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UJANEE*

The story is recited, in ballad form, in a small
Bengalee book called ‘UJANEE’ by a young Bengalee,
poet, Babu Kumudranjan Mallik. Itisa vet:y recent
publication, and 1 sincerely thank the author for sending
me a copy of it. ¥ ¥ * Bengalee literature is very rich
in poetry, * * * Babu Kumudranjan Mallick has, I think
very clearly established his right to an honoured place in
this Temple of Fame. FHe has not yet given us many
poems, but the few that he has given, have in them not
merely a high promise but a very great fulfilment also
in the realm of the poetic art. Poetry has been defined
in our literature as Rasatmakam Vakyam —X@Tas I1%719
i.e., words the very soul of which are the human cmo-
tions. Judged by this definition, Babu Kumudranjan's
booklet deserves a very high place in our poetical
literature, And the superiority of his poems lies
especially in their homeliness and simplicity. e shows
almost with a master’s hand the simple grandeur of
the inner soul of the unlettered Bengalee cultivator,
whose whole life is lived in the midst of his own
family and relations, in his humble hut, shaded by the
outspreadmg branches of the mango or the Jack-frunt

*U)mw -Ry l\nmudrany\n Mdhk B.A l’uhlulud by the Indix
Press, 24, Middle Road, Entally, Calcutea,
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trees ; covered with green, flowering creepers ; protected
from the impartinent and unsympathetic gaze of
the stranger by thick bamboo bushes at the back and
the perpetually flowering javia, and other trees and
creepers in front. \Ve have had in our old poems, the
holy amours of the gods. In our more modern
poems we have had exquisite delineations of the
complex and refined life and emotions of the men
and women of our cities. But 1 do not know if
with the exception of Mukundaram among our old
and Rajanikanta among our modern poets, any one
has tried, Jike Babu Kumudranjan, to paint with
such faithfulness to details and such keen penetra-
tion into their inner soul, the life and love of our
villages.  Almost each one of the pictures that he
has painted with such exquisite delicacy in this small
book, is a revelation to me. And it shows that. after
all, there is more real life and love in the unlettered,
and unshirted and unshoed, unsoaped and unscented,
“unreformed " and “unenlightened ” Bengalee villagers
than in our carpeted and cushioned hybrid homes and
city communities. Notwithstanding all our tall talks
about civilisation and humanity, we city-people, are an
incomparably meaner and coarser lot than the simple
folks of our distant villages. Babu Kumudranjan has
rendered a very signal service to his country and his
generation, by giving us these lovely studies of the
beauty and grandeur of our village life and associations,
for it is these that must really form the plinth and
foundation of our new and revived national life.
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Ujdnee is the name of a village in the Burdwan
District. In naming his book after this village, the
author wants us evidently to know and love his
village and all its simple folks. In fact he savs in the
short preface, that most of the incidents related here
are drawn from life. “ It is the petty history of our
petty village. They are commonplace pictures of
»cg.mmonplace lives.” The young poet says all this
in a spirit of humility, But they are nontheless true.
And to my mind, this very commonplace character of
the scenes and incidents that he has depicted with such
exquisite skill, makes this bnok far more enjoyable and
valuable than even the most attractive picture of our
city-flirtations. In reading these poems one has the
same sensation that the city-man living all his days
in the close and dusty streets of his town feels, when,
after long months, he goes out for a week-end to the
green fields and the wide wastes, and scents the mango
blossoms and hears the chirping of the hirds and the
chorus of rushing streams. [ do not want the author
to write many books, for 1 believe that who writes much
must write lies. But I do desire to see him as one of
the greatest poets of the New Renaissance in Bengal.

Ujanee contains 32 poems, each a sweet little pic-
ture in itself. I wish I could translate a good many of
these in these pages. But time and space forbid the
attempt. | shall, therefoie, content myself by just
giving a prose rendering of the first poem Chandali.

An old and lame Paria woman, to see the Divine
Face of Jagannath on the Car, by herself she walks
slowly and slowly along the Midnapore Road.
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All throngh the day she only walks just a mile or
two : what strange vow has she made-—a hundred-two-
miles’ distance from her home she wants to go to
Puridham.

Group after group the Puri-pilgrims go.  Who takes
note of his fellows? She falls behind them all, unable
to walk up with them.

At last, when of the Car-Festival only two short
days remained, with great pains she came at eve near
the town of Katak.

Whither goest thou, old woman? Asked a way-
farer of her. Going, my son, to see the lLord on the
Car, the woman said.  Softly smiling the stranger said
—How shalt thou go, old woman ; at break of day the
festival comes, bow wilt thou see?” [Iearing this, in
sudden anger, the Paria woman said—" A long way
yet lies before me, and how darest thou to say at
break of day, tomorrow, the festival comes: this cannot

Laoghed the way-farer and said---Yes it is even so.
Walk, mad woman, walk: if thou art not there who
the Car will draw.”

The old woman slept. At break of day, she rose
sand told herself—let’s go on now. But pain there
was in both her legs: she had not the power to rise.

Oh the pain! She cannot walk, yet she crawls on

and on. To see the Divine Face on the Car. the old
woman thus moved along.
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Devotees all have gathered at Puri, it is the day
of the Car-Festival. The Lord of the Poor has got upon
the Car, adorned in new dresses.

But.what is this? Strange and unheared-of-before !
The .Car of the Lord moveth not, though the ropes are
being drawn by millions of devotees, and the road is
plane and dry. Elephants were brought and tied to
the ropes, yet the Car stood as fixed as ever.

Lost in anxiety, trembling with fear, with tears
rolling down his cheeks, the chief of the Pandas fell
prostrate on the ground, and in his trance saw a mighty
Bhakta drawing the Car backwards,

As long the selfsame Bhakat touches not the front
rope of the Car, a thousand clephants might be called
to work, yet the wheels would not move by even the span
of an inch.  This he saw in his trance.

Out ran the hosts of Pandas in search of that
mighty Bhakat. They brought mendicants many in
their loin-cloth, many a saint and Vaishnava bedecked
in Tilaka and wrapped in Ndmdhalee, and many a holy
Brahmin too. But at touch of none that mighty Car
would move even by the measure of a sesamum seed.

Searching near and searching far, at a long way off,
at last, the Chief of the Priests saw, alas, a lame, old
woman going Puri-wards.

The old woman crawls, and m'uv]mc, moves. Asks
the Pricst,—“ To whose door goest thou, woman, in
this scoarching sun, to heg for alms ?"
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“ The heated sands are burning thy feet, thy eyes
are filled with tears. Take this silver, and go and rest
under yonder banyan tree.”

The old woman says,—*“Tell me, father, when is
the Festival of the Car. I want no silver. [ long to
see the Divine face on the Car, for this alone [ am
moving in the sun.”

Thus addressed, the Brahmins burst out in tears
and took the old woman up in his arms.  And crying
at the top of his voice “ | have found,” “ I have found,”
—ran along the road to Puri.

The bewildered woman cried—*I.eave me, leave
me, Father, a polluted Pariah woman 1.”

“ Let me take the dust off thy feet, Mother, thou
art the Guru of my Guru.! the Brahmin replied.

Then, of a sudden, the pilgrims shouted,—Victory !
Victory ! There comes the chief Priest, lo! witha lame
woman in his arms!

Fixed that Car, now commenced to move, so soon
the old woman put her hand on it. In wild ecstasy
the multitudes cried :—Blessed ! blessed ! Jagannith”

\With tearful eyes, with million wvoices, cried a
million souls :—

True, True, Art Thou, The Lord of the Poor,
Hari! the Bhakta’s Bhagavan!

BiriN CliANDRA PAL,
Hindu Review.
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