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1. Mohammed was born on the 12th of Rabi. I. in the
year of the Elephant, a little more than fifty days after the
destruction of the Abyssinian army, or the 29th of August
570.

— The Spirit of Islam ; Syed Ameer Ali ; p.8

2. ltwas in his time Hijaj was invaded by a large
Abyssinian army under the command of Abraha, and as this
chief on his march towards Mecca rode an elephant, an
animal the Arabs had never seen, the year is which the
invasion took place (A.C. 570) is called in Arab traditions
the ~Year of the Elephant.” The invading force was des-
troyed, partly by an epidemic and partly by a terrible storm
of rain and hail that swept over the velly where the Abyssi-
nians were encamped.

— History of Saracens ; Ameer Ali Syed ; p. 7.

3. Muhammed was born in the year of the Elephant, the
year of Abrahah’s unsuccessful expedition against Mecca.

— Muhammed At Mecca ; W. M. Watt ; p. 33.

4. The incident is said to have taken place in the year
of the birth of the Prophet ( 570 or 571 ), which year has
been dubbed ‘am al-fil, the year of the elephant, after the
elephant which accompanied Abrahah on his north-ward
march and which greatly impressed the Arabians of Hijaj
where elephants has never been sesn. The Abyssinian
army was destroyed by small-pox, -the small pebbles”
(Sijjil) of the Koran. «

=( 105 : 1-3, see al-Tabari, Tafsir Al-Qur’an ( Balag,
1329) Vol. XXX, p. 193 ; Ibn Hisham, Sirah, p. 36).
— History of the Arabs ; Philip K. Hitti ; p. 64.
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® : They arrived safely in Quba on the edge of Medinan

oasis on the 12th. Rabi | (=24 September 622).
—Muhammad At Macca ; W. Montgomery Watt ; p. 151.

5 : He entered the city on the morning of friday, the

16th. of Rabi. 1.,
—The Spirit of Islam ; S. A. Ali ; p. 49.
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1. Two years after the miraculous journey a deputation
of about seventy five men invited Muhammad to make
Medina his home. In that city of the jews, who were look-
ing forward to a Messiah, had evidently prepared their
heathen compatriots for such a claiment. Muhammad
allowed two hundred followers to elude the vigilance of the
Quraysh and slip quietly into Medina his mother’s native
city ; he himself followed and arrived there on september
24, 622. Such was famous Hegira —not entire by a «flight’,
but a scheme of migration carefully considered for some
two years. Seventeen years later the Caliph Umar designa-
ted that lunar year (beginning July 16) in which the hegira
took place as the official starting-point of the Muslim era.

—The Arabs ; Philip K. Hitti ; p. 26.

2. In groups, some 200 men, including those that had
come back from Abyssinia, thus proceeded to Yathrib, on
the 24th of September, 622, Mohammed, who was the last
to leave Mekka with his people, met his followers at Quba,
to lead the entry into Yathrib. This is the celebrated Hegira
from which dates the Muslim era. It is a turning-point in
the life and work of the Prophet—the great turning-point
in the history of Islam.

— The Arab Civilization ; Joseph Hell ; p. 22,
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3. Most of the Muslims in Mecca then began to migrate
to Medina in small groups, Muhammad himself comming
last with Abu-Bakar and reaching the south of the QOasis of
Medina on 24 September. Thus completed Hijra, the brea-
king of ties between the Muslims and the kinsmen at Mecca.

—What is Islam ; W. Montgomery Watt ; p. 101.

4. The prophet sent the Mussalmans to Madinah and
himself with his companion and friend Abu Bakar left one
night his native city. He escaped the persuit of the Quraysh
idolators and reached Yathrib, his mother’s native city, on
September 24, 622 A.D. The departure of the Prophet
from Makka to Yathrib (Madinah) is known as Hijrat.

The Hijrat is not a flight, but a scheme of migration
carefully considered for two years. Hijra Era is reckoned
from the Hijrat. It was introduced by Caliph Umar in 637
A.D.

— A Short History of Islam ; Dr. A. Rahim ; p. 28.

6. The order and dating of some of the separate ex-
peditions is the other main point of dispute. Ibn Ishaq
gives a number of dates, but the first complete chronology
is that in al-Waqidi, The best course is that adopted by
Leone Caetani, namely, to follow al-Waqidi as a general
rule where there are discrepancies between him and lbn

Ishaq. (2) Shiite leanings of aleWaqidi presumably do not
effect his chronology.

A B C

Date(3) Destination or name.

A H A.D. o

1 622

7 16,7 Beginning of era of Hijrah,
1243 24,9 Hijrah, arrival in Quba,

2. The descrepancies are discussed by Caetani, Ann. i
466, 519f, 675, 577, ii 509 f, & c. The following list
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is based on his Annali; cf. his chronographia Islamica,
Paris, 1912, i.

Heavier type indicates years and normal type months,
The day of the month is occasionally placed before a
stroke ; thus 16/7 means the 16th day of the seventh
month (thatis, in Christian dates, July). Where the
disagreement between the Muslim and Christian months

was slight, it has been neglected.
— Muhammad At Medina ; W.M, Watt ; P, 339-340,
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688 MT ;AW NT > @FIAIT ANFIME GWYR YR
NBIRT SLE GAIR SFAIF WF fomaY A1 8B, OIF ANY
¢88 % AT *MTIH (@ IAE AGA AW v B |
b3 QB TS (A2)-9F TH! AP AT AT
TN BT AYOE GO AFHIT  AIFIT 6T ITW Lo
wiE e Ewarea MY o9 29 AT FIE > srErans
AFT TAB 968 ME Tudt 71 23O & |

BIAA SRETS FA TN GIATR oAfe 51E [qe
T A | AT BIHF RGN el @ (WD 08 i
a3¢ ANG BIAA ALFW It (B wee i fRed W
sl oEfwers s ApEw ;A | BE JF I FTAN TN
a3t il ar Ay ARI GF S>3 MIFT T AINF |
wefle, aFf3 AR F1 ANE WA AP FIAY AW A OTU-
IEZ GBS doy MA AT | @AM, BIX NF AFAIF (B
s5Y R 4R Qo A1 ewfEe wF AINF 1 A i
Ted 9 5w WA g Afgre wow 383 @3

B e o= sifagre 5eg 8
253 B X 53 A =928 WA |

a% 9e8 fiad oig @l <IN I 5IHIT | B wold
BI® O :0% Gilg (o Q0@ U 1 O W Al [ 19,
azfld 1@ g AIPTET | S T-B1 wu fIfaB wefie
awfB T =z mrF 913 28 B =1, af BT wJng ¢

woff 517 =3 5> TTIF INB ALY TTHE 3
9o X d=Wwo i |

1317,
wwofl (Al X :8 fafas,
=pw8o I |
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a¥= rv8o fafap + wo fafap,

=588 b1 |
o7
586 TeBI+38 Q~BT,
=y |
AT,

FRAIT Vvo—y i,
=pIEAHT ©¢8 i 1
QY, 9% GIFICT T ALY IW 5I1F © (Nt ILAA SIASTW
50§ = tarst FA1 1A, OIRIS AAT IR 3
B1® IR a8 MT + o503 =,
=l I wves W
T, 98 QIE,
WE Ay wwe MI—ovy M,
=5im A 9e8 T

qinte fa@B1 A cifafie smmy aulEaT IS
A vue W ¢ B-B1 8v AAB W s | WAIF pHFAIT
pv-3fErs armeas R[RUim 32 s (b o3 Tiw aze
BT JIRAT W) T AT 96 MR b T-B1 8y [AfNEa vl
@

wo a7 s Tw (=dvo MR) a2 > fwa o> T
(=598 M=), @Wie, B we8 A BN ¥ sfes w1
TEANA  AZS T AT T QR NFIF 20T oo} = el
LA 97 BEE) o1HIE 4G HIwmH qAFiy AT =% @3g
fafon iw fafen At wimg fafen wabRit snfae o
IS | A1 BT Qe AN A1 qOISIN AeF fFEy
IF@S FHA A 5y o A% fTHRt 8% Al AfSLT I
AL (WPR oW, }F, OF IF fRWI iGN A AT gIag |
YB3 @ IS A% N6 TAS T |

BEaw (I8 GEd M3 Gedfs ark NI FAES,
TR ST I AT W, THAco T3 (wdg K] T=a o
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31 ©F I AT AGTT TTME | BHFAGST ABF TR (A
BYY 9w gEaw wiEt (F1g)-a7 gl WAANR  [REASE
FNIRAF RN IR @ TG 7 46w gy, af §FR
wol | foy JEpE B ww w, REATT M Ny Kud =
Bl Tl I QIR | SR SIAFE AT & YRR AR
Q%= HIFNT AR gFe @ T SWITNAR AT SFF
s oifx w11 &fegia (aE WINAl RGA ML oA @
Besfea wytsita (oA swgad M QI TBAT AR | 7l
7R 3
o1 fowatez M |
R BHER A9[AT BPF W |
01 fewdl IR FREHa FEIS 9% &T
@17 a8 oA el M @ BT UT-Fo  SrAYBHN
fzoal 73 51017 Bfoginee NAANTSIR AN FAIF T4
eag sl A e i [Ive fbelg sud Harg
AT TFIM FQT 3
O BHATA UR=(A17317, >38 Af2®=7 Widzia,
R8T BT, WRR AR |
R RERAY el eFA TR=8F1F, off YRIAIT,
LB gAIE, W ATEIHR
=g MNAFT ¢ AN b iR
© | fowd) 77 AGE[I FEE agem fa=so gxifues
SIS, wou ANTBIA |
8 This is the Hijrah or migration of the prophet ;
~hegira” is an old transliteration, and ~flight” an
inaccurate translation. The first day of the Arabian
year in which the Hijrah took place, 16 July, A. D.
622, was later seleced on the beginning of the
Islamic era.
— Muhammad At Macca ; W. Montgomery Woatt. ,
p. 145. (Tab. 1207-32 ; Ibn Hisham, 286.325).
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¢ | Under the advice of Ali, Omar also established the
era of the Hegira.

—History of Saracens : Ameer Ali Syed ; p. 7.
IR Ay I JA% FonArw A6 IT AT AT
FAT AT | APY IS 0B WA TOYF IT *owrd
A9 2SR BEe Ay M a7 ATwE @gie FArq 7=
afeb1a w0 vor YITBIET AT @NF () I F W Fais
ogo FA1 T, OUG ZIIG IHNIN (F13) FPF TRAIN AA
[ 35 wFET a2 fGAgEwd AN W NN G IAQ A%
WA @3¢ TIIS WEN (A13) IPT TS IREAR (A12)-9%
T T NG RERACT GBANS FAIA FF AT GHR
TEa 7R SRGET AT AR IR | SfogifHE IBAnE
BT A g7 FAC AT WHATTLA Z(OB TN T aR a19
I F oG SOV ANS fAAEB A1 7W, O] GAR TS
Y (F13) FE F RFASAABANT AISIAN AIGAATG A TA

a1 5y IBAT @ POF @I ALY IFWET AFAIF |

ooy @GPy IS TS AUABIT 9F A WA AW
=, T3S (513) WH! @ VT RHIG AT (AT, SR
R0 WIBTIE, (WGHIS QT OeBEF, Y2 YIUBIRT |
ASRTE B Wiz @ @, GEaea T s ZuEd
AT SO RFWAE || AIHCE, TG AW (A13)-97 s@ATMS
WA TAAN WA (20F IF 9T BF FAT [ | AT,
freatea e i adie 538 afada @y, 2801 Die-Bea,
w33 AN (RITAIF (NF I, O 7 WA AB Fr i
toF wele, SAN YRIAW (AF I oNIF qF SFIF, >FAL
7RI, Su% AR LR WMEBNAR REN ARA ARG
pTe] FAT TCE |

a3, AT (Ai2)-a7 T FEREA MR 0 e
5 SIS HEEER ST (WAL IPAT A ST AII AT T4,
gae FEFA @A TR TS TN ARG LZAIT WA (WFR
(g} 7 o1 AEToA ACH OBrale a%ed TG [UgA AW
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QI AN A7, Gext o Ty (YEF WAANH TR 4ACS
a3 1 IRF o wARg ewa Iwra) AfEvsE Ty Fe
mAA {fegiong Tt Sy

ABAIE MHAST g 2 9 v M AN (WIE TRY
AN RAMFFER (I18)-27 oA GAANT A YRIAT
T @3t @O of st zege e R wwi (IN)-a3

EIFIOT 69 W WP GH AT oot @F THE, @
AT BNET wP T YT FAT1 [P (A1 -aF

TE T TR foFAwT MeT FTud A RS
o917 FE 29w wia g wRoifEg (@) o

R 59 AT T2QAT TNLEINNY FR7 FIST, A6
G SIS FOMF AANF S wrErm fras) @y
afsm 8 9% ‘ovF FIFT’ a7 Hee) wRmB sukre e
oz YWUA @ AARAT (417 THS AT ¢

1. 1t happened that in 16 A. H. Omar was one day
presented with a draft on which was written one word Sha’-
ban. Omar asked how he should Know wheather Sha’ban
of the previous year was meant or of the current one. There-
upon he called the consultant assembly, at which all promi-
nent companions were present, and the question of fixing
an era was discussed. Most of those present sugaested
that the Persian method should be adopted. Hormuzan,
the king of Khozistan who has embraced and settled down
Madinah, said that the method current in his country called
Mahruz was convenient as it indicated both the day and
the month. The question arose next as to the date from
which the era was to commence. Ali suggested it should
be begin from Hijra and all agreed to it The Holy Prophet
had migrated in the month of Rabi-Ul-Awwal when the year
had already run two months and eight days. The era should
have started thus from Rabi-Ul-Awwal. But as the year
began in Arabia with the month of Muharrum, the date was
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pushed back two months and eight days and the era was
made to commence from the beginning of the year.

— Magrizi, Vol, |, p. 284 ;

chapter Xlll, introduction of the Hijri calender,

Omar The Great ; Vol. ll. ; Muhammed Saleem ;

p. 168 (Translated).

2. The Prophet’s departure for Medina is a memorable

event and its date, July A. D. 622, only ten years before

his death, froms the starting point of the Muslim Calender.

The event is called Hijrah which means departure. The

Muslims calculate their time from after the Hijrah, called
also the Hijrat in Urdu and Persian.

—A Short History of Islam ; Sayyid Fayyaz Mahmud ;

p. 24.
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sfqg FIQARGleTF QquaAERT A8 «@gar wal-
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e (A13)-a7 T ENATOMM WINNT @ qRIqF
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ToroTIg THOTEN FF MY THINEEAT ANY QIS
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AT TIAS (A12)-8F TS TIT =AY IATTA FJ, AIRLT GAJ,
FIA-TT FRANNA A6 & RIT.F0A 2996 (HA12) INEA ¢

“ISINAT OIAHA Y IR A fere Afelaf
AW ANG 1 TIFS HAT 'y HET 1T oIgar |
=Y asfaal 797 #4517 IR |

RFITTN ASIAT G TG (A13)-9F N FW WISH
© AIGAS (o01d (AF T GI7% IS g8 I gral, s

I ANY TTAS T (WI2)-a7 GIR WRPF TN S@Y FAr
L

TFAG (A13)-937 TIAS FA1 (Wig)-aq
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Simon Peter)
Andrew

James (son of

. Zebedee)
8 1 AfE faq vfas John

1.

2

3

4
¢ 1 A R W3 5, Philip
Y| FIIAAE &Y FT 6. Bartholomew
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S | (17 I @rag 9. James (son of
Alphaenas)

30 | Bwtm 3 =ovicaa 10, Labbacus

SO 1 WI'A 3 wiBgT 11. Simon (thecanaanite)

O | AWl f3q Wiz s wafEa 12. Judas Iscariot.

2FAS Jraryy 7, N2 F I FIINF IFN WiFig S
AINI fATAITTS! T2 NeF TYNF TAIFIT FAAS TIAT
(A12)-aa @i frgy S@ls, INA, TS @ RAANTT 7 759
grfRras o

TERA (A1) IJA0F Fedg wim @qIrFNT SO
1Y, =w1fE7 AN A61a FAMET NHIA 7T | (FF, TFAGNA
O @e e ama At F7 9% I fgewr, faEs wiq Ao-
QY TR WAy [ANeT  GIINe  [[AE BAAY
4F1IFINAT Gora 1 XTI (A) TAT AT AAoA(A9B
Je-yAfAT Fif=rwa  wrmEe IR FFas saet HEie
AR FEF 1 TANTT IAINCHAI A3 I|IZIT ATIIR AR

AZNGAN TR WG PAIT I IAEN ¢
They arrived safely in Quba on the edge of the Medinan

Oasis on the 12 th, Rabi’ | { - 24 September, 622,.
—The Hijrah, Muhammad At Mecca; W. M. Watt;
p. 149,
=F gIgta A 77 gAgfus &% FI AT TS
QIR (A1) IWAT ¢ P | AIWF wrNgly ww@ 1 @iy
ORI oI5 | (T (SITMT AR FIYNF (SN (HIY
qifere e J1 1 iy TR I s gifga s )
a1’ T N WIS F0F 9N (A1) FANS QA AT
83 @W'AFA AAEERT WIS A9 FIAT | O IALA WFATY
farw THAT WIAIFA (A18)-1F T T fwas w3, afq8s
WIBTIHR > ©Ifay | 5339 (Fig)-97 fEFATy Ay INZA
A fgm BmmfER 1 SEId (A13)-9F TRRF A WA
Y BEARET AN XW TRI-AR I WA 9
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BIYIG TA AP BHAS T INAIT I BT (A1 )-a7 WwsA-
TN " T2 AARAICE INRNG A [FATE A QA I IS
NZA @IL AYIFNTS TT-B-TINGAIA! AIFIS FAT T |

AT @ RS NIF ABT AT FA RIS, (AKT,
M2 e FfE aux a9 g wmIFY (A1e) Fw WHww e
FRT 9 G TAGAE TF FEL 9T T IAAIN AB51F |
Fwarey @i IMARE WOHF, UIGAME, I IGF, IN
FAIR TS CNFSA NF™AAF 7Y, FIGT, HIMBT G YIF(ST
TEAAT | weY B Adw INNIR KA WIF-GA-fEATre
U AGYTN | veq AT FGAOF BN TIAG AT (J13)
gAfasd QfEQiIFoim gy INN U FFIT YIRS
FF | FAHAIRT AT BfomH AEITIT aIR RFAwa
MBEFIT FHEAN A 17 Bfognw ey Fws® 85 foa
af® 7317 HioB Wi g ¢

1. Yathrib changed its ancient name, and was hence.
forth styled Medinat-Un-Nabi, the city of the Prophet, or
shortly Medina, the city per excellence.

— The Spirit of Islam ; Syed Ameer Ali.

2. The Hijrah, with which the Makkan period ended and
the Madinese period began, proved a turning-point in the
life of Muhammad (Sm).

— History of the Arabs : P. K. Hitti; p. 116.

3. Medina is the usual English form of al-Madinah, the
city (or ‘perhaps place of justice’) ; it is said to be a short-
ening of Madinat-an-Nabi, the city of the Prophet. Prior
to Muhammad’s connexior: with it, it was known as Yathrib.
It was not so much a city as collection of hamlets, farms
and strongholds scattered over an Oasis, ortract of fertile
country, of perhpas some twenty square miles, which was
in turn surrounded by hills, rocks and stone ground all un.
cultivable.

—Muhammad at Mecca ; W. Montgomery Watt ; p. 149,
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4. The Medinan period of Muhammad’s career begins
with his arrival at Quba in the Oasis of Medina on or about
24 September 622 (12yiii/1). Life in Mecca had become
intolerable or even impuossible for him, owing to the opposi-
tion he has aroused and he had come to an agreement
with the leading men of Medina.

—Muhammad at Medina ; W. M. Watt ; p. 1.

“m@ SAfFrT HI FIT [APT FH FAW B TIF LS
e B! 1 T GBIF TG GIX 1
—1Y fastaw |
AT BIHE 377w (1) -t HHIS FAS TS |
sfaraeen FrFd TEe TR (A2)-1F OF 8 ANNF-HIID
a1 SBIAIA TGI8 TNNIT BT WIS srafEe ¢ WA
a® Fuas foa a7 WSIIT e fAFAFFT AFASIT TaIl-
afes Q671 | @ WHTwl &d @Ad qufes B oA
Halfes a3 FiGLafes | SfEgIHF NAIT SIFIF § “TNRET-
o e way ok Y e ReT wig AR AR
FIIT (A WAF JAIA ! AIBUHAI AT AS(F AIT AZA-
UIT WO @I FTALKIF AEBI AATGIT © FAFEIT AF
FNF FAMG A QAR ; AAG QAT SAIer RAAMT QA
Hiorar as wewa @7 I © fars gy @ e
fBudt WAz SfeTAy R WAF TH FANN AIXA! ag
ToERISEEE A15T a3 FYNEIT ARS8 NRAF SiSHFFM3
firg ©URAT I G 47N a¥ Tl T =, TS a-
AR [FNOT WIS YIPIB HET 12 T'FE AT | IFI-
ST R
1. This is called the Hijrat (Exile) : in Euroupean annals
«the Hegira”, ~'the flight of Muhammad’* from which dates

Mohammedan calendar.
— History of the Saracens ; Ameer Ali Syed ; p. 10.

2. The ~Hegira” or the era of the Hijrat, was insti-
tuted seventeen years later by the second Caliph. The
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commencement, however, is not laid at the real time of the
departure from Mecca, which happened on the 4th of
Rabi. I, but on the first day of the first lunar month of the
year, viz.,, Muharram—which day, in the year when the era
was established, fell on the 15th of July.
— History of the Saracene ; Ameer Ali Syed ; p. 10.
3. Hijra: Thisis the name given to the exodus of the
Muslims from Mecca to Medina, more especidlly to thé
flight of Muhammad. The precise date is not certain but
the popular opinion is that he reached Medina on 8 Rabi ‘I,
Corresponding to 2oth September, 622, though the 2nd
and 12th. are also mentioned. When the Muslims deci-
ded to have an era of their own, they fixed on the year of
the emigration as the first year. The year of Muhammad's
birth was suggested but rejected as too uncertain. The
begining of the era was 1 Muharram of the year of the
flight and this was the 16th July, 622, This decision was
taken probably in the year 17. The common transcription
in English is Hegira,
—Islam (Belief and Practices) ; A. S. Tritton ; p. 181.
4. This era (the Hijra) was introduced by Khalif Umar
in the 17th year of the Hijra (638 A.D).’
—100 years Indian calendar ; Jagajivan Ganeshji Jetha-
_ bhai ; p. 24,
5. But though Omar instituted the official era, the
custom of referring to events as happening before or after
the Hijrat originated, according to some traditions, with the
prophet himself, this event naturally marking the greatest
crisis in the history of his mission.
— The spirit of Islam ; Syed Ameer Ali ; p. 49.
6. His fellow citizens at Mecca were so hostile that in
A. D. 622 he was obliged to quite his birth place and take
refuge at Media. That even, renowned as the flight, qy

3=
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Hijra, is the epoche of the Muslim Hijri era, vulgarly called
the Hegira.
—The Oxford History of India ; V. A. Smith ; p. 39.
7. Mohammedan era, the calendar generally used in
almost all Mohammedan countries, reckoning time from July
16, A. D. 622, the day following Mohammed’s flight from
Mekka to Medina (the Hegira). The year consist of 12 lunar
months of a moon duration of 29 days, 12 hours 44 minutes.
A cycle consist of 30 years, of which 19 are ordinary years
of 354 days each and 11 are embolismic with 355 days.
—Funk & Wagnalls New Standard Dictionery, Vol. Il;
p. 376.
8. This the Hijrah, or flight of the Prophet, from which
the Muslims date their history. The first year began on the
16th day of June of the year of Greece 622, .
—The Prophet and Islam ; Stanlely Lane-poole ; p. 21.
9. The year 1 of this Hegira is 622 of our era, the fifty-
third of Muhomet’s life.
— Carlyle Heroes Lect. |, p. 55 (C&H), (F&W, Vol. Il.,
p. 1135).
10. Hijra, which is generally rendered as the Flight,
means originally cutting off from friendly intercourse or
forsaking and in the history of Islam it has come to signify
the migration of the Holy Prophet and his companions to
Makkah to Madinah, to which he was compelled on account
of the growing opposition of his enemies and severe perse-
cutlon of muslims by them. The Muslim era is named after
it and dates from the first day of the first month {Muharram,
of the year in which the Hijrah took place, that even itself
taking place more then two months after the commencement
of the year. The year of Hijrah probably coincides with
19th April 622 of the Christian era, while the Hijrat itself
took place on 20th June.
— Early Caliphate ; Maulana Muhammad Ali ; p. 3.
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11. In groups, some 200 men, including those that had
comse back from Abyssinia, thus proceeded to Yathrib on
the 24th of September, 622, Mohamed, who was the last to
leave Mekka with his people, met his followers at Quba, to
lead the entry into Yathrib. This is the celebrated Hegira
from which dates the Muslim era, It is a turning-point in
the life and work of the Prophet—the great turning-point in
the history of Islam. '

—The Arab Civilization : Joseph Hell ; p. 22.

12. (bn Ishaq’s account is that when Muhammad rea-
lised that he must leave he got Ali to take his place in bed
to make the Meccans think he was safely asleep, then he
himself slipped out unobserved and along with Abu Bakar
secretly made his way to a cave not far from Mecca to the
south and there he lay in concealment for a day or two
until Abu Bakar’s son reported that the search for him had
slackened off. Then the two set out on two camels, accom-
panied by Abu Bakar’s freedman, Amir b. Fuhayrah. and by
a guide from the tribe of ad-Du’il b. Bakar called Abdullah
b. Argat. For the first time of the journey they followed
devious paths and only join the beaten track when they
were well away from Mecca. They arrived safely in Quba
on the edge of the Medinan oasis on the 12th Rabi /1 ( =24
September 622 ).

— Muhammad at Mecca ; W. M. Watt ; p. 151.
(Ibn Hisham, 325-33)
13. He entered the city on the morning of a friday, the

16th of Rabi 1, corresponding ( according to M. Caussin
De-Percerval) with the 2nd of July, 622.

—The Spirit of Islam ; S,. A. Ali ; p. 49.

14. Two years after the miraculous journey a deputa-
tion of about 76 men invited Muhammad to make Medina
his home. In that city of the Jews, who were looking
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farward to a Messiah, had evidently prepared their heathen
compatriots for such a claiment. Muhammad allowed two
hundred followers to elude the vigilance of the Quraysh and
slip quietly into Medina his mother’s native city ; he himself
fo‘Ilowed and arrived there on September 24, 622. Such
was the famous Hegira—not entire by a «flight”, buta
scheme of migration carefully considered for some two
years. Seventeen years later, the Caliph Umar designated
that lunar year ( beginning July 16) in which the Hegira
took place as the official starting-point of the Muslim era.
—The Arabs, Philip K. Hitti ; p. 26-

16. In fact, the Hegira signified the birth of a new,
independent religion Islam which shortly afterwards began
its irresistable triumphal march across the Arabian Penin-
sula and a large part of the world. The Hijra which was the
first historically dated and supremely important event,
marks the beginning of the !slamic Calender.

—lslam : Dr. F.R.J. Verhoeven ; p. 22.

16. The migration of Muhammad from Mecca to Medi-
na—the Hijra as it is called in Arabic—was a turning point
and was rightly adopted by later generations as the start-
ing point of Muslim calender.

_The Arabs in History ; Bernard Lewis ; p. 41.

17. There is a reason to believe that the (Arabic) year
was originally Lunar and so continued till the begining of
the fifth century, when in imitation of the Jews it was
turned by the interjection of a month at the close of every
third year into luni-solar period.

_ The life of Mahammad ¢ Sir W. Muir ; p. Cii.

18. The Prophet send the Mussalmans to Madinah and
himself with his companion and fried Abu Bakar left one
night his native city. He escaped the pursuit of the Quraysh
idolators and reached Yathrib, his mother’s native city, on
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September 24, 622 A, D. The departure ef the Prophet from
Makka to Yathrib (Madinah) is known as Hijrat.

The Hijrat is not a flight, but a scheme of migration
carefully considered for 2 years. Hijra era is reckoned from
the Hijrat, It was introduced by Caliph Umar in 637 A. D.

—A Short History of Islam ; Dr. A. Rahim, p. 28.

19. Most of the Muslims in Mecca then began to migrate
to Medina in small groups, Muhammad himself coming [ast
with Abu-Bakar and reaching south of the Oasis of Madian
on 24 September. Thus completed Hijra, breaking of ties
between the Muslims and the Kinsmen at Mecca.

—What is Islam ; W. M. Watt; p. 101.

20. The Prophet’s departure for Medina is @ memorable
event and its date July A. D. 622, only 10 years before his
death, forms the starting-point of the Muslim calendar. The
event is called Hijrah which means depariure. The Muslims
calculated their time from after the Hijrah, called also the
Hijrat in Urdu & Persian.

—A short History of Islam ; Sayyid Fayyaz Mahmud ;

p. 24.

21. Mohammadan era, Moslem era or era of the Hegira
(July 16 A. D. 622) the 1st. of Muharram occured 63 days
before the Hagira.

—F & W. N. S. D, ; p. 844.

22, The question arouse next as to the date from which
the era was to commence. Ali suggested it should be begin
from Hijra and all agreed to it. The holy Prophet had migra-
ted in the. month of Rabi-Ul-Awwal when the year Had
already run two months and eight days. The era should
have started thus from Rabi-Ul-Awwal. But as the year
began in Arabia with the month of Muharram the date was
pushed back two months and eight days and the era was
made to commence from the begining of the year.

- Omar The Great ; Muhammed Saleem ; ( Translated )

p. 158,
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The

twelve moslem months are

Mubharram, : The sacreed month.

Safar.

The month ef departure.
Rabi. 1. : 1st. month of the Spring,

jiab.

Rabi. Il 2nd month of the Spring.

Jumadi. 1. : 1st. dry month.

Jamadi. Il. : 2nd dry month.

Rajab. Respected, called often Rjab U1-Murra-
Sha’ ban. The month of the budding of the trees.
Ramazan., Month of heat.

Shawwal. Month 6f junction.

Zu’l-ka’da. Month of truce, rest or relaxation.
Zu’l-hijja. Month of pilgrimage.

———
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1. Month No. of days.
Mu-har‘ram. 30
Sa‘far”, 29
Ra-bi"“ul = Aw-wal. 30
Ra-bi’“zi’ul = A-khir’. 29
Ju-ma‘da’l = u-la; 30
Ju-ma‘da’l = ukh.ra’, 29
Raj‘ab. 30
Sha-ban’. 29
Ram’a-dan’. 30
Shaw’wal. 29
Zu’l-qa’-dah, 30
Zu’