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I accepted the invitation to take part in this ceremony with great
pleasure in order to demonstrate the importance Government give (o
the indigenous production of cinema films and the establisment ol a
Fast class studio. Cinema has an educative value, but its value as an
aquencey which provides entertainment for the people far transcends
any thing else. [t is tmperative for the people to have amusement and
amusement of the order to forget for however short a time, the cares
and wornes of the world. I hope this venture of Messers Igbal Films
Limited will encouruge art and music in this province which is so rich
and which. with a little encouragement, cun reach great heights.

I wish Messers Igbal Limited all success and good fortune in their
great ventur.
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HALF A CENTURY OF MOYIE WATCHING

I don’t exactly recollect what was the first movie to which 1 was
exposed and when. In all probability it was sometime in the early
1940s when the entire world was passing through one of the most
critical phases of its history— when it was engulfed by the Second
World War. | was just a kid then. | think the {ilm must have been
either “Toolan Mail™ or “Hunterwuli” in Hindi. a Wadia Movies
Production with Nadia and John Cavas playing the major roles.

For me and for my brothers (one of them dead long back) it was
very easy to go to the movies because my father was the Officer-in-
Charge of Chitpur Pilice Station at Calcutta. There was a cimema hall
catled "Regent’ at Bheritola which was within his jurisdication.
Nasiruddin, an orderly of my father, was unstrumental in getting me
and my brothers introduced to the manager of the Hall, Mr Kuiser. As
the children of the *Bara Babu®™ of the Thana. we has free rides in teh
bus and free entrances to the cinema hall. Taking advantage ot the
official position of our father, we used to supply “free passes’™ Lo our
relations and to others who would make requests for the same.

I “inherited™ this habit ot watching movies trom my parents who
used to go to the cinema halls for watching movies. They would
accompany my maternal uncle, late Khan Bahadur AFM Abdur
Rahman, who was a member of the Film Censor Board in undivided
Bengal in the 1930s. Those were the days of Ahindra Choudhury.
Pahart Sanyal, Dhiraj Bhattacharjee, Jahar Ganguli. Chhabi Biswas,
Kanon Devi, Chandravati, Jamuna Devi, Renuka Royv, Ramola Devi
and others. My father would sometimes tell intersting stories about
these actors and actress. He had also a tilm actor friend whose name
was Nawab and who migrated to Bombay in the late 1940s.

One film of the 1940s which has left an indelible impression on
my mind was “Kismat”. produced by Bomby Talkies ans starring
Ashok Kumar and Mumtaz Shant. One ol our cousins (who is no
more) took all of us. brothers and sisters, to the Roxy Cinema Hall
where it was being screened and where it ran for more than three
years al a stretch. I also saw “Shondhi™ starring late Sumitra Devi at
Minar Cinema Hall near Shyam Bazar. The propritor of the Hall was
a friend of my father and so we (brothers and sisters) did not have to
buy tickets. Some ather films 1 vividly remember to have seen at
Calcutta before the partition of the subcontinent were : Roti, Udayer
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Pathey. Shahor Thekey Durey. ludge Shaheber Natmi, Mukti,
Shapurey, Bundhan, Basant, Chal Chal Re Naujawan, Pukar. Jhoola.
Shaheed ctc.

Movies-watching became almost a passion with me when my
tamily moved to Dhaka alter partiton. | used to see movies. both
Bangla and Hindi, regularly. At times | used (o go to Brittania (near
Gulistan). New Puaradise (at Satruojha) and New Picture House (now
Shabistan) to see English movies like A Street Car Named Desire,
Bathing Beauty, Gone With the Wind. to name only a few, In those
days the cinema halls of Dhaka would release new films from
Calcutia and Bombay almost every week. This practice continued till
1954 when the import and sereening of Indian films, both Bangla and
Hindi, were banned in erstwhile East Pakistan. During the Period
from 1948 to 1954 1 saw too many hlms. | can recollect the tide of
many ol these films and the actors and actresses plaving the major
roles. I do believe that those were the *golden’ days of cinema in the
subcontinent, The period produced some of the greatest actors and
actresses of Indian filmdom— Dilip Kumar, Ruy Kapoor, Dev Anand,
Balray Sahani, Nargis, Meena Kimari, Madhubala and Geeta Bali.
The period had also the best music directors Naushad, Shankar-
Jaikishen, C. Ramohandra, Madan Mohuan, S.D. Burman and O.P.
Nayyar.

Compared to movies that are made today, majority of those
produced in the carly 1930s might have been technically “poor’. But
it has to be admitted that those films had definite *Edge” over today’s
films in other respects. Acting was superb, music was lilting,
dialogues and lyric were of high standard. dances had no touch of
vulgarity in them and the films has a message to deliver to the
audience. The shows in the hall had packed 1o capacitv crowed and
the films used 1o run for several weeks, Movie-goers had developed a
taste for ‘good — movies. A Jook at any of the films of Mchboob
Khan. A.R. Kardar, S.U. Sunny, Kamal Amrohi, Amiya Chakraborty,
V. Shantaram, Bimal Roy and Nitin Bose will bear out of the truth of
the statement [ have just made. Some of the films have gone down in
history and have become classics. (& : JFE SMFF : EFNHE
vatoe g, 3AF0HEs @ few Bifes Ao e (Sroasmas, don8.
BIFl 1)
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