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However, my first incusion into Bengali journalisin was made with a
severe review of a new collection of poems by Nazrul. It was
published ib the foremost Bengali magazine, probashi.’
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Even before meeting Mohit Bau [Mohitlal Magumdar] 1 had
developed an antipathy to a young Bengali Poet, whom, 1 found later,
he disliked even more strongly. He was a Muslim named kayi Nayrul
Islam, who had served in the 49 the Bengali Regiment in
Mesopotamia in the first world war. this regiment was hat a success
and was disbanded after the war, but Nayrul Islam had reached the
rank of havildar in it, which was equivalent to being a sergeant. This
made him inclined to make use of some cheap military claptrap in his
poems, which were accepted then as the expression of a new
revolutionary spirit, Through all that he became something of a rage.
But in spite of having a good deal of untaught skill in the use of
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language and metre, to me he seemed very superficial, indisciplined,
and frothy. As if that was not enough to prejudice me against him, I
was repelled by his references to torpedos and mines as symlofs the
revo-lutionary spirit. I had out grown even the real Bengale
revolutionary spirit of the early days of the nationalist movement, and
was not likely to be impressed by the exhibition of it in a weak and
spurious form. ”

e Afs O R ¢ Jreaw NATSR T YETE T | 9-250R
fofa or uz wfswer @t e e :

I cannot describe the contempt | felt when I saw a procession
of Muslims marching under my windows at 41 mirga-Pore
Street, chanting one of nazrul's poems on the victory of
Mustafa kemal in 1922. It was a long rigmarole, which
certainly Kemal, if he ever came to read it, would have
trampled under foot, and it had the refrain: * “Hurro, ho, hurro,
ho, to-he Kamal KiA, Bhai!" (Hurrah, hurgah, thou hast pulled
it off splendidly, O brother!) this ot Bengali but
urdu—and this was consistent wi Bengali habit of
employing English or Urdu and Hin en in a passion. In the
Poem the use of the word Kama{\@fich meant periection or
something splendid) was a pu @ emal's name.’

¥ dislike for Nazrul Islam grew"'® I
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