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So after the war I was sent to Guiana -- Condemned to fifteen
years’ penal servitude I have drained to the dregsthe cup of
bitterness ' but the term of penal servitude being completed,
there remains always the accessory punishment— banishment
for life. One arrives in Guiana sound in health, young, vigorous,
one leaves (if one leaves), weakly, old, ill--- One arrives in Guiana
honest— a few months later one is corrupted::- They ( the trans-
portees ) are an easy prey to all the maladies of this land— fever,
dysentry, tuberculosis and most terrible of all, leprosy.
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It does not, however, appear st first sight thet the Yellow Peril
at whioh Huropean economists are terrified is to be compared to the
White Peril suspended over Asia. The Chinese do not send to Paris,
Berlin, and 8¢. Petersburg missionaries to teach Christisans the Fung-
Chui, and sow disorder in European affairs. A Chiness expenditionary

foroes did not land in Quiberon Bay to demand of the Government of
the Republic exire-territoriality, i.e, the right of trying by s tribunal
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of mandaring oases pending between Chinese and Europeans. Admiral
Togo did not come and bombard Brest Roada with » dozen battleships,
for the purpose of improving Japanese trade in France... He did
not burn Verseilles in the name of & higher olvilisation. The army
of the Great Asiatic Powers did pot carry away to Tokio and Peking
the Louvre paintings and the sllver service of the Elyaee

No indeed! Monsienr Edmond Thery himsel! admits tbat the
yellow men are not sufficiently oivilised to imitate the whites so
faithfnlly. Nor does he foreses that they will ever rise to 8o high e
moral culture. How conld it be possible for them to possess our
virtues ? They are not Christians, But men entitled o spesk consider
that the Yellow Peril is none the less to be dreaded for all that it ig
economioc. Japan and China organised by Japan, threaten us in all
the markets of Europe, with a competition frightfnl, monstrous,
enormous, and deformed, the mere idea of which causes the hair of the
economists to stand on end.
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In our own times, the Christian acquired the babit of sending
jointly or separately into that vast Empire, whenever order was
disturbed, soldiers who restored it by means of theft, rape, pillage,
murder, and incendiarism, and of proceeding et short intervals with
the pacific penetration of the country with rifles and gunse, The poorly
srmed Chinese either defend themselves badly or not af all, and eo
they are massacred with delightful facility... In 1801, order having
been disturbed at Peking, the troops of the five Great Powers, mnder
the command of a German Field-Marshal, reatored it by the customary
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mensns, - Having in this fashion ocovered ihewselves with military
glory, the five Powers signed one of the innumerable treaties by which

they guarantee the integrity of the very Ohlm whooe provinoces
they divide among themselves.
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They sre polite and ceremonious, but are reproached with cherish.
ing feshle sentiments of affections for Europeans. The grievances we
have against them are greatly of the order of those which Mr. Du
Ohaillu cherished towards his Gorills. Mr. Du Chailly, whilein a
foreit, brought down with his rifie the mother of a Gorilla. In its death
the brute waa still pressing its young to its bosom. He tore it from
its embrace, and dragged it with him in a cage across Africs, for the
purpose of selling it in Europe. Now, the young animal gave him just
cause for complaint. It was unsociable, and actually starved itself #o

death. “I was powerless,’ says Mr Du Chaillu, “to correet its evil
nabure,”
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The Hindas of Malabar are generally speaking mlild and dooile
and have come to entertain such a mortal fear of the Moplas that the
moment any such trouble arises, the only way of escape the Hindus
can think of, is to run for life leaving their children and womenfolk
behind, to take ocares of themselves as best as they ecould, thinking
perbaps honestly that if the Moplas attack them without any previous

molestation, God, the Almighty and the Omniscient, is there to teach
them o lesson and even to take a revenge on their behalf.
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There are two forms of ruin— the sudden calamity of an earthquake
and the slow, certain, steady advance of general decay that nothing
seems able to impede. This latter is pow the fate of Germany. A small
percentage of the population may still make a display of wealth ;
but the structure of the country, its general welfare, its healthiness
and growth are irretrievably stunted. The people face this. They
know that for them there is no hope left, unless they bave sufficient
csourage and vitality to build up with their own bands. The youth of
Germany knows that it has no future unless it can build up one, and
it is oertain that this building will be of far-reaching influence in the
entire structure of Europesn ocivilization. Adult education is going
to be one of the pillars of this structure.
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Germans feel that the well-oiled and smoothly running machine-
like system of pre-war days was a system that was losing its substance,
producing & mechanical form of culture— & culture that was lacking
in essentials, & oulture that seemed to turn ont human beings with
most extraordinarily oultivated brains but somehow out of touch
with the human heart— sclence as apart from life, art, oraft, learning,
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recreation, all in separate compartments, and disharmony as & summary
of all.
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Everywhere, certainly, there is good will and eourage in the face of
insuperable difficulty. Those who have not experienced it, ocannot
realise what it means to be under-fed, under-paid, over-worked, and yet
to go on ungwervingly with the work of the education of the people.
Through the straining of every nerve many thousand marks may be
eolleoted for this purpose, while the sum dwindles as it is held in the
hand to mere nothingness through the uncontroilable depreclation of the
ourrenocy.
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This material side of the question cannot be overlooked, as the
instability of conditions ruins all effort A thousand marks to-day are &
hundred in & couple of days’ time and the educator of the people of one
week may be working in a factory the next in order to provide for his
wife and his child as well as for his own livellhood, If the Btate were
to appoint adult teachers as it does school teachers, salaries would rise
to meet the depreciation, but the State stringently refuses to swell the
budget by financing any new educational enterprise, and leaves the adult
educational movement to struggle on almost unaided. It is extraordinary
enough that ways and means can be found to continue at all, and this
obviously is due solely to the keenness and self-sacrificing devotion of
those working in the cause of bringing education within reach of the
people. It will take many years before Germany sees olearly where the
moulding of her efforts in adult education has led to, but what can be
more absorbing and instructive than to study its growth ?
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8 4 Chinese Graduate of Glasgow. His English s faultless. His
labor library is the best I have seen sn the East. His pictures are hung
in international exhibitions.

1 am s pacifist. But I shall tell you a story that will show you how
I feel about this strike. It will show you how hard it is to bea
pacifist in China to-day.

There is a park here in Bhanghai which is paid for chiefly by
Chinese taxpayers, but no Chinese person is allowed to enter it. One
day I was walking by this park when I saw a Sikh policeman chase
away & group of ricksha men from the gate, curse them and deliberately
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tip over one of the rickshas. He had lost his temper because one of
the men bad come too close to the forbidden territory. He took the
license of one of the ricksha men away from him while the poor fellow
stood bere in the road with the tears streaming down his face. I
walked over to the Sikh policeman and said :

“It 1 were hired by the British to police India for them, I would
never treat your countrymen as yon are treating these ricksha men.”

He cooled down very quickly and was about to give the license baock
to the ricksha man when two Englishmen ocame up. They said to me :

“What are you doing here interfering with this policeman ? Don't
argue with us, You have no business here. You're nothing but a
damned Chinraman. Get out of here.”

They said that to me in China.
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I must definitely refuse to publish from Dr. Rabindranath
Tagore or any body else a letter which accuses men of murder

who have never been tried on that count. I return the letter to
you.

—The -Oalcutta Municipal Gagette ( Tagore Memorial Bpecial
Supplement ) 13 September 1941, pp. xl-xli
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