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"I have studied a large number of books, particularly in the
days of my early gropings in the dark (Jahiliah). It would not
be an exaggeration to submit that I have tried to imbibe quite a
library-books dealing with philosophy-old and new, science
(natural and social), economics, politics and what not. But
when I studied the Qur'an with the eyes of my soul it opened
up a new world before me. The spell of all that I had read in
my age of gropings was cast asunder. Then only, I relized that
now I have had access to the roots of knowledge, and the world
of reality; Kant, Nietzsche, Hegel Marx and other secular
thinkers began to look like pygmies. In fact, I began to pity
them, for they could not resolve issues, despite grappling with
them throughout their life and producing thereon-huge
volumes. The Qur'an has resolved these in a few words. This
Book alone is my true benefactor. It has changed me
altogether. It has transformed the animal in me into a human. It
has conducted me from darkness into light. It has endowed me
with a beacon, which illumines every dismal corner of life into
which I now venture to move. Now reality glows before my
eyes without any mask. The key that can open every locked
door is called a 'Master-key'. So to me, the Qur'an constitutes
the master key, which resolves every problem of human life. It
has opened up for me glorious avenues of life and progress.
Words fail me to thank the Lord, Allah, subhannahu wata'ala,
Who bestowed upon us this Blessed Book.
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"The uniqueness of Tafhim lies in the fact that it looks upon
the Qur'an as a book of guidance (hidayah). There is no
denying that the Qur'an does deal with aspects of history,
geography, socioeco-nomic relations, natural phenomena, etc.,
but it is not primarily concerned with any of these subject
areas. It is a masterpiece of higher literature, but it is not meant
to be used as a mere piece of literature. As such, the Qur'an has
been approached as the main-spring for guidence, destined to
play a decisive role in the reconstruction of thought and action,
of institutions and society; as was the case when it was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him)."

"Sayyid Mawdudi also emphasizes that the Qur'an is a book of
a movement. It presents a message, invites the whole human
race to a view a reality and society, organies those who
respond to this call into an idealogical community and enjoyes
upon this community the necessity to strive for the socio-moral
reconstruction of humanity, both individually and collectively.
The Qur'an wants to produce a universal ideological movement
and constiutes a guide-book for this movement." (ST
TR 2 AFATR fot)
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