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That this unknown is the profoudest reality, though difficult of comprehension, is
cqually admitted by the English poet as by the nameless village singer of Bengal,
in whose music vibrate the wing-beats of the unknown bird, only Shelley’s
utterance is for the cultural few, while the Baul Song is for the tillers of the soil.

for the simple folk of our village houscholds, who are never bored by its mystic
transcendentalism.
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I remember how troubled they were, when I asked some of them to write down
for me a collection of their songs. When they did venture to attempt it, I found it

almost impossible to decipher their writing — the spelling and lettering were so
outrageously unconventional.
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