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Resolved that it is the considered
view of this Session of the All-India
Muslim League that no constitu-
tional plan would be workable in
this country or acceptable to the
Muslims unless it is designed on
the following basic principle, viz
that geographically contiguous
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units are demarcated into regions which should be so con-
stituated with such territorial re-adjustrnent as may be
necessary that the areas in which the Muslims are num-
berically in a majority, as in the North-Western and
Eastern zones of India, should be grouped to constitute
"Independent States", in which the constituent units shall
be autonomous and sovereign.
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Resolution of the Muslim League at New Delhi April 9.
1946

1. That the zones comprising Bengal and Assam in the
North-East and the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province,
Sind and Beluchistan in the North-West of India namely
Pakistan zones where the Muslims are in dominant major-
ity, be constituted into a sovereign independent state that
an unequivocal undertaking be given to implement estab-
lishment of Pakistan without delay.
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2. That two separate Constitution making bodies be set up
by the people of Pakistan and Hindustan for the purpose
of framing their respective constitution.

3. That the minorities in Pakistan and Hindustan be pro-
vided with safe-guards on the lines of the All India Muslim
League resolution passed on 23rd March, 1940 at Lahore.
4. That the acceptance of the Muslim league demand of
Pakistan and its implementations without delay are the
sine-qua-non for Muslim League co-operation and partici-
pation in the formation of an interim Government at the
Centre.
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The number of casualties will be from two hundred to
three hundred but Terrible and delibarately false stories

were blown all over the world by hysterical Hindu press.
(While Memory serves : Francis Tucker, Page 176)

g EFAER @ WEAR A@WM IR M T s
ATTHIRTANT IITSIR &6 T W @, G (T ISR TOJ A&
G = @ q R e\ aw
ARFFEAT NEHAGS ST | ©1F,
IO AHFA SAFS Al AENS
Y58Y TE ST (AT S58Q TEH
qE A @A 7 AGS S it
T IEE | ARG Gk 2feetd
QAT G o (@t e AT
QPEEA | AHGE  ELAER AR
I o-Ree I AEfas s
TAST BT ARET AL AT
IS AT | SIROALT A4 Q4

T (@It O AT W WD

www.pathagar.com



TSl QORI (FEF, I iR, (SIS N P
AqA *W EEreTit N JE @RAite @1 RS
AL A AFIR FE QACSA | ARG o7 =N fieiex sitew wiew
FIF SO AT AN (O AL (6% Fare | endat
TSl OIS MRGT AL TN AFIHR 7K &7 1 |
AT AR SRR A @ Fresiame Ao e
i R «ifias o3 | oI geRTa Eieait { Brema 358y
R i FEfRe BO% e v ¢

'l appreciate very much your desire to bring about peace
between the Hindus & Muslims of Bengal but Muslims feel
that if you really wish to pursue your objective to establish
good fellowship. Behar should be the real field. Your stay
has encouraged many of your followers to manufacture
evidence and to place it before you to carry on the perse-
cution of the local Muslims, the local Muslim league lead-
ers, which will not possibly lead to mutual confidence in
the near future.’
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AeRIEd A0 [Rere ¥feresd ¢ To frustrate the vivisection of
Akhand Hindustan, the Hindus must first vivisect Pakistan.
The first immediate step was the creation of a Hindu Province
in West Bengal, the second the expulsion of Muslim tres-
passers from Assam at any cost so as to sandwich and
smother East Pakistan between two Hindu Provinces, the
third creation of a Hindu-Sikh Provivce of East Punjab.
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Time has come when truth must be
told. Surrendering to vulgar think-
ing for cheap popularity and oppor-
tunist leadership is intellectual
Wy prostitution. .................. Bengal
. 4 today is standing at the cross roads-
S 2 one leading to freedom and glory
and the other to eternal bondage and abounding disgrace.
Bengal must make a decision here and now. There is a tide
in the affairs of men which taken at the floods leads on to for-
tune. Opportunity once lost may come no more. (‘%% AR
1oy ¢ foge foura faad S wa1 e nfesia ) .. T e
©lF O 3 @ifesty TeifFe | o) I 9t o - 3 fo
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oI I O 43St 9=, Hindus and Muslims of Bengal,
preserving their respective entities, had by there joint efforts.
in perfect harmony with the nature and climatic influence of
their soil, developed a wonderfull common culture and tradi-
tion which compare favourably with the contribution of any
nation of the world in the evolution of man. (&R FH e
TR ©imd P aser [ faw sy qom @ Feom @eR
23 ¢ ARG X 4 TS TH T GF WK MR Aoy @
ghon Rt A Frafere T e RIS fad @ @ wifes A
HREEE, QAT 1)

g N R e 90 W@ ke, But in a divided
Bengal, West Bengal is bound to be treated as far-flung
province, possibly colony, of alien indian imperialism.
However high they may pitch their expectation on partition it
is crystal clear to me that the Hindus of Bengal shall be
reduced to the status of daily wage-earner of an alien capi-
talism.

[fFg ko e «fve el AmEmRMoR ol AfvTe =i
A T, TS GlD FEfATs oAfFeifae 21 | IS M O 793
e o At T+, B! SN Fitg M To AR @
TR gt Ret sffeiors fesreas w1 Beere =@

3580 A AR BN 7t foff @ Rfore’ Bae v @,
Partition of Bengal bears no analogy to the partition of India.
The lamentsble perversion in thinking which suggests that
the movements for the partition of Bengal is convenient coun-
terblast to Pakistan arises out of a colossal ignorance of the
contents and implications of the Lahore Resolution to which
and which alone and not this or that interpretation there of.
Muslims of India owe allegiance. That resulution never con-
templated the creation of any '‘Akhand' Muslim state or any
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artificial Muslim Majority either by forcible importation of
alien elements as is being done in palestine or by any mass
transference of population as was done between Turky and
Greece.

Pakistan never postulates that in Bengal or the Punjab
Muslims shall be the ruling race and others reduced to the
status of a subject nation. Quaide-e-Azam after the failure of
jinnah-Gandhi talks at Bombay had declared in clear and
unequivocal terms that free Pakistan states shall be governed
and administered by the will and consent of the entire people

. on the bassis of universal adult suffrage. I will like to add by
system of joint electorate if the minorities do not dernand sep-
arate electorate for their own protection.
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Intense patriotism for the creation of a united and sovereign
Bengal having all the attributes of an independent country, is
the remedy and not partition. (IF ¢ AT A= At &= A6
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Extracts from the press Statement of H. S. Suhrawardy,
Chief Minister, in New Delhi, 27 April 1947,

It must be a matter of greatest regret to all those who were
eagerly looking forward to the welfare and prosperity of Bengal
to find that an agjtation for its partition is being vigorously pur-
sued in some quarters. This cry would never have been raised
had it not been due to a sense of frustration and impatience on
the part of some Hindus in as much as the members of their
community have not an adequate share in the Bengal Ministry
in spite of their numbers in the province, their wealth, influence.
education, participation in the administration of the province,
their propaganda and their inherent strength.

This frustration is largely the result of a failure to realise
that the present conditions in Bengal are not applicable to an
independent sovereign state as I hope Bengal will be. Today we
are in the midst of a struggle in India between contending fac-
tions of all-India importance each intent on enforcing its views
on the other and neither willing to give way except at a price
which the other is not prepared to pay.

Their disputes profoundly affect the politics of all the
provinces and the problems are being treated as a whole. An
entirely different state of circumstances will arise when each
province will have to look after itself and when each province is
sure to get practical, if not total, independence, and the people
of Bengal will have to rely upon each other.

It is unbelievable that under such a set of circumstances
there can exist a Ministry in Bengal which will not be composed
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of all the important elements of its society or which can be a
communal party Ministry or where the various sections will not
be better represented than they are now. I do not think that the
fact that the Muslims will have a slight preponderance in the
Ministry by virtue of their slender majority will be grudged by
the Hindus as indeed this has hitherto been accepted by all as
inherent in the nature of things in Bengal.

I have read the most fervid fulminations against the govern-
ment of Bengal on its alleged treatment of the Hindu population.
These denunciations have been built on the most slender and
imaginary foundations. I by no means admit that the demand
for the partition of Bengal is the demand of the majority of the
Hindus even of West Bengal, let alone of the majority of the
Hindus of Bengal.

The ties and culture of the Hindus of every part of Bengal are
so much the same that it is not even to the advantage of the
Hindus of one part of Bengal to sever those ties in the hope of
grasping power.

Indeed by the same analogy the wishes of all the people of
Bengal Muslims, Hindus and Scheduled Castes and others
ought to be ascertained on the question of partition of Bengal
which can only be undertaken if there is a substantial majority
in its favour. It is these fundamental factors peculiar to Bengal
which differentiate the question of partition of Bengal from the
Muslim damand for the division of India, apart from such fac-
tors as economic integrity, mutual reliance and the necessity of
creating a strong workable state.

The lead of partition has been taken by the Hindu
Mahasabha which hopes that by whipping up agitation for the
partition of Bengal, for the dismissal of the Bengal Ministry,
imposition of sec : 93, establishment of regional Ministries, by
arousing fanaticism against the Muslims of Bengal, by creating
disturbances through hartals and violence, they will be able to
ingratiate themselves with the Hindu people and destroy the
influence of the Congress. The Hindu Mahasabha wishes to
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stage a comeback, so do sundry politicians who have not been
able to find an inch for themselves.

* * * *

But let us once more consider the validity of the demand
itself. Why should the Bengalee Hindus demand a separate
homeland?

Let me proceed on the assumption for the time being that
the demand is not limited to a few but is put forward by all caste
Hindus, Scheduled Caste and those who have not returned their
castes. Nor has their culture, their religion, their language suf-
fered under the present regime and how do they thing that in a
future set-up they will suffer so that they can only flourish and
safeguard their culture and life if they have a small portion of
Western Bengal. To my mind, I think the demand is suicidal
from the point of view of the Hindus. Even if it did happen, an
eventuality which I cannot conceive, that the rule passed solely
into the hands of Muslims, and attitude which would combine
the entire population of Hindus in opposition to Muslims, could
such a policy possibly sueceed or be put into effect, where any
Government of Bengal would have to carry its own servants
along with it and most of them belong to the Hindu communi-
ty? Then again the industry, business, the professions are in
their hands. Their youths are well-advanced and know their
rights and know to achieve their claims. Not only is the present
attitude due to sense of impatience, frustration not only is it
short-sighted but is a confession of a defeatism which one hard-
ly expected from the great Hindu Community of Bengal.

Noakhali is constantly cited as an indication of what might
happen in the future set-up of an independent state. I have
already said that it would e ridiculus to draw conclusions for
the future from the present set-up but let us pause here for a
moment. Can Noakhali and the incident of that area be consid-
ered typical and an augury for the future, and are there not
many other districts where the Muslims are in a convincing and
overwhelming majority and yet has not peace been preserved in
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those districts and has not the Hindus carried on exactly as
before with all their powers and privileges?

And let us pause for a moment to consider what Bengal can
be if it remains united. It will be a great country, indeed the rich-
est and the most prosperous in India capable of giving to its peo-
ple a high standard of living where a great people will be able to
rise to the fullest height of their stature, a land that will truly be
plentiful. It will be rich in agriculture, rich in industry and com-
merce and in course of time it will be one of the most powerful
and progressive states of the world. If Bengal remains united
this will be no dream, no fantasy. Anyone who can see what her
resoureces are and the present state of its development wili
agree that this, must come to pass if we ourselves do not com-
mit suicide.

I have visualised all along, therefore, Bengal as an indepen-
dent state and not part of any union of India. Once such states
are formed, their future rests with them. I shall never forget how
long it took for the Government of India to realise the famine
conditions in Bengal in the year 1943, how in Bengal's dire need
it was denied foodgrains by the neighbouring province of Bihar,
how since then every single province of India has closed its
doors, and deprived Bengal of its normal necessities, how in the
councils of India Bengal is relegated to an undignified corner
while other provinces wield undue influence.

No, if Bengal is to be great, it can only be so if it stands on
its own legs and all combine to make it great. It must be master
of its own resources and riches and its own destiny. It must
cease to be exploited by others and shall not continue to suffer
any longer for the benefit of the rest of India ....... To those,
therciore, of the Hindus who talk so lightly of the partition of
Bengal, I make an appeal to drop this movement so fraught with
unending mischief. Surely, some method of government can be
evolved by all, of us sitting together which will satisfy all sections
of the people and revivify the splendour and glory that was
Bengal's.
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The press statement of Abul Hashim, Secretary, Bengal
Provincial Muslim League, Calcutta, 29 April 1947.

Time has come when truth must be told. Surrendering to
vulgar thinking for cheap popularity and opportunist leadership
is intellectual prostitution. Only around 1905 Bengal was the
thought-leader of India and successfully challange the might of
the then British Government. It is a pity that Bengal today is
intellectually bankrupt and is begging and borrowing thought
and guidance from alien heroes. I wonder what has happened to
the Hindus of Bengal who produced men like Surendranath
Banerjee, Rabindranath Tagore, Ashutosh Mukherjee,
Chittaranjan Das and Subhash Chandra Bose.

The present revolutionary thinking of India owes its birth to
Bengal. True revolution does not lie in intermecine killing but in
creating revolution in thinking and feeling Bengal must shake
off her infeﬁoﬁty complex and defeatist mentality. revert to her
past traditions, rise again to the heights of her genuine and
would her destiny, Sentiments and emotions have no place in
serious thinking. Temporary insanity should not be allowed to
influence our future decisions.

Bengal today is standing at the cross roads—one leading to
freedom and glory and the other to etermal bondage and
abounding disgrace. Bengal must make a decision here and
now. There is a tide in the affairs of men which taken at the
floods leads on to fortune. Opportunity once lost may come no
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more.

Cent per cent alien capital, both Indian and Anglo-American,
exploiting Bengal is invested in West Bengal. The growing social-
ist tendencies amongst us have created fears of expropriation in
the minds of our alien exploiters. They have the prudence to
visualise difficulties in a free and united Bengal. It is in the
interest of the alien capital that Bengal should be divided, crip-
pled and incapacitated so that neither part there of may have
strength enough to resist it in future.

From the nature of the communal disturbances in Bengal I
am of the opinion that these are being engineered and encour-
aged by Anglo-Indian vested interests and their Indian alies. In
the ordinary course of business respectable and reliable parties
find it difficult to secure licence for fire arms. But immense
quantities of dangerous weapons of British and American origin,
left over in India, are being lavishly distributed among the Hindu
and Muslim hooligans, conscious and unconscious agents of the
partition of Bengal. A big gun of Bengal, who has developed an
obnoxious craze for the Premiership of Bengal, once remarked to
me that since he has no future and his everything was past, he
has thus justified his opportunism. Fossils of Bengal may find
immediate gain in her partition but what has happened to her
youth, whose entire destiny lies in the future? Are the going to
barter away their future for the benefit of handful of careerists
placed at a position of vantage by circumstances?

Partition of Bengal bears no analogy to the partition of India.
The lamentsble perversion in thinking which suggests that the
movement for the partition of Bengal is convenient counterblast
to Pakistan arises out of a colossal ignorance of the contents and
implications of the Lahore Resolution to which and which alone
and not this or that interpretation there of, Muslims of India owe
allegiance. That resolution never contemplated the creation of
any 'Akhand’ Muslim State or any artificial Muslim majority
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either by forable importation of alien elements as is being done
in Palestine or by any mass transference of population as was
done between Turkey and Greece.

It rarely demanded complete sovereignty for those countries
which are known to the world as Muslim majority countries, and
by implication demands complete sovereignty and self-determi-
nation of all the nations and countries of India. It gives Bengal
and other cultural units of India complet sovereignty while keep-
ing open the possibility of creating and international (sic) pure-
ly on a voluntary basis for the benefit of all.

Pakistan never postulates that in Bengal or the Punjab
Muslims shall be the ruling race and others reduced to the sta-
tus of a subject nation. Quaid-e-Azam after the failure of
Jinnah-Gandhi talks at Bombay had diclared in clear and
unequivocal terms that free Pakistan states shall be governed
and administered by the will and consent of the entire people on
the basis of universal adult suffrage. I will like to add by system
of joint electorate if the minorities do not demand separate elec-
torate for their own protection.

In the absence of outstanding leadership the country is
being rack rented by vulgar fortune-hunters. Youths of Bengal.
both Hindu and Muslim, must unite, liberate their country from
the shackles of extraneous influence and make a bid for regain-
ing Bengal's lost prestige and an honourable place in the future
comity of nations, both of India and the world, Let the youths of
Bengal build their character from their past traditions and
derive inspirations for their present struggle from the glories of
the future.

Hindus and Muslims of Bengal, preserving their respective
entities, had by their joint efforts, in perfect harmony with the
nature and climatic influence of their soil, developed a wonder-
ful common culture and tradition which compare favourably
with the contribution of any nation of the world in the evolution
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of man.

In the free state of Bengal, Hindus and Muslims as such
shall have no right exclusively reserved for them except the right
of Muslims to govern their society according to their own “shari-
at" and the right of the Hindus to govern their own society
according to their "Sastras." These rights give the Muslims their
spiritual need for Pakistan and the Hindus a real homeland for
the free development of their own ideology and material realisa-
tion of their particular outlook on life. It is unthinkable that in
free Bengal, the Hindus of Bengal who consitute nearly half of
its population will be denied their legitimate share in adminis-
tration and in the enjoyment of her material resources. Hindu-
Muslim population of Bengal is almost balanced. Neither com-
munity is in a position to dominate the other. If Bengal is per-
mitted to harness all her resources for the exclusive service of
the children of her soil, both Hindus and Muslims shall be
happy and prosperous for many a century come.

But in a divided Bengal, West Bengal is bound to be treated
as far-flung province, possibly colony, of alien Indian imperial-
ism. However high they may pitch their expectation on partition,
it is crystal clear to me that the Hindus of Bengal shall be
reduced to the status of daily wage-earner of an alien capitalism.

It will be a tragic mistake to visualise the future in the con-
text of the vicious present bondage and slavery, Hindus of
Bengal have developed a suspicious complex from 10 years of
one party Muslim Ministry in Bengal. But it must be told to all
fairness that neither the Bengal nor the All India Muslim League
ever stood in the way of coalition with the real legislature made
persistent efforts to effect such a coalition but failed in the
attempt due to the interference of the Congress High Command.
Mr, Suhrawardy before the formation of his ministry made hon-
est efforts to secure the co-operation of the Congress.

I distinctly remember that Mr. Gandhi in course of his talks
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with us at 40, Theater Road, on the eve of his departure for
Noakhali, had said "T am not enamoured of coalition. I believe in
one party government. Therefore, I do not insist on coalition in
Bengal. I might mention here that Bengal was then the only
place which had a Muslim ministry. Any coalition here would
have envisaged coalition ministries in the rest of India. Thus
Hindu-Bengal was left in the lurch as were Muslim league else-
where.

Hindus and Muslims of Bengal left to themselves and freed
from the menace of Indianism can settle their affairs peacefully
and happily. Unfortunately, the paramount interests of Muslim
parliamentarians have always been in shufling the ministry like
a pack of cards. They could hardly concentrate on any policy
and programme good, bad of indifferent.

I am unfortunate in as much as I fail to appreciate what is
there in the wretched ministry under the Act of 1935. Since, rea-
sonably or otherwise there is a suspicion on the part of the
Hindus against them, it is now upto Muslims to clear the deck
and convince them, not merely by sermons and press state-
ments but by action that they do not mean to be unfair to them.
The present unrest perverse thinking and suicidal moves con-
stitute a disease of the social organism. Intense patriotism for
the creaton of a united and sovereign Bengal having all the
attributes of an independent country, is the remedy and not par-
tition.

Mr. C. R. Das is dead. Let his spirit help us in moulding our
glorious future. Let the Hindus and Muslims of Bengal agree to
his formula of 50 : 50 enjoyment of political power and econom-
ic privileges. I again appeal to the youths of Bengal in the name
of her past traditions and glorious future to unite, make a deter-
mined effort to dismiss all reactionary thinking and save Bengal
from the impending calamity.
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[Text of H. S. Suhrawardy's rejoinder to criticism of his move
for United Independent Bengal by Hindu Mahasabhites and
others. Published in the press on May 8, 1947].

Mr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee and various other leaders
have come out with rejoinders to my plea for a united sovereign
Bengal. In the rejoinders one senses a great deal of suspicion
and distrust of Muslims and a great deal of hope that in one por-
tion at least of Bengal the Hindus will be so overwhelmingly
large in number that they will be able to dominate over Muslim
minority.

Petty Show

This dream appears to have dazzled them into driving away
all sane logic, all desire for compromise and co-operation with
Muslims. They seem unable to realise how their Bengal will be a
petty little show that will be accorded a backseat in the councils
of their divided India.

Mr. Shyma Prasad Mukhejee has in particular unburdened
himself in violent language and hyperbolic abuses. By constant
reiteration of what he designates as to helpless position of the
Hindus in Bengal, Mr. Mukherjee will like to convince the world
at large and not the least himself that the Hindus in Bengal are
really unfortunates if Bengal remains united.

He even likens the position of the Hindus in Bengal to a hell,
a hell, however, so privileged, so replete with wealth, power and
influence, that the Muslims consider it their aims and ambition
and would deem themselves unfortunate if they could but dwell
in a semblance of it.
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Hard words

What is the use of hard words and vituperations? What is
the use of vilifying me, attacking my bonafides, expatiating on
my sins of omissin and commission and holding me'responsible
for all the ills in Bengal? They cannot after the nature of things,
but merely excite the passions of persons who have been taught'
to imbibe readily abuse and hatred of the Muslims and to believe
the worst of every Muslim.

He had those who think like him have absolutely overlooked
the irrefutable fact that the future independent Bengal which
willl not rely either on the 1935 Act or on any extraneous power
but will have to rely on the willing co-operation of the people par-
ticularly of a people so dominantly situated as the Hindus are
the province cannot but have different politics. What have the
alleged short comings of the present government or ministry.
what have even my own position and individulity to do with
what the people of Bengal can achieve if they remain united and
co-operate with each other?

Short-sighted View

It is not I who is offering them anything; it is for the people
of Bengal to make and transmute their destiny buy remaining
together. It is a very short-sighted view to adopt the present,
with its tremendous limitations as a guide to the shape of things
to come in Independent Bengal.

Further, cannot Mr. Mukherjee visualise that there is a vast
difference between the problem of Bengal and of India; that
because Bengaless are one race and have one language and
have many points in common and are capable of understanding
each other, and working for the common good, it does not follow
that persons living within the sub-continent of India also belong
to one race, speak the same language, have the same interests
or even have the same history? In India, as well as in most of the
provinces the Hindus are in a considerable majority, whereas in
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Bengal the majority margin of the Muslims is narrow and will be
narrower still in greater Bengal.

The Hindus of Bengal by virtue of their position and their
status and thier numbers hardly stand in need of any protection
or safeguards, whereas in India the Muslims with thier inferior-
ity in numbers and resources do stand in need of such protec-
tion as is given by a partition. In Bengal the Hindus have their
own language, their culture, their system of education and a free
exercise of their religion. In India the language of the Muslims is
being tampered with, their literature is being distorted, their
education is being affected and in place after place laws have
been framed which prohibit the full and free exercise of their
religion.

Big share for Hindus

In India and in most of the provinces the Muslims will have
a negligible share if any at all, in the administration but in
Bengal the share of the Hindus is bound to be considerable and
about equal to the share of the Muslims. Hence if there is a par-
tition of India for the purpose of giving protection to the Muslims
of India, it does not follow that there should be a partition of
Bengal for the purpose of giving protection to the Hindus of
Bengal. ‘

I need not stress these obvious differences any further. Mr.
Mukherjee is of opinion that two areas predominantly Hindu on
the one hand and predominantly Muslim on the other are a
solution. Far from being a solution this overwhelming predomi-
nance will give rise to a sense of submission, which will retard
the growth of the mworal stature of the minority and after their
very culture and mode of life.

Is not the alternative which I propose, namely, complete co-
operation which is bound to exist where the majority and minor-
ity communities are almost equal in number and where the
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influence of the minority corhmum’ty. balances its minority sta-
tus, as in an undivided Bengal, is not this far better than a sense
of repression brought about in the minorities of the two sec-
tions? There can be no one party rule under the scheme which
I propose. The desire that the Bengal state should be linked to
the centre seems to have been prompted by the belief that if it is
linked to the centre, which will be predominantly Hindu the Life
and liberty and culture of the Hindus of Bengal will be saved,
otherwise they will perish in a united Bengal.

Moral weakness .

Is this not a doctrine of defeatism and a confession of a ter-
rible moral weakness that the Hindus of Bengal should stand in
need of protection from a loose centre?

I ask them, is domination possible any more anywhere, and
what have the Hindus to fear in Bengal of all places on earth?
The idea of domination has to disappear and is disappearing.
The British that have dominated India so long have to confess
that domination is outmoded and no one race or party can dom-
inate over the other in the face of determination and a will to
assert. Where the British have failed, is it possible that any other
people in India can succeed?

Once more I find that some Hindu leaders of Bengal are suc-
cumbing to the pressure of the Hindus of India and are playing
their game that the Hindu leaders, although they know fully well
that a partition of Bengal means the doom of Hindu leader of
other parts of India who want to utilise Bengal as a pawn in their
game and who do not care what happens to the people of
Bengal.

Indeed they know fully well that Bengal divided will mean
Bengal a prey to the people of other parts of India, a Bengal wait-
ing to be exploited for their benefit.

After everything is said and done I am charged with having
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issued threats in the concluding paragraph of my statement
where I have referred to Calcutta merely because I have pointed
out the dangers. I have only been realistic. I have merely
stressed what is well recognised that the cry for partition of
Bengal was nothing but an attempt to get the rich prize of
Calcutta and they deprive the Muslims of trade and commerce.

But I have equally attemted to point out that a rich prize like
this is not easily attained merely by brow-beating statements
and if Calcutta becomes a bone of conection what will remain of
it? In order that it should be the hub of the economic life of
Bengal, it is necessary to have peace and securiy.

Somewhere I have read it remarked that I have parried ques-
tions regarding adult franchise and joint electorate. I have never
assumed the role of an autocrat with power enough to bind the
people of Bengal. I have suggested that the future shape of
Bengal will be a matter for negotiation between the Hindu and
Muslim leaders to sit down together at a conference to give con-
crete form to their hopes and aims.

I still extend that invitation to all. I beg of them not destroy
Bengal, not to be blinded by wrath and prejudice, or consumed
by their hatred for their fellow Bengalees but to look ahead and
grasp this wonderful opportunity to make Bengal free and inde-
pendent, master of its own destiny and its own wealth, capable
of a free will to form unions and treaties and and alliances with
whomsoever it will, respected amongst the nations of the world,
rich, powerful and a heaven for the common man.
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The following is the text of the tentative agreement signed by
Sarat Chandra Bose and myself :

I. Bengal will be a free state. The free State of Bengal will
decide its relations with the rest of India.

2. The Constitution of the free Bengal will provide for elec-
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tion to the Bengal Legislature on the basis of joint electorate and
adult franchise, with reservation of seats proportionate to the
population amongst Hindus and Muslims. The seats as between
Hindus and scheduled castes Hindus will be distributed
amongst them in proportion of their respective population or in
such manner as may be agreed among them. The
Constituencies will be multiple Constituences and votes will be
distributed and not cumulative. A candidate who gets majority
of the votes of his own community cast during election and 25%
of the votes of the other communities so casts will be declare
elected. If no candidate satisfies these conditions, that candidate
who gets the largest number of votes of his own community will
be elected.

3. On the annonuncement by His Majesty’'s Government
that the proposal of the free State of Bengal has been accepted
and that Bengal will not be parrtioned, the present Bengal
Ministry will be dissolved and a new interim Ministry brought
into being consisting of an equal members of Muslims and
Hindus (including scheduled casted Hindus) but cxcluding the
Chief Minister. In this Ministry the Chief Minister will be a
Muslim and the Home Minister a Hindu.

4. Pending the final emergence of a Legislature and a
Ministry under the new Constitution, the Hindus (including
scheduled castes Hindus) and the Muslims will have an equal
share in the services including Military and police. The services
will be manned by Bengalees.

5. A Constituent Assembly composed of 30 persons, 16
Muslims and 14 Hindus, will be elected by Muslims and non-
Muslims members of the Legislature respectively, excluding the

Europeans.
1 Woodburn Park. Sd. Sarat Chandra Bose
Calcutta. Sd. Abdul Hashim.

20th may, 1947.
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Mr. Gandhi wrote to Mr. Sarat Chnadra Bose on the 8th
June, 1947 :

My dear Sarat,

I have gone through your draft. I have now discussed the
scheme roughly with Pundit Nehru and Sardar. Both of them
are dead against the proposal and they are of opinion that it is
merely a trick for dividing Hindus and Scheduled Caste leaders.
With them it is not a suspicion but almost a conviction. They feel
also that money is being lavishly expended in order to secure
Schedule Caste votes. If such is the case you should give up the
struggle at least at present. For the unity purchased by corrupt
practices, would be worse than a frank partition, it being a
recognition of the established division of hearts and the unfor-
tunate experiences of Hindus. I see also that there is no prospect
of a transfer of power outside the two parts of India. Therefore,
whatever arrangement is come to, has to be arrived at by a pre-
vious agreement between the Congress and the League. This as
far as I can see, you cannot obtain. Nevertheless, I would not
shake your faith unless it is founded on shifting sand consisting
of corrupt practices and trickery alluded to above. If you are
absolutely sure that there is not warrant whatsoever for the sus-
picion and unless you get the written assurance of the local
Muslim League supported by the Centre, you should give up the
struggle for unity of Bengal and cease to disturb the atmosphere
that has been created for partition of Bengal.

Lovingly
Bapu.
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REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BENGAL BOUND-
ARY
COMMISSION

To

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

1. I have the honour to present the dicision and award of the
Bengal Boundary Commission which, by virtue of section 3 of
the Indian Independence Act, 1947, is represented by my deci-
sion as chairman of that Commission. This award relates to the
division of the Province of Bengal, and the Commission's award
in respect of the District of sylhet and areas adjoining thereto
will be recorded in a separate report.

2. The Bengal Boundary Commission was constituted by the
announcement of the Governor-General dated the 30th of June,
1947, Reference No. D. 50/7/47 R. The members of the
Commission thereby appointed were ---

Mr. Justice Bijan Kumar Mukherjee

Mr. Justice C. C. Biswas,

Mr. Justice Abu Saleh Mohammed Akram, and

Mr. Justice S. A. Rahman.

I was subsequently appointed Chairman of this
Commission.

3. The terms of reference of the Commission , as set out in
the announcement, were as follows.

“The Boundary Commission is instructed to demarcate the
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boundaries of the two parts of Bengal on the basis of ascertain-
ing the contiguous areas of Muslims and non-Muslims, In doing
so, it will also take account other factors."

We were desired to arrive at a decision as soon as possible
before the 15th of August.

4. After prelimenary meetings, the Commission invited the
submission of memoranda and representations by interested
parties. A very large number of memoranda and representations
was received.

5. The public sitting of the Commission took place at
Calcutta, and extended from Wednesday the 16th of July 1947
to Thursday the 24 of July 1947, inclusive, with the exception of
Sunday, the 20th of July. Arguments were presented to the
Commission by numerous parties on both sides, but the main
cases were presented by counsel on behalf of the Indian
National Congress, the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha and
the New Bengal Association on the one hand, and on behalf of
the Muslim league on the other. In view of the fact that I was act-
ing also as chairman of the Punjab boundary Commission,
whose proceedings were taking place simultaneously with the
proceeding of the Bengal Boundary Commission, I did not
attend the public sittings in person, but made arrangements to
study daily the record of the proceedings and all material sub-
mitted for our consideration.

6. After the close of the public sittings, the remainder of the
time of the Commission was devoted to clarification and discus-
sion of the issues involved. Our discoussion took place at
Calcutta.

7. The question of drawing a satisfactory boundary line
under our terms of reference between East and West Bengal was
one to which the parties concerned propunded the most diverse
solutions. The province offers few, if any, satisfactory natural
boundaries, and its development has been on lines that do not
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well accord with a division by contiguous majority areas of
Muslim and non-Muslim majorites.

8. In my view, the dimarcation of a boundary line between
East and West Bengal depended on the answers to be given to
certain basic questions which may be stated as follows :

(1) To which State was the City of Calcutta to be assigned,
or was it possible to adopt any method of dividing the City
between the two States.

(2) If the City of Calcutta must be assigned as a whole to one
or other of the States, what were its indispensable claims to the
control of territory, such as all or part of the Nadia River system
of the Kulti river, upon which the life of Calcutta as a city and
port depended?

(3) Could the attractions of the Ganges-Padma-Madhumati
river line displace the strong claims of the heavy concentration
of Muslim majorities in the districts of Jessore and Nadia
without doing too great a violence to the principle of our terms
of reference?

(4) Could the district of Khulna usefully be held by a State
different from that which held the district of Jessore?

(5) Was it right to assign to Eastern Bengal the considerable
block of non-Muslim majorities in the districts of Malda and
Dinajpur?

(6) Which States claim ought to prevail in respenct of the
Districts of Darjeeling and Jalpaigury, in which the Muslim pop-
ulation amounted to 2.42 per cent of the whole in the case of
Darjeeling, and to 23.08 per cent. of the whole in the case of
Jalpaiguri, but which constituted an area not in any natural
sense contiguous to another non-Muslim area of Bengal?

(7) To which State should the Chittagong Hill Tracts be
assigned, an area in which the Muslim population was ony 3 per
cent. of the whole, but which it was difficult of assign to a State dif-
ferent from that which controlled the district of Chittagong itself?
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(8) After much discussion, my collegues found that they
were unable to arrive at an agreed view on any of these major
issues. There were of course considerable areas of the porvice in
the south-west and north-east and east, which provokes no con-
troversy on either side; but, in the absence of any reconciliation
on all main questions affecting the drawing of the boundary
itself, my colleagues assented to the view at the close of our dis-
cussions that I had no alternative but to proceed to give my own
decision.

(9) This I now proceed to do: but I should like at the same
time to express my gratitude to my colleagues for their indis-
pensable assistance in clarifying and discussing the difficult
question involved. The demarcation of the boundary line is
described in detail in the schedule which forms Annexure A to
this award, and in the map attached theroto, Annexure B. The
map is between for purposses of illustration, and if there should
be any divergence map between the boundary as descrived in
Annexure A and as delineated on the map in Annexure B, the
description in Annexure A is to prevail.

(10) I have done what I can in drawing the line to eliminate
any avoidable cutting of railway communications and or river
system, which are of importance to the life of the province : but
it is quite impossible to draw a boundary under our terms of
refernce without causing some interruption of this sort, and I
can only express the hope that arrangements can be made and
maintained between the two States that will minimize the con-
sequences of this interruption as far as possible.

New Delhi; (Signed) CYRIL RADCLEFFE
12th August, 1947.
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