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A MAJOR FIGURE IN
ISLAMIC MOVEMENT

Shah Abdul Hannan
Former Secretary Govt. of Bangladesh &
Former Chairman NBR Govt. of Bangladesh
Mr. Abbas Ali Khan was a major figure in Islamic movement
of the South Asian Sub-continent (The Jamaat-e Islami), an
important political figure of Bangladesh, thinker and writer,
died on 3rd October, '99 at the age of 85..

Abbas Ali Khan was a close assaciate of Sayyed Abul A'la
Maudoodi, the founder of Islamic movement, became a senior
leader and a close lieutenant of Maulana Maudoodi. He later
became the Acting Ameer (leader) of the movement in
Bangladesh for several years.

Abbas Ali Khan had an Islamic and western education. He
went to Madrasah for his Islamic education and later went to
Karmaichel College in Rangpur and Government College in
Rajshahi (North Bengla). After his graduation, he did some
rather minor jobs in some government departments under the
British colonial Administration, because for tiie educated
Muslims the opening were a few. Then he left government ser-
vice and joined education to which he devoted himself for the
rest ol his life. He also established a college in his home town.

He became Headmaster (Principal) of a secondary school at
Joypurhat, now a district town in Bangladesh. While he was a
Headmaster, he joined Jamaat-e-Islami, after he came in con-
tact with Prof. Golam Azam, the distinguished Islamic leader
and thinker of Bangladesh.

He has written important works on history, Islamic movement
and Islamic studies. Though he had no formal education as
historian, he left hehind a major work on "Muslim History in
Bengal". Except for Dr. Mohor Alis "History of Muslim
Bengal”, this work is the best on the subject. He himself wrote
in its introduction, "that in this work there is nothing but the
truth, no exaggeration.” This work deserves to be translated
in English and other major languages inmediately. In this
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work, he not only discusses the history of the Muslims of
Bengal from its political rise in 1203 AD till today, also dis-
cusses the relevant history of British Raj, Hindu-Muslim
issue in the Sub-continent, political developments involving
Indian Mulim League (The main party of the Muslims) and
Indian National Congresss (main Hindu party) and their rela-
tionships. He graphically discussed intransigence mostly by
Indian National Congerss and its leadership to understand
the Muslim viewpoint.

He was also the historian of Islamic movement. He has left
hehind two major works on the "History of Jamaat-e-Islami"
and "Life of Sayyed Abul Ala Maudoodi", he has also left
hehind his autobiographical work " Waves of the sea of
Memory." which he has written like a fiction. He also translat-
ed a number of major works of Sayyed Maudoodi.

Mr. Abbas Ali Khan gives an account of Jamaat's work from
1941 to 1947, the conferences of Jamaat held at different
times, and how Maulana Maudoodi prepared the Jamaat to
tackle the problems in the independent states of India and
Pakistan. He explained the duty of Jamaat in India and
Pakistan in Pathankot Conference held in May 1947. He said
that in Pakistan, the duty of Jamaat would be to establish an
Islamic sta.c with the support of the people. In India, Ja.naat
will explain Islam to the non Muslims and protect the Islamic
interests there. In the Conference, Maulana Maududi
explained the 4-important steps of Islamic Movement :

i) Reform of thinking

ii) organization and training of manpower

iii) reform of society, and iv) change of
leadership of the nation.

Abbas Alli khan has explained the basic difference of Jamaat-
e-Islami and Muslim League (Muslim Nationalist Party) in the
book. He explained that Muslim league did not have correct
islamic objectives though they worked for Muslim interests.

Abbas Alli Khan then explains in his book the characterstics
of Jamaat-e- Islami which are as follows :

i) Its call is not to a person but to Islam

i) It is not a sect.
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iiij) Establishment of Islam is its goal.

iv) Everybody must increase his Islamic knowledge and con-
vey Islam to others.

v) Nobody should try for any post here and people who are
in responsible positions must decide matters through
consultation.

vi) No sub-group and propaganda against each other is
allowed.

vii) Fund is collected mainly from within the Movement.
However, voluntary donation is accepted.

viil) There is a training system for mental and moral development.

ix) Jamaat never uses unfair propaganda against others.

In the "Waves of the sea of Memory", he has mainly discussed
his early life, his education, the events of his service life, his
joining of jamaat-e-Islami and his work in the Jamaat. He has
also discussed in this 'Memoir' the Hindu-Muslim and the
political issues of the sub-continent in the days of British Raj
in India, which he has also discussed in more details in his
work on History of Muslims of Bengal. His Memoir is not com-
plete in the sense that this does not cover the Bangladesh
period (1971-1999). The Memoir is the good readings. As
regards his work in Jamaat, he was the key person in orga-
nizing the Jamaat in the rorth Bengal region. He had the
opportunity to get a very close association of Maulana
Maudoodi, when he accompanied the Maulana in his tour of
northern region of the then Pakistan in 1956 and 1958. He
used to translate Maulana Mauoodi's public speeches in Urdu
into Bangla, (the language of the local people).

During the last days of his life, he worte a treatise on "Causes
of the deviation of an ideological organization”, which indi-
cates his worries about Islamic movements in the world. In
this book, among others, he warned against materialism, fail-
ure to make serious soul-searching and weaknesses in leader-
ship. He says in the book "What I have written in this essay is
to save Islamic movement from deviation and decay". He
pointed out that the failure of workers to make the very aim
and goal of Islamic movement, that of their own lives, the
movement can not proceed to the path of process. He empha-
sized on comprehensive Islamic knowledge and character. He
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warned against mutualsuspicion among the workers and that
pessimism should not be allowed to creep in the movement.

He highly emphasized in this essay that the Islamic move-
ment should never succumb to the anti-Islamic environ-
ment. If it does so, the workers conduct will deviate form
Islam and they will start talking like corrupt politicians in
their meetings and processions.

He says that "One of the main reasons of decline and devia-
tion is the weakness of leadership. Weak leadership can not
keep the movement on proper track. This weakness can be of
quality, Islamic knowledge, character or of personality or of
the ability to take proper decision at proper time."

He was born in 1914, the year First World War broke out.
While a Principal of a school, he joined Jamaat-e Islami and
became Chief of Rajshahi region. He was elected to National
Assembly of Pakistan in 1962 and was the Chief of Jamaat
Parliamentary Party in the National Assembly. Jamaat was in
the opposition and Abbas Ali Khan acted as the spokesman of
the Islamic movement there. He distinguished himself as a
parliamentarian. He was an active leader against all oppres-
sive regimes, against Ayub Khan in COP, PDM and DAC; and
later in Bangladesh against General Ershad. He joined the
Cabinet of Abdul Muttalib Malik in 1971 which landed him in
Jail in 1972. He has denied any wrong doing in that period in
his discussions. He was a man of conviction all through his
life and he always acted according to his best judgement.

Abbas All Khan was a gentleman per excellence, as a Muslim
should be. The love and esteem of the people of Bangladesh
for him was revealed in his funeral prayers, which were
attended by record exodus of people. From my personal
knowledge 1 can say that he was a man of Islam. He spent
every bit of his energy for the last 45 years for Islam and Islam
only. He was a simple person, never showing of any pride or
achievement. Allah bless him and give him Jannatul Firdaus.
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Abbas Ali Khan
will be buried at
Joypurhat today

Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
Natch-c-Amir  Abbas Ali Khan
(86) will be buricd today (Tues-
day) at his family graveyard at
Joypurhat after Narmaz-¢-Janazi
there, reports BSS.

enarian  politician
died on Sunday at the [bnesina
Hospilal in Dhaka. He was sul-
fering from old-age ailments.

Earlier on Monday his first
Namaz-e-Janaza was held at the
Paltan Maidan leg by Amir of
Jamaat Prof. Golam Azam. It was
attended by former President
Hussein M Ershad, BNP
leaders Messrs. Shamsul [slam,
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, Islami
C:"Iza Jote leaders, other political
leaders, diplomats and a huge
number of people. Later his coffin
was taken to Joypurhat esconed
by his party Secretary General

Moulena Matiur Rahman Nizami
-and ather leader
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Abbas Ali
Khan dead

by Staff Reporter

Abbas Ali Khan, Senior Nayeb-
e-Ameer of the Jamaat-e-Islami,
died at a city hospital yesterday.
He was 85.

Abbas Ali Khan was sufferiog
from liver cirrhosis. He was ad-
mited to the lbne Sinu Hospital
on September 29 and breathed his
tast at 1 : 15 pm yesterday.

T The  Namaj 1
peayer) of Abbas Ali Khan will be
held at the Paltan Maidan in the
city at 2 pm today. Then the body
will be taken to Joypurhat and
buried at the family graveyard
there.

Bom in Joypurhat town in the

then Bogra district in 1914, Khan..

obtained his BA degrec from the
Calcunta University with distinc-
tion in 1935. Hc was elected
Member of the National Assemnbly
of Pakistuan_in 1962. He was also
provincial Education Minister of
the erstwhile East Pakistan .

Abbas All Khan was the acting
Ameer of the party from 1979 to
1992. Again, he served as the act-
ing chief of the jamaat for 16
months when Jamaat Ameer Prof
Ghulam Azam was arrested. Abbas
Ali Khan. contributed much as an
opposition leader during the anti-
autocratic movement from 1983
to 1990.

A writer and translator of nine
books, incluling one on the his-
tory of the Muslims in Bangladesh,
Khan left behind his only daugh-
ter and four grand children and a
host of refatives and admirers to
mourn his death.

Death condoled

BNP Chairperson and Leader of
the Opposition In Parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia expressed her
profound shock at the death of
Abbas Ali Khan.

In a condolence message yes-
terday, she recalled the contribu-
tion of Khan o the movement to
establish democrucy in the coun-
try. Begum Zia prayed for the de-
parted soul and conveyed sympa-
thy for members of the bereaved
family.

AN WA AT AT G 0¢

Abbas Ali Khan
passes away

Moulana Abbas Ali Khan,
senior  Nayeb-e-Ameer of
Jamaat-e-Islami, died of liver
cirthosis in Dhaka on Sunday at
the age of 86, reports UNB.
_He was suffering from liver
gglmell_llts a_ndl ad[t.inemed to Iboe
ina Hospital in the city in pre-
coma state on September 29. He
Contd on page 12 col 1

Khaleda shocked

BNP-Chai and Leader

g ot e

m on Sun
expressed her deep shock at the
death of Jamaat leader Abbas Ali
Khan, reports BSS.

In a statement, Begum Zia
recalled the contribution of
Abbas Ali Khan to the establigh-
ment of de in the coun-
try. She expressed her deep sym-

Contd on page 12 col 1

Abbas Ali Khan

Contd from page 1

breathed his last at 1:15 PM on
Sunday.

Born in Joypurhat town, the
Moulana was provincial Educa-
tion Minister of then East Pak-
istan and Mermber of the Nation-
al Assembly of Pakistan in 1962.

He had played an important
role for his party as its acting
Ameer for a- long time when
Jamaat Chief Prof Ghulam Azam

had been in Pakistan after liber-
ation of Bangladesh,-
Moulana Ali Khan, who

wrote several books, includin
one on the Histo o
Bangladgsa, is survivedrzy his
onli daughter, relations” and

ers,

Khaleda shocked

Contd from page 1

Ethy to the members of the
reaved family and prayed for
etelinal peace of the departed
soul.
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Abbas Ali
Khan dead

Staff Correspondent

Abbas Ali Khan, Senior Naeb-
¢-Amecer  of  Jamaat-c-Islami,
Bangladesh died at Ibne Sinha
Clinic at 1.15 p.m. on Sunday. He
was B5. He was suffering from
liver cirrhosis.

Abbas Ali Khan is survived by
his only daughter. four grand chil-
dren and a host of relatives, ad-
mirers and well-wishers to mourn
his death.

His Namaj e Janaza will be
held today (Monday) at Paltan
Maidan at 2 p.m. The body of
Khan will be taken to his village
home at- Jaipurhat where he will
be buried at the family graveyard
after-  another  Namaj-c-Janaza
there.

Born in .a respectable Muslim
family in Jaipurhat in 1914, Khan
passed matric _examination from
Hoogly New Schem Madrasha in
1930. He ook Bachelor of Arts
(B.A.) depree with distinction

(See Page 16 Col. 8)

Golam Azam to
lead janaza of
Abbas Ali

Staff Correspondent

Ancer of Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh  Professor  Golam
Azam left the holy Mecca for
Dhaka on hearing the death news
of the party Senior Nacb-c-Ameer
Abbas Ali Khan,

Prof Golam Azam is expected
to arrive in Dhaka today (Mon-
day) at 10 am. The Jamaal Ameer
prof Azam will lead the namaj-e-
janaza prayer of Abbas Ali Khan
at Paltan Maidan at 27p.m. as last
desire of the Senior Nacb-e-
Ameer of the party.

Jauya Party Chairman Hussain
Mohammad Ershad in a statlement
on Sunday, deeply condoled the
death of Jamaat Senior Nacb-e-
-Ameer Abbas Ali Khan.

Hussain  Mohammmad  Ershad
expressed his sympathy 1o the
members of the bereaved family
and prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul.
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