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THE INSPIRATION

Wherever I'm at, it is my home;
The people I'm with, my family.
There'll be different things
Wherever I roam,
Wherever I go, I'll go happily.
Don't worry about me— I don't walk alone
For God is walking beside me,
And as we walk along
We speak in soft tones;
Together we keep each other company.

I'll go where he wants, wherever I'm led—

Though the roads may be long and dreary.

I'll not remember the harsh words that are said,
But the people I've sought to help
Who are weary.
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The times I'll remember will be happy ones,
No matter what others will say.
The bad that there is
Will not overcome
For God's with me all the way.
Jodi C. Anway
June, 1978
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Appendix A : Letter and Questionnaire :
American-Born Women Converted to Islam
(Collected from September 1993 through July 1994)

TO: American-born women who have converted to
Islam

FROM: Carol Anway, a parent whose daughter, Jodi,
converted to Islam and Jodi Tahireh
Mohammadzadeh, the daughter who converted

RE: A research project to foster understanding of the
choice to convert to Islam and the effect of that
choice on one's life

DATE: September 1993

Twelve years ago our daughter, Jodi, married a young man from
Iran and about two years later converted to Islam. Although we
were very accepting of our new son-in-law, it was a struggle to
accept this change of religion which Jodi chose. We are so grateful
that they lived close enough so that we had time to work through
our relationship with her and Reza regarding their lifestyle and
traditions that were so new to us. That relationship has been
enriched even more by the coming of two grandchildren.

Friends and acquaintances are familiar with the book and movie,
Not Without My Daughter, and other articles that are very
negative. They do not understand the strength and quality of life
Jodi and her other American Muslim sisters have in their Islamic
commitment. We want to share a more realistic image by
gathering and sharing some of your stories through a descriptive
research and possible articles or book.

Carol, the director of the research project, has a master's degree
in education/ counseling/ Jodi is working on her master's degree
‘in nursing. We will be assisted by a small group of American-born
women who have converted to Islam and are professional
Y)W} ST T
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educators.

This is a cross-sectional study of women in major urban areas of
the United States and Canada. The study is based on those
American-born women who have converted to Islam and wear the
covering (hijab) whether married or unmmarried. Our intent is to
gather stories of women from a wide geographical area of the
United States and Canada by their completing this
questionnaire.

The purpose of this study is to explore and describe the effect that
coversion to Islam has had on the lives of American-born women
and their families. We want to emphasize the positive aspects as
well as acknowledge stresses that have occurred. We hope,
through the writings that will result from this study, to
encourage the families of origin of American Muslim women to
work through their struggle to understand and accept this choice
to convert to Islam.

The data in the attached questionnaire contains both objective
and subjective questions to answer. This will assist you in
describing your experiences as a Muslim woman.

The questionnaire collection period has been extended from May
15 to June 15 but we would like for you to send your completed
questionnaire to us as soon as possible.

We want to reinforce the confidentiality of this project. Carol will
be the only one who will know what name goes with what data
and will be very careful to keep what you share separate from
your name. However the data gathered will be used in articles
and possibly a book to reflect the data and stories collected.

If you have any questions about the study, please call Carol at
816/252-7541 in the Kansas City area.

Sincerely,

Carol Anway and Jodi Tahireh Mohammadzadeh
P.O. Box 27
Lee's Summit, MO 64063
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AMERICAN-BORN WOMEN CONVERTED TO ISLAM
QUESTIONNAIRE
By
Carol Anderson Anway
~and
Jodi Tahireh Mohammadzadeh

Directions : Thank you for your willingness to respond to this
questionnaire. There are two parts to it. The first and last pages
are easy— just collecting information. The rest of the pages
present questions for you to respond by writing down your own
experiences.

After filling out page one, respond about your own personal
experiences using the questions in small print to guide your
responses where appropriate. You may write in the spaces on the
questionnaire or on separate sheets of paper.

Please feel free to make copies of this questionnaire and
introductory letter to give to other American-born women who
have converted to Islam. Encourage them to fill it out and return
it within 6 weeks after receiving the questionnaire.

1. STATISTICAL DATE

Age___ Vocation___ Work Status

Education (Circle highest achieved) Grade School High School AA
BA/BS MA/ MS Doctorate Other

Education at time of conversion :

Marital Status
Widowed

Never Married Married Divorced

If married, nationality of husband
Number of children Ages

Years Married _

If school age, are they in
school

Islamic_public school __hone
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How many years have you been Muslim?

Check the areas of Islam which you practice :
— Wear cover (Hijab)
— daily prayers
— fasting during Ramadan
— eat only approved meats
— on-going study of Qur'an and Islamic teachings

Name
Phone ( )
‘Address

II. YOUR CONVERSION TO ISLAM

Describe the process of your conversion to Islam.

What was your religious commitment prior to converting to Islam
and the extent of that commitment?

Describe the changes that you needed to make in your life as a
result of your conversion and practice of Islam. Were there areas
left behind that caused you grief and loss? How has this change
helped you be what you wanted to be? What has been (or is) the
most meaningful part of Islam for you?

1. LEARNING TO LIVE AND PRACTICE AS A MUSLIM
How did you learn to live as a Muslim?

Who was most helpful to you?

What was most helpful to you

To what extent has it been easy or difficult for you to take on the
religious practices?

IV. YOUR FAMILY OF ORIGIN

What effect has your choice to be Muslim had on your
relationship with your parents and other family members?

What do you hope for in regard to your relationship with parents
or family?

What were or are the main points or events of stress (if any) with
your family of origin?

] AT FATA dve
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How do you manage the celebration of traditional holiday times?
How do you include your family of origin in your Islamic
celebrations?

What are the difficulties or pleasures for you when you visit your
family or leave your children with them?

V. YOUR HUSBAND
How did you meet your husband?
What were the characteristics that attracted you to him?
What needs did you have in your life that this man seemed to fill
for you?
What part did he have in your conversion?
How did your family of origin accept your husband?
1. before marriage as your friend
2. as your fiancee’ ' '
3. as your husband
Tell about your marriage ceremony.
What elements of Islam were in the ceremony?

V1. THE HOMELAND OF ORIGIN OF YOUR HUSBAND
To what extent does your daily life include the traditions and
culture of your husband's country?

What are your goals in regard to living in your husband's country
or U.S./ Canada?

What citizenship does your husband now hold?

VII. YOUR HUSBAND'S FAMILY

Have you met your husband's immediate family? If so, tell about
the experience.

How have you been accepted by his family?

If you move to the area where his family is, how do you expect to
fit in?

What benefits or problems do you anticipate in relating to your
husband's family?

VIII. YOUR POSITION AS A WOMAN
What are the rights you are experiencing as a Muslim woman?
What are some areas you are grateful for or are apprehensive

SYY AT AT FATE
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about in your position as a woman in your marriage?
What are some areas you feel are not open to you in your position
as a Muslim woman?

IX. CHILD REARING (If you have children)

How are your child rearing techniques influenced by being
Muslim?

To what extent is your husband involved in child care?

What are your rights and obligations with the children?

What are their rights and obligations to you?

X. YOUR CHANCE TO EXPRESS OTHER VIEWS AND
THOUGHTS

What would you like the American public to know about you that

has not yet been asked?
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Appendix B :
Questionnaire : Parents of American-Born
Women Converted to Islam

(Questionnaires for the parents were sent to most of the women
when they responded to the original questionnaire. It was their
choice whether or not to send this one on to the parents. A letter
was enclosed with the parent questionnaire that was similar to
the letter sent with the questionnaire to the women.)

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
1. STATISTICAL DATA
Name :
Phone:
Address:

Daughter's Name :
Years Muslim :
Level Ed.:

Level Ed. of Spouse :
Vocation :

Spouse's Vocation :

No. of Children You Have

On a scale of 1 to 10 rate how you felt about your daughter's
conversion to Islam in the first few days your received the news.
May indicate both mom and dad.
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Rate how you presently feel about your daughter's conversion

10.

Tel about your daughter's conversion to Islam.

Tell about the effect your daughter's conversion and
commitment to Islam has had on the family.

What do you hope for in regard to your relationship with your
daughter in the future?

What were or are the main points or event of stress with your
daughter (and husband and grandchildren if applicable)?

How do you manage the celebration of traditional holiday
times?

How are you included in their Islamic celebration or how do
you wish to be included?

What are the difficulties or pleasure for you when your
daughter (and her family, if any) visits in your home or you
visit with them?

If your daughter is married to a Muslim, tell about the
experience of that event for you.

At the present time, what are your greatest concerns
regarding your daughter and her conversion?

What effect, if any, has this experience had on your theology
and religious commitment?
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