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Garland AR L& SAoR giiem ffeem,
It was my loving and revered father, Maharshi Devendra Nath
Tagore, who prepared me for my life’s career by giving e an
education unusual for Hindu girls of those days. Still, but for
the help and encouragement given to me by my beloved
husband, I do not think that it would have been possible for
me to venture so far. It was he who moulded and shaped me
in the tashion that the outside world knows to-day, and under
his loving guidancc I passed through stormy waves of literary
life as easily and pleasantly as a good swimmer through a
rough sea. And though he is not present with me in the body
to-day. yet his benign spirit still works in me and through me,
and I feel his helping hand in every struggle and hear his
prompting voice in each good resolution.
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The little book of poetical tales is a novelty in Bengali literature,
and a novelty. the charms of which challenge our sincere
admiration. The poetry is the poetry of genuine heart-felt pathos—
—powerful from 1ts subhumity and affecting from its tenderness.
There is not a word or image in the Gathas to disturb the
placid tenor of sacred melancholy that pervades it, nor an idea
or conception to break our dream of soft communion with
something holy and far removed from earth. Lest we should be
decmed to rhetorical, we give below a rather loose translation
of a picture drawn by the writer of an unhappy girl—lost, 1n
the reveries of her sorrow and pains...’
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