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‘....Try to Think lelmly, dearest, try to listen to your heart,
try to feel and you will decide everything in the right way.

As for myself, I must say that I have decided everything for
my artis such a way that I cannot, cannot decide otherwise. stop
torturing yourself, darling—not others, but yourself—because
you are suffering a hundred times than anyone.’
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Some say a hod of horsemen others of infantly and others
of ships, is the most beautiful thing on the dark earth, but I
say, it is what you love. Full easy is to make this understood
of one and all ; for she that far surpassed all mortals in
beauty, Helen her most noble husband, deserted and went
sailing to Troy, with never a thought for ther daughter and
also her dear prents. [Cypria]
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Wherefore I wail alike for Thee and for my hapeless self
with grief at heart, for no longer have I anyone beside in broad
Troy That is gentle to me or kind but all men shudder at me.
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eF AN T3 e IAF SIS FrAres, ‘Indian
life and thoughts and Indian literature in ancient, medieval and
modern times (until very recently) have remain imbedded in
the Upanishads, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, and the
Purans. Without a knowledge and appreciation of these, no
knowledge and appreciation of Indian literature, even for the
modernage, is possible.

Their great works have exercised a tremendous fascination
on the Indian mind for some 2000 years and more, and left a
profound influence on all Indian literatures. Infact, these works
are India : and in all the languages of India and their literatures.

It is the content and the spirit of the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, and the Purans, with the Upanishads and the
Dharmashastras in the background, they have found and are
still finding their full play and their natural abode.

They have moulded the life and literature of India and
constitute the greatest literary heritage of the country, the
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cultural unity of India, ancient medieval and modern has been
primarily nurtured through them.’

[Cultural Heritage of India, Volume-V]
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women East and West’ &% @ ©It33 I FACA °... We met
gentler women like Sita and Andromache, Emer and
Madhair. They are beautiful yet faithful, gentle yet strong,
patient and enduring. They stand out from the epic canvas in
warm, glowing colours ; they are the sort of women we
would like our younger sisters and daughters to be. Sita is the
model Indian wife, faithful to her husband in the most difficult
and trying circumstances, sharing the hardships of exile
voluntarily, enduring the ignomity of captive by Ravana.’
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-Sita’s kidnapping filled Rama With sorrow, and at the false
report of her death Ram appeared to be overwhelmed with
grief, and fell to the earth as a tree falls when its roots are
severed :

But when she was brought back he said that he suspected
her fidelity and would not take her back... this sudden reversal
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of Rama’s feelings... is sufficient proof that the whole incident
is clumsy interpolation.
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The modern is blinded by the glamour of noble ideas in

democracy and its social usefulness in the near past and

nobody dares to proclaim.
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She is the woman in home, the wife and mother whose
separation is not from her children, in the company of her
husband, as in the case of Draupadi, or with her children from
her husband as happened to Sita, but whose husband is
separated from her and from his home and sons. Penelopels
struggle to be faithful to her husband perhaps only her
husband’s memory and to her son lasts the greater part of
twenty years, and despite doubt and hesitation and well-high
intolerable pressure, her fidelity triumphs and meets its reward.
Here is a faithfulness that is comparable with Sita’s devotation
to Rama and Rama’s sons.’
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the roles of epic women as instruments of justice, goddesses of
sovereignty and mothers of warriors.’
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‘...Helen was in search of a competent bedmate. That
caused the Trojan war with its devdsting slaughter of the
“Flower of Chivalry”. Helen was not a victim of ‘theft.” The
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most bautiful, frivolous, totally and certainly unfaithful to her
husband Helen left the palace herself for having free and often
sex with youthful handsome, fresh-faced Paris.

...The frivolity of the bored Helen at Troy is ultimately
responsible for the death of Patroclus and Achilles, of Priam
and Hector and countless other warriors of gigantic stature...’
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of Mahabharat’s Draupati Homer tries to show clearly all
sides of the character Helen, allthough both the epic ladies
caused devasting consequences (Epic women : East and West
M. Hughes).
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But without the Helen element, even it be no more than an
ellusion, a dream, a nightonare, the ultimate in Maya, there had
been no Iliad, possibly no Odyssey either and the Draupadi
mystery of the Mahabharata or Sita-harana of Ramayana in
its journey Westward would have skipped one of its most
elaborate and poetic transformation.
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Homer paints a potgnant lonely picture of Helen in Troy.
She is filled with self-distaste and regret for what she has
caused by the end of the war, the Trojans have come to hate her.
When Hector dies in the war, she is the third mourner at his
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funcral, and she says that, of all the Trojans, Hector and priam
alone were always kind to her.—‘wherefore I will alike for thee
and for my helpless self with grief at heart, for no longer have
I anyone beside in broad Troy that is gentle to me or kind, but
all men shuddeer at me.’
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There can be little doubt that in some way the destinies of
these three women—Sita, Draupadi and Helen—, so different
in their geographical and social settings, are closely linked in
some far-off deeply held conviction of the race that the gods
were determined to destory martial prowess on the earth. These
women are the instruments of this annihilation in their three
distinctive cultures : Indian, Graeco-Trojan and Gaelic.

The reason for this hostility between the gods and heroes
is outside the scope of this study. That there is here some
transcendent order to which the human reality is subordinated
there can be no doubt and this pattern which transcends human
judgement and values is at the core of the epic-vision.’
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She had shame for the cowardice of Paris.
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be fiery and angry when the situation called for it, but she still
had a compassionate nature. She knew all the servants in the
palace by name and they affectionately called her ‘Bahurani’.
She encouraged people to face life with the same inner strength
that she did

For example, after Abhimanyu’s death, she consoled his
grieving widow Uttara, by reminding her of the cause for which
Abhimanyu gave his life. She encouraged Uttara to gather her
strength for the sake of her and Abhimanyu’s child, whom she
was carrying at the time.

After the war Draupadi looked after Gandhari with respect
and affection even though Gandhari’s sons had wronged her in
SO many ways.’
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‘The raging Ocean that covered everything was engulfed in
the total darkness and then God commanded ‘Let there be light,
and the light appeared.’
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I | ‘New objects, new ideas, new doles of behaviour breed
new images which in their turn necessiate new style... Butitis
none the less true that like webster, we are much possessed by
death ; and itis also true, and important, that our poets see death
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“Lo, he thinks that he shall never suffer evil in time to
come, while the Gods give him happiness, and his limbs move
lightly.

But when, again, the blessed Gods have wrought for him
sorrow, even so he bears it, as he must with a steddfast
heart, for the spirit of man upon the earth is even so as
their day ; that comes upon them from the father of Gods
and men.”
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