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'In a despaich tfrom Bankok. published 1n the Daily Telegraph on

March 29. Mr Dnng descnbed Dacca as a crushed and
frightened city after 24 hours of ruthless shelling by the Pakistan
Armmy. saying that as many as 7000 pcople were dead and that

large areas had been levelled
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'l, Major Zia. Provisional Comander in Chief of the Bangladesh
Liberation Army, hereby proclaim, on behalf of Sheikh Muyibur
Rahman, the independebcee of Bangladesh.
| also declare, we have already framed a sovereign. legal
government under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman which pledges to
function as per law and constitution. The new democratic

government is committed to a policy of non-alignment in
international relations. It will seek friendship with all nations
and strive for international peace. | appeal to all government to
mobilize public opinion in their respective countries against the

brutal genocide in Bangladesh.
The government under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the sovercign

legal Government of Bangladesh and 1s entitled to recognition
from all democratic nations of the world '
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"Do not let yourself be disconcerted by the worldwide clamor

that will now begin,” he urged 1n a letter written to his stepson

just days before his death. "There will come a day. when all the
lies will collapse under their own weight, and truth will again

tnumph.”
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THE GOVERNMENT OF USA

DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

DL-2

DIA REPORT

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
MAR 26 PM 3,55

Date : 26 March, 1971

Time : 1430 EST

SUBJECT : Clvil War in Pakistan

Reference :

Pakistan was thrust into civil war today when Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman proclaimed the east wing of the two-pan
country to be 'the soverign independent People's Republic
of Bangladesh'. Fighting is reported heavy in Dhaka and
other eastern cities where the 10,000-men paramilitary East
Pakistan Rifels has joined police and private citizens in
conflict with an estimated 23,000 West Pakistani regular
army troops. Continuing reinforcements by sea and air
combined with the government’s stringest martial law
regulations illustrate Islamabad’'s commitment to preserve
the union by force. Because of logistical difficulties, the
attempt will probably fail, but not before heavy loss of life
results.

Indian officials have indicated that they would not be drawn
into a Pakistani civil war, even if the east should ask for
help. Their intentions might be overruled. however. if the
fever of Bengali nationalism spills across the border.

Scikh Mujibur Rahman is little interested in foniegn affairs
and would co-operate with the United States if he could.
The west's violent suppression, however, threatens to
radicalize the cast to the detriment of US interests. [he
crisis has exhibited anti-American facets from the begining
and both sides will find the United States a convinient

scapegoal.
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DINTRIHUTTON

W hite Howse Sit Room (1.DN)
Depertment of Mate RCI (1 DN)
Directie of C1A Opns Cen (1 DX)
Released by Jhon ) Pavelle, JR

Captam, USN
DI471SeH
Prepared by Jhon B Hunt
Major, USA
DI4A325009

D¢ above despatch entitled 'Civil war in East Pakistan' was sent
by LN detence Intelhigence Agency in Dhaka on 26 March, 1971
at } SS pm EST.

The document mentions about the proclamation of independence
by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in which he, apart from declaring
tast Pakistan as sovereign and independent state, named the
state as People’s Republic of Bangladesh.
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*President Yahya Nhan, broadcasting on the same day,
announcad the outlawing of the Awami League, a ban on
pohiical actinity throughout Pakistan, and the imposition of non-
cooperation movement as “act of treason” desuaibed Sheikh
\unbur Rahman and his party as "enimies of Pakistan” who
wished 10 break away completely from the country and said that
“this crime will not go unpunished”.

(KCA, PP 24567)

Among political leaders in West Pakistan, Mr Bhutto accused
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman of wanting to establish an independent
facist and racist regime in East Pakistan while Khan Abdul Wali
Khan described the Awami League's six-point programme as an
act of secession and an open act of treason.

(KCA, PP 24568)
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Hero of the East Pakistanis

Tiliman Durdin
The New York Times

16 March 1971

Dacca, Pakistan. March 14 -

Most busy officials display a certain amount of tension and
preoccupation, but not Sheik Mujibur Rahman. the Bengali
nationalist who has emerged in recent months as the undisputed
lcader of the people of Eust Pakistan.

In person-to-person dealings. Mujib. as he 1s familiarly called by
practically everyone. always scems relaned and cheerful He
even delivers denunciations with a twinkle in his cyes
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Lhe cany aplomb that imakes Sheth Muph a winning personality
m piavate doubtless aba contiibutes to his eatraordinary crowd
appeal But hetore the masses his diftidence disappears and he
Beveines 4 vehement orator Wit power 10 stir his people to
Vheening ¢nthusiasm

Sheih Munb's posttion of leadership at the uge of 50 is the
vulmination o almost a hietime of political struggle, usually
agamst vested interests and governments. Bom March 17, 1920,
i the Last Rengal village of longipara into a modestly well-to-
du Ml tamuly, Mupib grew up as an extroverted open-
handed, sports-loving country boy, not especially good in school
dbut tond of people and well-liked by teachers and fellow
Mudents.

A student Activist

Al 22, when he went to Calcutta to get a liberal-arts degree at
Islamia College. he was prominent student leader and an activist
in newly formed All India Moslem League.

After graduation from Islamia. Mujib retumed to East Bengal to
enter Dacca University to become a lawyer.

By 1947 he discovered that his native East Bengal, now the
province of East Pakistan in a nation of two parts seperated by
1.000 miles of Indian territory. was being kept in a subordinate
position.

He resigned from the Moslem League and became an advocate
of Bengali rights, a role that quickly got him in trouble with the
ruling authonties.

He went to jail briefly in 1948, and in 1949 was sentenced to
three years in prison for having participated in illcgal
demonstrations and strikes.

By the time he left prison, he settled for a few years into a less
conspicuous role.

He became kcy member of the newly organized East Pakistan
Panty, the Awami (People's) League. und was elected to the
Provincial Assembly.

But when Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan established a
mihitary dictatorship in 1958, Sheik Mujib again assumed a
prominent opposition role.

His ncw activity resulted in jail terms in 1958 and 1962.

Six-Poiat Program
In 1966. Sheikh Mujib and his associates advanced a six-point
program that would give the provinces internal self-rule. control

over thelr own forcign aid and leave to the central Government
only defense and some aspects of foreign relations.
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Marshal Ayub had Sheik Muypib arrested in May. 1966 on
charges of participation in 3 plot W mahe Fast Pukostan
independent By 1968, Fust Pakistan was in 2 state of vinual
revolt.

Widespread opposition to the Ayub Government led 0 ermoil
in the West, causing Marshal Ayub 1o release Shetk Mujb and
lo resign.

Sheik Mujib's popularity was translated inw an overwhelmng
vote for candidates of the Awami League, of which he had
become head.

Today Sheikh Mujib is riding on wave of populanty that
amounts to mass worship. His word as litcrally become law

The 'Sheik’ in his name is not a title, but simply an hononific
meaning that his father is a land owner.

Tall for a Bengali, 5 feet 11 inches— he has a heavy shock of
graying hair, alert expressive black ecyes, and a well-groomed
upturmmed mustache. He usually wears a loosc black vest over the
billowing white cotton pantaloons and long-slecved pajama-
style shirt that is traditional Moslem dress here.

Sheik Mujib has weak cyes as a result of glaucoma that kept him
out of school for three years when he was a lcen-ager. An
inveterale pipe-smoker, he likes foreign makes but insists that
his pipes are about the only non-Bengali thing he uses. He lives
in a fashionable quarter of Dacca with his wife, Fojilatun. three
sons and two daughters.

He thinks the proper political system for Pakistan at this stage is
democratic socialism. His program calls for nationalization of
major banks. and insurance companics, a procedure roughly
along the lines now being persuaded by the Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi 1o India.

Friends do not rate him as an intellcctual. He readily concedes
that he needs expert advice in many fields.

East Pakistan unveil New Flag

By Sydney H. Schanberg
Special in

The New York Times
Published on March 24, 1971

President Heavily Guarded,
Takes Ride in Hostile City

Dacca. Pakistan, March 23

The President of Pakistan, who has spent cight days in the
castern wing of his country under heavy protection, came out of
his own compound for the first time today for a heavy protected
drive to the military cantonment on the edge of the city.
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LINCWRCIC 1D Ucvd At the puovinge ol tast Pakistan the
Bengah popukition celebrated vesintance day - resistance 1o the
nwtal law rogune unposed by the West Pakistan dominated
«ontral gosernment and umeited the new tlag of Bangla Desh,
Ae sawealled Rengal nation

Those sweenes a presndent unable to truvel in what is supposed
W B¢ his own countny waithout a cordon of weapons, 70 million
of hus people vittually declaring secession on their own- put into
fovus the strangencss of the crisis that has threatened to split this
Maoskeny countn into two

1h¢ mowd. the slogans and the talk in the strects are all for
uwrdependence.  while at  the bargaining table the three
participants are still talking about trying to hold the two wings
together, by however tenuous a link

No Sings of Real Progress

The tortuous ncgotiations over East Pakistan's demand for self-
rule continued, and all sides kept repeating that some progress
was being made. What is going outside the talks -makes it
difficult to beheve, however. that any compromise agrecment
will alter what has already happencd- the takeover of the
province. in cffect by the Bengali people lead by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his Awami Lcague pany

High Awami League sources said the talks were at a delicate
stage. The party will wait a few days more. they added and if an
agreement cannot be reached by then on its demand for ending
the Western wing's long domination of the East they will go
their own way. The phrase was not further explained

The other participants in the talk are the President Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan representing the army. which has ruled
under martial law for two years. and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
dominant political leader in West Pakistan. who hecads the
Pakistan Peoplc's Party.
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Goon Da,

| am a Probashi Bangalee in Sweden. 1 am reading your
autobiography of 1971 It reminds us of the golden cra of our
greal hiberation war It hecame another EKATIORER DINGULI

o4



ol Jahanaa lam Untwtuoately 1 oussed fint 10 pants How
van et thawe?

bohelieve o U lundamental values of the creation of
Bangladosh Amnd that i demucrany. soctahsm. nationalism and
soculanine Phrough these fowr points we have achieved our
MUNTE NANAD, the comtituion of 72 1 sull behieve that
BANNAL 1y the only posaible way to 1each our chenished goal the
NON AR RANGL A

L wouhd love 1o pet vout reply Joy Bangla Regards

Mustafa Jamil

Banglar Mukh
Roada Portar 96
435 12 Molnlycke
Sweden

Dear Goon uncle,

My name is Omlan | am a regular reader of your article in 2000
thou | am only 14 ycars old. | just love your article because | am
really interested 1n 1971, Muktyuddho. | know a lot of true story
of 1971. And | know the rcal story and bchind story of
Mukujuddho. Because my parents (esp. my dad) are very
“Smjonshil®. My moms choto chacha died in 1971, My
grandfather and my boro mama was almost caught by the Pak
hanadar army. etc... | hnow the 7th march historical speech of
Bangabondhu. | know the real 27th March's Ziaur Rahman's
speech. (My father i1s not an Awami Leager or BNP). | don't
think you'll read this mail besides so much big big writer but |
am hoping a reply from you

Omlan
Mohommadpur, Dhaka
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In the distant past, a course of the Ganges nver used 10 reach the

Bay of Bengal through the Dhaleshwar river This course

gradually shifted and ultimately lost its link with the main

ch@ncl of the Ganges and was renamed as the Buniganga It is
said that the water levels during high and low udes in tis niver

astonished the Mughals.

(from Wikipedia)
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'Ghaseti Begum. the former Nawab's hosnhle aunt. and his
mother Amina, werc put in a boat, rowed out into the Buniganga

river and drowned.’
(Chive, The life and death of a British Emperor Page 229)
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Hello Goon

The other day Koushih Ahamed. the owner-editor of Weekly
Bangalee of NewYork surpnsed me at dead of night with a rare
phonc-call just for the copies of the two poems | wrote on
Shamnswr Rahman before and after his death only because he
came across an Internet message where in you expressed some
of your feelings for the poems and for me. Goon. the pure poet,
wnting about me in all his 62 years ! I just could not believe and
| stanted searching for thc message Finally last night |
discovered your message in my Junk-mail which | gencrally
delete without even looking. Now | have transfered you to my
mailing list Thanks to Bill Gates and others who have done
what God or Gods could not do : re-unite friends and lovers and
the pocts Yes, you used to call me Belal Bhai occasionaly but
most of the umes by the name albait with Apni. Fact is | am
senior 10 you by at least S years. | first saw you and Helal Hafiz
as my neighbour. On my first sight. you immidiately impressed
me with your striking personality Our friendship started the day
you and Helal retuned from Zinzira, where you escaped from
the ongoing mansiaught a Dhaka during and afier March 25.
You two were bungry like dogs and | felt you must be given
some food. We had a hitle lefi-over daal and nothing else to go
with rice if it 1s coeked Suddenly | remembered we had one live
Ko fish. Owr lady-cook cooked it with plenty of soup. Then |
nouced how you gulped the food Our poor but motherly cook
was almost in tears secing your plight. Then | remember how
anxious | was to sec you escape Dhaka.
Your storics will sever end with me because | was one of the
sincerest admarers of yowr pocuc self. Well, now thal we are
connected. once agam together we can resume our love and duty
towards our country and the people Yes, Momin Bhai also lives
in New York He loves 1o koep hameetf incogniw. He is still the
sane arvogant goodselfl | will comtact hem sooa aad tell him
abowt you.
This far today.
Keep well
Belal Beg
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Dear Goon Da

Sorry 1o take your time.

| want to share some words with you regarding your comment
on the decision taken by Bangabandhu at the might of 25th
March 1971. | totally agree with your view that it was the nght
decision taken by Bangabandhu to get arrested on that night 1
want 10 differ about the reason of taking that decision by him.
that you mentioned in the Shaptahik 2000. current issue.

For last many years | talk with my friends and ncar ones about
this incidence and feel so proud of our father of the nation. It 15
very simplc and clear decision, but hard to take by any leader
But Bangabandhu took that boldly and I should say he is the first

da¢



peran who ook Jevivon to sacnifice himsell, before the
gachdown santed If he would not take that decision at that
tme what be could do” He could escape and only that single
devinion could make the total history of our freedom! different.
1hat could turn the hberation war into separstist movement, that
the Last Pakistanis wanted that ume.

Just compare the different histoncal cvents. Yasir Arafat could
nt establish any free staie as he was in exile (not in jail of
Isracl). so the Palestinians are stll on the strects. Provakaran
could not establish an) Tamul state as be is treated as separatist
leader. Nelson Mendela could free his country people onmly
because he was 1n Jail for 40 yrs. So | believe Bangabandhu
ook his deciston to get arested to make sure that the new
counts Bangladesh can be cstablished without any controversy.
Obviously that happened.

| understand Bangabandhu had studied a lot about the previous
histoncal events and found this way to be the best way to free
the people Obvioushy he took the nisk of getting killed. even
then mdependeace was a must. So what was npext scenario?
Bangladesh without Bangabandbu. yes, he was not looking to
become the President or Pnime Minister of Bangladesh, rather he
wanted to make sure the people are free.

I will be happy 1f | just can understand that you find my idea to
be wrong. | am a PhD student in Kanazawa University, Japan. |
was born mn 1969. | am a medical graduate, passed from Syihet
Osman: Medical Colicge.

With segards
Sufi Aharayead
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