be in a position to findout
alternative source of income. But that did not happen. These
people are now leading must miserable life because the
Government did not allot any foodgrain form them under
rehabilitation scheme after September 1991. Under such
circumstances, we have now only two alternatives. First
alternalive is to send them back to their places and subject
to torture by Shanti Bahini. Second alternative is to continue
supply of ration to the rehabilitated families till allernative
sources of income can be created for them. The issue needs
consideration and decision.

CONCLUSIONS:

Insurgency is a type of warfare which does not start all on a
sudden rather it assumes momentum slowly. In the same
way due to positive steps taken by the Government does not
terminate all on a sudden, rather dies down gradually.
Natural death of insurgency in Chittagong Hill Tracts is
invitable of the Government continues to take up positive
steps and security forces do not cease (o exert pressure on
the insurgents. Bul it is not possible to point out exact time
limit when insurgency will cease to exist. It will depend on
how quickly the local administration to the people. Till that
time security forces have to assist the civil administration as
they are doing now.

8

www.pathagar.com
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POPULATION CHART

TRIBES DISTRICTS
KHAGRACHARI RANGAMATI | BANDARBAN | TOTAL
CHAKMA 965905 141595 3426 241616
32.17% 42.83% 2.09% 30.57%
MARMA 46168 33668 51394 131230
15.37% 10.24% 31.66% 16.60%
TRIPURA 46442 5342 6671 58455
15.46% 1.61% 4.09% 7.39%
MURONG — 176 16992 17168
05% 10.42% 2.17%
TANGCHANGYA — 10661 5479 16140
3.23% 3.36% 2.04%
BOWM — 116 5468 5584
.03% 3.36% 0.71%
PANKHOO — 1668 — 1668
51% 0.21%
KHUMI - - 1091 1091
63% 0.14%
MRO - - 966 %6
58% 0.12%
KHYANG — 827 501 1328
24% 29% 0.17%
CHAK — — 798 798
49% 0.10%
LUSHAI — 653 16 669
19% .009% 0.08%
RIANG 2034 400 - 2434
66% 12% 0.31%
TRIBAL 191239 195106 92802 479147
63.69% 59.48% 57.18% 60.62%
BENGALEE 108979 132818 69470 311267
36.30% 40.49% 42.76% 39.38%
GRAND TOTAL 300218 327924 162272 790414
85
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MULT! SECTORAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
AND
COMPONENTWISE PROGRESS AT A GLANCE
UPTO 1990-91

(TAKA_IN LACS)
SL Name ol Component| Periodof | Estimated Expe:nditure Physical
No & Execution | cosl Progress
Executing Agency in %
Upland Settlement 1979-93 4769.30 376657 80%
{CHTDB) :Approx)
Afforestation & 1979-90 343.45 314.37 81% ()
Settlement
(Forest Deptt)
Road Network 198091 6448.30 597392 85% (")
(RHD)
Agril Research 197987 357.96 361.22 98% (")
(BARI)
Agril Extension 197987 539.08 49365 100%
(DAE)
Nurseries Dev ' 197985 7773 .73 100%
(DAE)
Storage Facilities 1981-86 192.17 177.78 100%
(BADC)
Cotlage & Rural 197985 28862 24225 100%
Industries (BSCIC)
Health Facilities 1979-83 3576 34.92 100%
(Health Part) (DOH)
10. Health Facilities | 197985 2282 1958 100%
(PC & FP Part)
Strenglhening of 197988 690.99 690.99 100%
CHTDB (CHTDB)
Total 13766.38 12153.48
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CHTDB (NORMAL)

Sector-wise Schemes Taken up and Completed with Expenditure Incurred
(From 1975-76 to 1990-91 upto Jun. 1991)

S/ | Name of Sector Schemes Schemes Amount
No. taken up Completed spent (Tk
inlac)
1. | Communication 140 127 564.71
. Sports and Culture 92 6 266.96
3. | Agriculture (including 101 92 619.86
Livestock & Fisheries)
4. | Construction (Building) 41 35 321.01
5 | Education h 214 168 625.45
6 Social Welfare 277 217 689.95
7. | Cottage Industries 28 28 4491
8 Reserve Fund 01 01 215
9. | Management Expenditure — — —
Total 894 734 3561.70
* Current year ADP is 2680.00
Lacs -
(4]
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RANGAMATI ZILLA LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARISHAD

1. Composition

a Chairman - 1
b. Members
(1) ‘Tribal - 20
(2) Non-Tribal - 10
2. Distribution of Tribal Seats
a Chakma - 10
b. Marma - 4
c. Tangchangya - 2
d. Tripura - 1
e. Lushai - 1
f. Pankho - 1
£ Khyang - 1

KHAGRACHARI ZILLA LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARISHAD
1. Composition

a Chairman - 1
b. Members
{1) ‘I'ribal - 21
(2) Non-Tribal - 9
2. Distribution of Tribal Seats
a Chakma - 9
b. Tripura - 6
c. Marma - 6
BANDARBAN ZILLA LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARISHAD
1. Composition
a Chairman - 1
h. Members
(1) Tribal - 19
(2) Non-Tribal - 11
2. Distribution of Tribal Seats
a Marma and Khyang - 10
b. Murang - 3
c. Tripura and Usai - ]
d. Tangchangya - 1
e. Bowm. Lushai and PPankho - 1
I Chakma - 1
g. Khumai - 1
h. Chak - 1

(g}
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Period Cause No
Oct 1985 Riol between tribals and non-tribals 30,000
to
Dec 1986
May 1989 Insurgents forced tribals to cross
fo over to India so thal they can not 15,000
June 1989 take part in the District Local

Government Council Election

RETURN OF REFUGEES
Tribe No of Families No of Members
Chakma 5894 19416
Marma 1212 2926
Tripura 1977 5998
Total 9083 28,340

Information Minister Barrister Nazmul Huda seen addressing the participants of ‘Long March® in
front of Nationa! Press Club. Dhaka on 26 Feb. ‘32. The Long march from Chittagong Hill Tracts to
Dhaka spontaneously participated by tribals-non-tribals alike was guided by National Co-
ordination and Peace Council in protest against brutality by so-called Shantibahini. The

gathering was also addressed by Home Minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury.
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‘Bodies of innocent non-tribal workers brutally killed by so called
Shanti Bahini at Khagrabill, Ramgarh. The unfortunate men are
now free from all anxiely. But who will earn bred for their
children and wives.

;Tmi‘w CHRISTRIGA FOTH SLBA 3553 FNOR 35 (FFTA NIARAA e
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"My soul is sick with everyday's report of wrong and outrage with
which earth is filled”. English poet William Cowper's (1731-
1800) soul would have been more sick to see this atrocity of so-
called Shanti Bahini in Chittagong Hill Tracts. The Charred body,
the dwellings burnt to ashes confront us with a big interrogation-
what was the fault of this man?
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