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“There is not one in this room to whom the life of a
hundred years since would not be acute suffering if it
could be lived again. It is impossible even to imagine
the condition of an educated native with some of the
knowledge and many of the susceptibilities of the
nineteenth century —indeed, perhaps, too many of
them—if he could cross the immense gulf which
separates him from the world of Hindu poetry, if
indeed it ever existed.’

W, @A (29,9 20T I1RT G0 AT ITAGEi Sia SR
g Wg 1 @A W TRE ATate W Swed ol sfwe
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PN 9316 AT Ao @ AeTta T Toln & mrieiee™
OIZTA F2T A 1 AT,CIF ©119Y dway 7 | Toid qeaw—

‘I have had unusual opportunitics of studying the
mental condition of thc educated class in one Indian
province, though it is so strangly Europeanized as to
be no fair sample of native society taken as a whole,
its peculiar stock of ideas is probably the chief source
from which influences proceed and which are more or
less at work everywhecre. Herc has been a complete
revolution of thought, in literature, in taste, in morals
and in law. I can only compare it to the passion for
the literature of Greece and Rome which overtook the
Western World at the Revival of Learning’.

HR (BART 9 ) (REAT € qIeTel 1 18 ITeaiiece ¢
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‘The new generation of Bengalis saw in the
intellectual life of Europe a force to extend their
mental horizon.’
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‘Finding that their own system of thought was
embarassed in all its expressions by the weight of false
physics, elaborately inaccurate. careless of all precisions
in magnitude. number and time, the educated Bengalis
were turning to western thought, especially in its
scientific form’.

W, FE, 9% APITABT 9T6ATTRE ST WY ATSKT T .47
T ciee iy wi—

‘To a very quick and subtle minded people which
has hitherto been denied any mental food but this,
mere accuracy of thought is by itself an intcllectual
luxury of the highest order’.
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‘Let us remember that the civilization of the West
has been drawn from the fountain of the Greeks. -’
et ub1z Mo famiaeEa o, % ote 0 EuTe S

@ g e erifegg 1 o2 feia Wi esto agenm
[q@EAR—

‘Two branches of the same human stock had
settled in two widely separated lands,and worked out in
different circumstances and environments the problems
of life, cach in its particular way. They were the
ancient Greeks and the ancient Hindus'.

ORF 16 BA > Tawsmeny Seg—

‘But now they were meeting ; the ancient Hindu
was meeting the ancient Greek on Indian soil as
a result of the English conquest of India, because
European civilization was Greek in everything-- slowly
and silently the leaven has come, the broadening out,
the life-giving, and the revivalist movement that we
see all around us has been worked out by these forces
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together. A broader and more generous conception

of life is before us’.
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‘There is no doubt that a sort of quasi-religious,
quasimetaphysical ferment is going on in India,
strongly conservative and even rcactionary in its
general tendency. The ancient philosophies are being
re-exploited, and their modern scribes and professors
are increasing in numbers and fame.

‘What is to come out of this strange amalgam of
superstition, transcendentalism, mental exaltation, and
intellectual obscurity—with European idcas thrown as
an outside ingredient into the crucible —who can say >’
T FHEH TR [qSTE 93 A T @ WA,

OIER AT @ e o A TolW e glemiieEd, SEE
Sege o 1 Told onq sigiea ¢ ‘who can say 2’
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15.9. 36 Ganthorpe House

Terrington, York

Dear Mr. Chaudhuri,

Thank you for your most interesting letter of the
27th August in continuation of your previous one and

in advance of the note which you tell me that you are

writing,

Your letter makes it clear what kind of society
you are defining, and I think you have brought to light

an important type which, as you say, is neither a

civilization in the historian’s full sense nor yet, perhaps,

a primitive society in the meaning of Hobhouse and

Ginsberg.

I look forward to seeing how your work on the
modern Indian instance of this type gets on.
Yours truly
Arnold 1. Toynbee
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‘Even cducated Indians of today arecuriously indiffe-
rent to their immediate past, the past that is to say
whichformsthe warp to the weft of Westerninfluences.
This is certainly due to the discovery of the classical



Hindu civilizationin the nineteenth century. which has
fired their imagination and made them conscious of a
heritage of their very own to pit against Western
civilization. In their anxiety (o feel at one with this
heritage from motives of sclf-respect, they have for-

~ gotten the intervening phase of their existence and are

Yo

now no more able to tear away their immediate past
from the classical Hindu background than, looking at
the sky at night, we are able to pcrceive any spatial
separation betwecn the solar system and the stellar
world.

‘I believe this short-circuiting hasbeen made easier
by the fact that the socicty of our immediate past was
of a character altogether different from what went
before and has come after, and that brings mc to my
real point. Contemporary sources give glimpses of a
curiously naive and, in many respects, a primitive
society in India in the cighteenth century, which is
more properly called a folk-civilization than civilization.
Of course, there werc two things in it which gave it an
outward appearance of maturity, These werc the
Islamic civilization and the Hindu scholastic tradition.
But the influence of the former was almost wholly
urban and confined to the ruling aristocracy, while the
Hindu survivals possessed values 1n this society which
were quite different from their values in classical Hindu
times. Ncither the same sophistication nor the same
self-consciousness was there, and there was a total
lapse of historical memory., This last is perhaps the
most important proof of the ‘childishness’ of the new
scciety. It seems to me that between 1000 A D. (I use
this date quite arbitrarily because I have not been able
to cxplore the upper limits of the society which
meets us in the immecdiately pre-British age) and
the eighteenth century a re-barbarization (in no con-
temptuous sense! and simplification of Hindu life
had been taking place. It was certainly thc age of



the dilferentiation and fixation of the modern verna-
culars of India, of the creation of vernacular literatures,
of simple and unorthodox religious movements, of folk
art, and songs, and of social customs very loosely
affiliated to the orthodox Hindu systcms. Altogether,
the impression of winding down and a decided
crudeness is impossible to resist. That is why I am
disposed to look upon the supercilious and unenthusi-
astic estimates of Indians by carly European writers
and administrators, when stripped of the xenophobic
excrescences, as a truer index of the quality of the
society they met than the opinions of laterscholars who
had discovered ancient India by painstaking research,

Whether this ‘childish’ society would have grown to
man’s estate by its unaided efforts and in what way it
would have grown up, are questions which we are no
longer able to answer. For, before the evolution had
gone very far, the revolutionary impact of European
civilization was upon it, Close in its wake came the
discovery of ancient India, whose sophistication had
almost as great a disintegrating effect on the primitive
society which turned cagerly to it as the reaction to
European ideas. Faced with these challenges, Indian
thinkers and reformers from Rammohun Roy to
Rabindranath Tagore have evolved a pattern of
response, which they look upon as a solution. They
have popularized the idea of a synthesis between the
East and thc West. This formula has enabled us to
civilize ourselves to a certain extent at the top, but
by far the most important result of its adoption has
becn the sterility of our intellectual and moral life,
dominated by imported phrases on the one hand and
archaistic models on the other. If this is the case with
the intelligentsia, the masses have not been touched
at all by the excessively intellectual influcnces. They
are reacting to the machine technique of the West,
but not to the cultural currents, which are driving a
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wage betwcen them and the educated classes. All
thoughtful Indians are conscious of thesc features of
our life and have a profound scnse of malaise. But
they do not sce that the root of the trouble lies in the
fact in India that two civilizations are not meeting on
equal terms, Mahatma Gandhi, I believe, has a sub-
conscious perception of this,and that is why he is advo-
cating a deliberate rejection of sophistication (both

Europcan and Indian) and a rcturn to the folk level,

But his also is an impossible position because the

Indian people cannot cut themselves adrift from world

currents—not so much of intellectual and moral ideas

as of the new scientific technique of living. The
problem for us today is, therefore, not how to bring
about a reconciliation between two civilizations of the
same species, but how to adjust the relations of a more
or less primitive people to the triple contact with
(1) European classical civilization ; (2) Western
scientific technique of living ; and (3} ancient Indian
culture, all of which are too advanced—though in
varying degrees—-to be assimilated easily by a people
belonging to a different species of human society. In
short, the relations of modern Indian society to the

‘Western’ may differ in degree, but do not do so in

kind, from the relations of other modern primitive

peoplcs like the Negroes, to Western society.’

@3 Tt sy T g7 1 Bz Serarivie afaam wnin wapree
SEAl a-gure gie @, edsT IR ST @ A Afeziias
ATRE O 47, 9F6T IAFAT ee BT wmg | @R W™
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‘As a modern Indian with hopes and fears for his
country, I feel that the adoption of this theory takes
me out of the dcep shadows of an old civilization and
relcases me to work, to accept, and create as I pleass
in untrammelled frecdom from the self-imposed burden
of a dead past. But there are other modern Indians
who as decisively think otherwise.
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‘British rule in India makes it a poiant of honour
with us to ‘cling to ancient India as our newly found
soul. As long as this rule lasts, it will prevent us
from seeing our past as it really was and reacting
normally to Europeaan influences.’
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Bishnupur
27th May, 1904

My dear Ashu,

Your last letter gave us pleasure not unmixed
with pain ; pleasure to learn that you were well and
on friendly terms with those of your own standing, and
pain from the request which it contained. Your mother,
like myself, feels grieved that you have asked for an
additional allowance. You should consider that you
have brothers and sisters for whom I have also to make
provision, and that if the allowance I now give you,
which is already considered sufficient, be increased, it
must deprive us all of some of our necessary comforts.
Do reflect on this, dear boy, and then, I am well
assured, you will not urge your request. I will, however,
for this once only, understand me, remit you a further
twenty rupees. Write to us as often as you can and
with the united kindest love of your mother and myself.

Believe me,
Your affectionate father
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‘Transformed by European romanticism, the sub-
terrenean fire of the old Hindu erotic frenzy erupted
this time as romantic love, corporeal and incorporeal at
the same time, and, equally burning and ennobling in
both aspects.
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‘Tell me, daughter Juliet,
How stands your disposition to be married »’
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‘It is an honour that I dream not of.
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‘Well think of marriage now ;
younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,
Are made already mothers ; by my count,
I was your mother much upon these years
That you are now a maid.’
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‘you cannot be more than twenty, I am sure, therefore

you need not conceal your age.
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‘I gave thee mine [ Sr#aP ] before thou didst
request it,
And yet I would it were to give again.
But to be frank, and give it thee again
And yet I wish but for the thing I have ;
My bounty is as boundless as the sea,
My love as deep ; the more I give to thee,
The more I have, for both are infinite.’
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‘A woman of seven and twenty can never hope to
feel or inspire affection again, and if her home be
uncomfortable, or her fortune small, I can suppose
that she might bring herself to submit to the offices of
nurse, for the sake of the provision and security of a
wife. In my cyes it would be no marriage at all, but
that would be nothing. To me it would seem only a
commercial exchange, in which each wished to be
benefited at the expense of the other’.
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‘Thou art love and life ! Oh Come,
Make once more my heart thy home.’
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‘Young Bengal was forming itself in imitation of Anglo-

Saxon models of character. - Absolute equality with

Englishmen Young Bengal will never claim. His

physical development can never be equal to his mental

and intellectual development.’
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‘T always thought Vidyavagish was a good fellow,
but now I find he is spoiling Debendra with his
preaching of Brahmo mantras. As it is, he has little
head for business ; now he neglects business altogether :
it is nothing but Brahma, Brahma, the whole day.’
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‘I myself was once a witness of a man employed
in this specics of devotion at the principal temple of
Banaris. His right hand and arm were enclosed in a
loose sleeve or bag of red cloth, within which he passed
the beads of his rosary, one after another, through
his fingers, repeating with the touch of each (as I was
informed} one of the names of (iod, whilst his mind
laboured to catch and dwell on the idea of the quality
which appertained to it, and shewed the violence of
its exertion to attain this purpose by the convulsive
movements of his features, his eyes being at the same
time closed, doubtless to assist the abstraction.’
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‘Doctrines as they must differ, yet more than the
most abstrusc of ours, from the common modes of
thinking, so they will require consonant modcs of
expression, which it may be impossible to render by
any known terms of Science in our language, or even
to make them intelligible by definition.’
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‘Every morning at thrce—TI know, for [ have seen

it, he sits immovable in contemplation, and for two

hours does not awake from his reverie upon the nature

of God.’
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‘Lead Xindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on !

The night is dark, and I am far from home—
Lead Thou me on,
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‘I am waiting for my great joy. God give me
grace to bear it rightly.
ez wzs fww Tetace,
‘Oht how happy we have been, sitting under
our own ilex, and next time we are together it will be
as husband and wife. What solemn words, yet how
blessed. ‘“Oh! God our heavenly fathcr, thou hast
led us hitherto and ordered everything to this end.
Do thou still lead and guide us and enable us to offer
ourselves, our souls and bodies as a sacrifice to thee---
© feameEg Tra @i,
‘My weddingDay. “Bless the Lord, oh, my soul.”s
I go with perfect confidence and trust. May God
bless us both and may our lives be devoted to Him,
Amen.’
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‘There can be no true and lasting love that has
not its spring and life in God.’
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To modern minds ideas there may scem to be
something wanting in this picture, we might have
preferred to see the strong light relieved by shadow
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by some touch of nature at the thought of parting

from family and friends, by 'some buman misgiving on

the threshold of the unknown.

9 feia Tatarem,

‘But the ancients must be judged by their own
standards. The Greek ideal was one of strength, and
widely different from the later and deeper Christian
ideal of strength made perfect in weakness.’
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‘The sea of faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl’d.
But now I'only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world.’
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‘Super flumina Babylonis illic sedimus et flevimus
Cum recordaremur Sion.-..... ?
‘By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea we
wept, when we remembered Zion.
‘We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst
there of---
‘How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land >
‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunning.
( The Old Testesment, Psalm 137 )
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‘Real Fatalism is of two kinds. Pure or Asiatic
Fatalism, the Fatalism of OEdipus, holds that our
actions do not depend upon our desires. Whatever
our wishes may be, a superior power, or an abstract
Destiny, will overrule them, and compel us to act, not
as we desire, but in the manner predestined. The
other kind, modified Fatalism I will call it, holds that
our actions arc determined by our will, our will by our
desires, and our desires by the joint influence of the
motives presented to us and of our individual
character.’ :
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