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Sweet......! lovcliest village of the plain,
Where health and plenty cheered the labouring swain ;
W here smiling spring its earliest visit paid,
And parting summer’s lingering blooms delayed ;
Dear lovely bowers of innocence and ease,
Seats of my youth, when every sport could please,
Flow often have I loitered o’cr thy green,
Where humble happiness endeared each scene,
rlow often have I paused on every charm
The sheltered cot, the cultivated farm,

* * * » *

* * » i %
Swect smiling village ! loveliest of the lawn,
Thy sports are fled, and all thy charms withdrawn

* B A& *

A time there was, ..o
When every rood of ground maintained its man:
For him light labour spread her wholesome store
Just gave what life required, but gave no more :
His best companions, innocence and health ;
And his best riches, ignorance of wealth,

Goldsmith.
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Rar Naraiy Bose. (15qh.)

Ob lus many portraits given in this
volume, the one facing p. 64 probably taken
m 188g) s the most expressive.  The decp
pensive evebrows and steadv gaze are no
doubt brooding over man's infirmities, fook-
mg straight into the hearts of things, and
tearing off the masks of hypocrites. But
there are just a twinkle lurking in the eve,
a curve in the majestic sweep of the nose,
an clevation of the nostrils, which indicate
that the judge has mhuite humour and will
not be hard upon us, for he knows all and
has pity for all. The broad massive fore-
head marks out the stern champion of truth

and opponent of sham ;

; but the waving harr

and wealth of beard and moustache framing
the face betoken the patriarch standing on
an cthereal height whence he is looking
graciously down on frail men engaged in
their puppet-show of life. Such was Raj
Narain Bose, the Grand Old man of Baidva-
nath, with the record of a well-spent life
behind him and serenely facing the pros-
pect of eternity,
BABU JADUNATH SARKAR,

Moderu Revicae 1gog.
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“A great man is the product of a great age.”
A great man is not born without a great mission.”
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His Life.

Raj Narain Bose was born in September,
1826, at a village 12 miles from Calcutta.
He entered David Hare’s School at the
blissfu? dawn of English education in
Bengal, and thence in 1840 went up to the
old Hindu College, where he soon distin-

¥
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guished himself by his knowledge of English
and fondness for literature, and carried off
many prizes and scholarships. Perhaps,
there never was a College which contained
at the same time so many brilliant youths
all destined to attain to the highest eminence
in the various spheres of life, as the Hindu
College of that year. Among Raj Narain’s
fellow-students were Michel Madhusudan
Dutt, the poet, Peary Churn Sircar, the
educationist and temperance organiser,
Jnanendra Mohan Tagore, the first Indian
barrister, Bhudev Mukherji, sometime acting
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, Nil
Madhav Mukherji, the Doctor, Jagadish Nath
Roy, the first Indian District Superintendent
of Police, Gobinda Chandra Dutt, the poetic
father of Miss Toru Dutt, and many more.
And we can imagine no better proof of Raj
Nawan s intellectual powers than this that
in that troop of giants he was not the least
eminent. Leaving College in 1844 he
embraced Brahmgism and two years after-
wards engered thé service of the Adi Brahmo
Samaj, at: ‘first as English translator of the
"«“Upamshads In May 1849, he became Second
" English Teacher at the Sanskrit College,
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Calcutta, and thence in February 1851, he
joined Midnapur School as Headmaster.
This post he retained till March 1866, when
he was invalided, and these 16 years were
the crowning period of his active life.
Thereafter he travelled up country in quest
of health and at last settled at Baidyanath,
where his house became the Mecca of
Bengali reformers and lovers of literature,
attracted thither by the fame of his wonder-
ful humour and fond of anecdotes.
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Preacher of Nationalism.

To the largest circle of men, in fact to
all outside the Brahmo Samaj, Raj Narain
Bose was best known as a staunch old
Nationalist. The first fruits of English
education in Bengal were a disgust with
Indian dress, customs, religion, and even
language, and a passion for everything
English. Foremost among the Anglo-maniacs
stood Madhusudan Dutta, who used to say,
*“l can speak in English, write in English,
think in English, and shall be supremely
happy when I can dream English ! He abjured
his native faith, dress, society and even
name ; but with what result? His only
title to fame now is as a Bengal? poet | Ano-
ther was Jnanendra Mohan Tagore, who
gave up his home and kindred and settled
in England with the (courtesy) title of Prince
Tagore, and whose vast ancestral estates
are now being enjoyed by an English
attorney’s son named Ramsden.

To Raj Narain Bose belongs the credit
of heading the reaction against this spirit
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and preachmg the gospel of nationalism to
the educated public. A philanthropist to
the core of his heart, he still held

He who loves his country most
Is the truest cosmopolite,

Mr. Townshend of the Spectator or
Rudyard Kipling would probably p int the
finger of scorn at his actions as another
case of educated Indians “going fantee,”—
as the negroes of West Africa do, when they
suddenly discard civilised dress and ways
and revert to their ancestral barbarism with
unmixed glee, But in our eves there is no
nobler feature in the career of Raj Narain
than his passionate lhifelong endeavour to
diffuse among his less fortunate brethren
the new thoughts and new spirit which he
had got from his English teachers,— to raise
the entire Indian community to his own
level, instead of abjuring their society and
joining the “Ingo-Bangas” who tried to
pass themselves off as knglishmen and suc-
ceeded only in being mistaken for third—
rate Eurasians. Raj Narain’s everpresent
thought was ‘I am one of the people. How
can | make them realise our national one-
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ness 2’ For this as early as 1861 he proposed
the formation of a “Society for the Promo-
tion of National Feeling among the Edu-
cated Natives of Bengal” and a Ilindu Mela
or National Exhibiton, which were long
afterwards realised by his friend Navagopal
Mitra (pp. 83, 1710, 208, and 215). For this
he delivered his famous lecture on the
Superiority of Hinduism, which galvanised
the Indian society of the day and excited
ludicrous consternation and anger in Lal
Behari De and other dreamers of the vain
dream of nirvana in complete Anglicisation.
(Pp. 86—92). For this, Brahmo as he was,
he advocated a Universal Hindu League,
for uniting all parts of India on the platform
common to all sects. (See his pamphlet
Old Hindu’s Hope, 1889). For this he in-
sisted on the use of pure Bengali, and by
a fine of one pice for every English word
used penalised that mixture of Bengali and
English® in our familiar conversation of

* In this matter we may not go the entire length
of our hero’s honest enthusiasm. A verbal purist of an
earlier generation might have fined Raj Narain for
the many Arabic words used in his autobiography |
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whlch Rlsley has recently made such fun
in his People of India.

At his suggestion Jagadish Nath Roy
organised in 18735, the first College Reunion
or “Old Boys’ Day” of the Hindu College
(p. 205). How far Raj Narain was in
advance of his time will be shown by the
fact that the Presidency College formed
its Old Boys’ Association only in February
1909 | |

Before Swadeshi.

“Babu Raj Narayan Bose, a man of the
most striking and remarkable personality,
and one who realised in his life the nation-
alistic aspirations of our country long before
they found any definite or articulate expres-
sion among any considerable body of men.
He was called in his time ‘the grandfather
of Indian Nationalism,” and right well
did he deserve that name.

He lived at a time when Westen in-
fluences and Western culture were first mak-
ing head-way in the country, when their
glamour and fascination had laid under
its spell all young, ardent, and generous
minds, and when the best spirits of the
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land were eager to mould their national
life after the models of the West. But Raj
Narayan Bose, though he was himslf
steeped in the culture and education of
Europe, though his soul burned with a
generous enthusiasm to reform the social
abuses of his country, yet never lost the
balance and sanity of his mind nor shut
his eves to the superior spirituality of Hindu
civilization. He wrote and spoke most
forcibly on ‘The Superiority of Hinduism’
and on the sad contrast between the ‘Past
and Present’, established societies for the
conservation of the national principle, and
instituted measures for improving the
physique of the Bengalis. In all he said
and did, there was that passionate attach-
ment to his country and his race, that
strong resentment of the spurious affect-
ation of superiority on the part of an alien
people, which form a portion of that rich
heritage of intellectual capacity, moral
integrity, and spiritual fervour which......
that most remarkable and original old

But Raj Narayan Bose was something
more than the passionate and impulsive
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lover of his country ; and certainly he was
no man to cling blindly to the old, worn-
out rags of the past. His was a most
complex and composite personality ; and
together with his intense love for India
and things Indian, there was in his
character a hatred of all sham and
untruth, of whatever might hinder the
free development of a wvirile manhood
in the country. Thus there was realized
in his character that rare and curious
combination—the ardent, almost militant
defender of his country and the institu-
tions thereof dwelling side by side with
the aggressive social reformer who shocked
the effete orthodoxy of his time by the
plainness  of his speech and the directness
of his action.”
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. ‘Teacher and Reformer.

Raj Narain’s name is lovingly cherished at
Midnapur for his work as Head Master.
His heart was in his work, and like Gold-
smith’s village preacher he declined prefer-
ment elsewhere rather than leave his beloved
flock. *“In 1856, Mr. J. H. Young, Commis-
sioner of Burdwan, came on tour to Midna-
pur and was highly pleased with my School
and conversation. In the Annual Report he
recommended me for a Deputy Collectorship.
If 1 had set about a little [ could have got
the post. But I loved Midnapur so well that
1 declined to leave it. On Peary Churn Sircar
being promoted, the Director offered me the
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Headmastership of Hare School vacated by
him. But I again declined to leave my
w‘ivork of improving dear Midnapur....The
Director exclaimed about me, ‘Don’t talk of
him, he is a madcap ; he wants neither pay
nor promotion.” (p 105) [What higher proof
of disinterested love of duty can we imagine
“than this?] It was my principle as a teacher
to guide the boys by means of love. Early
in my career | inflicted corporal punishment
on one or two boys, but afterwards gave it
up altogether. While teaching them I used
to narrate instructive but interesting stories,
which drew their hearts to me. I never told
them the meaning of a passage outright,
but drew it out of them by questioning.
But I hear that now-a-days our College
-students are mere listeners, the professor
lectures and they take down notes. The
teacher does not ask them any question nor
do they ask him. I hate this system of
teaching. (P. 73) Besides establishing a
debating club for my boys, I constructed a
Racket Court for their physical exercise by
raising public subscriptions, without soli-
citing any aid from Government.”...During
the 16 years of his Headmastership the
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stredgyh of the School rose from 8o to 300
and the number of teachers doubled. Year
after year his boys carried off university
scholarships by competition. Nor were
his beneficent energies confined to the
School. He took a leading partin estab-
lishing a Girls” School, a Technical School,
a Temperance Association, a Publi¢ Library
and many clubs for public improvement in
various ways. No philanthropic project,
no scheme of reform, but had Raj Narain
among its promoters. What immense good
he did by reclaiming drunkards will be
seen from pp. 79—85. In the field of social
reform he was equally bold and active: the
3rd and 4th widow marriages celebrated by
Vidyasagar were arranged by Raj Narain
between his cousin and his brother and two
widows, in defiance of the entreaties of his
orthodox relatives and the threats of his
neighbours. “The people of my native
village cried out, ‘If Raj Narain Bose comes
here we shall stone him.” I replied, ‘That
would highly please me. I knew the
Bengali race to be apathetic. If they act
thus, [ shall conclude that on being con-
vinced of the utility of widow marriage they
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would support it as vigorously as they are
now opposing it.”’ (P. 100).
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Evolution of the Brahmo Samaj.

Raj Narain was one of the builders of
the Brahmo Samaj and its doughtiest con-
troversialists and sweetest preachers. In his
memoirs we get a very interesting and fresh
history of the evolution of modern Brahmo-
ism, and this history we shall review here.
Many who' took part in the controversy
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which shook and split up the new sect are
still ative, and the heat engcndered by it
has not yet entirely cooled. DBut the cause
of truth is best served by having a straight
talk, “extenuating nothing, setting down
naught in malice.” The present writer, as
one standing outside the Brahmo Samaj,
is best qualified to handle the subject with
a perfect detachment and freedom from the
suspicion of partisanship.

Ram mohun Roy, the founder of Brahmo-
ism, regarded himself as a Hindu, and his
creed as only the restoration of Hinduism
_to its pristine purity, just as the early
Protestants held themselves to be no schism-
aﬁ'cs,but the only true Christians. With him
the Vedas were revealed Scriptures, and
his followers call themselves Brahmajnani
. Hindus, or Vedantist Hindus (pp 6, 44 & 118)
The basis of their faith was the monotheism
free from idolatry which the Upanishads
taught. Caste was still observed (inter-
marriage and not interdining is the crucial
test of caste). Thus, the first group of
Brahmos merely abjured idol worship and
retained other Hindu beliefs and practices
almost intact,
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Here I may observe that if Brahmoism
meant mere negation of image-worship, it
could have claimed no originality, for such
a doctrine already existed in the bundle of
faiths labelled as Hinduism. The distinc-
tive merit of Brahmoism must, therefore, be
not 1its doctrinal side, not refusal to bend the
knee before idols,—for the dogma of mono-
theism was an old one in India. With what
new elements then has Brahmoism enriched
Indian life? My answer is, soczal and not
religious. First, the abjuration of caste in
practice, while clinging to an Aryan creed
and philosophy and rejecting (except in an
eclectic form) the Semitic faiths of Muham-
mad and Christ. Secondly, a close copy of
the religious and wmoral organization (not
dogma) of the Protestant peoples of North
Europe, viz., regular weekly religious service
in congregation, daily family prayer, a
scrupulous and ever vigilant protection of
children from indelicate words, sights and
literature, adult marriage (and the moral
restraint which it implies), persistent and
deliberate effort for the development of
character by systematic preaching and the
moral training of the young, the use of the



vernacular in rituals, and sermons at bap-

tism, niarriage and funeral,—tending to make
religion a part of daily lifeand to keep alive
in the heart an ever present consciousness
of it,—the enforcement of method and order-
liness in life, the letting in of “hght and
sweetness’” into poor homes by the artistic
culture of women folk. How very precious
the second is as a factor of race improve-
ment and how deeply though unconsciously
Brahmo homes are influencing Hindu ones,
- time will fully show. But [ can say that
thoughtful Hindus are heartily sick of the
religious’chaos and vacuity in which they
,have been left by the passing away of the
old order. Their priests and regular cere-
monies have disappeared, and no new sys-
tem, no organisation, has been founded for
regularly ministering to their spiritual wants,
especially the moral training of the young.
A few spasmodic efforts in this direction
have been made by Dharma Sabhas and
Gita Societies, but they have not yet hit
upon the right path. The organisation of
a new and regular ministry is the preblem
of Hinduism to-day, and the Brahmo Church
alone can throw light on its solution.
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Devendra Nath l‘agore began with a
compromise ; at his father’s funeral he
omitted to offer pindas (oblations to the
manes of the dead) but performed the dan-
sagar (gifts). “Many Brahman Brahmos
used to take off their sacred threads at pra-
yer, and immediately afrerwards resume
them !” (P. 63.) True, in 1850, a step for-
ward was taken: the revealed origin of the
Vedas was publicly denied. But it required
all Raj Narain’s exertions at Midnapur to
“make some Brahmos give up idolatrous
rites at their domestic ceremonies’ (p. 77).
Even Raj Narain defended caste: I
argued,—As every country and community
has and will have class distinctions in some
form or other, why blame the Indian caste
system ? Can you dine with your servant?
Ramtanu Lahiri replied,—Yes, if he washes
himself clean with soap” (p. 114). lhe
fallacy of Raj Narain’s analogy between
European classes and Indian castes must be
obvious to every thoughtful man. But he,
with other early Brahmos, clung desparately
to Hindu society and gloried in being called
a Hindu Brahmo (P. 89). “Babu Dakshina

Ranjan Mukherji (of Lucknow) was a
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Brahmo, but thought it enough to read the
Upaniskads and sing hymns at service, as
was the practice in Ram Mohun Roy’s days.
To him the Adi Brahmo Samaj was un-
Hindu. But this view of his was wrong.
How can we be other than Hindus as our
chief Brahmo Scripture is composed of
extracts from the Hindu Shastras?” (P. 118.)
This attitude of the Adi Samaj became
clearly defined in the difference with Kesav.

“In 1873 Devendra Nath Tagore intro-
duced into the Brahmo Samaj as much of
the ancient thread-investiture as could well
be. In this new ceremony the novice was
initiated 1n the Gayatri spell and invested
with the sacred thread. If in Europe aris-
tocrats can signify their high birth by wear-
ing rampant lions on their coats of arms, I
see no harm in such of our Brahmos as
are of Brahman birth wearing the sacred
thread'as a token of their being spiritual
aristocrats, the descendants of ancient
Rishis...... We should only see to it that
no connection is kept with idolatry.
Devendra Babu invested his younger sons
Somendra and Rabindra with the sacred
thread. All the ceremonies of the Brahmanic



3o &Sy VAT |

AN M f A A A TN NN NN S

Y A A TV

religion were observed [at the time] except
idol worship. That day on my return to
Calcutta from a village I went straight into
the hall where the ceremony was being
performed, as I did not know that [Devendra
Babu] had forbidden non-Brahmans to enter it.
Had I known of it I should not have sat
down in the hall.” (P. 199).

Now, 1t 1s well-known that Devendra
Nath Tagore was opposed to the inter-
marrage of castes. But it is news to us that
he figured in the role of a high-priest of
pagan Greece standing on the temple steps
and shouting to non-Brahmans, ‘Hence,
avaunt, ye profane herd! Ye cannot enter
the shrine !” Brahmanic pride and contempt
for the “lower castes” comes with better
grace and greater logic from a stout old
Hindu such as Bhudev Mukherji (see p. 121)
than from the “Great Sage” of the Common
Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man.

We, however, do not presume to blame
Devendra Babu. We know how hard it is to
cut one’s self adrift from old moorings and
sail into unknown waters. Still, we must
admit that the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj
alone represents the logical development of
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Brahmonsm-, and that thexr is no half-way
house or halting place between it and (old)
Hinduism, as the Adi and even Indiap
(Bharatbarshiya) Samajes fondly imagined.

Kesav Chandra Sen got disgusted with the
Hindu leanings of the Adi Samaj. Raj
Narain, the best exponent of that church,
writes, “I consider the method of the Adi
Samaj as the best for preaching Brahmoism
among the Hindus. Brahmosim ought to
be propagated in India on the basis of the
sublime Vedas and Vedant.” (P. 132) The
Kesav-ites drew their inspiration from the
Quran and the Bible; as Kesav’s licutenant
said in a Town-hall speech, “We are
Christianised Hindus and Hinduised Chris-
tians.” But, to continue the narrative in
Raj Narain’s own words.—

““Kesav Babu answered, ‘l am ready to
say that we are nol Hindus.’ ... What a sad
day it was on which Kesav Babu said so.
That day, as it were, two brothers quarrelled
and parted company. One brother remained
in the ancestral house, v7z.,, Hindu society;
the other left its fold.” (P. 186).

"Kesav opened a new Church, and this
was the second step in advance. Butalas! as
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surely as fame is the last mﬁrmlty of noble
minds, man-worship « or avatarism is the
first infirmity of ignoble minds. The
separatists in their new Tabernacle were
seized with a very old Indian disease : they
began to worship Kesav and Pratap as new
Prophets and mediators between lesser
mortals and God! Then followed scenes
which made every sane Brahmo blush in
shame and every unbeliever roar with
laughter. “After the service [in the Cawn-
pur Theistic Church] every Brahmo present
clasped the feet of Protap Mazumdar and
cried, ‘Save me, lord! ‘Intercede with God
for me!” Then they came, as if ashamed,
to clasp my feet. I slid back squatting and
shouted ‘Don’t do it, it is improper.” Dr.
A. K. De smiled at the scene (P. 134)...
When Kesav Babu went to Simla wvia
Monghyr, his disciples announced thart he
was an avatar. It was at Monghyr that he
first developed into an avatar. To those who
questioned him he replied, ‘I will not stem
the current of their faith.” ... One day I was

® The worship of an avator is quite different from the
Carlylean hero worship.
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t‘xlkmis wnth Devendra Nath Tag,ore about
Kesav as an avatar, when he remarked,
‘I wonder why Kesav is ambitious of the
rank of an avatar. In this country the Fish
and the Tortoise too are worshipped as
avaiars.! ... When Kesav Babu alighted at
Allahabad on his return from Simla, there
was quite a scene on the platform as his
disciples rushed to clasp his feet and those
of each other, while the European station-
master looked on in amazement.” (P. 136)
Evidently the latter gentleman thought,
‘Scratch a Brahmo and you will find a
Hindu’’

Then came the Kuch Bihar marriage,
when principle was sacrificed to expediency,
* # # » Kesav claimed that he
had acted under inspriration. But one must
live in the age of miracles to believe that
this inspiration had come from on high.
The logical consequence of avatarism foll-
ed the death of Kesav : the alter from which
he used to preach was pronounced sacred
and Pratap was prevented with unspiritual
weapons from occupying it, lest it should
be defiled! The argument was presumably
the same as the Shia contention that Ali,
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the heir-at-law of Muhammad, was the true
successor of the Prophet and that the first
three Khalifas were usurpers, i. ¢., the head-
ship of religion is heritable like private
property and the Founder’s heir enters into
possession of the Church “with the live stock
in it.” Among the Hindus the alter on
which an idol has been installed thenceforth
becomes too holy to be ocupied by men.
Kesav’s alter was similarly guarded from
the defiling touch of Pratap or any other
mortal. The difference between these two
kinds of idolatry is not obvious to any in-
tellect to which the light of the New Dis-
pensation has not been vouchsafed.

Then the Sadharam Brahmo Samaj was
formed in protest. It must have wrung Raj
Narain’s heart to see the infant church split
up again, and the brethren hastening to
fulfil the proverb, Tén Kanaujia terah chulah
(three Kanauji Brahmans require 13 separ-
ate cooking-places between them).”
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“ Why and how it is we know not, but it is a fact,
that with his Mohabharat and Subhunkar, his coarse
Dhuti and clumsy slippers, the old venerable looking
Brahmin of Bhatpara was a healthy, strong and stout
specimen of humanity, but the modern Baboo with
his Shakespeare and Milton, his china-coat and tight
boots his Municipality and Bahadurship, is a sorry,
shrunken creature, a fit illustration of dyspepsia, whose
income only goes to fatten the doctor and the
druggist. The Nuddea Pandit in days gone by used
to eat voraciously both smriti and luchis, doing justice
to both and proving beyond a doubt that his stomach
was as capacious as his brain and his muscles as
vigorous as his intellect. But look at those Lilliputian
bipeds, crawling out of the Senate-house after passing
matriculation examination, looking as if they had
meant to go to the adjoining Hospital, but had by
mistake entcred the Senate house. The greater the
civilization and academic culture, the more emaciated
and sickly looks the product of our university.”'*

“Iq @q2 & i @3F0 s3I0y AR
Ifes +itfa 1 fog (a3 @it sfaaa
@ (7 IAT TGS @ wTEA WA, B ¢f
e yfasyd sBgsl ~faqid, SHeirer waretaw

* Indian Mirror, Sunday Edition. 15th December
—1878.
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